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REPORT. 



THE Committee appointed in May, 18S3> te 
conduct the Subscription for the relief of the 
severe distress for food in Ireland^ consider it 
to be their duty not to close their proceedings 
without submitting to the subscribers and to 
the public, an account of the application of the 
funds which have been entrusted to their care. 
The confidence and prompt liberality witji 
which those funds were contributed, call for 
the fullest and most authentic testimony of the 
important benefits which directly, and collate- 
rally, have resulted to Ireland from this noble 
exertion of national benevolence. 

The Committee hope, that the following- 
report will assist in explaining some of the 
causes of that severe distress, and may thus be 
useful in pointing the public attention to mea- 
sures, by which the return of a similar calamity 
may b^ obviated. 
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In consequence of the alarming accounts 
which were received of the distressed condition 
of the poor in the Southern and Western dis- 
tricts of Ireland, an advertisement was signed 
by several respectable individuals for a public 
meeting to be held at the City of London 
Tavern on the 7th of May, 1822, to take this 
important subject into consideration. 

In pursuance of such notice, a numerous^ 
meeting of Merchants, Bankers, and others^'. 
"Was held, at which Thomas Wilson, Esq. one ". 
of the Representatives of the City of London> ■ 
presided ; his Grace the Archbishop of Canter- . 
bury, and other distinguished persons, bein^..; 
present. 



*i -y 



It was deemed of the first importance, ' thjtt 
the objects for which this meeting was con- 
vened, should be carried into instant effect. 
A general subscription for the relief of the dis- 
tressed districts was therefore immediately 
•commenced, and a Committee chosen to pro- 
mote the collection, and to direct the applica- 
tion of the sums subscribed. 

' The example of the metropolis, on this 
bccasion, was promptly followed in many other 
parts of the kingdom ; and when the real extent 
bf this distress became more generally known, 
the funds were most opportunely and liberally 
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increased by the humane and powerful exer- 
tions of the clergy, of the ministers of religion 
of ail denominations, and by the influence of 
the King's letter, which his Majesty instantly 
and graciously granted to promote these bene- 
volent purposes. 

The Committee having unanimously chosen 
John Smith, Esq. M.l^. their Chairman, directed 
their careful attention, in the first instance, to 
the principles which should guide them in the 
execution of their trust; and after due enquiry 
and deliberation, aided by the. local information 
of some Irish Gentlemen of acknowledged abili- 
ty, the following resolutions were adopted : 

'' That all remittances be made in aid of 
local contributions, and that the clergy, both 
Protestant and Catholic, be united in the dis« 
tribution of relief with the Gentlemen to whom 
the remittances are specifically sent." 

''That the principles which this Committee 
recommend to those whom it may entrust 
with any portion of its funds, are the follow- 
ing/' 

^' That Provisions and Seed Potatoes be 
sold at prime cost to such of the distressed 
poor as are capable of purchasing upon those 
terms." 

^' That "Provisions and Seed Potatoes be 

A a 
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sold at a reduced price to such as are not ca- 
pable of purchasing at prime cost/' 

^^ That payment by instalments be received 
of such distressed persons as are unable to 
make any present payments ; so that gratuitous 
assistance may be limited, as far as may be 
practicable, to those who, from special circum- 
stances, are unable to contribute to their own 
relief/' 

'' That all persons or public bodies receiving 
assistance from this Committee, be requested 
to state the amount of local contributions re- 

• • • 

chived, the number of persons assisted, dis- 
tinguishing those receiving gratuitous assist- 
ance from those purchasing at reduced prices 
or at prime cost/' 



Aware of the extent of private benevolence 
on all occasions of distress, the Committee were 
induced to recommend local contributions in 
Ireland, as the basis of the relief to be afforded ; 
not doubting, that the efforts making in Eng- 
land would be seconded by corresponding ex- 
ertions on the part of persons more immediate- 
ly interested in the condition of the Irish pea? 
santry. 

: The policy of avoiding gratuitous distribu- 
tions, and of relieving the poor, as much as 
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possible^ through the means of their own labour 
and indu^try^ <:ould not be questioned ; and 
although the direct purpose of the subscription 
was to relieve a temporary distress, by tempo- 
rary and instant assistance, the Committee 
deemed it of the highest importance, to con- 
sider how far that object could be accomplished 
without encouraging a spirit of indolent reli- 
ance on extraneous relief. 

From the most authentic communications, 
it appeared, that the bad quality and partial 
failure of the potatoe crop of the preceding 
year (the consequence of the excessive and 
protracted humidity of the season), had been a 
principal cause of the distress, and that it had 
been greatly aggravated by the rotting of the 
potatoes in the pits in which they were stored. 
This discovery was made at so late a period, 
that the peasantry were not able to pix>vide 
against the consequences of that evil. 

It was also stated, that from the nearly total 
want of employment, and the consequent de- 
ficiency of means to purchase food, such was 
the general and extreme distress of the poor 
•in the western and south-western counties of 
Ireland, that they were almost wholly de- 
pendent for their subsistence on the bounty of 
Ihe few Noblemen and Gentlemen resident in 
the country ; while from many concurrent 
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causes^ the latter class were themselves more 
than commonly straightened in their circum- 
stances^ and being compelled to contract their 
own expenditure, were unable to extend the 
usual means of employment to their tenantry. 
Under these circumstances^ the Committee in 
London lost not a moment in forwarding re- 
mittances to Committees of Gentlemen of 
known respectability in the several counties of 
Clare, Mayo, Gal way, Kerry, and Limerick, 
parts of which were represented to be in the 
most urgent need of assistance. 

The money remitted was directed to be em- 
ployed in aid of local contributions, in the 
purchase of food and of potatoes for seed, the 
want of which could not fail to occasion simi- 
lar difficulties in the ensuing season. To 
assist in supplying the ascertained deficiency 
of this indispensable article of subsistence in 
Ireland, as well for food as for seed, the Com- 
mittee determined to offer, by public advertise- 
ment, a bounty on the importation, within a 
limited period, of 1 500 tons of potatoes from 
Great Britain, Jersey or Guernsey into certain 
ports in Ireland. There being reason, how- 
ever, to fear, that a very limited quantity of 
potatoes would be imported under these con- 
ditions, and aware of the importance of ensur- 
ing a supply to meet, in some degree, the 
emergency of the case, the Committee ordered 
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the purchase of large quantities of potatoes in 
Scotland, on the west and south coast of Eng^ 
land^ in Kent and Essex^ and dispatched them; 
with the utmost expedition^ to all the distressed 
points on the southern and south-western 
coasts of Ireland. Directions were likewise 
given to cause the potatoes, on their arrival; 
to be distributed for seed, -generally through- 
out the country, and not to be confined to the 
immediate district, round the sea-port where 
the cargoes should arrive.* 

The distress for want of food was not con- 
fined to the counties before enumerated ; very 



* It wiU be consoling to shew by the foUowiog extract^ 
;that this measure proved even more beneficial than was at 
first expected : — 



Extract of a Letter from the County of Corky dated . 

November ^9ihy 1822, 

'^ It wUl be gratifying to the G>mmittee to learn, that 
^' the seed potatoes sent over here, have not only been use«> 
^^ fal in giving a large supply, but also in varying the 
^' description of root. Many of the varieties of seed im« 
<^ ported have been particularly fine both in quality and 
" produce. , * 

^ ^^ A single potatoe from the Eoglish seed has exceeded 
f^ 31bs. in weight I have seen crops most productive in 
f^ weight raised after two mouths cultivation only. Thit 
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urgent solicitations were soon made to the 
Committee from parts of the large and popu- 
lous county of Cork^ and particularly from the 
baronies along the western coasts where the 
dearth was extreme. The counties of Ros- 
common^ Sligo, Leitrim and Tipperary, in 
which this distress was supposed to prevail 
in a less degree, were more partially relieved. 
From the best local information which could 
be obtained, it appeared, that the crops were 
most deficient, and the amount of suffering 
proportionably greater in remote and moun- 
tainous districts, and especially in situations 
expo^ to the inclemency of the weather from 
their proximity to the sea. Great and com- 
plicated misery was found to prevail in the 
extensive districts 6f Erris and Connemara, 
including the several Islands on the coast of 
Mayo and Galway. The western baronies of 
the county of Clare (that of Moyarta in par- 
ticular) were in similar distress, and endured 
the severest privations, until relieved by grants 
from Government, and by the liberality of the 
^British public. 

f< ulteration of seed will coqfer a lasting i)etiefit on Ire- 
^^ land^ and wiU ioog preserve the recollections of your 
^^ interference in a better and more natural manner than 
^^ any erection of stones and mortar. Independently of 
*^ this, however, there iS| I can assure you, the warmest and« 
*^ most general feeling of gratitude in ihe minds of the 
<^ peasantry,, which I hope wiU be handed down from father 
*^ to ion to the latest times." ^ 



The folloi^ing particulai;s of the state of tbe 
distressed districts reached the Committee 
early in May, and were fuUy corroborated by 
sabsequeut reports. 









Every article of provisioos is very gene* 
rally and greatly risings but there is a very 
'^ considerable part of our population which 
*' has no interest in their rise or fall^ because 
in either case having no employment, they 
have no means of purchasing, at any rate, 
'' subsistence for their families, and I much 
'' fear that even in our best times, many of 
our poor perish, if not by direct starvation, 
by the effects of scanty, unwholesome and 
" unnutritidus diet. Moreover, in these times 
of great depression, the gentry of the coun- 
try, who reside upon their estates, and are 
the natural guardians and supporters of their 
people, not duly receiving their rents, many, 
with the best disposition, have it not in their 
power to afford the relief ivhich their duty 
and their feelings would dictate. In shorty 
^' if it could be proved, that provisions of all 
^' kinds were in plenty, and at very reduced 
'* prices (neither of which is now the case) still 
*' we should be in want."" 

^ In order to give to the Subscribers and the 
public some details, from the actual representa- 
tions ^ those applying for relief^ extracts from 
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failure of many country banks nearly at the 
same period of time. 

The Committee, therefore, took the best 
measures hi their power to convey relief, in 
money, as promptly as possible, to all quarters 
where it was proved that the distress arose 
from want of means to purchase, rather than 
from absolute scarcity of food. Unwilling to 
lose any opportunity of conveying assistance, 
through safe and respectable channels, they 
availed themselves of the valuable services of 
the Protestant and Catholic Bishops, and of 
other ecclesiastical dignitaries, at whose dis- 
posal various sums of money were placed for 
their personal distribution, in such cases of 
severe distress as might come under their own 
particular observation. 

The expediency of sending supplies of meal 
and other provisions, was frequently taken 
into the serious consideration of the Com- 
mittee; biit, as in reply to their circulars on 
tiiis important topic, it appeared, that there 
was a considerable quantity of food in Ireland, 
the Committee were disposed to leave the 
markets, for the most part, to their own natu- 
ral level. At the same time, the pressing dis- 
tress ofparticzUar districts, which were greatly 
deficient in food, rendered an immediate supply 
of some provision from this country highly ne- 



RBFORT. IS 

\ 

V 

cessary. Many cargoes of meal^ and large 
quantities of biscuit^ were accordingly sent to 
Kilrush^ Westport, Galway, Kenmare, and 
other ports for the relief of th^se places^ and 
of the adjacent districts. The general distress, 
however/ appearing rapidly and alarmingly ta 
increase^ towards the end of June, the Com- 
mittee resolved, after much and anxious dis- 
cussion, to send a further and considerable 
supply of food to the more distressed districts, 
and a sum of ten thousand pounds was appro- 
priated tb this purpose. A Select Committee 
was appointed to attend to this object, render- 
ed still more pressing by the urgent represen- 
tations received from Ireland ; and further car- 
goes of meal and biscuit were purchased in 
Scotland, in the western ports of England, and 
in London, which were dispatched with the 
utmost promptitude. This appropriation was 
followed^ soon afterwards, by the application 
of a similar sum to the same important pur- 
pose, and directions were given to cause the 
distribution of this relief to be made, as quickly 
and as extensively beneficial as possible. 
With a view also to check, in some degree, 
the progress of epidemical disease, as well as 
to supply a cheap and wholesome food, the 
Committee directed a quantity of rice (the 
duty on which Government was pleased to re- 
mit) to be forwarded in the same direction, 
intended chiefly for the use of the sick and 
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of children. ' Remittances were inS.de/at the 
same time, to the several Committees, to be 
especially applied to the relief of the poor la- 
bouring under sickness; fevers and other 
dangerous diseases having become very preva- 
lent. Pecuniary aid was, likewise, appropri- 
ated to Hospital establishments at Galway, 
Castlebar, &c. with a view of affording some 
additional comforts to the increasing numbers 
in need of such assistance. 

At the beginning of July, when the urgent 
claims for immediate succour had nearly ex- 
hausted the subscription, it was most season- 
ably recruited by the large collections made by 
the established clergy and the ministers of 
religion of all denominations. 

The ample assistance derived from this source 
enabled the Committee to proceed with confi- 
dence, and to continue their supplies, until the 
providential relief afforded by an early and 
most abundant harvest, had rendered further 
aid in food no longer necessary. 

It was thought advisable, for the greater sa- 
tisfaction of the Committee, to send confiden- 
4.ial agents into the distressed districts, to in- 
spect personally the mode of distribution of the 
funds, and of the provisions transmitted, with 
instructions to render every assistance in their 
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power to tbe local Gommittees/ ill tfae'dischatge 
of the' arduous duties confided to them^ and to 
report fully to thd Committee. 



f . 



Prom their reports, the Committee are 
strongly* impressed with the belief, that the 
bounty of the British nation/ with yery fei^ 
exceptions, has been impartially, and most 
usefully administered. The statements of dis^ 
tress which had been transmitted from the 
south and south-western counties of Ireland 
were confirmed by the personal observation of 
these agents, who carefully examined the con- 
dition of the poor in their cabins, and formed, 
fi*om their own obsen^ation, their judgment 
upon all the points to \^hich their instructions 
referred. 

The agents have also collected abundant 
evidence of the deep and universal feeling of 
gratitude which this generous relief had created 
in Ireland : a feeling not confined to the imme- 
diate objects of assistance. 

The returns which they were enabled to pro- 
cur6, added to the reports received directly 
from ' the several Committees, and from most 
. respectable individuals to whom the remittances 
were made, have clearly proved, that a. very 
considerable part of the population of the south 
and west were involved in the Common cala- 
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mity, and that a large portion of it had beea 
preserved from very severe distress^ or from 
actual &mine^ during the interval between the 
early part of May and the end of August^ 182S. 

While the Committee were employed in 
transmitting relief io the most remote districts^ 
similar measures were pursuing in Dublin under 
the care and direction of the Mansion House 
Ck>mmittee. Considerable sums were also sent 
direct from Liverpool, Bristol, Glasgow, and 
many other places in England and Scot- 
land. But these aids, great as they were, 
must have proved totally inadequate, without 
the liberal and seasonable Grants of Parlia- 
ment administered by the Commissioners ap- 
pointed under the direction of His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant. 

It is not possible to form an accurate esti** 
mate of the extent of the private contributions 
in Ireland during the urgency of the recent dis- 
tress, but it is well known, that the most 
active and generous efforts were made by the 
resident proprietors. Pecuniary contributions 
were raised very generally in each of the dis^ 
tressed counties, some particulars of which 
vfiW be found in the Appendix. It is proper^ 
however, to. remark, that in many instances 
the contributions in money form an incorisider- 
rable part of the local relief afforded. Employ- 



menfc wa» given to fjbieir poorer neighbours by 
all who possessed the means^ until their inabi- 
lity to continue this humane assistance obliged 
the peasantry to have recourse to other sKmrces 
of relief. 

On reference- to the general a[^lic^tion of 
the meafisi placed^at the disposal of the sevend 
Committeef in Ireland^ it appears^ that after 
tlie urgent ^mand for potatoes for seed had 
been ki some measure supplied^ the greater 
portion of the money remitted to them wa^i laid 
out in the purchase of meal which was daily 
distributed^ according to the regulations pre- 
scribed by the Committee. Soup kitchens 
Hif^e established in several places with the 
most beneficial effect. In the town of Lis^ 
towels a list was taken every day of the num- 
ber and names of the persons assisted^ from 
which it appears^ that upwardi* of 1800 were 
daily fed with a che»^, wholesome^ and npurishr 
ing dw^5 for the space of 10 weeks> at the 
auKidl exfuense of <£270. 

It is satisfactory to state^ as one effect of 
. those applications^ that a considerable degree 
oi lodJ improvement has been. eSmie^ by the 
employment of the poor in various works of 
lit^ty^ and upon this part of the subject it is 
material) to observe^ that it was of the uAfiftOst 
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importance to their welfare, that the money 
subscribed for the distressed poor, should be 
obtained through the medium of some measure 
of industry, and should not be given gratui- 
tously. The government of Ireland had most 
judiciously directed, that small local objects 
of employment should rather be sought for, 
than that the peasantry should be drawn from 
their homes to labour upon any great public 
works, even if such works could, with suffi- 
cient promptitude, have been laid out for 
execution. 

Every opportunity, therefore, was taken to 
render the roads leading to their markets, and 
especially to their turbary grounds, safe and 
practicable, — and as the poor, at an early 
stage of this distress, were so much debilitated 
as to be unable to prepare the usual store of 
turf for their winter's fuel, the local Commit- 
tees very properly permitted them, when 
their strength was somewhat renovated, to 
receive the allotted portion of food, while 
they were occupied in making that indispens- 
able provision. 

/ As the time approached when it became ne- 
cessary to withhold further supplies, the Com- 
mittee considered, that it would be an act of 
kindness to the peasantry to apprise them be- 
forehand of this necessity. 
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An address was accordingly prepared^ early 
in the month of August^ and circulated very 
generally throughout the distressed districts. 
It is due to the distressed poor of Ireland to 
state^ that this communication was received 
by them with every mark of grateful respect 
and acknowledgment^ 

The Committee haying ascertained by their 
enquiries^ that from the augmented means of 
sustenance^ and of employment arising from 
the harvest, the poor might safely be left to 
their accustomed resources after the month of 
August; — and the Irish Government having 
also notified an intention of discontinuing 
their .grants after the I6th of that month, it 
was detennined to call a Special General 
Meeting of the Committee, to take into con- 
sideration the most eligible mode of applying 
the ^ balance of the subscription remaining at 
their disposal. 

Whilst it was considered doubtful, whe- 
ther the subscription would prove sufficient to 
meet the demands for necessary food, the Com- 
mittee were unwilling to encourage applica- 
tions not immediately arising out of that dis* 
tress which it was their first duty to relieve; 
but the crisis of this national calamity being 
past, it was. deemed expedient, and not incon- 
sistent with the nature of the trust confided to 

B 3 
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them^ to enlarge their views in the application 
of the surplus funds. 

At a~ full meeting of the Committee ap- 
pointed for the consideration of this subject^ 
they entered into a general review of their 
transactions; and being satisfied^ by all the 
best information from Ireland, that the im- 
mediate purpose of the subscription had been 
accomplished, the Committee resolved to dis- 
pose of the balance (estimated at £60,000) in 
the following manner : 

JS5,000 — To the Board of Fisheries, for the 
assistance of poor fishermen, to en- 
able them to. resume their accus- 
tomed modes of gaining their live- 
lihood. 

' 6>000— *(In addition to a like «um previously 

granted,) to be applied jn aid of 
the General Contribution of Cloth- 
ing for the use of the most indigent 
in the distressed districts. 

g^OOO— ^For the Relief of extraordinary cases 
of Distress. 

5,000— In aid of the Funds of the Mansion 
House Committee of Dublin> to be 
aoolied to the Dromotion of Indus- 



' try in the distressed districts of the 
south and west of Ireland. 

1 ,500-^To a Society formed in London for 
improving the condition, and in-r 
creasing the comforts of the Irish 
peasantry. 

l^SOO^To the British and Irish Ladies So« 
ciety^ for improving the conditioit 
and promoting the industry arid 
welfare of the Female Peasantry 
of Ireland. 

40^000— Ta be appropriated under Trustees 
to the encouragement and assist- 
' aiice of the Poor of the distresi^ed 
IVovinceis of Ir^land^ in the manu^ 
facture of Flax and Wool, by 
means of 'dmall loans repayable 
' with interest. 



£60,000 



The grant of £5iOGO to the Board of Fish- 
eries was made, in addition to the sum df 
£2,000; previously voted in aid of their funds^ 
and chiefly applied to the construction of smaH 
piers for the protection of the fishery boats. 
The grant of £5,000 was directed to be ap- 
propriated solely to the benefit of the fisher- 
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men of the distressed districts^ on the plan of 
the Charitable Loan Societies. It was hoped^ 
that assistance in this way would enable them^ 
to provide the necessary materials to repair 
and equip their boats^ and that they might 
thereby be put in a condition to resume their 
usual occupations. Although some difficulties 
"were at first apprehended by the Commission- 
ers of the Fishery Board> in carrying these 
llkms into efifect, on account of the inability 
of the poorer fishermen^ to give the necessary 
security for the small sums to be advanced to 
them^ the Committee have the best reasons to 
hope^ from suVdequent communications^ that 
these obstacles will gradually be removed. 

The Trustees appointed %y this Committee 
for the encouragement of industry in the coun- 
ties of Cork and Kerry, having undertaken, at 
the request of the Dublin Commissioners, 
(with the assistance of the Fishery Officers,) 
to direct the management of the Loan Fund, 
in aid of the fisfiermen on the coast of their 
respective counties* and it being presumed, 
that similar cooperation will hereafter be ob- 
tained from the Trustees of the other maritime 
districts, the Committee are led to entertain 
the most sanguine hopes, that this grant will 
prove a substantial and permanent advantage 
to those for whose relief it was specially io- 
-^nded. 
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In renderings an account of the aid which* 
has b^en afforded in clothing (the want of 
which had been greatly increased in conse-' 
quence of the general distress,) the Committee 
have to acknowledge, that this mode of relief 
has not been unattended with difficulty. Not- 
withstanding the liberal donations by the 
public of articles of clothing for Ireland, and 
the direct appropriation of more than j£l 1,000 
out of the General Fund, to the same purpose; 
the greater portion of the distressed poor on 
the south and west of Ireland must, in this 
particular, still reipain unassisted. The Com- 
mittee were induced, by various considerations, 
to prescribe bounds to their expenditure under 
this head, fearing to extend too far the prinr 
ciple of gratuitous assistance, which tends to 
relax the industry, and to lower the moral 
feeling and character of the poor. It was not 
possible, however, wholly to resist the fre* 
quent atid urgent calls for this special relief; 
more particularly, as they had been informed, 
of the laudable exertions made by the Ladies 
of this country, who had formed themselves 
into Committees, for the purpose of procuring 
articles of clothing for the most distressed and 
destitute. Of the j^ 11,000 so appropriated, 
£7,000 were remitted in due proportions to 
the Central Committ|3es of ten of the most 
distressed counties, to be employed in the 
purchase of articles of Irish manufsix:ture, (it\ 
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most cases to be made up by the poor them- 
selves) and the remaining sum of j64,000 was 
laid out in the purchase of blankets^ and. such 
artides of clothing^ as could be procured on 
better terms in this country. To the bene- 
volent Committee of Ladies^ has been assigned 
tibe task of directing the distribution of the 
whole of these donations ; and this they have 
be6n enabled to effect^ with the greatest ad- 
v^tiiBge to the poor, by means of the several 
lilies Associations in I reland, with whom they 
hav^ established a regular correspondence. Al- 
tfaougfa it was not practicable wholly to supply 
the wants of the very numerous applicants^ 
llie Committee have the satis&ction of know- 
ing, that relief has been afforded in many cases 
of elxtreme necessity ; and they are enabled to 
anticipate for the poor a more effectual and 
permanent relief in future, from the judicioas 
pleasures and persevering exertions of the 
Ladies Associations now very generally esta- 
blished m the south and west of Ireland. 

In apportioning the last grant of ^40,000 
for the encouragement of industry, by pro- 
moting some means of profitable employment 
in the growth of flax, and the manufacture of 
linen and wool, the Committee have acted ox\ 
the concurring testimony of the most ienlight- 
ened and practical friends of the poor, both in 
England and Ireland. 



Aftw matiite eonrideradon^ they were of 
opinkm^ <liat they could not better apply the 
surplus ftiiids^ than by devoting them chiefly to 
the encourag<eitient of a manufacture^ not 
trholiy unknown to the south x)f Ireland^ and 
particularly well adapted to improve the habits 
and condition of the peasantry. 

The manufacture which the Committee 
fouiid it expedient to recommend^ was that of 
the coarBet* kind of linens^ which had already 
been partially introduced into the south of 
Ireland by the Irish Government. This could 
not, in the smallest degree, interfere with the 
trade in the finer linens, so extensively and 
beneficially established in the north of Ire*' 
land. 

The resolution directing the appropriation 
of this large grant, includes the manufacture of 
wool, in order to afford an opportunity for the 
application of a portion of the fund to that use^* 
ful branch of domestic industry, where local 
circumstances may render it suitable. On the 
western coasts of Ireland, the poverty of the 
inhabitants, and the prevailing humidity of the 
climate, render this domestic manufacture an 
object worthy of especial ^nd <;onstant atten-* 
tion. 

- Having appropriated £40^000 to the 4ei| 
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counties on an estimated proportion^ it was 
determined to confide the execution of this im- 
portant measure of relief to the resident Gen- 
tlemen of each county, without whose zealous 
and active coroperation^ no plan whatever 
^quid be permanently successful. Trustees 
were accordingly chosen for each county, who 
were requested to associate for the purpose of 
carrying these objects into effect. To these 
Trustees was confided the management of the 
funds, and tl\e aj[>pointment of District Com- 
mittees, iMritie purpose of conducting the de- 
tails of the bu^ness under their own immediate 
sup,erintendence. A Board of Directors was 
^isQ appoint^, in London, to whom the Trustees 
are to piake finnual returns of the administra* 
tion of this grant. 

It will be seen by these regulations, and by 
the several resolutions annexed to this report, 
that the money so ^appropriated, is to be ad- 
, vanced, on security, upon the reproductive 
principle of the charitable Loan Societies al- 
ready established with sifCQess in various parts 
of Ireland ; the loans to be made to a limited 
extent, in the materials and implements of ma- 
nii^facture only, and to he repayable, by instal- 
inents, within a certain period. As far as the 
Committee are at present enabled to form a 
judgment, they may fairly anticipate the most 
beneficial results from this endeavour to esta- 
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blish^ on behalf of the poorer classes^ a system 
of regular and profitable employment. Some 
interval of time however must elapse^ before 
the experiment can be fully tried, and before 
the plan can receive the improvements and 
advantages to be derived only from practice 
and experience. 

Independently of the grants made to the 
Committees and other public bodies, the abun- 
dant generosity of the British public has enabled 
the Committee to extend some assistance for 
the special relief and protection of the distressed 
female peasantry and their children. In the 
distribution of this relief, several Ladies of 
distinguished humanity undertook personally 
to superintend the distribution of flax and wool, 
receiving back the yam, and disposing of the 
produce of their labour, so as t6 enable the 
poor to continue this beneficial course of em- 
ployment. 

The returns made to the Committee by these 
ptrbtic spirited individuals, evince the most 
economical- and carefiiittpjdii^tion of the funds 
entrusted to them. A narrative of the proceed- 
ings of a Lady in the county of Mayo, reported 
in the appendix, aflTords the most gratifying 
evidence of the excellent effects resulting from 
her' laudable attentions to the poor in her 
neighbourhood. 
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Among the proposals iW gfvitig em{>}oyiiietlt: 
to &e female poor^ a plan for introducing a- 
new kind of straw plat manufacture into Ire^ 
land^ was deemed worthy of attention. The 
Committee were induced to give encourage* 
ment to this species of industi^y^ by a know- 
ledge of the effect produced by a somewhat, 
similar experiment among the inhabitants of 
the Orkney Islands. There is every reason to 
hope that it will become a productive source' 
of profitable employment. . The attempt is, 
now making in the^ neighbourhood of Gahir^ in 
tibe county of Tipperary^ under the immediate 

observation and assistance of the charitable as- 

« 

sociation of that town. 

In justice to the people for whose relief 
these funds have been administered, the Com- 
mittee have great satisfaction in stating, that 
the bounty of the British public was distinctly 
declined, when it became no longer necessary 
for the relief of urgent distress. A strict ac- 
count was rendered of the balance remaining 
in the hands of the respective Committees to 
whom the funds had been entrusted. 



This circumstance, together with the large 
surplus which the Committee were enabled to 
devote to the permanent improvement of those 
districts, affords honourable proof, not only 
that the leading object of the subscription has 
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been accomplished, but that the funds have not 
been wasted in extravagant or interested ob^ 
jects. The records of the Committee abound 
with ihe warmest expressions of gratitude foi^ 
this timely relief. Impressed with the convic** 
tion^ that the Irish people will give substantial 
proofs of this, their characteristic quality, the 
Committee may be allowed to express their 
firm belief, that among, the many good effects 
produced, by this great subscription, indepea*^ 
dently of its main purpose, it will be found to 
have softened many prejudices, to have pror 
moted feelings pf mutual kindness and con-* 
fidenee, and to have strengthened the bond of 
union between the two countries. 

The records of the Committee contain, also, 
numerous proofs of the manly and patient 
fortitude with wjiich the extremities of distne^ 
were sustained, and many striking instances iti 
which this spirit induced the pea^ntry to con- 
ceal the real extent of their sufierings. It may. 
reasonably be hoped> that in consequence of 
the increased and kindly intercourse between 
them and the natural guajrdians of their welfare, 
and of their experience of the humane and 
genecoua sympalfliy of the British public in 
their condition^ impressions will have be^n 
made on the Irish peasantry favourable to 
their fubire improvements and to their future 
tran({uUlity»/ . ; 
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When the Committee were on the point of 
closing their proceedings^ a yery considerable 
remittance was received in ttiis counttry from 
Calcutta^ accompanied by the gratifying Jh- 
formation^ that subscriptions had been entered 
into at the different Presidencies and depen- 
dencies of India. 

The British public will perceive, with cordial 
satisfaction, that not only their fellow subjects 
in the East have most generously proved their 
sympathy in the distress of Ireland; but that 
the Natives of every rank and degree, have 
liberally contributed to the same beneficent 
purpose. To the people of Ireland it will be 
truly consolatory to receive this assurance, that 
the interest felt for their suiferings, is not more 
ardent nor more general in England, than it is 
in the most distant parts of the empire. 

Part of this latter remittance has been placed 
at the disposal of two societies formed in Lon-^ 
don^ the object of which is to promote the in- 
dustrious employment of the Irish peasantry. 
To one of these societies, which directs its at* 
tention to the improvement of the habits and 
condition of the Irish poor, the sum of £3500 
has been appropriated. This Society was 
established a short time previously to the for- 
mation of the London Committee, and it is the 
object of this, as well as of a former grant. of 
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£1500^ to enlarge the sphere of its useful ex- 
ertions^ and to secure for it a permanent exist- 
ence. To the British and Irish Ladies Society^ 
patronised by the female branches of the Royal 
Family, whose attention is exclusively directed 
to the welfare of the female peasantry, a grant 
of £5000 (in addition to a previous vote of 
£1500), has also been made in aid of its funds ; 
from the judicious application of which, as ex- 
plained in detail by their Report, the Com- 
mittee cannot but anticipate the most gratify- 
ing results. 

The more urgent and immediate distress 
having been happily relieved before the arrival 
of this great contribution from India, the Com- 
mittee, in applying it to objects which appear 
to them best calculated to prevent a recurrence 
of the same evil, have the satisfaction to be- 
lieve, that they are strictly fulfilling the inten- 
tions and wishes of all the subscribers. 



JOHN SMITH, 

CUAIKMAK. 



July, 1823. 



appenliijc^ 



REQUISITION. 

City op London Taatern, 

A Meeting is eainiJsrty derii^ ttt the City of 
London. Tavebh, on 1* oesday next, tbe7thinst. 
at One o'clock prcciselyy to consider of a General 
Subscription for some immediate assistance in the 
extreme temporary Distress of the Soirtherit Pro- 
.viiices of Ireland : 

JOHN SMITH, Wm. DAVIS, 

C. H. TURNER, EDWARD ELLICE, 

DAVISON & SIMPSON, J. H. TRITTON, 

BARCLAY BROTHERS & Co. SAMUEL BOSANQUET, 

CHARLES FLOWER, N. M. ROTHSCHILD, 

J. W. BUCKLE, JOHN ORD, 

JOHN PERRING, MATTHIAS ATTWOOD, 

THOMAS STURGE, Junr. JOHN COOPE, 

JOHN JACOB JOHN INNES, 

WILLIAM THOMPSON, RtCHARDSON OVEREND, & Co. 

R. H. MARTEN, JOHN CAPEL, 

SAMUEL DIXON, MATTHEW WILSON, 

BISHOP OF NORWICH, EDMUND LARKIN, 

ALEXANDER, HODGSON, BROTHERS, &'Co. 



SAUMAREZ, R. N. J. P. MUSPRATT, 



CLAUDE SCOTT, DAWSON, BOYLE & BAILIE, 

Z. MACAULEY & BABINGTON, ISBISTER & HORSLEY, 
WILUAM HALDIMAND, WILSON & BIANSHARD, 

THOMAS BAINBRIDGE, HENRY BLANSHARD, 

REID, IRVING & Co. J. R. & B. N. WILLIAMS, 

SMITH, INGLIS & Co. THOMAS ROWCROFT. 



A desire to avoid delay, and a regard for space iu the Advertisement, 
have prevented more numerous Signatures to this luvitatioo* Any 
communications will be attended to at the City of jL^ondon Tav^m, from 
Eleven till Six on Monday. 



LIST OP THE COMMITTEE. 



His Grace the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY, 

His Grace the DUKE af DEVONSHIRE, 

The Most Noble the MARQUIS of CONYNGH AM, 

The Most Noble the MARQUIS of LANSDOWN, 

The Most Noble the MARQUIS of DOWNSHIRE, 

The Right Hononrable the EARL of BLESSINGTON, 

The Right Honourable the EARL of MOUNT CHARLES, 

The Right Honourable LORD de DUNSTANVILLE, 

The Lord BISHOP of NORWICH, 

The Lord BISHOP of OXFORD, 

The Right Honourable JOHN CHARLES VILLIERS, M.P. 

The Right Honourable Colonel RICHARD FTTZGIBBON, M.P. 

The Right Honourable Sir JOHN NEWPORT, M.P. 

The Right Honourable CHARLES GRANT, M.P. - 

The Right Honourable Wm. VESEY FITZGERALD, M.P. 

The Right Honourable HENRY GOULBURN, M.P. 

The Right Honourable the LORD MAYOR, 

Su- EDWARD O'BRIEN, Bart. M.P. 

Sir ROBERT WIGRAM, Bart. M.P. 

Sir ROBERT PEEL, Bart. M.P. 

Sir J. W. LUBBOCK, Bart. 

Sir JOHN PERRING, Bart. 

Sir CHARLES FLOWER, Bart. 

Major General Sir CHAIU.ES DOYLE, K.C.B. 

ALEXANDER JOSIAS DUPRE Esq. M.P. 

ALEXANDER LESLIE Esq. 

ATTWOOD, MATHIAS Esq. M.P. 

ALLEN, WILLIAM Esq. 

BROWNE, DOMINICK Esq. M.P. 

BROWNE, JAMES Esq. M.P. 

BROWNE, PETER Esq. M.P. 
. BAINBRIDGE, THOMAS Esq. 

BOSANQUET, SAMUEL Esq. 
. BARCLAY, DAVID Esq. 

BUCKLE, J. W. Esq. 

BROWN, Mr. Alderman 

BRADSHAW, JOSEPH HOARE Esq. 

BULLER, CORNELIUS Esq. 

BOWDEN, JAMES Esq. 

BLAKE, A. R. Esq. 
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BAHNEWALL, THOMAS Esq. 

BARNEWALL, HENRY Esq. 

BELL, WILLIAM Esq. 

COLLETT, EBENEZER JOHN Esq. M.Pi 

CHAPMAN, ABEL Esq. 

COGHLAN, Capt. R.N. C.B. 

CATOR, JOHN Esq. 

CLARKE, Wm. STANLEY Escj. 

CUNNINGHAM, WILLIAM Esq. 

COLTSMAN, JOHN Esq. 

DALY, JAMES Esq. M.P. 

DEACON, JOHN Esq. 

ELLICE, EDWARD Esq. M.P. 

FREEUNG, FRANCIS E^q. 

FITZGERALD, JOHN Esq. 

FULTON, J. W. Esq. 

GRENFELL, PASCOE Esq. M.P, 

GRATTAN, HENRY Esq. 

GARRATT, Mr. Alderman * 

GUTHRIE, JOHN Esq. 

GREGG, THOMAS Junr. Esq. 

HARMAN, JEREMIAH Esq. 

HARVEY, G. C. Esq. 

HOLLAND, S. C. Esq. 

HAWES, BENJAMIN Esq. 

HOWELL, THOMAS Esq. 

INNES, JOHN Esq. M.P. 

JOHNSTON, JOHN Junr. Esq. 

JELLICOE, JOSEPH Esq. 

JACOB, JOHN Esq. 

LETT, JOHN Esq. 

J.UNELL, J. P. Esq. 

MARTEN, ROBERT H. Esq. 

MUSPRATt, JOHN PETTY Esq, 

MACNAMARA, M. Esq. 

McKENZIE, A. J. Esq/ 

MATHEW, Rev. GEORGE 

O'BRIEN, LUCIUS Esq. 

PATTISON, 5AMES Esq. 

RICE, THOMAS SPRING Esq. M.P. 

RICE, STEPHEN H. Esq. 

REID, THOMAS Esq. 

ROWCROFT, THOMAS Esq. 

RAIKES, W. M. Esq. 

ROTHSCHILD, N. M. Esq. 

RICHARDSON, THOMAS Esq. 

C2 



so THE COMMltTEE. 

SMITH, JOHN Esq. M.P. 
SMITH, JOHN ABEL Esq. 
STEVEN, ROBERT Esq. 
STEWART, EDWARD Junr. Esq. 
STOW, DANIEL Esq. 
THOMPSON, Mr. Alderman, M.P. 
THORNTON, C. G. Esq. 
TRITTON, J. H. Esq. 
TULK, CHARLES AUGUSTUS Esq. 
THORPE, Mr. Alderman 
TURNER, C. H. Esq. 
TROY, MICHAEL WILLIAM Esq. 
TRANT, WILLIAM HENRY Esq. 
TOWERS, CHRISTOPHER Esq. 
VENABLES, Mr. Alderman 
VAUGHAN, WILLIAM Esq. 
WELLESLEY, RICHARD Esq. M.P. 
WILSON, THOMAS Esq. M.P. 
WELLS, JOHN Esq. M.P. 
WHITE, LUKE Esq. M.P. 
WIGRAM, WILLIAM Esq. M' P. 
WATSON, JOSHUA Esq. 



Citj of London Tavern^ 

AT a Meeting of the Coramittee, 

Resolfed) 

' That the follofring Gentlemeii be requested tfo become 
a Committee of Treasury tm) Accounts : 

JOHN SMITH, Esq. MiP. 
THOMAS BAINBRiDQE^ iSsq. 
THOMAS REID, ^^ 

Ma^ 8th. 
Resolved, 

That Messrs. Smith, Payni: ^ Sm I'ms be the Bankers 

to this SabscriptioD. 

That the oflfer of Michael William Troy, Esq. to be 
the Honoraty Secretary of this CfOMniltee be accepted. 



Extracts from the Correspondence of the 

Committee. 
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REPRESENTATIONS OF DISTRESS, 



From His Grace the Archbishop of Tuam^ dated Tuamj 

May 13(A, 182S. 

In Westport) and Castlebar, and here, efforts are making 
bj the gentry and other inhabitants, but in truth the state 
of the times operates sadly npon us all ; in the same pro- 
portion as the lower orders are reduced, the higher orders 
are incapacitated to afford them relief. The county of Mayo, 
Ibelieye, is in mucji greater want than this, if that can be, 
which you will spaircely thinly possible, when I detail (q 
you the state of this immediate netgbourl\oofl, an4 I i|n| 
sorfy to say, that many parts of this county are eyeu worse ' 
than this, wherein there are no resident gentlemen to afford 
them any thing ; for eTen the Clergymen are unable to assist 
them, being i^ mq^t in^tan^ yearly depri?ed of their whple 
income.' 

We diyide the poor of a district of two miles round this 
town into two classes ; the one, ffom total want of employ- 
ment, entirely destitute of any myalls to procure subsistence 
for themseWes and ftunilies at any price ; the other, able to 
provide (nroTisions at reduced prices. By a census taken of 
these two classes, the former amounted to 2Q27, and the 
latter to M47t Besides these, tibere 'is a third cl^s con- 
sisting of large families from otiier distressed counties, par* 
ticularly Mayo, who are some staging, oth'ei^ passing and 
lepa'ssing throtigl( the town seeking f?cN). Potatoes in fhcxse 
counties there are ▼erytew, notlmg like what is necessary 
Xo sow the land. \ tm dl^osed to bel^^^ there is an am|ple 
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qaantity of oatmeal, bat at much too high a price even for 
the means of those who have any means. I should not be 
surprised if this article should at the latter end of the season 
fall in price, for I am taught to believe a great abundance is 
in store waiting for still more advanced prices. This' is a 
melancholy picture, and to much of which, under existing 
circumstances, I can see no termination. 



From Cornell O^Donel, Esq. Seamount^ County of 

Mm/0y\Mh May, 1822L.. 

At the saQ9e time bein^ well acquaiji^^d with the lively 
feelings you have.fbr the wants of -your fellow creatures, I 
will not delay the subject further, as never was misery and . 
starvation so prevalent as in thls^ parish and neighbourhood — 
melancholy to witness ; people fainting in the streets, from 
IKeakness eccasioMd- ky hilQger an<l want f actually in Achilla 
they are getting the seed oui ofAhe. ground to consume by 
wuu qf some nourishment. 



Ffom B. Foyrie, Esq. SligOy dinted May Mtt, 1822. 

Besides, poverty and distress are not confii^ed to tl^e low- 
est, but as you and I too know, have reached the more 
respectable And hitherto independent cfsisses.. ' 



From Cornelius O^Cdllaghan, E^q. Tulla, County of. 
Claxe^ dat^d l&th May,, 1§22, 

I was distributing, meal frotn eighf thij$ morning until six 
o'clock, — such misery and such starvation I never expected 
to witness. Iiil;|ny on getting a stpoe. o!f meal devoured it 
rasp from tlie^cale,; — many faJqting (rom, hunger.. 

I.nevec before saw the Iijsh spirit brokep, but y^u would 
meet, fathers apd motheis npt knowing, how or where to ^et ' 
a supper fo/ .their families,, crying and. bewailing tbeir hard 
lot^. tliat afbec having Uved JbQu^stly/ aUL their Uves ihcy ^ 
sl^ld be, jedoc^d ta nob ujbdljs^eal. to supportjife. I scarce 
get.a moments sbep, sw;& is.my anxii^iy.„ 



op BIf THIMf . ^ 

From the JRev, John A* Jagoe^ Skull Glebe, S/fllh 
bereeny County ofCork, dUUed May IS^A, 18S9. 

I atrare yoa that I know more than twenty families in 
my immedia.te neighbourbood who have been sabsisting on 
scarcely any. thing besides nettles and weeds, which tike^ 
pick up in the corn fields for the last fortnight. A very 
great number of cows have dted in this country of starvation ; 
in every such case that has happened within the last month, 
the carcase ha3 been eagerly sought after by the poor starv- 
ing people* 

From J. D. Browne^ E$q^ of Mount Browne, in the 
County of Mayo, dated May I9th, 1822. 

From the very enfeebled state of the people, occasioned 
by want of nourishment, they are literally incapable bf 
undertaking their occupations tksual at this period of the 
year, such as turf cutting and other employment necessary 
for their future existence. 



From the Rev. W. R* Smith, Casllebar, County of 
Mayo, dated 20/A May, 1822. 

In the course of last week, there was a family, who, on 
the point of starvation, took a sheep out of a^neighlxmriiig 
field, killed it, ate one half, and brought the remainder to 
the owner. A similar case occurred yesterday, with regard 
to a pig. I have myself witnessed several persons fall down, 
as tf in fits, from weakness, and the pale and emaciated 
looks of our peasantry, speak in language that cannot be 
misunderstood, what they are suffering from starvation. 



From iMe Rev. Edward Jones Alcocic, ofDurrus, near 
Bantry, County of Cork, dated May20ik, 1822. 

To my own knowledge, some of these wretched people 
have passed days successively without having a regular meial 
dressed in their houses ; subsisting merely on the smaU sh^U 
fish and sea weed they have gathered on the shore : and it 
was jonly within the last three days, that in the courae of 
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rainisterfal dotj, I Tisited a familj of eight in number ; the 
woman of the house was so far recovered 'from fever as to be 
enabled to attend upon the others, but her husband and 
their three children were stretched upon the pallets of straw 
on an earthen floor, in several stages of the disorder, with- 
out a morsel to eat or a farthing to purchase it* 



From Daniel Coghlan^ Esq. Crookhavenj County of 
Corky dated 2Ut of May ^ 1822. 

I am at a loss for words to describe the truly calamitous 
starving state of the numerous wretched poor of this coun- 
try — ^numbers have already diedjor want of food. 



From the Lord Bishop ofElphin^ County o/Roscom" 

mon, dated 22d May^ 1822. 

. In a district of country extending in length about fourteen 
miles, and in breadth about four or five, and containing the 
parishes of Aughrim, Eastersnow, Creeve, Elphin, Ogulla, 
and parts of Kilcola and Kilcorky, there is a population of 
at least 8000 persons destitute of all means of subsistence, of 
whom scarcely 1000 could contrive to purchase provisions at 
very reduced prices. 



From the Rev. James Dunn, Drumsna, in the County 
ofLeitrimy dated 23d May^ 1822. 

The chief subsistence of the poor is water-cresses, rape, 
and the bran sold at Mr. Walsh's mill ; the latter they can 
bardly afford to purchase, though sold considerably under 
value. 



From the Parishioners of Islandeady^ certified by the 
Rev. W* R. Smithy ofCastlebar^ County of May o^ 
dated 2ith May, 1822. 

This parish is placed between Westport and Castlebar, 
the most wretched and barren district in Mayo,^ the popu- 
lation by far exceeding fifteen hundred families^ two parts 
of whom are. at this moment starving, living on young cab- 
bage and the noxious weeds of the Held. We lament to say 
that three persons have already fallen a sacrifice ta absolute 
want. 
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From'tbeReo. James N^Ugan^ Kilmactige^ Coutdj/^of 
Mayo J dated 2ith of May j 1822. 

I beg leaTO to make this early applicatloii to jou ia behalf 
of my parishioners, who are labouring under the miseries of 
want of food, or of the means of procuring it, if erer so 
cheap, as there is no demand for labourers, nor anj other 
means of earning a subsistence. Tlus parish, which contains 
above seven thousand souls, consists almost entirelj of tho 
poorest class of tenantry, who hold their lands as joint 
tenants in common, at a very high rate, much indeed aboTe 
the value. At the best of times, they were unable to pay 
their rents, and support their families with any degree it 
comfort; but, at the present time, their distress is T^ry 
great indeed. Their crops in the last harvest proved very 
deficient, both in quantity and quality, particularly the 
potatoes^ which did not produce above one half of the usual 
return. It is well known that their support through the 
year depends almost exclusiyely on potatoes (their corn 
being applied to the payment of their rents), and these have 
been almost exhausted the last month^ so that many of the 
poor people have not had seed to plant, which will be at- 
tended with a fresh calamity next year. Fodder has been 
so scarce, that many of the cattle have died for want of 
food, and more are so wretchedly poor, that they will not 
bring any price, and even such as they are, the owners are 
killing them to supply the place of other food. Groups of 
starting beggars, consisting often of seven in a family, are 
crowding the roads and houses, and those who at other sea^ 
sons are able to assist them are now rendered entirely 
incapable. Some hundred families have already abandoned 
their dwellings, and gone out to beg through the country at 
large, at least the women and children have done so, whilst 
the men have gone to England or elsewhere, to try to obtain 
work. 



From Henry fFaldron^ Esq. Bdla Lodge, Castkbar^ 
County of May o^ dated 25lh May^ 1822. 

You would feel for the numerous groups that you meet at 
the doors of ^ytty person where they expect relief ; — others 
lying by the sides of the roads unable to proceed to beg a 
scanty supply, with meagre looks and badly clothed. 
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JPnm J. E. Strieklandf Esq* of Jjoughgfyn^ in the 
County ofRoscomn^n^ dated 3&th May^ 18^. 

The band of charitj:, always open to the beggar in this 
oonntry, was onable to supply the deluge of poor objects 
(hat surrounded every door, and nmltitiides have jcontinned 
to wandftr about in a state of starvation, which has already^, 
I believe, caused the death of numbers, and the number of 
inotims arast inevitaUy increase^ fronli day to day. In this 
state of things the sale of provisions at a rediu^ed price, will 
do good to the small number who possess funds and spirit of 
independence, but to the mass of starving people it can do 
none ; to them,, daily food and potatoes to plant, are the 
only relief that can be admtniatered* 



Ftcm the Rev. Robert Morritt, Castkhazen^ County 
of Corky doled 26/A May^ 1822. 

But we have a population, exceeding six thousand, — and 
upwards of twelve hundred are in the greatest distress ; so 
ipuch so indeed, that I fonnd one of them fainting from 
Imnger by the road side^ and another who was attempting to 
da§ faJl from exhaustion. 



From the Rev. Michael Fitzgerald, P. P. Dromcollo^ 
" her^ County ofLimericky dated 28th May^ 1822. 

\ 

There is in this village, at this moment, a population of 
Sloven hundred souls \ and oC these, a full half are literally 
starving. I have ascertained by actual personal inspection, 
that there are more than seventy families, who have been 
seldom able to procure more than one meal a day for some 
time past. This meal consists universally of oaten gruel, or 
stirabout as \t is called, apd it is not alwi^s that this daily 
miserable meal can be procured. I have known instances 
where whole families have been more than thirty'Six hours 
without taking food, and one iastanee has come to ray know- 
ledge, where a family of nine persons were three days with^ 
out tasting food. 1 could name the family, and it is a 
name, I believe, with whiph you are np^ unacquainted. 
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FromJokn CahiUyEs4h Woodpark^ CmMjf/cf Galwafjfy 

dated May aOlk, 1822. 

It woidd skock joUj Sir^ to see Hune roen who two moodu 
ago- weie lobitst and actke, b«w with saaken eyes, pallid^ 
faini or hectic, procUilmiDg ^ Hunger," wluiBh ouuij of them.: 
havB hithmrtjO beisn jubamed to a^nowledge- The wife of 
one of the petitioners applied here two dajrs ago, for bras. 
to bathe the feet of her brother in law, confined to his bed, 
and I was this day informed, that the bran was really in- 
tended for food, and eaten to support six persons for two 
days. Others, equallj ashamed of their poverty, postpone 
cooking till midnight, when a mess of iodifTereut wheat is 
boiled for the family. This they are now buying on credit 
and security at twenty shillings per hundred weight, whereas 
mon^y at market could buy it under eight shillings pec 
hundjred weight. 



From Michael Sullivan^ Esq. Bantry^ County ofCork^ 

May 30IA, 18S9. 

Scenes of the most agonizing distress are every day takmg 
place which we have not the means to remedy. The unfor- 
tunate pride of the people too, adds not a little to the* 
calamity. One woman with three children died of actual; 
starvation ; — they were nearly a week without* sustenance,, 
and she was ashamed to make her case known; — before: 
assistance could be administered, they were all found life- 
less together. 

Many are seen to faint through mere exhaustion^ during 
the necessary delay that occurs in admiaisteriug food; add 
it is the opinion of many of the Committcie, that were it not. 
for the benevolent aid of the British public, the local sub- 
scription . would be hardly sufficient to purchase coffins for 
those who would die of mere want. 



From G. Clendimng^ Esq. Westport, County (^ May Oy 

31 St May, 1822. 

• • • . • 

It is quite impossible to convey an adequate idea of all 
the horrors the islanders of Boffin and Innisturk are suffer- 
ing. Several of them have died of stiTvatiou ! One family 
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made an escape and nuhed to oar soap shop, crying for 
food* Mr. Grace was there at the moment, and told me of 
this fact : many are lingering, supported on the eggs of the 
"Wild fowl. Famine was not understood in this country until 
this period. I can assure yon, I am obliged to examine the 
countenances of persons I knew as weU as I know yon^ 
before I am certain I do not mistake. The mass of wretch-* 
edness dmwn out from hovels all around us, is beyond beliefj^ 
except to an eye witness. 



From the Rev. William Urwicky Sligo^ 

IstJune^ 188S. 

Though the following rppresentations are gloomy, we be- 
lieve multitudes of objects remain yet undiscorered, and 
we fear that in another month, notwithstanding our utmost 
efforts, the aspect will be even worse than it is now. Before 
their distress was published, all the little furniture of their 
cabins had been sold, even to their only pot for boiling their 
provisions, and some within the last day or two, have been 
discovered stealing for food, the sea weed which had been 
carried out to the fields as manure for potatoes. 

It is impossible to describe the admiration and gratitude 
which prevails throughout all classes of society here towards 
tlieir English benefactors. Indeed our only hope of any 
thing like effectual relief, is in the liberality of British 
benevolence. 

The degree of wretchedness existing among the lower 
classes, almost exceeds belief. In every direction whole 
plots of ground remain unoccupied for want of potatoes, 
wherewith to plant them. Several families have subsisted 
for days upon boiled water-cresses, without tasting oatmeal 
or a potatoe. Jn a part only of one district, 360 resident 
families, containing 1599 individuals, have been discovercid^ 
whose circumstances demand assistance. Some persons, it 
is believed, have died from absolute want. Already the 
number of patients in our Fever Hospital is nearly doubled ; 
and disease, the invariable attendant of extreme poverty, is 
daily spreading. In the suburbs of the town alone, between 
3000 and 4000 objects crave relief, who are alike destitute 
of the necessaries of life ^nd the means of procuring thenu 
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From the JRcD* JohH Gorgei^ Bolljf mounts Couniy nf, 

MajfOy id Juncj 1822. 

This parish hfxnirs under a most remarkable disadTantage^i 
WUch I grieVe to iajy shuts it oat from the very extfennye 
liberality aod aid that other places, not more distressed, 
most eminently experience. I mean the reputation of an 
opulent resident gentry. I will freely confess, that there is 
to be found here a resident gentry, possessing large estates, 
but you, Geptlemen, can form an adequate estimate of the 
Value of such possessions at this deplorable period, when 
you are informed, that the persons by whom these estates 
are tenanted, have imposed on them by this awful tisitatioti 
of Providence — ^^an utter impossibility of paying rents of any 
kind. 



From Thomas Conry^ Esq. of Strokestown, in the 
County of Roscommon^ 2d June^ 1822. 

It is impossible for me to tell yon the miserable and 
wretched. condition of the poor here. They are at this mo- 
ment actually enduring all the horrors of starration, and 
malignant disease : hundreds of wretches greedily seeking 
for water-cresses, wild mustard, nettle t(^s, and dandelion, 
which mixed with a small quantity of oatmeal,, is their priil- 
cipalfood. 



From J. Seal Hammond^ Esq. dated Killamey^ Couniy 

of Kerryy 3d June^ 1822. 

I will venture to say, tlu^t no case, however melancholy, 
that has come to the knowledge of the London Committee, 
can, in any particular, surpass the actual misery and wretch- 
edness of the rcSsidents of Ibrickane, county of Clare, and 
thendjoining Barony. A total failure of the last year's crop 
deprived them of the sole means of subsistence. To pro- 
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long a miserable existence^ they have been compelled for 
some months past to support themselves on rock weed^ lim- 
^pit,.and the tops of jetties. Ha^^re^sJ hare dail^ ^U- 
Jiessed flocking io the sea sidi^ to colleet a scanty meiS. It 
is scarcely possiblb to coDTefto.yo«>an idea of their actual 
sufferings and prirations: humanity shudders on'Yiewing 
their pale aad sickly forms^ wohi away by diseaseand famine. 
^In some of the wretched hovels, may be seen the father and 
mother of a family lying down in the last stage of a fever, 
surrounded by their starved and half naked children, with 
no support beyond the casual pittance bestowed by the 
charity of an unfortunate neighbour, whose condition, with 
the exception of sickness, is nq way superior* It is no un- 
common occurrence to see the. unfortunate individuals faint 
with hunger while waiting to obtain tickets,- and many 
devour their sm^U pittance before they reach their homes. 



From M. Furnelly Esq, ofLiccadoon House^ Limerick^ 

' June4, 1892. ' 

In my immediate neighbourhood there are several hun- 
'dred families in a state of actual starvation, and without any 
posdble means of procuring their daily food, or potatoes to 
sow their ground, which is prepared. I can state, froin per- 
sonal observation, that wild rape and cresses are their sole 
support. The parishes I allude to are Rakeen and Donough- 
more ; being in the liberties, they are excluded from the 
county fund, and the City Committee will not extend their 
aid so far. There are in this district many widows, orphans, 
and persons, unable to work, but very many could support 
their families if they had employment. 
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From the Rev. U. litzgeraldj Vicar ^ and the Revl 
James Moran^ P. P. Castletown Ddvin^ County of 
fFestmeathy 6th June^ 1822. 

I send yock the list of the unemployed poor of Castletown 
IXelviB, and Glosamj. Many have, no p'roVUion l^ft, nonf 
expect to have any in a few weeks ; they are all most anxious 
to work, but many, I assure you will, if not soon relieved, 
be unable to bear- the fetigne, for they are the- very picture 
ot hunger ; and in many places they are found boiling the 
water-cresses and weeds as their only food. They all have 
the greatest reliance on you, and are confident you will do 
all in your power to procure some relief. Employment, at 
almost any wages, is all they ask for.- What is to become of 
them I know not. 
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Resolution adopted at a Local Committee of the Partsh 
qf Kilcumndnj County of Tipperart/j 6th June^ 
1832* 

Resolved— That we, the resident gentry, have supported 
our respective tenants for several weeks before any relief 
arrived to us, and that now we are unable to give them the 
least assistance, not receiving a shilling of rent. 



From the. Rev. John Garritt, Vicar of Emlaf^d, 
County ofSligo, 6th June, 1822. 

The starnirg tenantry of a number of absentee landlords, 
lie about the doors of the poor clergyman, and of some neigh- 
bours in the middle ranks, of life, uu able to move, without 
some sttstfenance, away from their dwellings. Our provisions 
sre exhmiited, and we Jiate the misery to endure every )iour 
of driving from our view, our wretched starving fellow 
creatures. This morning, a decent Protestant landholder, 
privately appealed to me for relief, and such was his ex- 
haustion, that upon tasting a little food he swooned away. 
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and for some seconds we thoogh{ he was dead. Upon send- 
ing a little food into some families, too decent to beg, thej 
have been fonnd convulsed with honger, the children in 
manj cases unable to sit up. 



From Col. Percivalj Temple House j County of SligOy 

6th Juney 1822. 

No later than yesterdaj, I heard of pne imfortunate family 
that had not had any provisions for the last foHnight or three 
weeks, and principally subsisted on herbs* The family- 
consisted of the father, mother, seven yoang daughters, (and 
the mother daily expecting to be confined again), and a 
niece. They were respectable Protestants, and had been 
ashamed to make their distress known. I gare them a 
barrel (80 stone) of potatoes, and a hundred weight of 
oaten meal. The father, who came to take home the provt- 
sktti, was ordered his dinner in my house, and upon getting 
food he fainted three times. He said some of his children 
were in convulsions for want of food, and the whole family 
upon being relieved of hunger, were seized with illness, and 
are now keeping their bed (if a bed it con be called.) 
Many, many instances of similar distress exist. 



From James Cj0^ Esq. Creagh^ Ballinrobey County 

of Mayo J 1th June^ 1822. 

I am not able, I have fiot language, to describe the de- 
plorable state to which this wretched people are reduced, 
many of them subsisting solely on a weed gathered on the 
sea shore, and carried many miles on their backs ; perhaps 
so. far as 20 or 25 miles. This but rarely supports existeqce, 
but for that, what will not man do, what labour will not a 
parent undergo to still the piercing cries of his famishing 
N^hiidren, looking to him, and calling on him^ to preserve 
that existence he was the cause of giving. 



From His Grace the Archbishop of Tuani^ 
' JuneSthy 1822. 

I hate just returned from a visit to Castlebaf, Wesport^ 
Newport, and much of the county of Majo, and have made 
myself well acquainted, 1 think, with the real and true stat^ of 
of that unhappy county. Little could I have conceived the 
frightful scene of misery and wretchedness which I had to 
witness. Before I left this, I conceived it would be difficult to 
goone step beyond much of my immediate neighbourhood, and 
many parts of this county of Galway ; but indeed Mayo far 
supasses the mt)St of the county of Galway, except that vast 
district to the wftft of the town of Galway. In my progress 
from place to place, I travelled through hundreds and thou<* 
sands of weak, emaciated, unfed human creatures, just kept 
alive, and no more ; many, very many, not having one ounre 
of wholesome food per day. I saw people at Newport who 
had come fifteen miles to receive four quarts of oatmeal, for 
one week, for the supply of a family. 

Here much fever, dysentery, and cholera morbos pre- 
vail* I have, every where I went, and I presided at all their 
Committees, advised their more extended relief, and to en* 
deavonr to keep as many alive as they can for one fortnight 
or three weeks, when I was assured large further supplies 
would be sent, from the strong representations 1 had made 
td the government. I wrote on Tuesday last to Mr. Goul- 
bum, such a statement, -as could 'be only equalled by the 
scenes I have since seen. In short. Sir, if Thousands are 
not immediately sent into these counties, particularly to 
Mayo and the west of Galway, without the fear of contra- 
diction I say — that large proportions must die ! It is now 
become so bad, that' it would be foHy to talk of immediate 
employment ; the people in general are too weak to work, 
and must be fed and strengthened gradually/, before em* 
ployment could be available. If our Government has not 
sufficient funds in their hands to rd'eve this most extraor-^ 
dinary demand, I hope they will again apply to Parliament 
for liberal supply. There is no time to discuss the matter ; 
our case cannot be met by ordinary rules or reasonings. If 
we are not supplied we must die — if we are promptly sup- 
plied, many may yet be saved. I shall live among these 
fambhing people till the summer is over, when I pray that 
ihe Lord may bless us with a plentiful harvest, for although 
I can do them no good, I think it cheers them to see one 
anxiously enquiring about them, and it encourages the 
gentlemen (who indeed are in most parts doing their duty 
well) to go on in tlicir work of mercy. 
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From the Most Rev. Dr. OUter Kelly ^ R. C. Arch' 
bishop of Tuam, 8^A Juncy 18S2. 

Though there is a Committee formed in this town >(of 
which I am a member) for the aid of the numeroas and 
laiseiable objects that present themselves almost hourly^ yet 
it is my iDteDtion to dispose of the money which jquh^ke 
mentioned in the moontidnous districts, where co-operation 
cannot be obtained, and where^ to my knowledge, hnndreda 
of families are reduced to the dire neoessi^ of making' use 
of water cressefi, nettle^ &e. to support^ or^sather to di^ on 
a miserable teiisience* 
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From ike Revm George Spaight, and George Mdamrd 
'Dahotiy Esq. Caoafiy 8th June^ 18SS. 

That Unless timely relief he afforded, Tery many t>f the 
inhabitants most perish for want of food ; and that already 
several among then^, have been compelled to live on wild 
Kerbs, and the bloeid of animals slaughtered in the marifiet* 
We beg leave further to state, that the proportion of tiiese 
parishes, as ascertained by the last census, amounts to 9Q80, 
of which number about one fourth part is .reduced to a state 
of Indescribable miseiy, behig for the present without ettlm^ 
food or seed {potatoes to plant the gnoaod, wliidi still lies 
waste. 



n^m Robert De La Cour^ Esq. Beare Forest^ Mai* 
loWy County of Corky 8th June^ 1828. 

it is a melancholy fact, that the numbers reported from 
tiie several parishes of the county, to be in a state, not 
merely of distress, but of actual destitution, cannot be 
estimated at less tluin an Hundred Thousand. It would be 
df importuice to ascertain what may be the excess of calam- 
ity to which our County is exposed this year, but we cannot 
devise any means of obtaining such information, nor can we 
see our way, with all the splendid generosity i^estowed upon 
«, to afford any i.hlng like substantial relief. 






BtfrSffNUTTATIOlM Oi* •ItfftBM. 51 



From iie Sight Rev. Dr. John Murpht/y A. C 
Bishop of Corky lOikJuncy 182!3. 

Tbe Paiisli Priest irrites, that the uaeroplojed desdtate 
Inliabitants are driyen to the dire necessity of bleeding the 
CO.WS, and of using 98 food the blood mixed with milk^ when 
it can be bad. 



Fngm tk^ i?^* Cbarl^s Seymour^ CUfdmy Comttf #/* 
GralmSf^ l<Mr June^ 1822^^''MUr€S36d ta the Arch- 
Vshop 0f Tuam* 



I kmA ibt hmmmr And pleaave of receifiag jMir Qno^u 
letter, inclosiBg « letter irmn the Liverpool Coininittoe, with 
a donation oi £50 for the mlicf of our atarriiig neighbosrs. 
Qbb pciorvcieatiipe who was caiplojod hj me iaat week, to 
afMee^lMtfiot to fatigse hiinself, at Che repairing «f voadi^ 
was at worlc on Satardi^Cfttning, iiuted I am afraid yeaterday 
(Sttttiay), got «ip this moning (Mosdaj) to work, not from 
bad <€or bed he had none), hat £rom the grauudj an nohiok 
ke ddpt wkkotii ted doties^ in his daily rags ; he aaid he 
(ck languid and sleepy — he was in feet getting comatose ; 
he lay d^wa again on the ground, and died. Fowr d{ed la 
Boffin, and, if swelled limbs, pale looks, audlKn cfaeelcs, amd 
hoHow eyes are the harbingers of deatii, the work of death 
will be sooa lery rapid in this xoaatry« I eftaa saw scarcity 
and deamess of provisioas, but I never had an idea of fiunme 
aatfl aow. Next year wiU be, in ali probahttity, as bad as 
this ; Jthe poor people of this Barony, at least, will find it so; 
they are so weak «that they cannot work Cor t hosMo lves^ t>e- 
eanee they ha,ve 00 food : — they are not aUe to recover or 
lemoald their potatoes, and tli«y do not think ef cutting 
torf. i dismissed this evening 300 mra, whom I bad em- 
fiUvyed ia the repairs of roads j 1 never witnessed such dis- 
tress as my communication of not being able to give them 
another day's work occasioned : — they said, that a day or 
two more withoat employment, that is, without food, would 
pat an end to all their labours. 
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From Eneas Macdotmdl^ Esq. dated Dublin^ J^ne IS, 

1522.. 

I am bonottred by receipt of tbe Queries of joar G>in- 
mittee wbicb came to fiiand yesterday afternoon ;. I return 
tb^ni to you answered briefly, but must pray your attention 
to immediate practical operations of relief. 

I have considered the state of the County of Mayo very 
diligently for the last two months : I have had the advantage 
of perusing about ICO letters from that county, addressed 
to the Dublin Committee, of which I am a member; and I 
am 4ilso in. constant confidential correspondence with several 
gentlemen resident in different parts of the county. I feel 
myself perfectly justified in declaring, that there is not a 
single parish in the entire county. that is not most grievously 
'tfilicted by the present lamentable visitation of famine and 
disease* I have seen particular accounts of some of our 
fellow ck^atures who have actmUly died of starvation, typhus 
fever, or, cholera morbus. The dysentery is also very, 
prisvalent, but I do not find that it is so fatal. 

Your Committee justly look forward to the montha of 
July and August as constituting the period likely to require 
most extensive relief; you would be well warranted ia 
fixing its commencement a week or two earlier. It is plain, 
at any rate, there is no time to spare in. correspondence 
between such distant points of relief and distress, and we 
must prepare to encounter the crisis without loss of a moment* 
In doing this we should in my mind commence with a 
pefect knowledge, if possible, and prompt allocation of our 
resources. This is the only mode in which any enemy 
. should be met with a ration^ hope of success ; and in our 
case the character, tendency, and strength of the opponent 
ifk unhappily too well ascertained. This early preparatioa is 
the only way to prevent the inconsiderate distribution and 
perhaps abuse of funds at the hour of trial ; when anxiety 
and agitation must necessarily produce disorder and, con- 
liisioB. 



From St. Clair O^MalteVy Esq. Hawthorn Lodge^ 
Castlebar, County of may o^ dated 13th June^ 1822. 

I beg leave also to call your attention to the cries of the 
numerous starving inhabitants of the Island of Innisturk, 
the third largest in Clew Bay. The only support of these 
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itafeitnwiAt peo{^ at preseoi;^ I* boiled sea weed, and the 
fiiih they- occasioiialtj takie^ The distance from the mani 
laad makes h qnke impossible for Hdj locaV Committee to 
afford ihem weekly lelie^ and the siurft mms so particalariy 
hifib on the shore of the ishmd^ that nmojf might perish in 
liiev attempt* 



From the Right Rev. Dr^, PbrnkeU^ R. C. Bishm of 
Elphin, Omntj/ of Bdiscammoriy dated Ibth June^ 
1822. 

It is with an afflicted heart that. I am obliged to inform 
you^ that the distress of our peasantry continues to encrease, 
that thousands who did not complain in the beginning, and 
who were ashamed to hare themselves put on the list of 
panpers, are now compelled when their little means and 
resources have been completely drained and exhausted, to 
apply to the Local Committees of their respectiye districts 
for the scanty allowance of three quarts of meal per week ; 
this is the usual allowance and cannot be exceeded, as 
otherwise the funds would soon be drained, for I am free to 
state, on the best authority, and from my own personal 
knowledge (having very lately visited the counties of Siigo 
and.B4}SCommon), that nearly one-third of the population 
of my widely extended diocese, have neither food nor the 
means to procure it. 



Ftom theReo. Francis Percv^ of Ballinamore^ County 
ofLeitrimj dated June 16/A, 1822. 

I can easily anticipate what you will feel on being in- 
formed, that aq unfortunate woman, the wife of a Stephen 
Gurkiau.in Aughlin, fell a victim this morning to the melan- 
choly state of suffering to which want has subjected her 
these few weeks past. Her husband was unable to call for 
meal last Thursday ; nor will he or any of his children^ who 
are sharers in his distress, be able, as is customary, to 
, accompany her remains to the grave. 



From the Rev. Malachy Duggan, Donata^ near Kit- 
rushj County of Clarey cUited 17th June^ 1822. 

The>magnitiideof the popidatioaunder.my care, am«ont# 
ing, accoiding to the late census, to nine thousand five 
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linildred, Was an additional cause of disitreiis. These bfo at 
present like so many skeletons stripped of < every thing al- 
most, as if the exterminating hand of the destroying angel 
iiad devastated the land. The last season demolished not 
only the com, potatoes^ &c. but the straw and fodders 
this caused a mortality of the cattle, and reduced those who 
had but few and lost them, to the necessity of pledging and 
itelling their day and night clothes to purchase food. Want 
created disease in many iiEtmilies.. 



Frqmthe Rev, Robert Kirkhoffer, Clondrdhidy County 
of Corky dated June 17 y 1822. 

A man came for employment this day, having a family of 
nine children ; he had parted with every article of furniture 
he possessed, and the last which he sold was the pot in 
>¥hich he used to boil the potatoes. 

A woman, a few days since, was brought to bed of twins ; 
she had no covering or shelter but the projection of a large 
i:ock, and had 'been obliged to cut a breadth out of the only 
petticoat she had, to make clothes for the iufaots. 



From the Right Rev. Dr. fValdroUy R, C. Bishop of 
Killallay County of Mayo^ dated nth June, 1822. 

Cabbage, borrage, nettles, nay, in many instances, the 
rotting potatoe, taken from under the growing stalk, consti- 
tute the sickening meal. The situation of these parishes, 
however, is enviable compared with others, particularly 
those in the Half Barony of Erris. This Ualf Barony is a 
peninsula, and separated from the inland country by a great 
chain of mountains, 30 miles across. It was always a very 
plentiful country, and in seasons of scarcity an asylum for all 
the poor of the interior, where they were most hospitably 
aud generously provided for, till plenty again visited the 
land, and encouraged them to return to their homes ^ but at 
present their circumstances are changed indeed !- 



From Dr. Church, LisloweU County of Kerry, 

2\st June, \%92. 

Some melancholy deaths have occurred near us. A family 
of three died at Du'agh of want, under peculiarly melancholy 
circumstances, and an account of the deaths of two more 
arrived this morning. 
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FtomOte Reo^ Edmund Fremh^ M. C. Wmdmiof 

CMwayy 92d Jum^ 1889; 

IKseaseand famhie are partknlarljr prevalettt on tile set 
' coast of Galway, a distance of fifteen m\\^* Indeed thi^ ift' 
the case on all the Connemara coast. James Toole, Marj 
M^Donongh, and Patrick Kin^, have died on their beds p( 
actual hunger I 



■Mi^ 



Fronk the Rev* Charles Seymour^ Clifden^ Connemara^ 
County ofGalwai/y 24M June^ 182:2; 

trx some parishes of thb extensive Barony^ seteral poor 
creatnres have perished through want of food, 'Vfhme de- 
plorable state was nnknorwn ontH it was too hite to avert the 
fatal effects of long and patiently borne intsmUim* GBde«» 
matous swellings and typhus fever, in many instances pre- 
ceded death, but there were alsa cases in which the transi- 
tion from time into eternity, was unattended by these symp- 
toms^ 

On account of the extent of thia Barony, being 30 English 
miles long by ^0 broad, and on account of its great popu- 
laJiom^ eonsisting of about 20,000 souls, we divided the whole 
of Connemara int0 six districts, each district containing about 
3300 persons, all of whom, with very few exceptions, were, 
and are, without any food, or means of purchasing it, al- 
though far f rem being scarce or dedr^ except in a few coun- 
ties 

In the parish of Omey, in which I live, and in. which 
there are upwards of 3400^ souls, I thank God, the paucity 
of dearUiS, by starvation, has hitherto been very singular, one 
onlj^ having died of weakae^ brought on by want of food, 
before his real state was known, while in other half parishes, 
In the. short space of three da^Sy 22 hone died. 



From the Rety. James Mnaiiny Kilmmrry Glebe^ Knoch^ 
County ofClare^ S&h June, 19&2. 

I lave> knows the vnlortuttate creature! actually to seU 
tlw very pots ia which they used to boil their potatoes (when 
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they had them), and the feathers oat of their onlj bed, to 
procure means for a few days sobsistence. I have seen 
inany who came a distance of. at least seyeq Irish miles to a 
IQeal dep6t, waiting from morning till night, for their torn 
to be served, and when Served, devouring the scanty portion 
intepded for a whole family, raw and dry as th^y received it. 



/ 
From the Rev, M* J. Shawe^ Killuken Glebe, Couniy 

of Roscommofiy 27th June, 1822. 

Hunger shews itself |n their countenances. I myself have 
seen them sitting at their unwholesome fare of nauseous 
weeds, and I have been credibly informed, that there have 
been some instances of creatures so reduced by absolute 
wHDt, as to be obliged to crawl on their hands and feet to a 
pieighbouring house to procure some nourishment. 



From Owen Wt/nneyEsq. M.P, and the Committee/or 
the Town ofSltgo, 1st July, 1822. 

Notwithstanding our exertions, want and wretchedness 
continue tp encrease around us. Membeis of the Committee 
as they pass along the streets, a^e followed by crowds of 
hungry' creatures, whose appearance attests the urgency of 
their distress, but to whom we are unable to give assistance* 
To day a young woman fainted through hunger. The Dis- 
tiict Visitors feared decep|;ion, and as is always done, they 
entered into a strict investigation of the circumstances. It 
appeared that she yras the eldest of ten children, all de- 
pendent on the exertions of their once comfortable, but now 
destitute parents. The mother had obtained a ticket for 
purchasing provisions at reduced prices, in order to do which, 
having disposed of every article of furniture, and parted 
with the shoes from ofif her feet, she had taken the ring from 
her finger, which she had worn for twen(;y-two years, as the 
sign of marriage union and fidelity, and sold it for tenr 
pence ! We regret to state, that the number of patients in 
our Fever Hospital is doubled, while dysentery and cholera 
morbus are prevailing to an alarming extent among the poor, 
which the Dispensary and Fever Hospital physicians attri- 
pnie to the destitute condition of our population. 
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Fr&m the RefO. Matthew Corbett, Chairman of the. 
Baronial Committee of Momrta* County of Clarej 
Uth July, 1828. ^. . 

We Sttbmit thai the distress of this Barooj far exceeds 
that of anj other in this county, in as much as its proximitj 
to the western ocean, expoaes it more than any other, to the 
inclemency of the weather. Tliat'the only crops which 
suffered little, namely wheat, its poor soil produces little or 
none of, and that the fisheries and exportation of turf, on 
which an immense population depended chiefly for support, 
also failed. The weather having prevented the fishermen 
from prosecuting the fishery, and the farmer from getting the 
turf out of his bog. So unfortunately circumstanced, they 
were, during the winter season, obliged to kill their pigs and 
cattle, as well for their own subsistence, as for want of food 
to preserve them, and were thereby left destitute of any 
resource whatever, but such as they derive from the charit- 
able societies. And unless some humane effort is made in 
our behalf to afford us some additional support, the greater 
proportion of the population of this Barony must inevitably 
perisht 



-*»- 



jFVom Mr. William Fennell, ofRehill, near Clogheen^ 
in the County of Tipperary^ llthJuly^ 1822. 

I am grieved to relate, that whilst I went to a milt last 
evening, to see how I could procure a supply of meal, I was 
informed on my return, that a large number of the wretched 
poor people were at my house seeking relief; that my wife, 
after gif ing them what she could spare from her own family, 
yras under the necessity of ordering the cabbage to be cut in 
the garden and given to them, and, melancholy to state-, 
their hunger was so extreme, as to cause some of them to eat 
the cabbage raw. 
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Julyy 1822. 

The pooi; creatures are lying without bed or straw under 
tbem^^some eren without sMrts ott the bare floor hi a miser 
rable cabm^ Oi' under corerof ir wail or hedjge, witb no other 
coTerIng than their ragged, dirtj, and Infected clothes, thefr 
fbod a half-d^ayed renneiited potatoe, tbehr difek cold' 
water* Tills wretched diet har brought them to tUs hnr 
$tate. and its continuance canfe? them to^ an untimetygrare;: 
life IS no longer desirable, and dbath hi a short period,, puts' 
an end to this tragic scene* The erff 7s daHy encreasing^ 
and it is impossible \a say where it may end. 



of King' » Comity im Jui^y J829L 



I shall mendon » nagle instanoe of a fasmer, wha wat 
formerly in respectable circumstances, applying to mjr jres-^* 
' terday for work at eight-pence per day, and assuring me he 
was driven by the most urgent distress, as he and his family, 
consisting of eleven persons, had subsisted for the last three 
days on cabbage leaves, and two of them in a typhus fever* 
I know the man would not have made the applicadon, if h^ 
could have subsisted wiiheut k^ I beg leaie to^ add,^ that I 
am myself giving employment and subsistence to 350 per- 
sons,, which 1 cannot continue much longer^^ as the stock I 
had laid in is. nearly exhaasted, and their whole d^endence 
is upon what I can give them « 



Froia Captain M. P^ Steward^ of Freemounty in the 
Cornel of Carky I9th Jul^^ 1882. 

In consequence of the extreme distress of the fnhabitants 
of this parish, in which I anr quartered, I am induced to 
make an application to the London Committee, confident 
they will take this miserable part of the country under their 
consideration. Since Saturday last, the greatest distress has 
prevailed in consequence of our not being able to employ the 



JaboureiB ; tbe number of starviDg indiYiduals in the parish is 
estimal^at twa thousand ; they have no one to look to fof 
astdstance, no resident gen^emen among them^ or for miles 
distant; the Priest of the parish liTes at a distance^ eokse- 
quently the unfortunate people are left entirely neglected, 
Drbich ha» caivsed me to interest myself for them. The 
sitnatiou of the inhabitants of this part of the coutry is tc^ 
be deplored ; it is out of my power to gpre a jost idea of it ; 
it requires to be seen to be properly known ; their gardens, 
were entirely neglected for want of seed, consequently thej 
are extremely backward, the gireater part not Ueing able to 
plaut until the latter part of June. I have received aid 
occasionally from the Baronial Committee, but the finds are 
now entirely exhausted; tbe distress appears to have en*- 
creased during the laait ten days, and diould they not receiTe 
iinmediatft assistance, Xfeaj the consequence wiU be serious;, 
I am obliged to confine myself to my tent, to avoid the 
groups oi famished wretches who haunt the neighbour- 
hood of my encampment, in h<^& of obtaining relief; and ' 
at thi» moment ths pla^e is crowded witb sipf^&cants ism 
ivorkf 



From the Reo. Jeremiah Molony^ P. P. of Rosscar' 
beri/y County ofCork^ \9th Jufyj 1822. 

Of the extveme nature of tlie distress in this quarter^ you 
possibly have heard instances enough. One of my parishion- 
ers, a man bf the name of Qiin, lived a fortnight on boiled 
sea weed and green cabbagej^ without any ingredient \yhat-> 
e'fer. A fsanHj within two miles of my residence, passed 
sometuBies three days . and ntgfats without any sustenance, 
but water tinged with a little sheep's miUc. All convertea 
every little article, even their clothes into mosey, Ibr food. 
A man of the name of John Jordan, assured me he wouhl 
hafve died of hiinger but for one ten-penny he got for a Ihtle 
bag* of feathers he used as a pillow, and the only luxury he' 
eonld boast of. In a word, but for the EngHsh many thou- 
sands would have perished, and the distress just now ts at 
its height. 



§0 BBPRBiENTATIONf OF DI67BB89*. 



JFroiff the Sligo CommiUee^ transmiUed hy their EecrC' 
tarjf^ the Rev. Wm. Urwickj \9th July^ 18:^. 

Unable \o resist the demands of hunger, the poor hare 
already begun to dig the potatoes whicli haye been planted 
<ml7 a few weeks. The chief Magistrate of onr town in- 
forms as, that in the Immediate neighbourhood of his resi- 
dence, there are three hundred labourers whose families are 
in a state of starration from want of work ; that he has him- 
self witnessed the poor anticipating the ctops of the season 
to supply the xrafings of the moment, bj digging up the 
young potatoes, not larger than hozle nutfy and that the 
early gardens of potatoes are actually, plundered in the 
nidst of day* One of the Roman Catholic clergymen 
silso reports, that a poor man dug nine yards of his po- 
tatoe ridge to furnish himself and his family with a meal. 
If adequate measures are not immediately adopted to ob- 
viate the necessity of such proceedings, the means which our 
poor ought to haTe for subsistence till September, 1829, 
will be consumed before the winter of the present year 
begins. 



From (he Rev, Mr. Hazelwoody of Drumreillj/y in the 
County of Leitrimy to the Rev. TViUiam Bushe^ Dub* 
liny communicated by the loiter ^ 20th July^ 1822. 

I hate just come from Tislting Ballinaglora ; starvation, 
really appears in every countenance. Their only support i» 
the blood of the cattle, that is drawn as the cattle are able 
to bear it. Less than jSIOO will not be of the slightest 
benefit, as all must be given gratuitously ; our funds are all 
expended, and I have no prospect of more. I have seen 
cases of fever, but nothing like what is there* The people 
who die, are buried without coffins. There are 500 familiea 
in actu^ distress. 
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From George Dodwell, Esq. on behalf of the parish of 
KUmactige^ County of SligOy 29th July^ 1822. 

That excltLsiTe of our share of the remittances from Eng- 
land ahd Scotland, amounting to £300, we hare received no 
more than j^20 from any other source, in aid of onr fund 
and exertions, which we do not, in justice to the land pro« 
prietors, impute to Uieir want of benevolent feelings for 
their afflicted tenantry^ but must attribute ^e apparent neg* 
lect to their having largely partaken of the general distress, 
owing to the non-pajment of their usual rents. We lament 
that a few of the inhabitants of the parish have already 
fallen victims to famine and disease. 



From the Rev. James Burrowes^ Killanley Glebe^ 
BalUna^ County of May o^ 30th July^ 1822. 

It IS tnilj afflicting to witness the scenes of distress that 
are presented daily to us, and to be unable to afford the relief, 
we know to be absolutely necessary; to be assailed now 
with the sorrowful complaints of a mother, and the cries of 
her starving children, again more deeply affected by the 
«ilent tears of a father, overpowered by grief, and hunger 
united. One of these poor fetlows lately applied to me to 
give him relief, or procure him work ; his once manly figui« 
would not have been a discredit to the first company in his 
Majesty's service, but was now sadly changed. After telling 
his sad story, he said to me, ^^ I could bear poverty, and 
even hunger myself. Sir, but I am disheartened and driven 
to despaiic when iny eight children cry to me for food.'' 
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From Henry Blake^ Esq. ofRentvle^ in the County 
ofGalway^ to the Mansion House Vommitteey Dublin, 
CotRfnumctxted to the Ix>ndon Commiiteey by Henry 
Grattany Esq^ July 31sty 1822. 

I liad tlie iioooor of accon^paoyk^ Mr* Brearlej 4o three 
el the most distressed vUli^es. We went %j sea^ intending 
to cail Mi Boffin, wbere Sir. Bnearlej is gone to^aj. but 
had not time. On landing at Silleraej, the first dbject that 
struck nS| was a group 4»f half naJbed and apparentl/ half 
famished 'children, with two or three weak^ sicklj looking 
meoi lying about the rocks^ and we w^re soon snrrounded 
though at a distance, by others^ tequali/ Aaked. In the 
Tillage of Ropadilch (1 write chiefljr irom mj notes), we 
first went into the house of John Kinnerley, who was lying 
by the fire, pale, weak, and helpless; our presence he 
scarcely noticed, and from him wo gained little or no infor* 
mation, but his wife told us, he had been in that state six 
weeks from starvation. 

' In the same village, in the bouse of Biddy Feeney, we 
heard f lom the woman that the had lost two children of 
hunger — (this corroborates Flaherty's return to that extent). 
The next house was indeed a scene of wretchedness, which 
pen cannot describe. Mary Mulcheren, the inother of 
eight children, was on a miserable pallet, covered by a 
vretched quUt^ without bedding, in the last stage of ex- 
haustien ; two children on the same bed, looking more like 
starved monkies than anj thi^g I can imagine — one of them, 
vhen moned to be examined^ fell backj as if incapable of 
/exertion ; those around were little better; and to my eye, 
the whole iiamily were marked for death. ' I asked for the 
husband, he was gone for the priest — was said to be rup- 
toped and Incapable of work : one child had died here of 
granger. In another house we found sickness; in all more 
or less tyf extreme exhaustion; in all, nakedness and want. 

M. Copeys has had the distribution in the next town land 
of Averisbeg, under Mr. Loftus. There were two com- 
plaints made as to the last delivery, which were satisfactor* 
ily explained, and I have every reason to think Mr. Coneys 
did his best with what he could get ; he however stated, on 
oath, that to his own personal knowledge, fifteen or sixteen 
had died of starvation within a mile of his house— eight of 
them in the same village ; the people seemed grateful in 
general for his exertions, and one family that had been iik 



great "waut^BSLid^ had it not .been ior Afn. Conejrs' exertiaikif 
Uiey wmiid lia¥e died* Ib his ¥illage luyw^Ker, though we 
hadaot time to visit e^ery humsi^ we ascertsdoed that MUea 
]\ki§j aged S4^ diad ofhuugetyas also Patitck X«ol€'s wife 
andfchild.; the wK»man| finom waat^ miscanried— ^as was stated 
bf iseiveril iaoiates, .having -oftea (been for low dafcs witho«t 
fiocL Tills iaad^ also iest aaolher child. 
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£nMi ifiiikm BurWidcj Esq. ofQaraj King*9 Courtly j 

August 1^ 1889. 

As a maglstn^tCi I fiave had occasion to go through the 
parish, and reiallj noflihig lynt the heart-rending scenes oT 
distress I met with woiAa make me at this time ([ .being 
aware of the nmnerons applications which are dailj making 
to your Comtn'Htee') address you* In Ifhree instances I fonod 
it to lie a'fact thaft these families consisting of thirteen per- 
sons, were two days without a morsel of food. 



Fropi His ixrace the ArcTibishop of Tuarrij 

A^gust39 1822. 

At all times a large proportion of our poor peasantry hare 
no beds, little or no covering at n|ght, few miserable articles 
of furniture, and clc^thing .scarcely sufficient for decency; 
wretched hovels, some without any gardens, and some with 
a few perches, for which of course they must be under some 
rent. I am now speaking from my own persooal knowledge*. 
There is not regular employment for one quarter of our 
ld[)ouring poor, and the wages are six-pence, eight-pence, 
and ten-pence p>er day, with which they are to pay their 
rent, subsist and clothe their families, provide fuel, i&c. &c. 
I would a^ you^ Sir, how this is possible ? A steip higher, 
and a pig maj be added to their other possessions ^ again, a 
cow may be added ; a sheep to this, a horse, a second cow, 
and so on. In the most prosperous times we havd a most 
impoverished and 'ignorant peasantry. A large proportion 
of our people coi^ld not be made worse by any temporary 
visitation c^f providence, except inasmuch as It incapacitates 
their neighbours from ^fibrding that relief which in great 
part had been ^efr only source of sijbslsteuce ; but those 
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whose cases were a little improved by possessing sometbiog^ 
are most extensiTeiy reduced, from the pressure of the pre** 
sent famine : they have sold their clothes, their blankets^ 
their furniture, their pigs^liorses, cows, sheep, in short every 
article upon the earth, to procure food in the early part of 
the present distress, and to avoid their seeking relief by 
public or private aims. Of this there can be no doubt, I 
know it myself, I have learned it from others in all parts of 
this district. In relieving much of the want which I have 
stated, as arising from the state of this particular year, one 
great difficulty occurs to me-r-most of these unhappy people 
are in considerable arrear to their landlords ; much danger 
is to be apprehended that, were you to replace such articles 
1^ they may have sold, in order to procure for themselves 
and families food, they would be seized for the payment of 
their rent, and thus your funds would not meiid their condi- ' 
tion, but would go into the landlord's pocket, a class of 
people who no doubt have a right to a rent for their land, 
and who are very great sufferers from the present depressed 
state of the times. 

I have endeavoured to state to you as well as I can by 
letter, an outline of our sad condition ; be assured I have 
not exaggerated, but (if any thing) I have omitted many 
grievances with which we are afflicted. I am busily engaged 
from four o'clock in the moaning till I go to bed, and am 
obliged to lay aside many important duties of my station for 
this paramount one. 



From the Rev. Charles Hanrahariy Limerick^ 

5th Aug. 18Sg. 

On behalf of the poor of the parish of St. Mary's, I most 
respectfully beg leave to return the ]A>ndon Committee my 
most dncere thanks for this very timely and indeed very 
much wanted relief. 

Your remittance providentially arrived just at the moment 
when every invention of mine, as to how I could continue 
relief to the worn out and despairing poor of St. Mary's, 
parish seemed, to be completely exhausted. Surrounded by 
several hundreds of persons, feeling all the agonies of mind 
and body which naturally arise from despair and actual want 
of food, without a.shilling in my hands for their relief, or a 
prospect of being able to procure relief for them, tknew 
not If hat to do, or where to turn for assistance. It was, 
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S^Tj in this crisis of disttess, that yoar remittance bappiljr 
arnved: ^fords fi^il me to express the feelings of gratitude 
under which I labour at the i^resent Aioment. May the 
God of Charity and the lasting acknowledgements of Ire- 

Japd, he. the reward Af yaur unparalleled beneTolence. 

. The. Parish of SU JMiary is situated io the old town. It 
was on^ce the residence. of all .the wealth, but now the de- 
pot of r.eai^ly all. the .deiperate raisery and wretchedness of 
Limeiick. 

The Committee had to. contend with four or five months 
i^pntinuance c|f distress. Xfnder these circumstances, the 
prudence of the Committee iiorbad them fro.m engaging in 

. any measure of substantial relief. Kitchens were opened, 

. and . boilers erected for preparing .oatmeal porridge; ac^-* 
tain number of pints vof. porridge were loted.to be daily pre* 
pf^red:and dispensed.; bat the number of pint$ allowed did 

. not. e?(ceed h^lf the number of miserable individuals, who 
with tears^ iUid the eager.lmportnnity of hunger, solicited 
.that relief* A. pint of porridge was the greatest relief that 

; ai\y individual could obtain per day ; but to .a family, how* 
eT^r numerous or starring they. may be, only ux pints per 
day, W€ire.:and are still allowed. In the parish of St. Mary, 

, Uv^s .a .man named Dennis Holier, a labourer, who has a 
wife, . mine, unmarried daughters, and three orphan grand- 
children : for several .weeks he could procure no employ- 
ment, nor was any of the daughters able to render the least 
^sistance. to herself or the rest, of the family. Still this 

• large, family, fourteen in number, totally destitute of every 
means to protract existence,, could not obtain more than six 
pints, or about three halfpence worth of porridge per day.. 
At, the period to .which I allude, all the labouring classes 

,were entirely unemployed. Snglish benevolence soon 

.flowed in on the City of Limerick Committee. The first 
object of the Committee, very wisely, was to give employ- 
ment to as many as possible ; weeks had elapsed after the 

. poor of the other parishes of the city were employed, before 

•ithe poor .of .St Mary's .parish could procure employment, 
owing to the reasons stated in the^ letter, published by mf , 
at that time, in the enclosed number of the Limerick Chro-* 
bicle. Tiie poor of St. Mary's were then literally starving. 
I should either make the appeal- which I then did to the 
public, or behold hundreds of persons reduced to the dread- 
ful alternative of dying of hunger, or becoming piunderoK 
to preserve existence. I respectfully request you may be 
pleased to read the letter in the Newspaper, not one word 
of which has been, or could be contradicted, because th« 

E 
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' description fell vastly short of the melancholy reality. 

' Immediately after the publication of that letter, I received 
from the citizens of Limerick, in money and proTisions, to 

^ the amonnt of about ^60^ for the relief of the objects con- 
templated in the letter. The attention of the Committee 
Sv^as likewise turned to the employment of some of the la- 
bouring poor of St. Mary^s parish. But even of the mef*e 

' labourers of the parish, I venture to state, that over half the 
number have not been able to procure employment. All 

• along since that period to the present hour, no language of 

• mine could adequately describe the overwhelming misery 

• and destitution of the remaining unemployed labourers, 
unemployed tradesmen, widows and orphans of the parish. 
The existence of such wretchedness would appear incredi- 

- bie to any but an eye-witness ; — ^how they exist astonishes 
' me. 8uch has been, and such still is, the extreme destitu- 
tion of hundreds in the parish of St. Mary^s, that a bucket 
t>f potatoes is nearly as useless to them as a bucket of stones, 
unless they at the same time get a halfpenny or penny to 
purchase fuel. I have ascertained the fact of a family, to 
whom I liad myself given some potatoes, being obliged to 

' lie down at night without eating a morsel that day, because 
I had forgotten to hand |t penny ibr turf together with 
the potatoes^ I think I may safely state two thousand 
as the probable number of wretched creatures, who rise 
every morning in St. Mary's parish, without any certain 
means or prospect of procuring a morsel of solid food for 
the day ; whilst the number of those who with great diffi- 
culty work out one poor meal in the day, may perhaps be 
estimated at five or six thousand. The great majority of 
the population of St. Mary's parish, are either in tattered 
rags t>r nearly quite naked ; no bed, not even a straw one, 
na article of use or convenience in their miserable habita- 

' tions — dire hunger forced them to pawn or sell every thing 

- for which they could procure one penny. I shall not farther 
' affiict your already too much afflicted feelings, but conclude, 

by again thanking jou for your benevolent remittance for 
the poor of St. Mary's parish* 



■*« 
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JFrom John Carrallp Esq. Mtlltown Malbajf^ Couniy 
ofClare^ dated 6ih Augusty 18SS. 

The popiilat!<m of the Barony of IbricLane exceeds, I 
IbelieTc, 17,000 souls ; and that so many indiyidttals should 
be wholly destitute of the means of subsistence, when labour-^ 
kkg under sickness, is a circumstance hardly equalled in any 
part of the known world. A circumstance mentioned to me 
yesterday by the Catholic Clergyman of this parish, who Is 
the most respectable Catholic rriest I ever was acquainted 
with, will exemplify in some degree the miserable state of 
the peasantry here. This very zealous and humane man was 
called upon if> baptize a new born infant a few days ago* 
Be found the wretched mother lying on a miserable pallet, 
and, by her side was stretched her son, a boy of tweWe or 
thirteen years of age, in a high fever. Of course, as the 
ReT. Mr. Patrick M^Guane himself said, it was not a matter 
of surprise, that in a few days he was again called on to 
administer the last rites of his communion to the unhappy 
Sufferers. |Ie .told me, they had no second apartment where 
ihe sick might be separated from the healthy part of the 
fiimily, and that the lying-in woman was almost without 
coTering, as all the bed clothes of the house, consisting of a 
half worn blanket and some other ragged matters, wero, 
unsigned to the use of the boy. 



From ihe Local Committee of the Parish of Killinavey 
County of Tipperary^ dated iQth August^ 1822. 

We have tearhed with regret that many families amongst 
us have existed for several days on boiled cabbage and other 
Yegetables, without one ounce of solid food^ 



From John MahoUj Esq. of Beshorough^ Money gaily 
King's County y dated August IKA, 1822. 

The instructions received are as closely followed as possi- 
bility admits of, but very many of those that try to kbour, 
drop down In a short time from weakness, and must be 
nourished until restored*^^ 
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From'WUliam Hume^ E^q. Glen Killybtgs, County 
of Donegal^ dated Wk August^ 18S3. 

t find the distress of this parish much greater than I' at 
first Imagined. On my Tisits through some cabins last nightf 
I actually witnessed a person of the name of Caiinpn^ pre*^ 
paring* for the food of his family a young calf that had died ; 
a most disgusting spectacle. All I could say of the danger- 
ous consequence to their health, could not. restrain those 
wretched creatures, from making use of this nearly putrid 
carcase^ Nothing but force would prevent it, and this L 
d^re not attempt. A poor woman of a most sickly and 
squalid appearance, who, deprived of her breast milk by 
fever, followed me^ entreating that I would order a pint of 
milk for the nourishment o{ her child who was pining away 
from want. And those who came for oatmeal were walking 
skeletons. 



FVom Francis O^Beirne, Esq. Jamestown^ Drumsnit^ 
County ofLeitrimy dated ith October^ 1822. * 

On my return to this country after a short absence in the 
month of May last, I discovered many of the peasantry in 
the fields collecting the tops of wild turnips, spinage and 
water-cresses for food, and assembling around the neighbour- 
ing mill for bran and pollard of a bad description, and the 
markets of potatoes ^nd oatmeal around,, me rapidly on the 
advance, and all the appearance of approaching famine. 
Potatoes, that about the same period in the former year were 
from 5d to.8d per cwt. of eight stone, advanced to four 
shillings, and soon after to five shillings, and oatmeal from 
eighteen to twenty shillings per cwt. An association was' 
immediately formed to keep down the price of provisions,' 
which was attended with good efiect. Myself and some 
others established boilers for soup to be given gratis^ and 
some subscriptions were entered into, and it was disco- 
vered that a man named Arthur M^Cleah, within a mile o€ 
this place, and also another of the name of Lanin, died 
from the effects of hunger; the one was a boatman, the 
other a labourer (this reported to me by the parish' priest, 
the Rev. Mr. K)eo'n). They were both men of excellent 
charkcter, and studiously concealed their wants ; we^e this 
not the case they could not hav£ thus suffered. Tills parishy 
Kiltphartj about this time received from Government ^100, 
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which, with the assistance of some sahscriptions, enabled 
relief to be given on a more extended scale, and which had 
become indispensable. The wild looks and famished ap- 
pearance of the peasantry sufficiently told their wants. 
Several other parishes also got some aid from Government. 
Yonr Committee, on onr wants being made known, soon 
followed with their liberal aid. Shortly after the Central 
Committee W90 Ibn^ed. 

Amongst the various and numerous cases of distress laid 
before us, one of the Coroners, Mr. James Nowlan, reported 
to us a man having died of starvation in the parish of Kiltu- 
bride,. and that the inquest of his jury was according. The 
Rev. Mr. Carroll, Parish Priest of Ballinaglera, a moun- 
tainous district, represented the state of a numerous popu- 
lation living on the tops of wild roots^ and that he was 
convinced that several had already died from want. An 
industrious family of the namie of Latty, in the village of 
Leitrim, lay down literally to die — for want of food. Such 
is the miserable state of this country, that at present I could 
get in this neighbourhood several hundred of good labourers 
at the hire of five pounds of meaL per day, which at the 
{Aresent price is not four^pence. 



•4 • 



CAUSES OP DISTRESS. 



From l^essrs Beamish and Crawford^ dafed CarJc^ 

Uth Mat/, 1822. 

From our kno\y ledge of the state of thq working classes 
in Cork, we have no doubt that their situation is truly de^ 
piorable, principally arising from want of employment* 
Skibbereen, and from that town io Bantry, and along the 
coast, appear to suffer most, by the failure in the potatoi^ 
crop. 



From the Rev. Horace Tozmsend, ClonakiUj/y in th^ 
County of Cork, 15th May, 1822. 

# 

The present depression of agriculture, the main source of 
prosperity here, would of itself occasion no small distress 
among an overflowing population, a great proportion of whon^ 
live by their daily labour, and must consequently, be great 
sufferers from any circnms^tance that diminishes the incomes 
of their usual employers. £yen among our gentry there are 
not many who can do niore than barely support themselyes. 
But the chief cause of the present wretchedness is the gener 
Tal failure of that crop on which all the lower prde;rs of Irish 
depend in so great a degree, that whateyer be the cost of other 
articles of sub^stence, abundance of potatoes always secures 
a sufficiency for the poor, while for their scarcity no other 
crops compensate, because their price is above the panper'« 
reach. ' 



i * " ■ * 

» ■ • • » . * 

At a Meeting 6/ the Inhabitants of the Parish ofKilto^' 
harfy Countt/ of LeHriiny 16th May^ 1822. 

... • * 

Ilesolyed,: — T^^ ^rom the failure of the potatoe crop ia 
the last harvest throughout this parish, an alarming scarcity 
, of the usual sustenance for the labouring poor has taken 
place, so much so, as to fill us with every apprehension, 
that without immediate relief, a general famine may tak^ 
place amongst us. 



• 
From the Right Hon. Maurice Fitzgerald^ Knight of 

J^rrj/y nth Majff 18?2, 

The deficiency in the potatoe crop of last year, blending 
^ality and quantity, may be assumed to be one half. The 
muversal food of the peasantry of this county is the potatoe 
in Ordinary y^rs« The oat crop was also deficient and bad« 
From the-unusual and protracted wetness of the season, a 
great deficiency of hay likewise occurred. Although this 
is generally speaking a butter country, the fanners most 
improvidently depend exclusively on hay for winter food ; 
accordingly in the present spring great numbers of cattle 
have been lost, even by the most considerable graziers,, and 
in general they have been compelled to apply sheaf oats to 
the support of their in-calf cows. 

The consequei\ce has been a considerable deduction from 
the local supply of oats, for which 16d. per stone has beett 
in some instances demanded, and that resource cut off from 
the food of the poor. 

The peasant is accustomed to produce from his potatoe 
garden the entire food for his fkmily. If that fail, nothing* 
can enable him to draw it from the market except full dey 
ikumd for labour, and payment in ready money. 

The kte depression of prices has nearly extinguished the 
middle class- of farmers. The demand for labour has beea 
diminished in proportion. The second rate class of land- 
owners has suffered so much in their incomes, that their em- 
ployment of labour has been every where abridged, in fnost 
cases abandoned. 

^ The principal proprietors are habitually absent. The 
accumulation of these causes has thrown on the public cha« 
^tyii mass of famishing beggary which is quite frightful^ - 



7jf CkVttn dp DinitftM; 

The local efforts for relief haTe been, in eonsequence, as 
cpifsiderabie as the means of the resident contributors wHl 
allow. There is also consider ible judgment evinced in the 
administration of such small funds. In many cases absent 
landlords have contributed liberally, but all efforts of this 
limited description would leave numbers to starve. 



from Mqfor D^Arc^, of Dali/stown^ Loughrea^ in the 
County of Gulwat/y 2lst May^ 1822. 

The great misfortune of this country is, that with an over- 
grown population there is little or* no eniployment for the 
labouring classes, and that in many districts there are no 
resident gentry to form societies, or enter into subscriptions 
to relieve the distressed^ and lio one of course to make ap- 
plication for the sufferers ; and where there are some few 
reiMents of the better classes, they are unable to give as* 
sistance fitun the difficulty of finding sale for their stocky 
and the impossibility of getting rent from their poor tenan- 
try ; and, in some instances, there is such a variety of 
persons having interest between the head landlord and the 
actual cultivator of the soil, that little or nothing can be 
expected in those cases on application for aid <m the present 
occasion* 



■prom the Local Committee of Burriscarray County of 
Mayoy dated 23d ibf*^, 1822. 

' The general failure of the potatoe crop, against the want 
of which no provision was left to the poor, in consequence 
of many landed proprietors having obliged their tenantry to 
dispose of what means they a^ first possessed, for the pay* 
ment of rents^ at the early markets, and low disadvantageous 
prices; together with the summary exaction of an enor* 
mous local taxation, tithes, and church cesses, have been 
the past cause of present distress. The existing cause is the 
low price of cattle, as, if alive after the scarcity of winter, 
the cow, the calf, and yearling sheep, (the pnly present dis-p 
potable produce of the peasant) would hardly bring as much 
at A fair as could subsist his family for the last mouth, and 
thai which is passing. Nor are even any of these resources 



iti the hanA et nnnre fhaii a feir : <d«t4ii| tlife*we< itly ' ipu 'lwfei 
of winter ind springy tbejr were saSeted to gd at anyiirio^ 
in. iNPder to rellere the Immediate arg^iej-of the proprietor* 



At a Meeting of the GetttteifUn of the Barony of Kenry^ 
County ofLimerickj S3d May^ JftZS^ . 

Resolved,— That it appe9.ts t<^ this raeeting that our im- 
mediate, distress in a great measure arises Irom v the poverty 
and want of employment of the labouring classes, there 
heing a sufficiency of pom tp^be/proQored, but a total ;vraat 
ofthe means of dc^Dgso* . • 



Memorial of the Inhabitants of the Parish of Drum^ 
leasey County ofXieiirim^ 23d May^ 18S3. ' 

• 

' That we are fully persuaded the' present accumulated dis* 
^essof the poor, arises from that want of employment and 
protection naturally attendant on the residence of the landed 
proprietors^ all of whom are absentees, and their repfesen* 
tatives, the farmers, rendered totally incapable of afrofdi'ng 
ereii the usual wages for labour, or of meeting th6ir o\^n rent 
engagements, from the very depressed state of agHcufture. 



From J. £. Stricklandy Esq. of Loughglyn^ in the 
County of Roscommon^ S5<A ^ay^ 1823* 

" In thiSujeoiuitty^nB manu&cture or.any demand for laboat 
exists, by which the poorer classes can obtain money to por* 
chase provisions in the market. All derive their subsistence 
from th,e produce of small holdings of land, on which they 
exist in cabins, the wretchedness of which is to be conceived 
only by those who have witnessed'it. 

The land prodoees potatoes, eats, and a small quantity of 
4ax* t The latter, where they are fortunate enough to have 
it,' affords employment to the female .part of the family 
daring the winter months ; .that, together with the oats, and 
mtenapart of the. potatoes J barei^. suffice |to pay the reiil, 
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#Dd poiafan alona remai:ii 4o lappert the family^ In the 
present season, the crop of potatoes on the west coast haa. 
b^Q very jlefiotent^ - addled to which 4 Urg^ portion of .those 
which were stored in pits, have rotted from the damp state 
and want of maturitj in which they were laid up. 



*^ 



From the JRev. Michael Ittz-Gerald, P. P. Drum* 
colhhery CoufUjf of Limerick^ 2Sth May^ 18!^» 

You must have observed hpw seldom it happens in this- 
country, that the labour of th^ poor roan is requited with 
ready money* He gives labour for hb garden, rent, and 
ty the. He gives labour in exchange foF horses to draw 
out his manure, or draw home his turf. He labours for 
the taylor, the weaver, the smith,' and even for the priest 
and justice, in payment of the benefits derived from their 
various ctUingi* In a wbrd, he works for every thing bul; 
ready money. . In general the poor people here have no 
money dealings, but in buying and selling their pigs, and 
paying their bog money. This system answers very well 
as long as the popr man has potatoes enough raised by hi^k 
own labour \ but where, as in the present instance^ this re- 
source totally falls him, his embarrassment and difficulty in 
procuring foo4 is greater than can be conceived. He may 
be surrounded by plenty, li^ut in this plenty he cannot sh^re 
without paying the price, an^ this price, however small, he 
finds it, under his circumstances, impossible to procure. In 
ordinary years his employer might relieve him by a loan^ 
but at present the farmers are themselves impoTerished be- 
yond measure, and tl^e little money they can scrape tpT 
gether goes to buy corn and meal for the support of their 
own families. I have known the horses of farmers working 
for weeks without shoes, for want of the ready money, with- 
out which, in the present season;^ the starved mechanic cant 
jdot afford ie work. 



Trom Henry Wallis^ Esq, of Drishane CasUe^ 
County ofCorhj 28th May^ 1822. 

The failure of last year^ potatoe crop, as well as the sus- 
pension of all works but those of absolute and unavoidable 
necessity, arc the causes of the present extreme misery.' 
We have in this remote dtstrtci no manufacture, and oui^ 
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luboiirers liaire bden tjiitnni «at ef employment lil.iM>ofle* 
qaence of the law prices of ereij article of agricoUnnil 
produte^ and the ^consequent poverty of onr farmers an# 
l^entry*' .- . .. r . . 

The few resident gentlemen in these parishes, have already? 
done so much, by encreasiAg the number of persons in their 
employment, and by giving provisions to the famisliing' 
peasantry that surround them^ that little more can be ex» 
pected from thenu 



m^rn'm* 



From the Rev. Thomas Tuckey, Hector ofDromor 
league^ County of Corky 29th May^ 1823. 

WorK, there Is none* If money were to be earned, there 
might still be a gleam of hope $ but those farmers who have 
heretofore employed labourers, find their means so reduced, 
that they have been compelled to discharge them* The 
vest humane among them leave them perhaps in possession 
of their, miserable cabins, but any other assistance than a 
roof to shelter the^n, they are unable to afford* In aggra^ 
vation of this calamitous state of things, I have to add, the 
total want oT resident gentry in the parish, who might,- by 
local contributions^ do something towards alleviating the 
general misery. 

,t > . • • 

jProm. St^hen GaUwey^ Esq. of KiUamtyy in the 
County of Kerry y 31st May^ 1828. 

To the unusual wetness of last season, which occasjoned a 
very general failure of the potatoe crop ; to the total sus- 
pexision of the payments of rents, arising from depression in 
the value of all country produce (which deprives the gentry of 
the power of giving en^ployment), as well as the totsd stagpa*' 
iion in trade, may be traced the state of extreme poverty and 
jiistress to which our unhappy peasantry have been reduced* 



Memorial of the Vicar and principal Parishioners of the 
Parish of Killynumeryy County of lieitrim^ Isi 
Juncy 1822. 

'. That your memorialists feel themselves imperativety called- 
upon at this crisis, to iipply for a share of that bounty which; 
Jia& been so Uberally afforded j as they Me surxonnded Is^ a 



w 
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popvltitiott 0I seyen thoitaand sonfai^ <irho frenttlie faBvare of 
the.ipQtatpe orop: last year^ absentee landiarcb (prinaipidlj^ 
reyJAiBg in £|igland), aad rack rei\ts^ aoe sow in a-stata^^f 
absolute starvatioD, and utterly unable, to plant their, landip 
ifKich are waste for want of seed. ^ 

': Your memorialists beg leare jfiirther to state, thatnnleia 
i^ most pitMopt assistance be lifforded) there i» no knowia^ 
tia .what lengths Camineand disease may drive the wretched 
inhabitants of this ill-fated parish, the greater part of whi^ 
are at this moment without 4>ne day's subsistence. 



From Mrs. Jane Sandford^ Castlereagb^ Cotmtjf of 

Rasco^rnqn, 9d Juncy 18S@. 

«, I beg leave io represent: to yon the deplorable situation 
Qf . the poor in this neighbourhood i-rAn a district cottsisyi^ 
Qf above, twenty villages, the last year's cp«ps totally, failed, 
and even thq flax, our staple commodity, the source, of our 
weal^]^, and the occupation of our poor, perished with the 
wet.. 



c 



Fxom Nassau Forster, Esq. (Magistrate of DonegalJ^ 
the Rev. James Ramsmj^ Curate^ and other Inhabi- 

•' tants of the Parish of Tempkcronej County ofBone-^ 
gal J June Hth,^ 1822. 

The first and principal cause of the distress is the almost 
total failure of the potatoe crop last year, so that the pro- 
duce did not exceed seven months consumption^ and in many 
qaseis not so much. 

2d, The non-importation of provisions^ unless on such 
terms as to be utterly beyond the means of the purchasing 
poor; 

3d. The low price for kelp and stockings, the only manu- 
factures of the parish ; the former article has so far fallen in 
value, that the best and most experienced labourers are not 
ible to eiam more than from four to &ve pence per day. As 
to the knitting of stockings,- k has been most accurately 
ascertained, that a female with her utmost 'exertions is un- 
able to- earn more than from one penny to three-halfpence 
ptorday. 1 ' - 

.: 4^ The. depreciated valu§ of eattle,,for which there iihn# 



dttnatfAd. As an instance of the correctness of this statemeut, 
a two jearsold heifer, in good condition, has heen offeredjor 
half a hundred weight of oatmeal, valae nine shillings. 

5th. The total absence of money and want of emploj- 
finelit; these w-e-oonstder^tke priacipai causes of the present 
distr«fls* .... 



The Memorial of the Curate, Churchwardens, arii 
principal Inhabitants of the Union ofManorhamilton\ 
' County of Leitrimy 6th June, 1822. 

That yoHr memorialists feel themselves imperatively called 
upon to apply to year Committee for a share of that bount;^ 
which has been so charitably bestowed, to be extended to an 
Union of sixteen miles in length and nine in breadth, and 
inhabited by upwards of Eighteen thousand persons, a great 
proportion of whom, from the failure of the potatoe crop, 
and from want of en^ployment (not a siiigle landed proprietpr 
residing in this exifcensive district)^ are unable either to crop 
a considerable portion of their lands, no\4r ready for the 
seed, or even to procure one day's support towards their 
wretched existence. 



From James Cuff, Esq. Creagh, Ballinrobe, County 

of Mayo, June 1th, 1822. 

The parish of Ross in Galway contains Seven thousand 
three hundred inhabitants ; they have hitherto been accus- 
tomed to purchase the provision they required, over what 
their land produced, by the sale of the cattle reared on the 
fBOuntainSy bnt now there \9 po demand for them they caii- 
notsell them at any price. Potatoes cojostitute their almost 
only food, and with their last harvest that crop suffered 
rnpeh more than in the low land%**-rit almost entirely .failed. 
There are no resident (jrentlen>en in that parish : I am th» 
only landed proprietor who ever at all visits it| and, :bein^ 
attached to, the country, I sometimes spend a few days at^. 
Lodge I have in the mountains. It has no Protestant^Clergy^ 
man resident, nor a resident protestant except myself, .buib 
the Parish Priest is a worthy respectable Gentleman*;; . h^ 
and I- have called a meeting of the most respectable of jtiie 
inhabitants,' but suck is the, want .of money that we could not 
get Ten pounds; to this I shall add Fifty pounds, but.whajt 
is that to support above Pour thousand distressed beings, 
until the harvest. 
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From the Honorable and Venerable the Archdeacon of 
Ardaghy daUd Macknajfy BalSnasloej County qf 
Oc^Boagf^ June l^th^ 18S2. 

The «axB\\ tenements into which this^ conntiy is divided 
and subdivided, have their advantages and disadvantages ;-— 
cdvantagesj because employment is afforded to the labourer, 
and he expends upon his garden timcy that could not b% 
otherwise occupied, and which produces much of his sub- 
sistence for the year: — disadvantages^ as a temptation is 
held out to enter into their premature and indiscreet mar- 
fia^es, whiqh swell the population beyond what has ever 
l>een contemplated. The failure in these very gardens by 
an adverse season, has occasioned the misery which is spread 
all over the south and west» 



Jrom Charles Kins O'Haray Esq. Nj/mphsfield^ 
County of SligOj llthJune^ 182!^. , 

Five-sixths of the rents of this large pariah are remitted 
from it, mostly to England* The failure of the potatoe crop, 
and the deficiency in the oats, have thrown numbers who in 
4»ther years grew sufficient for the consumption of their fami- 
lies and to enable them to contribute to the support of actual 
paupers, into equal distress from the general want of Uie 
means of giving employment* 



From the Rev. Malachy Duggan, of Donata, near 
Kilrush^ in the County of Clares llth June^ 1822. 

The quality of the soil in the Barony of Moyarta has in « 
bfgh degree contributed to its present calamity ; it consists 
of yellow clay, and requires perfect temperature to answer 
the expectfttions of the husbandman ; last season being ex- 
tremely wet proved fatal to it. From the Barony of Moy- 
arta, the City of Limerick is supplied with turf; the want of 
roads prevents the people from turning it to shore in the 
winter season ; when the summer ushered in, the price of 
turf became low, and the people having none but internal 
resources, were left in their present destitute state. 
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FwnMi^r Thomas D'Arct/^ Dah/stown^ Laughrea^ 
County of Gcdway^ ^ih June^ 183S. 

I could not haTe supposed two months back that there 
iTOuld be ianj thing like the extreme distress and want that 
now shows through the countj, as in the course of my official 
dutj) visiting every part of my district, consisting of thirteen 
Baronies, I saw quantities of potatoe pits every where dis* 
persed, but on opening them it unfortunately turned out that in 
many instances the potatoes had nearly rotted froqii continual 
rains ; and to this, together with the great want of money, 
and. the difficulty the labouring classes find in obtaining 
«mployment, is to be attributed the present appalling dis- 
tress* 



From the Rev. M. Collins^ P.P. dated Skibbereert^ 
County of Cork^ June 20*A, 5882* 

The supply of food is not less than in some other years of 
Kcarcity when the distress was not so great as at presents 
7he quantity 4>f food (including grain) fit for the consttmp*^ 
^on of the people is perhaps su&cient, if there were meant • 
of distributing it amongst them. The existing distress affeCtft 
two classes of the population in this district* 1st. Working 
men of all descriptions dependent on daily or weekly wages 
for their subsistence. 2cl. The poorer or small farmers who 

- form a very great proportion of the peasantry. Want oT 
employment, joined to the failure of the potatoe crop, is the 
cause of the distress felt by the first class. The second is 

^ Aot affected by the wUnt of employment, of which enough is 
always found in the lands they occupy^ but by the want 6( 
food caused by the failure of the potatoes, their usual article 
of consumption^ and by the necessities of the landlords (whc^ 
for. the moat part are middle men), whom die low prices of 
^rain compelled tq seize, at an early period of the year, the 
whole of the corn crops for rqnt, thereby leaving the occn* 
pyiog tenants without food, money, or credit, and in thie^ 
greatest distress. The radical cause of the sufferings of thi«r 
cluss are high rents, and low prices,, which for the reason 
liow assigned, leaves them without resource when the ctfop* 
iof potatoes fails* 



< . 



JFrbm the Rev. George Sptnght, and G. E. D^Uan^ 
Esq. dated. Casmn^ ^d> June^ 1823. 

So great is the ^iffieulty of procuriag monej^ — so gteneral 
the distreps amoog us^ that the subscriptions raised in this 
town and its vicinity, do not amount to more than Fifty 
JPonnds, the greater part of which has been expended ofi 
fUitdi potatoes. 



'from the Rev. Richard Thomas Hearn, Minister, \ihe 
Rev. Thomas Beirne^ P# P^. and the Churchwarden 
ofArddghj County of Longford, 1st July, 1822. ■ * 

From both our enquiry and our own knowledge we believe, 
that: this calamity ha3 arisen from a failure of the. ptftatde 
trop of last year. And find that it presses chieAy upon the 
labouring peasant accustomed to support Himself and family 
under similar failures, by the fruits of 'his labour* Of fhis 
source, we find he is now deprived from, the want af « ctVc»» 
hfting medium. And do declare, that we ha?e found many 
instances of industrious poor pining with hunger while anxious 
for empioyment. 



Srbm Justin M^darty^ Esq. Carrignavar, Cwnty of 

Corky AthJulyy 1822. > 

The farmeri' labourer takes a house for which he generalljr 
pays about. Thirty. shillings, and a potatoe garden averaging 
about Sixor Sevenpoundsper acr€ in this part of the coimty, 
and fr6m Ten to. Twelve in the richpartsy for which ht 
pays by labour Oat.tiie mte of Sut^ence haljpenng -i^t Aiedt. 
iMi yoar tbe potatoe crop was so bad that he left it on th^ 
farmer'^ hands, knd was obliged to buy provisions with any 
little dtose he might have saved. The'igenerarimprovidence 
•f \>ar peasimtry rendered their means of supply but scanty, 
and they were driven to pledge every article they possessed^. 
I do Dbt eadiggevate when I assure yon, that in ihis pari^ 
there are among the labouring class few who have ndt disposed 
of bed clothes, wearing apparel, and even the few household 
articles they possess. 



«AtnM or IHlTBMS. 



From John Oodiey, Esq. 'Killiem; m the ContUv of 
Lcitrim, litk July^ I8S3. 

The great 'mlsfoftane we labour ilnder is the trBnt of em> 
plofment for onr poor, and the low price of cTery thing 
triikh the gmall ^liner and manufacturer has to sell. The 
failure of the flax crop last year has added csnsidemblj 
to our difficulties, for ia ordinary years, in this part of Ire- 
land, the women of the family, by spinning the flax which 
hu grown on their own little farm, are enabled. to asiiit 
msterially 111 tSe support of the house. This year Aey luTe 
none of their own, and are unable td buy flax. The master 
of the family, who probably is a weaver, suffers in conse- 
quence. In short, onr distress is not to be attributed either 
to absolute scarcity of provisions, or to any exorbitant price 
which they bear in the markets, but wholly and solely to 
the want of money among the people. 



Awn Ifte Reo, Michael Tobin, P.P. Uniaa ofArdmoref 
Cotaay of Waterjord, 15th July, 1888. 

Thedittreas in these parishes was rather nnexpedodjit.wM 
only when the people were obliged to open their potatoe, pits, 
teprepare for the spring tillage, that they fonndmore ^anhalf 
their stock completely rottm and unfit for use, >occasi«ned 
by the heavy and constant nuns during winter. The want 
of employment, added to this disappoibtment, has tlirowa 
upwards of three hundred and fifty families, averaging fiie 
to each family, into the deepest distress. To add still more 
to the misfortune of these poor people, we have no leii^ent 
laadlotd ia one of the parishes, eootfunvig npSvards of three 
thousand sonli, and only two resident gentlemen in the 
other, brides the cle.rg^ of both persuasions — these have 
Mt nvtliing nhdone to altevtate the misery of the poor. 



Avm the Rev. H. R. Ditwson, Castlecamer, 'Cp.anty 
of Kilkenny, July 19, 1S29. 

The pkifrii of CastlecMier, of which I amthe HeetiH', 
conb^ fourteen .tbmstnd'lnhsbitauts, who, Iwing tMnAj 
nt^orted bgr WiUt^ in t, cwtllery, are M tfw %i&tt^ 
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purchasing their provisions in the neighbouring county. The 
receipts of that' colHerj have latterly 4eor^tt«ed * frori^ 
£30,000 to about i6l3,00Q per annum, vnhile the popula- 
tion has considerably encreased, so that the wages are ne- 
cessarily lower^ and naany persons are altogether out of em- 
ploymenty added to which their small potatoe gardens were 
rendered for the most part useless by the constant rains^ aS 
I can testify from actual examination. 



f^rcm Francis O^Bieme, Esa, Jamestown Lodge^ 
Drumsnoy County ofLeitrmy 93d July y 1883. 

The (leasantry in the south and west of Ireland, (whd 
hate been the principal objects of your bounty) have been 
ktHpped of every species of property to have served M 
pledgee, before they did or could have received altos. ' The 
loom, the wheel, the reel for yam, and in some instances 
the womens' cloaks, were sold for some trifle to purchase 
food, and not pledged as may have been represented. Since 
the close of the French war, every thing termed property 
has been gradually sacrificed to the demands of the tithe 
Proctor, the collector of County cess, and the needy and 
impoverished landlord ; the great decline in the value of 
agricultural produce in a country for the most part depend- 
ing on it, and not met by a. corresponding reduction of rent^ 
tithe, and other charges; the serious alteration in the cir- 
culating mediam^-^added to the failure of the- last potatoe 
4;rop, have formed such a climax! of misery, as can scarcely 
be credited by Englishmen. 



^-i« 



From tht Reo. Richard Pennefather, Cashelj County 
of Tipperart/y July 27 thy 1828. 

With the exception of a sum of £\^y which has been 
applied to the immediate relief of the most distressed, no 
money has as yet been given, except for labour, the want of 
employment being the great evil pressing on the poor of 
this town; and the reality, and extent of the evil will be 
manifest to your Committee, when 1 state, that numbers are 
daily contending for employment at eight-pence per day ; 
.and tliat'>i^ the first dfty on which empjoyment was gite-n, 
"vMiy pel-sons tasted. no food from tlie .preceding day^ ttU 
tfaejr wtra paid by the Gomnuttee in the evening.' , : « 
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Prom the Most Rev. Dr> Oliver Kelly, ii. C. Arch^ 
"bishop of Tuaniy 2d August, IS22. 

Thete, are certain classes of the cdmtnanitj to wbom nb 
iacifify of obtaining assifttance seems. to be afforded, from 
the fluids placed by the^govenuneot at the disposal of th^ 
Central Committee. Of this class are decent tradesmen^ 
who by an unavoidable reverse of fortune, are reduced to 
the last ebb of human misery, and who, from the want of 
a istn&ll Capital to purchase materials for work, are Unable td 
^tisfy. the cravings of a numerous and helpless proge.sy. 
There are others who had seen better days, now silently 
sinking into the grave, because they are ashamed to make 
their wants known, and whose feelings will not allow them 
t6 mingle with mendicants, and crave assistance at a publiQ 
8tor6. If small remittances of money were faithfully and 
jlidicioasly applied in relieving the objects I now describei 
land who are so frequently to be met with in the small towns 
of this Archdiocese, I know of no species of charity that 
tould be better employed, or would be productive of more 
good. There are many tradesmen now leading a life of 
idleness and poferty, who would, if enabled to purchase 
materials, return to their industrious habits, and become 
Xiseful members of society. 



From Major Powell, Sharavogue, near ttoscredf 
County of Tipperary, August ith, 1822. 

There have been great exertions made in this county to^ 
"Wards the relief of the poor, by giving employment in various 
shapes, and it is only within the last month that distress 
has become so prevalent. In this county provision has been 
^and is abtfndant, aiid very cheap. To the want of emfoy^ 
tiient lilone call Ite attribute th^ pi-esent misery. 



From t)avid O^Brien, Esq. Cloon^ County ofLeilrim^ 

August m, 1822. ' 

But the greatest of efvils to be apprehended id, the des-^ 
tfiictio'n that must inevitably be made of the young crops di 
potato^ pow scarcely formed in the ground, if those wretched 
cr^atuire^' tit not supported by otheir means^ at least for tlut 
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and the two ensuiDg weeks. This, and the destraction of 
the oats, as soon as ripe for nse, by conyerting it into whis- 
key, (which the extreme poverty of the people will compel 
them to, notwithstanding the severity of the law against it) 
ioiust entail a continuance of misery, and involve our country 
in greater calamities for the ensuing year* 



AiaMeeting of the Comrhitteefor the relief of the Poor 
\^Skibbereenandits Vicinitt/^ held on the Qth of Aug* 
1822. 

Thomas Clarke, Esq. in the Chair. 

Resolved — That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
if they had any assurance that any considerable portiQu of 
the. Poor now depending on their funds for subsistence' were 
to be employed in public or other works under the iHsh 
Government, they would have no occasion to trespass further 
on their munificent benefactors, the London Committee, for 
the Relief of Irish distress ; but in the absence of such assu- 
rance, and well knowing the extreme poverty of the popu- 
lation in this district, which would disable them from jpur-* 
chasing provisions though ever so abundant^ they dare not 
decline, until some employment is afforded, that aid, by 
means of which alone they have been hitherto enabled to 
preserve multitudes from absolute famine* 



From William Hume, Esq. Glen Killt/hegs^ County 
ofDonegaly Htk September^lSSS. 

Upwards of 100 families are, at this moment^ ffrom age^ 
sickness, or some bodily infirmity, unable to provide for 
their own wants, besides others who are willing to work, but 
have no employment ; indeed the situation of the poor in 
this parish is very miserable. Their livelihood is rendered 
^o precarious y from their cultivated lands being so high, and 
«o mnch exposed to those dreadful gales which generally 
blow frQm the Atlantic Ocean at the season when the crops 
are most liable to injury, and so frequently mar the fair 
prospect of their harvest j btit this evil is small in comparison 
ixi that which has arisen from the indolent, lazy^ and im- 
^inoral habits acquired by the traffic of illicit distiUatipn^ so 
universally prevalent among the lower classes here. Two 
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causes li^ve tehded ' very much to promote 4his injurious 
practice;— the inability of the people, from the want of roads 
to cooTey tlieir produce from the parish to a mtirket, being 
obliged to c6nvert.it, by manufacture, into a portable com«* 
pass; asda want ol:inciteinent to other industrious occmc> 
pations* 

The manufacture of flannel', .which, some years since, was 
carried 'on here to a considerable extent, has latterly declined 
very muchj as.welLas linen^^—both frotai want of encourage* 
ment ; the poor not having the means of procuring wheels^ 
looms, or even the raw material. And thus are tlie femalesy 
who, in other parts of the country, contribute so muclvHo 
the support of their families, and by their own example in- 
culcate upon the minds of their children industrious habits^ 
passing their time inactively and uselessly, oir if eugaged^ 
occupying the place of the males in the more rude and la» 
borious out-work duty. 



From A. B. Rowan^ Esq, Tralee^ County of Kerry\ 

2\st Septembery 1822. 

And it would be unpleasant and useless to investigate the 
motives of other absentees who have neither merit nor ne« . 
cessity to plea^; still, whatever is the cause, the effect on 
the peasantry is the same; deserted by their protectors, 
their natural abilities and powers are unimproved and un- 
employed, and now, when strangers to every thing but the 
wants of our people, yon ask for co-operation in the bene* 
volent wol*k of ameliorating their condition, too many are 
absent who should be first tb answer. 



From the Rev. W. Urwicky Sligo^ 23 September^ 1822. 

By the good Providence of God, we- are favoured with the 
best of harvest weather, and the crops of all kinds in this 
neighbourhood are most abundant. Still, so radically bad 
is the condition of this wretched country, that the very 
bounties of the Almighty, can, in some respects, scarcely 
be considered as blessings. The larger the crops the lower 
will be the rate of sale, and the greater portion must go to 
*atisfy the demands of the landlord. Provisions will pro-* 
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iNiblj be lover this season, tbaii they have been Ibr years 
j^Tecedtfig, but that is of little avail to benefit our poor, be*, 
cause they have no means of purchasing at any price. 
There is no work for them, no wages to be earned, no money 
ckottlattng among the lower classes; in fact next to none 
among any class. 

Until some system for giving permanent employment be 
provided, Ireland will ne?erbe permanently benefited. The 
unequalled zeal and liberality of the British public^ have 
inverted the storm for this year, but if things are allowed to 
proceed without alteration from their present course,. the 
general and total luin of our population cannot be far dis- 
tant. Already accumulated calamities have crushe>d our 
poor^ and what might be termed in courtesy the rtcA, are 
•l^ginning to feel their approach. In many cases, perlmps 
most^ debts have been contracted equal to the value of es^tates 
at the highest war rents. Reduce those rents. And the pro* 
prietor is reduced to beggary. 

To better the condition of . this country however, educa- 
tion must accompany the provision of employment, such an 
education as will improve and form the princq)le^ and morak 

of men. 

t., .. . ^ 



From Dr. Lawder, Fenagh, County of LeUrmk, 

24Lth September^ 1822. 

Let me entreat, for the county at lar^e, uot to exclude 
it, for in Ireland there is not a poorer peasi^ntry, . nor one 
ntore oppresse4« No selfish motive induces me: to intrude 
myself, but was a part of the £40,000 which the Comnuttee 
have at their disposal, laid out in the manner which 1 took the 
liberty of suggesting, when I intruded myself for the benefit 
of this parish, and which yon have so kindly promised to 
attend to, it would be the- means of setting many h\indreds 
of industrious people to work, who, during the unparalleled 
distress of our country, might have starved, were it not for 
iBnglish bounty and humanity. ^ I say unparalleled, beeaus^ 
they pined in the midst of abundance^ from the want of the 
means of buying alone. They were idle for the want of 
capital to be employed. 
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From the Most Rev. Dr. Oliver Kelly ^ Tuam^ 

October Ist, 1822. 

In this part of the country the agricoltnrists or land* 
holders hlAuir under the greatest distress* Besides tithes 
and other h^ayy local assessments, thej pay exorbitantly 
high rents for land, while the prodace of the ground bears 
no proportion in price to the rack rents and taxes. The 
tenantry are thereby compelled to throw up the lands to the 
proprietors, .and without any fault or folly on the part of 
the poor people, they remaiki unemployed, and become idlers 
not from choice, but from necessity. It were therefore much 
ijo be wished that your Committee and their trustees on this 
side of the water had it -in their power to relieve this nu^ 
raerous and most ineritorious class of the community. 

The manufacture of frize for the men, and of flannel and 
drugget for the females, ought to be immediately under- 
taken,, as the peasantry stand much in need of clotMng. 



Froxoithfi Rev* George Forsferj" Thurlesj Couniyi of 
Tipperary, 3lst October, 1822. 

The great evil of the poor in my parish, is the want of 
employment. An overgrown population of the labouring 
class, tempted there in former years by cheap food and fuel^ 
and the demand for labour, which eight distilleries (now re« 
linquish^d) gave rise to, are without employment for al^ve 
half their time, and a^e exist^ig mi rags, filth, lu^d wretched^ 
]|ess^ 



f. 
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RELIEF OF distress: 



From tH Earl ofBantrj/y County of Corky 

SithMa^y 1822. 

Lord Bantry begs to say^ that in this Barony, employment 
iroul^ make every one happy ; food can be- had, but not the 
means ; and employment would be of great senrice, prevent 
disaffectioD^ and complete useful and necessary works^ 



From CoL Trench^ BalU/nakiU^ QueefC$ County ^ 

^mMay, 1822. 

I haye only one observation to make. That in every case 
assistance would be most usefully administered, not as a 
donation, but as a loan ; to be repaid by weekly instalments 
or by employment, or by both, withholding from the pay- 
ment of work done, that proportion which it is judged right 
to take each week in liquidation of the loan. 

The practical lesson thus taught to poor Irishmen, will be 
of infinitely more permanent advantage than the most liberal 
donations. 

A gift of money or food would lead to an indulgence of 
naturally idle habits, and an utter abandonment of all self 
exertion, and at the same time the system of loan would in«- 
fioitehr ^arge the field of your benevolence. 






BXLISF or DllTBKIt. SO^ 

Al a Meeting held at Woodforiy the S8«A of May, 
18!^ to consider the state of the Distressed and 
Starving Poor in tiie Parish tf BalUnakilly Comity 
of Gakmy^^^ 

Resolved,— That we conceiye the distress cottld cerUdnly 
be removed by finding employment for the poor. There are 
manj local objects, not only of iiUiity, but ire may say of 
necessity, in this monntainoas district, in making ana repair-, 
ing pablic lines of roads and bridges, as well as narrow roads 
to the numerous poor villages, which, from the great increase 
of population, are dispersed over the mountains; and at 
present many of the poor people are obliged to carry their 
produce (oats), to market on their backs, as in the winter 
season it is almost impossible for the mountain horses and 
baskets to travel. 



From the Reo. Robert Irwin^ Athenry^ Countsf of 
Galway^ 88/A Matfy 182^ 

As wool is the staple commodity of this county, and Ittf' 
nranufacture into frizes perfectly understood by every Aunily,' 
by giving out so many stones to each on their giving security 
from their landlords for the re-payment bf the price of it 
after being manufactured and sold, would, in my opinion, be* 
not only a istimulus to industry, and be a means of enabling 
the poor ijo obtun fully the necessaries of life, l)ut make 
them comfortable. 



From Richard Grubby Esq. Clogheen^ County of 
Tipperary^ Ist.June^ 1822. 

In brdejr to afford permanent relief, the writer proposes^ 
to have large tracts of reclaimable mountain purchased in 
different counties of the south of Ireland, to let to such fa* 
milies as are in need of employment, certain portions there* 
of, to assist them with the means whereby they may enclose 
said land, erect habitations thereon, and provide farming 
utensils, &c. ; give them encouraging leases, :a- few of 
the first years to be rent free ; as such ground never did 
ji^d any advantage to the present proprietor, (save game) 
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might it not be expected that Parliament, in its wisdom^ 
would see' fit as a sttmalus to exertion, to enact, that ihei9 
lamh should be for ever exempt from tithe* A CoiBBiitlcie 
tt» be formed in eaeh eoantj or division^ t6 Tisit those fwrm 
occasionally, and annually to reward those who tkwA their 
lands best cultivated, houses and children in the neatest and 
best order; a school of schools should be established in €ach 
colony. ;^ : • • - ■ 

- At the present mopvent the employment at roads or 'other 
public works is highly necessary ; but when these are com« 
pleted, surely, unless some permanent employment is estai- 
blished, the labouring class will again be thrown on the 
country without the means of subsistence, therefore il must 
be of the most vital importance to place the poor in a. way^ 
whereby they can, by their own industry aqd exertion^ coa* 
tinue fr^m year to year to support their families, and altt- 
mately become coni^fortable. The funds th^it are, ^nd will 
be subscribed, it is deemed (by proper management) will be 
competent to do the needful in this way : — what a pleasing 
« reflection it would be to the subscribers, that they were the 
means of rescuing the poor from misery, and introdocing 
them to habits of industry, cleanliness, and comfort, and, at 
the same time, pausing them to be useful members of the 
Qommunity, and in some degree contribute to the state, inas* 
much, as they w»Mbe regnlarly consuming excisetible articies^ 
Siijch as leatW, tobacco, &c^ 

: In order to cause the reformation in those people to be m<>i^ 
Gomplete,^ it is thought that it will be necessary to revise the 
])enal code ; punishment by death has not the de^red effect, 
^ch frequent scenes tend only to harden the mind; the 
general feeling among them is, that subh as suffer die martyrs 
to their cause, whereas if workhouses were erected, and 
labour therein for a limited -period, to be the sentence of the 
law, we might expect, by proper management and care, to 
have the morals of the offender reclaimed, and after being 
employed at, and instrocted. in some usefnl branch of trade, 
be enabled at his discharge to earn his bread honestly, and 
enjoy this fruits thereof with gratitude. 

. Better their condition by permanent independent emplby- 
ment, and it will be fottnd that in place of this descriptida 
of people being a burden <« the empire at large, we should 
behold those now ii^aste unproductive flats in the moun- 
tainous countries become cultivated, and the people civf* 
Uii^ed and happy. . 
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A d t A sf rUume t U ^Oi Royal Duhtin Society^ tranmiUed 
^, . by JDr/Williarn JHartj/, ISthJuney 1822. 

:^iiet Comm^tee of AgricaUure, beiag^ authorised by a 
Hesolution of the Society^ forthwith to offer premiums, not 
^xo^eding in. the whole jBbOOj to such pers^on^ as shaU, 
withioihe three ensuing month^^ afford the mq%i extensive 
Employment to the poor in the distressed districts of the 
spQth and west, hereby give notice, that they will expend 
the above sum in bounties on the erection of cottages, ac- 
9Qrding to a plan that has been approved of by the Com- 
ytittee^ and with jcopies of which, all persons applying for 
^ch bounties shall be furnished, The Committee wiU 
therefore receive proposals for the erection of such cottages 
'^ithin the time above specified, and will grant bounties of 
\j -^ or \ of the entire expense, giving the prefeirence to 
^ch proposers as shall offer to erect the same on the lowest 
botfnty. The estimated expense, of each cottage does not 
iwi ap average exceed ^15. It must be furnished with a 
Jutchen gard^i^ of i\9t less than Qne quarter of an acre, and 
planted in the hedg^ rpwi^ with trees.. The landlord must 
give a tenure of seven yea^-s at leastj^ and ii\ay charge a rent 
at the rati" of 5 per cent, on his own expenditure, indepen- 
dently of the grouqd;! said rent to be remitted to the tenant 
prpyided h^e keeps his cottage in good repair and ^^^t order^ 
and protects the timber. 

{ Proposals, specifying the nfime, designation,^ and address 
of th^ proposer, the number ot.cott^^s he propQses to erect, 
and the rate of bounty be expects, to be for\varded to B. 
!)ic. Carthy^ Esq. sissistant Secretary to the Society, on or 
before the 1st day of July next ; in one week after which 
date the Committee vfill decide on the proposals, to which 
fi preference shall have been given. The parties applyLpg 
for such premiums, n^iust shew by affidavit or otherwise,, that 
the employment so given, and for which a premium is 
pought, was given with reference to buch premium, and 
wpuld not otherwise have talLen place. 
, . The Committee further give notice, that an additional sum 
of ,^00. British, has been placed at their disposal, by a 
Gentlea^an to whom that sum was entrusted by the London 
Committe^e, for purposes the same as those stated in /the 
jforegoing advertisement, and which they will accordinf^ly 
f xpend in couforoiity thereto. 



S9* VI«AN8 AND IU00BSTI01I» , 

Suggestions submitted by Dr. William ffarty of 
DubUny to the London Uommitteey 4ith ^une^ 1^1& . ; 

As it would doubtless be gratif jing to the Committee to 
improve the morals and future condition, as well as to pre« 
sienre the liyes of the starring Irish, they will be dispose^ 
to concur in the opinion that all relief, whether in the shi^pe 
of money or of food, should, as far as possible, be granted' 
as an equivalent for the labotir of the perison relieved. It k^ 
I trust, unnecessary to dwell on the great importance of thb* 
principle, and upon the propriety of acting upon it as qui<ikly 
as possible. No doubt those who are at the moment starving 
and without the means of providing food, must, at first, be' 
fed gratuitously ; but the instant that any plan of general 
labour can be Organised, gratuitous relief should be withheld 
frcmi those who are capable of labdur. Much valuable time 
would be lost in waiting for -public works on which to em- 
ploy the poor, it is, therefore, necessary, to seize on every 
useful means of employment that can be imnaediate^ and at 
the same time diffused. . .. 

The provision stores also should, when it can be doitcf 
with^ safety, be dispersed over the face Of the country, and 
not by any means be confined to the cities and towns ; for 
let it be remembered that you have to contend against fevep 
as well as femine, and that if the poor are congregated, orany^ 
inducements held out for them to migrate fronr their own 
districts to the neighbouring towns, wide diffusion will, to a 
certainty, be given to fever. 

The present object is to relieve immediate and temporary 
distress by temporary means, productive as far as possible^' 
of both present and permanent good, and carefully to avoid 
any measures of immediate relief which may be productive 
of future mischief. 

To accomplish these ends, and to prevent the diffusion of 
fevers, relief mast, as speedily as possible, be given tbrongh 
the medium of employment, as extensive and general as the 
distress itself; the dep6ts of provisions should be widely 
diffused ; and those means of employ tnent sought out which 
will keep the poor as much as possible in their own districts! 
For this purpose J would name a few of such modes of occu* 
pation, to which, no doiibt, many others might be added^ 
y\t. For women and children, weeding ; for adult men^ 
filling up ditches at the road sides, repairing highways, &c. J 
the species of occupation, however, to which I would pairi^ 
ticularly draw the aittention of th^ Como^ittee, would b6 
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that of eiDplojing the poor cottiers possessed of a little 
ipround^ hi iht erection of cabins for themselves of a* proper 
cotistnkctioD, bnilt of the same materials as at present, but 
consisting of three rooms, two of them bed-rooms, one for 
males, the other for females ; each cabin to have an enclosed 
kitchen garden, and detached pig-stye, with either of which 
few of them at present are furnished ; the timber and straw 
to be supplied by their landlords, or by the local fands/ 

Sach a measure would be immediate and salutary in its 
operations, most agreeable to the poor themselves,- and ultt- 
ttitely productive of incalculable good, in preventing fever 
ted civilising the inhabitants. 



FromJEneas Macdonnelj E^q. dated Dubliff^ 

June Wh, 1822. 

Another object should be, the protection of the iiioral 
liabits of the people. You would not willingly encourage an 
habitual disposition to idleness and mendicancy. Yon would 
rather endeavour to prevent the extinction of that whole- 
some pride which shrinks from mendicancy as a degrading 
nmd discreditable alternative. This is in my mind a most 
material pofatt for cooisideration,^ with a view to the future 
state of Ireland ; and therefore I would propose that no 
part of the articles hereinafter referred ixf^ should be given 
gratuitously. I would prefer selling a pound's worth for a 
penny, if necessary. You inay say, that money must be 
given gratuitously to purchase the articles ; so it must, but 
money can be given privately and discreetly, whereas the 
naallest quantity of food or the other articles xannot be 
given gratuitously, withouik an exposure of the mendicant 
condition of the receiver. 



From the Honorable and Venerable The Archdeacon 
' of Ardah, dated Macknay^ County of Galway^ 
June lith. 1822. 

Undoubtedly the improvement of bog opens an inexhaust- 
ible source for industry =; but we have too many hands fdr the 
ordinary work ; labaur is b drug with u^ ; aind We have 
literally no' capital, and oi course no enterprise.' 
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' I: ^hink there, is^npogh food in Jceland f or her populatioiil 
about here there is certainly no deficiency, the market 4|^ 
teeming, and yet we are in want. Under my present im«^ 
pression, money is what ure want, and nothing else. 



From Thomas CosiftSi Esq. County of Watserford^ 

SOtk June^ 1882. 

t 

■' » 
As your ClABimittee will have the disposal of considerahle 
sums of money for the immediate relief of the di8treits€4 
Irish, I beg leave to say, that I have lately been in treaty 
with the Government for the embanking Tramore back 
Strand, near Waterford, in Ireland, consisting of about fif- 
teen hundred acres of land, which when completed, will be 
of the first quality, and of great national importance lit seve- 
ral points of view. The expense of e£fectiog this plan wiR 
amount to ten thousand pounds and upwards, and will be 
Completed in about three years. I (>ropose to borroiv of 'the 
Committee d^ 6000, to be secured on this land at 4 per cie^tl 
interestf to commence at the expiration of the said thre^ 
y^rSy or sooner if required. This money to be advanced im 
proportion as the work proceeds. Should a plan of this naf^ 
tare meet your approbation, it will be the means of immedt^ 
ate employment for a great number of the inhabitants* '{ 



From the Right Honourable Lord Carbery^ Castle 
' Frekty County ofCork^ 2\st Junc^ 1822* 



,t 



A few weeks, pleiase God, will put an end to the present 
distress, but what 6teps are to be taken to prevent its rei 
currence ? I have no hesitation in saying, that unless some^ 
thing can be done to give employment to the crowded popu- 
lation of this country, that you will see an annual recurrence 
of this misery. We have no manufacture of any extent but 
land tod Hnenj tod We havelmnds much more than enougji 
for both these ; no dpubt tl^re are considerable tracts of 
ground^ capable of improvement and cultivation, • but those 
things require capital, and that we have' not : and even 
jnpposing we had, increasing the aggregate quantity of c^rn 
and potatoes is of no use, unless we have a market for then^ 
at a reasonably remuneratiiig price. Lands are lowered 
here to the standavditf Jl796y»aDd yet lents are not pwd» ^ 



FOR THft ft«f«I£F OF DlB^|[|B8f« W 

thtngf could be so manaf^ed tluit yiKi*woiil4 tsike all oor 

aariphis produce and paj us io jimr maiiufacturet, — (KHh 

.cofiiitrtes would be benefited*. If we had a sure market for 

pur grain, our agriculture wimlcl improve aild oar iudustrf 

increase. , 



Fr^m JDr. John Church, JListowel, Couniy of Kerrjf^ 

1st Aug. 1822. 

. I wr(|le ,to Mr, Qarenc lately, a gentleman residing in 
Kent^ but connected with this country ; and on his apptica- 
tion to your generous Committee, I was favouried with yoor 
letter of the 10t|i ultimo, inclosing j€^00, which I shall hold 
over for the particular object, if other applications should be 
equally successful — if not, I shall hold it for yoor redisposal. 
The work iu- question would give- employment to five hun- 
dred poor labourers every day for'three months — would run 
for about eight miles through six or seven of the most dis- 
tressed parishes in all Kerry, with several. little villages,jind 
ilithout a resident gentleman to look to the situation of the 
poor \n them. It' would undoubtedly embrace the iiltereSta 
of individuals, some -of whom I have written to,, and thejr 
have promised to contribute, but others are unable from the 
general pressure, which' ' weighs down every one. The 
work itself -would be of considerable utility in the country, 
but my foundation stone, is the employment of the poor as 
ike best medium of relief, I would give to each labourer 
two pottles of oatmeal per day, equal to eight pence, the 
c^pmmon hire. There a!;e some publi(3 w6rk^ 6fdered by the 
Government, and by public bodies, which are going to be 
undertaken, such as piers and quays ; l>ut they lie chiefly 
oa the coast, and in the vicinity of our principal towuj Tra- 
lee. They are undoubtedly primary objepts, but the popu- 
lation of their respective vicinities is n)ore than suiBciejit fcyr 
their execution, while that of the interior will be left unen^- 
ployed, should nothing of the kind I liave suggested be un- 
dertaken. - , 



From Dr. Elmore, Clonakilty, County of Cork, 

3d August, 1822. 

It was not a dearth of food we suffered under in this 
country ; but of the. means to purchase. What under' proper 
dirjsctipn, would be the wealtli of a nation^ Is here,: pr0- 
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ductive of direfdl mfserj* The popnlatioti tdd greift— « 
^aantam left to work and depend on the soil nnrelieired hj 
manufactare, with all the capahilities of natare,— -4Mit the 
-want of capital meets and obstructs ns at eveiy turn* Could 
not a fund be formed on the Tontine or some such principle? 
— ^which, aided by Government, would be effectual, and must 
ultimately turn out very lucrative to share-holders therein. 
If you, Sir, from your known philanthrophy, thought a fuod 
could be created to the extent of any thing over 1^50,000, 
I will lay before you a plan which, if aided by tlie Govera- 
ment, would shortly place the South of Ireland, at least on 
a par with the North of this fine country, and vie with them 
-in habits of industry and comfort. 



From the Rev. W. R. Smith, doled Elphin^ 

nth Aug. 1823. 

I do again take the liberty of strongly recommending 
JH ... _ uiring wor^" '^ 

jits contrac 

productive 

are a number of poor females in this town (Elphm) who 
would be delighted to be employed in spinning. 



From the Rev. Robert Kirchhoffer^ Chndrohid Glebe 
Mousey County of Corky dated 19th Aug. ISH. 

It is worth remarking that this parish is so extensive, that 
heretofore it has paid £650. annually for county charges, — 
that no aid of any signification has been given to the parish 
out of these funds,— ^that the money so raised has been allo- 
cated to other places, and that it has acted as a fiort of 
absentee drainage of money from this parish* As many 6f 
your honourable and munificent Committee are Members 
of Parliament, I should humbly beg leave to suggest a plan, 
which if properly digested, would, I am convinced, provide 
for future exigencies, and would form a resource for the 
future relief of the distressed peasantry. It appears by the 
abatement signed by our Local Committee, that the average 
annual charge has been J^fiO;. suppose that the same rates 
werfe continued, and that one half was allowed to go for 
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general purposes and the remaining half to be allotted ex- 
ciosiTelj for the use of the parish itself; there would be 
pmmi available for r^lieTing the distress of the poor, from 
the 20th Maj to the 20th August (a season m wUch dii- 
tress generally prevails), the sum of £S^5. This tax, here- 
lolbre paid with discontent and reluctance, would then be ^ 
dieerfuUy paid, and the advantage derived in the general 
Ifnpmvement of the conntrj, besides providing for the poor^ 
would be verj great : the money of course to be expended 
In employment^ to be paid weekly, and by such persons ai 
the Government, Grand Juries, &c« might appoint. 



From tk^ Most Reverend Dr. Oliver Kelly^ R. C. 
Archbishop of Tuam^ S8/A August^ 18JK2* 

Another work in which many hands could be most advan* 
iageously employed is — the erection of sch6ol houses. I regret 
to state that at present there is not a single school in the 
extensive and populous district of Achill, comprising a popu- 
Jation of upwards of Four thousand individuals, many of 
whom would be most anxious to participate in the great 
blessings of education. A few years ago an attempt was 
made by these poor people to build a house in a central spot, 
eighty feet in length by twenty in breadth, which was to 
answer the double purpose of a school during the week, and 
a house of worship on Sundays. The walls were raised 
about two feet above the surface, when from the pressure of 
ihe times, and want of means, the work has been discon- 
tinned. 1 herewith send a rough draft that may give some 
idea of that part of the country, and the relative position of 
the intended house. With respect to the population, were 
tlusj now enabled to finish the house and to erect two small 
schools, one in the north-west extremity, the other in the 
flfouth-eastem extremity, such undertakings would give em« 
ployment to numerous labourers and tradesmen, and would 
besides remove one great obstacle that stands in the way of 
education, and of training them in their youthful days to 
moral and industrious habits. 
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At a Meeting of the permanent Central Committee &f 
' the County of Cork^ held in the Grand Jury Roomy 
'5th September^ 1822. 

Resolved, — That in directing our attention to the employ- 
ment of our people, <re shalK be governed by such suggestions 
as we shall be occasionally favoured with from Govemmfnty 
lioldirig it of the first importance to afford all the encourage- 
ment in our power to the Fisheries, and to the extension of 
the Linen manufacture in this county^ 



Resolution of the Central Committee of the County of 

Clare, I3th September, 18^. 

That temporary expedients are totally inadequate for the 
improvement of the state of our Peasantry, plunged as they 
are in a state approaching to absolute pauperism ; and. that it 
is imperative upon us to concur in any measures which have 
for their object, the providing means for affording special 
endouragement and facility to meritorious industry, to rescue 
itself from the evils of habitual reliance upon public bounty. 



Plan of an Institution for Agricultural Improvement 
at Bannow^ in the County of Wexford, 

There are about twenty boys in the Bannow Agricultural 
School ; their age^ vary from thirteen to nineteen : these 
boys are apprenticed to the Moral Master for five years; 
none are inadmissible from religious distinctions, — the Pro- 
testants attend divine worship at church, the Roman Catho- 
lics are sent to the chapel, and the respective parochial 
clergymen instruct and direct in spiritual matters^ 

The boys who were admitted into the school at its forma- 
tion were received without any higher annual charge for 
education, diet, and clothing, than four guineas per annum ; 
it has been found necessary however to raise the .terms, and 
no boys have lately been received with lesser fee than thirty 
guineas paid on entrance, which is at the rate of six. guineas 
per annum. The hours of study and labour vary according 
to season and weather — about four hours every day from the 
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^5th of March to the 29th of September are allotted (o 
study, aud six hoars to work; in winter there are more 
hours for study and fewer for labour. In the neighbourhood 
of towns, where a sale of garden vegetables, &c. may be 
calculated on, and where private gardens may be dressed 
by the boys of agricultural Seminaries at considerable annual 
profit, a lesser sum thatn four gfiineas (supposing the agricul- 
tural farm' soil to be good and at moderate rent) would be 
sufficient to defray the expenses of each boy. 

Of' the boys at the Bannow establishment six or seven are 
already very good ploughmen ; they are instructed' by a 
skilful Scotch agriculturist in all the branches of husbandry. 
Some of the boys liave a peculia/r turn for gardening ; these 
are indulged in the gratification of their taste, and pass their 
hours of labour in the garden. Some of the boys will pro- 
bably become Schoolmasters. ^' Merit Tickets," to which a 
positive value is annexed, are distributed weekly ; some are 
given for proficiency in school studies, others for good con* 
dn^t apd industry ; fining Is frequently resorted to, and the 
withholding or taking away these tickets Is almost the only 
funifehmetit introduced. 

. The Bannow School has been founded from privfite funds, 
mnd has hitherto solely depended on them. Atiy assistance 
from those who are interested in the prosperity of Ireland 
4vlll be meat thankfully accepted. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE 
OF THE AGENTS. 



Dublifij 23d July^ 1882« 

Messrs. Hyett, Warmington, and Brearley, beg leave 
io report^ that they have this day waited on the Mansion 
Hotise Committee, as well as that organised at the Castle by 
the Government. Nothing can exceed the politeness and 
attention shewn by both Committees, in giving every possi* 
ble information, and forwarding the particular objects of the 
mission. 



From Mr. Hyeii^ dated Galway^ ^6th July, 1822. 

Having reached our first point of destination, I beg leave 
to commence the series of " Reports," which (according to 
instructions received) it is the duty of my colleagues and 
self to lay before you. In my way here, while the borses 
were changing, I made a hasty call on the Post-master at 
Moat, which place I learnt at Dublin, had been the scene 
of much distress. I am happy to state that a supply of pro- 
visions has been obtained, and but for the daily arrival of 
strangers, to whose pressing necessities they cannot always 
turfi a deaf ear, there is a store ample enough to maintain 
the poor, until the ripening of the potatoe crop. 

We found, fortunately, on our arrival, that His Grace the 
Archbishop of Tuam, who resides in the neighbourhood, 
was in this town; having, agreeably to our initractionii 
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waited on him, His Grace was pleased to adyise, that Mr. 
Wannington should proceed to the county of Clare, and 
Mr. Brearley and myself make a tour through the wild dis- 
trict of Connamara. 

I have seen some most pitiable objects, who, in a state of 
starration have left their homes, in the remote parts of the ' 
country, and hastened hither for relief. Sereral cargoes of 
these wretched sufferers have, by the indefatigable exertions 
of His Grace of Tuam, assisted by the Mayor, Mr. Burke, 
and the Collector of Customs, Mi*. Rellly, been fed and 
sent to their habitations, with a store of provisions for their ' 
future support. 

27<A July. 

Since I had last the honor of addressing you, I have wit- 
nessed some appalling proofs of the distress that pervades 
this part of the country; groups of emaciated creatures are 
lying in the streets of this town, soliciting food, while the 
bye lanes and outskirts are crowded with wretched beings 
who, in addition to famine, have to straggle with the ravages 
of disease. Some huddled together in closely-peiit cabins, 
breathing an atmosphere loaded with infection — others, 
inore than half naked, have taken possession of ruins and 
unroofed isheds, exposed to the inclemency of the weather. 
I bestowed relief on the widow and orphans (five in number) 
of a poor stranger, who actually expired on a[ dunghill at' 
the door of a hut, in which his family had taken shelter.—- 
At 11 o'clock this morning, I accompanied the Mayor to a 
yard, where nearly 3000 of these distressed creatures were 
congregated to receive their daily allowance of food. The 
squalid appearance of this assemblage of men, women, and 
children, will never be effaced from my recollection. Here, 
regardless of the danger of imbibing infection, and reckless 
' of fatigue, the benevolent Archbishop of Tuam was assi- 
duously directing the issue of that stream, which the foun- 
tain of Charity liberally poured forth, so, that each indi- 
Tidual should in his turn, receive a refreshing share. By a 
statement shewn to me, it appeared, that in the last twenty 7 ' 
nine days, 67^457 meals had been furnished in this manner, 
to poor creatures who had no other means of procuring suste- 
nance — the manner in which they implored blessings on, 
their benefactors was affecting in the extreme. 
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Connamara, 2&lh Jut^^ 

The tract of countrj called ConDamara^ coataiofi ahbit 
350,000 acres ; the entrance to it is rather gloomy, a few 
solitary patches of cultivation only being seen amidst Lkp- 
mense heaths and extensive bogs ; proceeding onwards^ some 
magnificent mountains appear, and at their feet a succession 
of fine lakes. Having attended a meeting of the Local 
Committee at Cliffden, and collected their reports, I passed 
down the coast to Ballinakill, where I met Mr. Loftus^ a 
Catholic Priest, from whom had been received a statement 
of the most harrowing description ; this he confirmed by the 
cbncunrent testimony of several witnesses, who attributed 
the death of the victims alluded to "to starvation and taH" 
zeholesome diet,^^ I entered many of the cabins ; they were 
of the most wretched kind, walls and floors of clay, the 
roof of thatch or sod, filthy and destitute of furniture ; the 
few inmates that remained, were, for the most part, old and 
decrepid : the garden was waste ; no poultry were to be 
seen ; no cows, no pigs : those who emigrated had exhausted 
every means of subsistence ere they quitted their homes. 
Very few turf stacks remained ; at the proper period for 
providing fuel, the people were too weak and dispirited to 
work in the bogs. Among the evils to be apprehended, s^ 
inrant of fuel must be enumerated 1 

Having crossed this district in several directions, I em- 
barked in a fishing-boat and coasted along the shores : clus- 
ters of cabins were to be seen wherever a shelter from the 
winds of the Atlantic ocean could be found ; these were 
the abodes of men who at one season of the year cultivated 
the ground, at another were fishermen or pilots. A few 
columns of smoke streaming along the coast, indicated the 
process of burning kelp, the manufacture of whicb^ at one 
period, was prosecuted with success, but the demand has 
greatly diminished, partly from a practice (which eventually^ 
defeats its intention) of deteriorating the quality of the 
material. We looked into several of the bays which indent 
the rocky shores : — that the inhabitants have severely suf- 
fered, their squalid looks, swoln legs, and naked bodies 
sufficiently testify. On the beach, were some of the rudest 
habitations [ had ever witnessed ; the rafters which sop- 
ported the roof, rested on the ground and were composed of 
fragments ^of wreck ; the sand was excavated to a depth 
sufficient for a person to sit, but hot stand upright, and into 
this den the fanaily crawled, cowering over a heap of nfoul- 
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dering turf^ the smoke of which preten ted the eye from 
penetrating its recesses. ,• 

At Spidelle, a pier was erecting hj order of the Fisherf 
•board, affording -shelter to the .boats that ply along this dan- 
herons coast : the people are most anxious to get employment 
' wherever it is to be found. I should observe, that the female 
pleasantry of Connamara are the manufacturers of a descrip- 
tion of worsted stockings in some degree of request all over 
Ireland ; but from the want of local markets, and something 
■bf system in the management, the trade has never been car- 
ried to any extent, a circumstance much to be regretted. 
•Kear this is an island called Garomna, which Mr. Lennan, 
•the Catholic Clergyman, informs me has suffered very 
severely, there being no resident gentleman. It has of late 
•received attention from the Galway Committee, and pro-* 
visions are daily sending thither. 



Galway^ 29lh July^ 

I beg to report to you that I have just returned to this 
place from an examination of Connamara ; the result of my 
enquiry is, a conviction that many hundreds of our fellow 
creutures must have perished j had riot the charity funds pre- 
sented the means of subsistence. Their condition is now 
considerably ameliorated ; they have food for the present, 
and employment is offered by Government to those who will 
work; but it must not be concealed that their winter pros- 
pect is still very dreary ; many families hate no potatoe 
crop, their domestic poultry have been consumed, very few 
are in the possession of a pig, and there is scarcely a head of 
cattle in the country. Their clothing is miserably scanty, 
but to this privation, custom has in some degree reconciled 
them. A more serious eVil will be found in the want of 
fuel; no turf has yet been spaded, and unless the weather 
should continue unusually fine, the grievance will be past 
remedy. 

30th July. 

I have taken a walk through the streets of Galway, and 
notwithistandirig the unremitted exertions of the local autho- 
rities, aided by His Grace of Tuam, I am shocked at the 
misery which yet prevails. Here, as to a common centre, 
^rush the inhabitants of the surrounding country ; th6 famish* 
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iog for food, and the sick for medical assistance ; the feTer 
hospital, which I visited, has been full for several day£ ; a^ 
additional number of patients are to be received into a large 
house, which has just been hired for their reception, l^e 
following statement has been commtinicated bj a respects 
able person who resides near this town. 

'' This morning a poor woman called at my house, entreat- 
ing food for herself and four famishing children, one of whom 
was much exhausted ; ■ while my wife was getting some but- 
ter-milk > for them, the children set up a shriek, and on en- 
quiring the cause^ it appeared that the poor little sufferer, 
who was about ten years of age, had expired. Since the 
preceding morning the family had tasted no other food than 
a single biscuit." 

I have the pleasure of announcing the safe arrival of the 
schooner Waterford^ of Weymouth, laden with rice and 
]t»i8cuits : she came in last evening. 



Ballt/duggan^ 2d August^ lB2i. 

Departing a secoqd tio^e from Galway, my foute lay 
through a variegated country, of pasture land intersperse^ 
with fast-ripening corn and thriving pptatoe crops \ the latter,, 
.springing chiefly from English and Scotch seed-potatoes are 
very fine. At the village of Oran-more, a fair was holding | 
this little village was some years since the mart for coarse 
woollen cloth, but the trade has latterly declined. At Lough 
Rea I attended a meeting which was hastily summoned, of 
the local Committee, and was much gratified to observe with 
what accuracy the accounts were kept. I have seen, in one 
of the public prints, an assertion that '' the distribution of 
the charity funds is loose and indiscriminate i*^ it may be 
satisfactory to enquire whether the charge can or cannot he 
substantiated. In the first place, I find it has been the cus- 
tom, to take a census of the distressed population, reference 
being made to the Catholic clergyman, whose intimate ac- 
quaintance with the actual state and means of his parishioners 
(enabled him to distinguish between the real object of charity 
and the impostor ; this return was submitted to the consider- 
ation of the central Committee for the district, an assembly 
pomposed of the most active and benevolent resident gentry, 
whose local knowledge gave them the means of forming a 
judgnient as to the propriety of the claim ; if it received the 
'^auction of this body, a grant was made in mea) or biscuit) 
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or, In cases where carriage was difficult, or the articles could 
be purchased on the spot at a cheaper rate, in money. This 
supply was calculated to last a given time, at the expiration 
of which period, vouchers for its actual expenditure were to 
be produced before another supply was furnished. This sys^ 
tem I find has been generally adopted, and I cannot speak 
In too high terms of the devotedness with which many of the 
country gentlemen have applied themselves to the business. 

From Lough-rea I proceeded to Daly's Town, the resi- 
dence of Major D'Arcy^ who represents the state of his 
neighbourhood to have been of the most deplorable kind^ 
imd assures me, that but for the providential assistance sent 
inio Uy a considerable part of the population must have been 
the victims of the drecufful calamity which afflicted the coun^ 



Ballt/n Derryy 3d August. 

On the subject of clothing — the necessity for furnishing 
as large a supply as possible, before winter, will be apparent 
when it is known that eight-tenths of the poor are almost in 
a state of nudity. This may be in some measure habitual, 
but the distress of the times has had a powerful effect in di- 
minishing the small stock of apparel belonging to the pea- 
santry : this morning, I conversed with a man, who assured 
me, that within the last two months, he had been obliged to 
sell his little furniture, blankets, and clothes, to procure 
food for his starving family. I beg leave to observe, that 
the assistance of some benevolent ladies in the distribution 
of wearing apparel would be very desirable, and I have had 
the pleasure of meeting with several, who, I am convinced, 
would most willingly lend their aid. 

I much fe^r that the supplies hitherto furnished, will not 
prove adequate to the extensive wants of the people, and 
that unless some additional subsistence can be found, the 
consequence will be a general breaking in upon the yet uO- 
ripened potatoe crop, an event fraught with present mischief^ 
from the unwholesome nature of the root if used for food 
before it is mature, and to be further deprecated, inasmuch 
as it diminishes most improvidentiy the means of future sup- 
port. It is true that Government has provided extensive 
(Binploymeut, — a most desirable measure. 
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Tuam, 4f A August. 

In mj progress through the country of late, instead of 
parsuing the regular track, I have gone among the more re- 
tired hamlets ; in these, are to be seen some most pttiabie 
objects, chiefly females, old men, and children, who are un- 
able to make advantage of the employment proffered ; espe- 
cially in situations where no resident gentry are found to 
bring forward and urge their lamentable cases : here, I have 
thought it my duty to distribute freely, the pecuniary relief 
with which I have been confidentially entrusted, and I must 
not fail to record the existence of a proud and honourable 
•feeling, which frequently dictated the enquiry, " what fs 
the money for ?" " what is to be done with this ?" — And 
where a cluster of cabins were contiguous, (I speak of places 
remote from public roads, where mendicity is always clamo- 
rous), it was with some difficulty that I could prevail upon an 
individual to be the first to receive alms, although the 
sunken cheek, hollow eye, and scarcely covered body^ too 
clearly indicated the extreme of poverty. - 

t 

\ 

August 5th. 

This morning, I attended a meeting of the Central Com- 
mittee, and I feel it incumbent on me to bear witness to the 
.systematic arrangement of the business, and the great exer- 
tions of those Gentlemen who compose this benevolent body. 
His Grace the Archbishop, is indefatigable ; he left Galway 
at 4 p. m. to be present on the occasion. 

Among the poor, feelings of gratitude for the charitable 
.contributions every where prevalent, is at once gratifying 
and affecting ; the last act at night and the first in the morn- 
ing, of thousands of our fellow subjects, who have been saved 
from famishing, is an invocation for '' blessings on the ge^ 
.nerous English." More prejudices and bitter feelings have 
been removed within the last three months, than under any 
other circumstances, pould have been effected in as many 
centuries. And I have no doubt but the present calamity, 
will eventually prove a source of comfort and congratulatioii 
to both England and Ireland, 
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Castlebar^ ith August, 

It is with miich satisfaction that I convey to you the in- 
telligence, that the inhabitants of this part of the country 
are recoTering from the effects of the late awful visitation ; 
dnd by the blessing of Providence, a few weeks more, will 
place them in a state of — I was about to write comfort — 
but I fear that word cannot fairly be applied to a people, 
who, in a general way, live in a pig-stie, lie on the damp 
floor, use the coarsest food, and go about half naked. 

I have attended at the investigation of a case, wherein a 
mat -appropriation of the charity funds, was said to have 
taken place. I am happy to state that the charge has been 
ihebutted on the clearest proofs; many imputations of this 
Dature have gone abroad ; some of them, perhaps, may be 
founded on facts^ and when it is recollected, that at the 
commencement of the distress, the lives of thousands of 
human creatures depended on the most prompt measures^ 
and the smallest delay mi^ht have produced fatal conse-< 
quences, it can be no matter of surprise if, in the hasty dis« 
tribution of relief, a few sums of money should have fallen 
into improper and unworthy hands, but I firmly believe that 
iti general the funds have been iaithfully administered and 
judiciously applied. 

The chairman of the Central Committee has suggested 
the propriety of deferring the transmission of the accounts^ 
(which have been kept with the most scrupulous accuracy) 
until he has procured the returns^ which will in a few days 
be due from the different local Committees ; on their arrival, 
the documents will be forwarded for your inspection. 



Deal Castle^ Wth August. 

Impelled by the recollection of your instructions, that as 
far as possible, I should " see with my own eyes" the s^ate 
of the country, I have lately made some fatiguing excursions, 
i am happy to add, without impairing my health or strength ; 
the mind, when occupied by the act of observation, and 
while employed in the collection of information, sustains the 
body, under ordinary exertions, and, thank Providence, I 
liave as yet had no extraordinary ones to encounter; nothing 
can exceed the expressions of gratitude, which the* poor peo- 
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pTe employ, when speaking of their ^^ English benefactors^^ 
CTcn in the most remote situations. I haye found some fami- 
lies, in the mountainous districts who obtained their seed 
potatoes so late, that they will need support for several 
weeks, but in general their condition is daily improving. 

I waited upon the Bishop of Killila yesterday, and had 
s long conversation on the state of the country. His Lord- 
ship te^tifies, that but for the timely arrival of the provision 
ves^elSf a large portion of his population must have perished*. 



Ballincy 13th August. 

At a meeting of the local Committee of this place, your 
communication of the 25th ultimo, on the propriety of 
making additional grants^ was discussed ; it appears, that 
the crops in this neighbourhood, are very late, front the dif* 
fictilty of procuring seed potatoes. A resolujtion to this pur- 
port will be forwarded for your consideration, and. under 
existing circumstances, the application will, I doubt not, 
receive a favorable answer. A statement has been handed 
to me, detailing scenes of most appalling distress, which 
occurred here in the early part of this awful visitaticm ; and 
to this day many handicraftsmen, such as coopers, hat* 
manufacturers, brogue-makers, Sfc. are labouring on the' 
roads and in the river, to obtain a meal of food, being unable 
to procure their wonted employment : every effort is now 
making to ameliorate the general condition of the iuhabi* 
tants. 



Swinfordy 2\st August. 

For several days I have been traversing the country in 
various directions ; traces of the late distress^ and I have the 
satisfaction of adding^ present improvement^ are every where 
visible. I had an opportunity of witpessing the distribution 
of the dharittf meal ?ind biscuit ; having in a former commu-' 
nication mentioned transactions between the Committees, it 
may be satisfactory to pursue the details of ^he system. A 
store house is providivi in some central or convenient situa- 
tion ; here at stated periods attend some members of the local 
Committee with their clerk, and generally the Catholic 
Clergyman. The applicant produces a ticket, with which 
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h^'has previously been furnished, on which is inscribed tho 
rations appropriated to bis use ; if on examination this is 
correct, the provisions are delivered to him ; on the other 
hand, if a fraud is detected, the ticket is torn and the bearer 
sent empty away. I cannot sufficiently admire the patience 
and perseverance of many Gentlemen who cheerfully devote 
whole days to the execution of the benevolent duty of mi« 
nistering to the wants of the necessitous. 



SiigOy Sith August. 

As you have done me the honour to request my opinion 
on the subject of cloathing, I beg leave to observe, that I 
should deem the proposal of manufacturing it on the spot, 
infinitely preferable to that of sending over clothes reoidy 
made. The process of spinning, carding, hackling, and 
weaving the wool and fiax, would supply the means of em- 
ployment f the greatest desideratum here), especially of that 
<hmestic kind^ which is of the greatest benefit, as it enables 
the female to give her assistance towards the maintenance of 
'the family, and moreover, takes her from the execution of 
the slavish occtipations which she is too often doomed to 
perform. The materials too are better adapted to the 
iiabits of the people and the moisture of the climate ; and a 
preference, I presume, would be given to the form and 
fashion they have been accustomed to. 

The suggestion of the Committee, proposing to lend out 
small sums to inferior tradesmen, is, I think, considerate, 
and may be advantageously carried into efiect; due carit 
being taken (if the measure is intended to be permanent) 

• that the securities for the repayment are sufficiently re^ 
sponsible. 

I apprehend that a portion of the remaining funds cannot 
be more humanely or usefully employed, than in the pur- 
chase of fuel I many places are, to my knowledge, defi- 
cient in that necessary article. I beg also to state, that 
in several situations, whole families will be without food the 
etisuing -winter, from the impossibility of obtaining seed- 
pdtatoes, or inability to retain and plant them at the proper 
«^ason« 

In my late joutdey from Castlebar, I met with sevei^al 
dlltressing cases of fever and dysentery ; those in Mayo, t 

• referred to the consideration of a medical gentleoian re^inf 
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at Swinford, under the superintenilance of Vr. Reanfe. TM 
portion of the parish within the county of 81igo,'I find haS 
been much neglected, there J[)eing no resident gentleman to 
appfy on their behalf. I have sent for a supply of rice and 
biscuit for their use. 



Sligo, ^th August, 

Yesterday I attended a meeting of the Central Commit- 
tee ; I am sorry to state that the inspection of their accounts 
has not been as satisfactory as could be wished ; not with- 
standing the utmost exertion of their worthy secretary, Revw 
yf, Urwick, few of the local returns have been yet furnished. 
I took the liberty of suggesting the propriety of establiishing 
a board of accounts (a measure which had been advantage^' 
ously adopted at Castlebar), whose province it should be te 
call for and examine the necessary reports. 

The Committee for the town of Sligo, requested toy at* 
tendance this morning ; I have the ^atisfactioa of raying', 
that their accounts have been kept with the utmost attention, 
they hold in their hands a balance to the amount of ^1890^ 
of this sum, I have advised that one thousand pounds (which 
I estimate will be sufficient to finish them) shall' be apprtf^ 
priated to the purpose of completing the various roads, foot^ 
paths, and other works, now in a state of progress ; and the 
remainder be laid by, for the support of widows^ orphans, 
^nd others, unable to work, and also to meet the exigencies 
of the approaching winter. 

I find that in some places, difficulties have arisen as^ to 
what mode 6f work the poor, many of whom are inet* 
perienced labourers, shall be employed about. Whenever 
an opportunity hais occurred, I have ventured' to recommend 
the construction of causeways^ for foot passengers, the re«- 
paratioQ of streets and bye lanes; the filling up of theise 
sinks of abomination at their doors and under their vmidows, 
the whitewashing of the cabins, and such labour as shall 
mainly contribute to the comfort and convenience of the 
peasantry themselves, in preference to the practice uduldly 
resorted to, oi making roads^ which often interferes with the 
operations of the Government engineers, (who are busily en- 
gaged in the prosecution of this kind of work), or with the 
reparation of those provided for by countj preseatmenti; 
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1 once entertained the idea that a large number of la- 
bourers might be employed in the draining of bogs and the 
construction of fences ; the proprietor of the estate, paying 
only a small quota of the wages, to make the improvement 
worth his attention. But Ireland is a peculiar country, and 
the adoption of such a measure might lead to abuse, or at 
least misrepresentation. 

The accounts from different parts of the country are equally 
satisfactory ; the season of distress is passing away. 



Boyle^ Slst August. ^ 

I haye just returned from an inspection of the Curlew 
mountsuns, the late scene of much distress, and I find that 
disea3e, the usual attendant upon improper or insufficient 
diet, is making considerable ravages among the inhabitants. 
Medical attendance has been procured, and they hare now 
sufficient food. 



Rockingham^ 3d September., 

At Carrick upon Shannon yesterday, I attended a meeting 
elf the Central Committee of the county of Leitrim, and had 
much pleasure in obserring the regular and business-like 
liianner in which their accounts are kept; There were gen- 
tlemen present from yarious parts of the country, they 
concur in stating that the potatoe crop of this season is 
ainindant, and may now, without injury, be resorted to ; 
the com harvest too is very luxuriant, and the labourers find 
present employment. 

bth September. 

* 

The Central Committee (on which T attended) for Ros* 
cJommon, met yesterday at Elphin, and I am happy to bear 
witness to the laudable and benevolent exeitionsof its tttem* 
bers. The accounts of the state of the comirtry cdntiniife tir 
be of the most satisfactory description. 
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StroJcestowttj 7th September* 

Some time has elapsed since my receipt of letters from 
London, but Lord Lorton, whose guest I lately had the 
honour to be, has made me acquainted with your appropria- 
tion of the balance in hand. I was on the first yiew doubt- 
ful of the policy that recommended the appropriation of so 
large a portion of it to the encouragement of the linen trade^ 
but further reflection has convinced me that it is a beneficial 
measure, and one from which the most important results may 
be expected. 

Linen is the staple commodity of Ireland ; the soil is well 
adapted to the growth of flax, and the peasantry are some- 
what accustomed to its cultivation ; it affords much domestic 
employment, and would fill up, advantageously, the time of 
the peasant when not engaged in his agricultural occupations. 
A large supply of wheels, reels, hackles, &c. should be pro-^ 
cured, of an improved construction, to enable the females to 
perform their part. The sum allocated to each county, in 
order to effect its purpose, will require particular manage- 
ment ; perhaps the mode of accommodating small tradesmen 
concerned in the linen trade with loans^ on good security, at 
a low rate of interest, would be advisable ; it would make 
the money at once reproductive and permanent. Even 
lending out implements on such terms as ultimately to enable 
the borrower to become a purchaser and proprietor, would 
be productive of much good. I find that the rate at which, 
a weaver hires a loom at present, is so exorbitant as to absorb 
the profits of his exertions. To-morrow I set out for Gail- 
way, which will be the termination of my prescribed route. 
The country looks well, the corn harvest is abundant^ and 
the weather pleasant. 



Galway^ 21s/ September, 

I beg leave to report to you my return to this place, hav- 
ing completed the circuit allotted to me. I know not that 
I can add any thing of importance to the communications 
which from time to time I have had the honour of submitting 
to your consideration. 

Attempts have been made to throw discredit on the affect- 
ing relations of wretchedness sent forth from this country,, 
and to impress the mind of a stranger with the conviction 
that the distress was not beyond the quota annually borne 
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hy the peasantry* The proofs are before you, and I think 
it will be readily admitted, that the saiferings of this year 
have been pecuHafl/ B^Y^rc. JThe preceding vcrop of pota- 
toes was scanty, aiid the small store laid by, the earthy 
Saturated by continual rains, failed to preserve. Grain^ had 
they possessed the m^ans of purchasing it, might have been 
pWcared, but the resources of the country from various causes 
were exhausted, and consequently employment^, the means 
wfiich tile p'6pdlation in general depend on for their support^ 
i^ttid fidt .b4 6bt«H\(ied. 

'< '^i'li^e 4diid6avdured to describe the remedial measureii 
lapiflAied^, and the exertions of many exalted., ^nd beneydien): 
tlhliracters^ who 'fibtdiiiy gave their personal assistance, but 
iH^li^ botfslderabliEi salcfifices of their property \i^ the cause pjt 
charity. ' » " 

•':*Wllether4t is Irithln the scope of human foresight, to pre*' 
Trent -the teciirl-eAce o?f so exfensivis a caramiiv] is beyond my 
jpMv'riice to en^tiJre ; but I triay be allowed tp remark, that 
if 2th^ wise aildJ^t^e powerfnl will conscientiousiy an^ zea-^ 
4o4sly^utiite,«iYl}^h rbay-be done to ameliorate the condition 
bf'Ireiaiid. tn 'tl)e present generation, and foundations laid 
fcrf utufe iln'pt'of emHit. " 

.^ ^It^niyretn^ains for' me to testify, that as the agent of 
yoiirtheflevol^tif bodj, my treatment in this island has been 
lihertfl and ; ^r^tifyihg ; the nobility and gentry have re- 
•ceivefd rtie Vith^ cordial hospitaFifyv the poor with expressions 
f»f -the Warmest gratitude ; for their future welfare and pros- 
perity I' am Anxiously interested, and should the opportunity 
occur in which my humble endeavours migjit be made av^il« * 
mbl^, they willeve^r fip4 me theirdevoted servant. 
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FROM MR. WARMINGTON. 



Kilrushy 9Sth Jult/y 18S?. 

Gallraj is the scene of great wretchedness; the population 
of the town and county of the town aiponnts to 50,000 souls, 
and few of them are not objects of pity ; to add to their 
own numbers, hundreds of still more destitute creatures 
have been flocking in from the tteighbouring district of Con- 
nemara. Within a few days of our arrival, 900 or 1000 of 
them were shipped back again to their own country. 

I have ^een a specimen of them — I am told not ati ex- 
aggerated one \ and' I conceive that it is not in the power 
of language to describe their death-like horrid appearance, 
and with such clothing as the meanest beggar in England 
would scarcely wear. I have been conducted to the 
^cabins of the poor, and have witnessed scenes of the most 
affecting nature, an account of some cases of if hich are noted 
•in my journal. Yet, Sir, amidst all this misery, the aspect 
of things is so far changed fjrom that of six weeks back, that 
neither the poor, nor their protectors, are at all apprehensive 
that any can pine away for want of food : and from obser- 
vation and report, I firmly believe, that your Committee 
have no reason to fear, that any individual can now die from 
starvation. 

I visited the Fever Hospital at Gal^^ay, which is under 
the judicious management of Dr. Whistler. Fever may be 
said to be prevalent there, upwards of one hundred cases 
existing in the hospital, and many others in various parts of 
the town, for which room cannot be obtained : happily, the 
character of the fever is not highly contagious^ and it gene- 
rally yields to the treatment it meets. The building has 
only 45 or 50 beds in it, but five tents have been raised in 
the yard, and accommodation has been thus afforded to the 
numbers mentioned. 
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Corky Slst July* 

Two vessels have arrived at Kilrush, cdntaining rice^ bis<« 
cuit) and meal. All your coDsignments there^ under the dU 
rection of Major Warburton and the Central Committee, 
have a most difiasive dbtributiou over the whole county, 
each Barony receiving its due quantity in proportion to its 
population and degree of want. Tlie Barony of Moyarta is 
the only one I have visited ; it contains a large andextrefne- 
]y poor population, but your bountiful supplies have enabled 
their Committee to employ and feed ail who have no other 
means of living, and notwithstanding the great degree of 
want which has prevailed there, I cannot ascertain that any 
individual has died of starvation. 

I have had an opportunity of seeing the Rev. Mr. Duggan, 
whose activity and usefulness are deserving the high opinion 
the Cominittee already entertain ; from your bounty he em- 
ploys an immense number of individuals ; last week he re- 
lieved ^519 heads of families, at least 12,000 persons. 
Gratuitous aid is afforded on the most limited scale pos- 
sible, not so much with a view to their funds, as to pre- 
serve- the poor from being reconciled to a state of men- 
dicity, yet the aged and inBrm are not neglected. The 
people themselves say, that had it not been for the bene* 
volence of the London Committee, numbers must have 
perished : this is not merely said, but I believe it to be 
really felt. It may perhaps tiot be impertinent in me to 
relate a circumstance which occurred last Sunday, and al- 
though trifling in itself, it may serve to shew that your 
bounty is not received with thankless hearts. 

Th^ Rev. Mr. Corbett, the parish priest of Kilrush, men- 
tioned from the altar how great a debt of gratitude his 
hearers (who are numerous) ov^ed to the English for their 
great goodness in this time of need ; they were fully sen- 
sible of it, and so deeply did they feel its truth, that none 
present could refrain from shedding tears. ' It would, I am 
sure, be highly gratifying to every humane heart to witness 
the strong feelings of gratitude which are every where 
evinced. I consider, Sir, that I should be deficient in my 
duty, did I not state that I am receiving, as an assent of your 
Committee, the honours and the blessings of the rich and 
the po<jrr ; and my only reason of regret is, that all who have 
been sa ready to bestow their money and their time in this 
great cause, should be unable to see the benefit they are 
conferring, and the gratitude with which it i9 received. 
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The want of clothing will be sererely felt as the season 
adyances ; in ordinary times the people are miserably clad, 
but at this time the poor are destitute of every article which 
could- be converted into money. 

The immediate cause of distress in this quarter appears to 
arise from the peculiar wetness of the last season, which not 
only destroyed their potatoes, but prevented the cutting 
and sale of their turf, by which considerable numbers are . 
commonly employed and supported ; this calamity, added 
to the general poverty and want of employment through the 
country, was more thau sufficient to leave them in a. state 6f 
the greatest destitution. 



Corky August 2. 

The Central Committee have laid it down as a principle, 
that a representative shall be at their meetings from every 
parish seeking relief of them, who must furnish a return of 
the gross population, as well as the number of families in 
actual distress, in such parish. Their ratio of distribution is 
two shillings per week for each distressed family, supposbg^ 
five to be the average number^ and for thfs the Committee 
are entitled to the labour of one person. 

In the judgment of this Committee, a greater allowance 
would place the poor in a better condition than they are in 
ordinary years ; and besides, it is imagined, that it would 
have a tendency to encourage a mendicant feeling, and even 
induce them to rejoice in seasons of scarcity, did they not 
feel its privations. 

Yesterday one hundred and seven parishes received assists 
ances of various amounts, according to the scale here men* 
tioned, amounting in the whole to upwards of ^4000 ; and 
it is intended that aid to an equal extent should be afforded 
for another fortnight, in order to preserve the potatoe crops 
from premature destruction. In many places the new 
potatoes are commenced upon, but this is not general. In 
their present unripe state, they are considered highly pre- 
judicial to the health as an exclusive article of food. 

I beg to enclose a return, which will shew upon what 
system the County Committee make their grants ; they con« 
sider that J^TOOO will be required to carry them through the 
season. 
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Mj/ross^ 6th August. 

On the ^d instant I had the honour of writing to the 
Committee from Cork ; since that time we have yisited every 
place to which your supplies have been sent between Cork 
and this : we are unable, from particular circumstances, to 
furnish a report to-day of what has fallen under our obser- 
vation ; but we are anxious to state that we believe the whole 
line of co;ist in the county of Cork, is amply supplied with 
mefms, and we therefore beg to suggest, that it is not ex- 
pedient to send any more money there. 

We expect to be at Skibbereen to night, from whence we 
shall have an opportunity of making a report. 



Castle Townsendy 7th August. 

- At Clonakilty, the Local Committee have, with the means 
placed in theirr hands by your Committee, employed their 
numerous poor in repairing ftnd making roads of public 
utility. Gratuitous relief has been confined within as nar^ 
TOW limits as possible, but never denied to the aged, the 
infirm, and the widow. The cargoes which have been di- 
rected there have had a very extensive distribution, without 
parochial or party limits, and the supply which is just 
arrived from Cork, together with the funds in hand, will be 
sufficient to meet the urgent wants of the poor until their 
potatoe gardens can with prudence be resorted to. There 
.exist but few cases of fever, and generally speaking the 
.people are remarkably healthy. The poor are very deficient 
in every species of clothing, what little they do possess is of 
.a miserable description, and your kind aid to them in this 
respect cannot but be of infinite service. We have visited 
.various villages in the neighbourhood, all of wJiich partake 
largely of the general distress. There is one which is situ- 
ated on a mountain in the parish of Ardfield ; it is most 
llhickly inhabited, and chiefly by^the poorest of the poor; 
there is but one gentleman who lives near, and the aid 
jvhich the Committee have lately sent to him was much 
needed, and will, we doubt not, be judiciously applied. 

From Clonakilty we were conveyed by Lord Carbery to 
CastlQ Freke, where we were honoured with the kindest 
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attentioBS. His Lordship accompanied us to Ross, at which 
place we met their Local Committee. The gross populatioa 
of Ross is over 8000 souls, and 3322 are now receiying 
relief by employment. Their funds are sufficient to carry 
them through another fortnight, when the harvest work 
will commence, and the peasant will trust tp his own re- 
sources. Government works are struck out, and employ- 
ment will thus be given to numbers. We have the gratifi- 
cation to state, that fever, and indeed illness of any kind, 
exists in a less degree in this part of the coiintry, than l|i 
ordinary years. 

In the parishes of Myross, Kilmacabey, and Kilfangh- 
nabey, from 7Q0 to 1400 hedds of families have been sup- 
ported ; their funds are sufficient to employ and to feed the 
necessitous until other means of sustenance are within 
reach J 

So averse are the gentry generally to gratuitous relief, 
that they do not approve of giving a man any article 
of plothing, without a return of labour; but they are wil- 
ling, nevertheless, that clothing should be given to women 
and children* Bed clothes are most desirable, and loose 
coats and cloaks. In many instances which have come 
under our own observation, an old ragged cloak, which, u 
the chief article of covering for a poor woman during the 
day time, is the o/i/j/ one she has to spread over herself an^ 
hvai]j during thp nigl^t, 



Baniri/^ lOlh August. 

The poverty which exists in the parish of Castlehaven is 
as striking as any which has come under our observation; 
but large grants have been made from yoiir Committee, ad 
well as from that of the county, and although the several 
gentlemen of the parish do not act together, yet we. arc 
happy tp state our conviction, that the poor are not the suf- 
ferers in consequence ; on the contrary, all parties are ex- 
erting themselves to the \itmost to afford relief as extensively 
as possible. Mr. John James Troy has had the management 
of the cargoes which have beefi directed to this quarter, and 
by his most judicious arrangements, they have been distribu- 
ted not only widely, but to the most necessitous. We were 
present at the distribution of meal, and saw groups of half 
naked ragged creatures waiting to be served ; their con- 
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dklon with r^;ard to clothiDg is miserable indeed. With > 
the money which your Committee sent here, labour hat 
been applied in the making and repairing the public roads,, 
which are of great general service, but to no oue more than 
to the peasant. Goyemment are about to carry on works 
which will give employment to many. The poor are in a 
very healthy state, but few instances of fever existing, and 
those being of a mild character. The Gentlemen of Castle- 
haven distinctly state, that they do not f^el themselves 
justified in applying to your Committee for further sums. 

We have been present at a meeting of the Skibbereea 
Comfmittee: it appears that much distress has prevailed 
there, but your gmnts have been as liberal as their wants' 
were extensive : 1400 heads of families are receiving relief, 
and all who are capable of working are employed. Thft 
system of demanding labour for money was not until lately 
adopted, consequently there is less improvement in the 
toads and lanes leading to the cabins, than is to be met with- 
elsewhere, but this* Committee have very wisely directed' 
two hundred men to cut turf for winter store, and at the 
expense of their funds. We are informed, that in this neigh-*' 
bonrhood the potatoe crops have in many instances been 
prematurely dug, but from our own observation we' are not 
justified in stating that this evil is very extensive. In the 
adjacent village of Abbey stro wry, we have reason to believe 
that two or three persons, in the early part of the season, 
actually died of starvation ; this is the first instance in the 
course of ojir enquiry in the County of Cork, that any proof 
has been offerea of such a calamity having taken place, 
The health of the people is good. 

In the parish of Baltimore, S45 heads of families, making 
in the aggregate more than 1700 individuals, have been 
relieved, and labour has been demanded where there was 
ability ; of the number mentioned, 98 families received 
gratuitous relief. 

At Skull (a place we visited with much interest, knowing 
it to have suffered perhaps to a greater extent than any in 
the county), we are happy to state, that notwithstanding 
want prevailed to such an alarming degree, yet by the boun-* 
tiful supplies of your Committer, assistance has beep afforded 
to all who are destitute. The population of the parish is 
15,000, and nearly 10,000 of whom have been supported 
by charity for the last ten weeks. The money and pro- 
visions which are still in Mr. Jagoe's hands, will be sufficient 
io supply the poor until the harvest commences, and thair 



oM ftotaloes are fit for food* .The pric^ oT^«ta^'«t oniN' 
ket is four-pence for 23 lb* A general state of good heaHli 
pr^vftib.. ^ . . ' ■ 

; The.Islands of Cape Clear^ Sherkin) Innisbeg , and others^ 
are pot neglected, they are under the care of the CommHteetf 
pn the main land. 



Kenmare, County of Kerry ^ \Wi Augusi, 

Knowing it to be our duty to collect every species of .in» 
formation, We have associated with various classes of the 
coinmunity, and have heard the. opinions of all parties. The 
immediate cause of the extraordinary distress which hi^s prei 
vailed this season, seems to aiise from the failure of the. last 
piptatoe crops. For some years past the poor haye had great 
difficulty in struggling through the year ; their condition is 
always so bad) that even a small addition to,their usual state 
pf distress is sufficient to expose them to disease ^nd death, 
All parties who have chosen to investigate and judge on the 
state of the south-western part of Ireland, concur in the 
opinion, that had not assistance been afforded, thousand^ 
must have perished. We are well awarp that in England 
such an ojpinion is considered by many unfounded ; but after 
minute enquiry, and deliberate reflection, now^ when the 
danger is passed, we have no hesitation in saying that, with-, 
put assistance this awful calamity must have occurred. We 
can easily imagine, that a traveller passing through the coun- 
try, in the line of the post roads, would be led to suppose 
that the accounts which have been made, public are exr 
^ggerated ; but let him visit the abodes of the poor who }ive 
|n mountainous districts, remote from toiyns ; let him cahrii- 
late their means of subsistence, and examine their whole 
domestic arrangements, an^ he would probably form a dif^ 
ferent conclusion. 

We thmk it right to mention, without attributing motives^ 
that all parties do not perfectly coincide in th^ir accounts 
as to the degree of distress with which their cotintry has 
been this season so alarmingly afflicted. Some aceoqnts are 
in our opinion over- rated, and others are uiider-rated. The 
middle ranks of society, from their more constant obser- 
vation of the poor, we consider commonly give a correct 
picture; but the universal complaint of all classes is, in 
general terms, that they have no capital, no trade, no em-r 
ployment, no resident gentry. The land is "Jn general let' 
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ftttd ift>d«rtet, l)efoir« Ih6 pctor ittao aiii occupy, a&d th^fre 
lire frequently three, four, or more persons between the pro- 
prietor and occupier of the soil. The population is immense J 
the re aife' bvrf few manufactorieii, and the produce of land is 
sd dej^rM^ that there is no remunerating price for agrlcnl* 
tttraMftbotlr. 

• The^f^* is in! every paH of the County of Cork which wd 
hate viftited, 6ome trade in coarse linen yam ; but for want 
of cafiital it is but limited, yet as it is. it gives employment 
to many thousands. But numbers of the industrious poof 
Afe not supplied with spinning wheels, and we beg leaye to 
suggest that a sUm of money expended in the purchase of 
wheels and reels, for distribution amongst those who are 
Urtttbl^ to purchase, would be of incalculable benefit ; with 
ii wheel a wotnan can earn from twelve to eigliteen-pence 
flet Week ; bat it has the still more important effect of in-t 
cnlcating habits of industry : wherever this little domestic 
inachine is at work, it seldom fails to produce a degree of 
comfort ; and it is certainly worthy of remark, that among 
the numerous applicants for relief from the charitable fund 
of Clonakilty, not a single weaver was to be met with. 
'. We make a point of visiting the cabins of the poor in 
every part of the country through which we pass, and as far 
as we have gone (with some few exceptions), one character 
marks the whole of them, — they are indeed forlorn habita- 
tions, deficient in every thing to which we in England attach 
the idea of comfort. A scanty supply of straw . or dried 
weeds forms the bed, and they have scarcely any bed clothesj 
biit the rags they wear in the day. The whole family, fre- 
quently to the number of five or six, sleep in one bed ; they 
. dppear to have scarcely any idea of cleanliness ; their dirt 
and filth arising in a great measure, we conceive, from their 
extreme poverty, which leaves them little care beyond that 
of obtaining food. Many families would be able to manu- 
facture their own garments, if they had the raw '^materials. 

We have the pleasure to state, that in every part of the 
County of Cork which We haver visited, the wish of the Ijon- 
don Committee has been anticipated with regard to the 
cutting of turf. It is the practice of the Local Committees 
to safTer and encourage the men to cut and save their turf 
for the winter ; and they have not in general withheld the 
iisual wages when engaged in this business. They have also 
given every reasonable opportunity to them to attend to 
their potatoe gardens, which are for- the most part in a 
flourishing states but we have reason to fear that, owing to 
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the distresi of the times, there is an odusuall j large nmnber 
of persons who do not possess the luxury of a soiall gardeo^ 
who have possessed one in former years. 

At Bantry there is much poverty ; the pppulatlon of the 
parish is 16,000^ and of these O^SOQ are receinog relief* 
Youi" supplies have been very large ; but from what we can 
collect, they have been much wanted. Messrs. Morgan & 
Patrick Conoell are indefatigable : they have still a balance 
in their hands, and it is not their intention to make any fur« 
ther claim npon your bounty. 

l^ is our duty to mention that we are receiving great 
attentions from the Noblemen and Gentlemen of the county, 
Lord Bantry, Lord Carbery, Lord Kingston, and others, 
have shewn us great politeness. It is now generally known 
among the poor people that agents from their benefactors 
are in Ireland; and whenever we arrive in a town,* they 
assemble in hundreds to testify their gratitude. 



Killarnet/j IQth August. 

In reference to the enquiry of the Committee respecting 
loans of money to inferior tradesmen and others, we beg to 
state, that in considerable towns this plan might be adopted 
with the best effect. At Cork, where the population is 
great, it is in high repute ; and at Killamey several gentle* 
men have pointed out its importance. One principal object 
of the Committee, we conceive, is to discover some means by 
which the funds remaining in their hands may be of perma- 
nent benefit to the poor. The subject has occupied our 
serious attention, and we have availed ourselves of the 
opinions and advice of some of the best informed men whom 
we have had the honour to meet. The subject is acknow* 
ledged to be one of great difficulty ; the most feasible plan, 
howc'^er, that we ,can SMggest is, that of encouraging the 
domestic manufacture of coarse linen and frize, by plac ing 
a sum in the hands of Baronial Committees to be applied for 
this specific purpose ; it would comprise the purchasing of 
spinning wheels and utensils, the sale at reduced prices, or 
gift of flax and wool, &c. &c. The great population, and 
the minute subdivision of lands, compel the honest. cottier 
tenant to sell his best produce to pay hisrer^t and tithes, 
leaving for the. supply of his family nothing but potatoes ;— r 
this crop is very precaridus, and whenever a partial failure 



CORSESPaNDENCB OF THB AaENTS. 129 

oocars^ a season of much distress commonly ensues ; but w« 
consider the evil would, in some measure, be remored hj 
the plan here suggested; it would employ that part of a- 
fiiinily who are now idlers, and by that means eaable them 
to obtain some comforts which are at present not within 
their reach^ 



Cakirsiveefiy 22d August. 

I have been through Dunkerron and Iveragh districts, in 
the county of Kerry, which I am aware have been con* 
sidered by the Committee to be in the most distressed state ; 
there can be little doubt that their distress has been quite 
as great as was represented. The county is very moun- 
tainous, thickly inhabited, but there are scarcely any resi- 
dent gentlemen ; the few who do reside upon their pro- 
perty have exerted themselves to the utmost. But the 
season of distress is passed ; the harvest is commenced, and 
is remarkably abundant ; the poor man who possesses a 
potdtoe garden has an \in usually good crop ; the labourer just 
at this time, is able, in most cases, to get employment in 
the roads and other works, which government are about to 
carry on, and the beggar will have the same facility of sub- 
sisting as heretofore upon the bounty of his scarcely richer 
neighbour. 

As several local Committees have considerable balances in 
hand, larger indeed than it will be desirable or necessary to 
expend in the purchase of food, (there being the same reason 
to feed the people for six months to come, as there will be 
for feeding them after a few more days), these Committees 
are anxious to know in what manner you may be pleased ^to 
order their surplus funds to be expended ; they, of course, 
are desirous of giving the poor some means of employment. 
The encouragement of the coarse linen and woollen manu- 
facture is the only plan suggested, and the furnishing of 
spinning wheels and creating a market, are said to be the 
best means of attaining the object. 

At Kenmare the local Committee have the charge of six 
very extensive parishes, over which your supplies of money 
and provisions have been extended. They have a popula- 
tion of upwards of ?5,000 souls, a very large proportion of 
whom have been relieved. There is no manufacture, a 
general want of employment prevails, particularly aniong th^ 
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woiD^. ^{fitting wheels fo)t emptoynieiit) and bed clotlis 
for coTering, are earnestlj asked for. 

At Killaniej the Committee have a considerable sajipljof 
meal on hand as well acs monej ; their balance is nearlj 
'j€700. The population of Rilkmey and Aghadoe (which 
in the charitable distribution are united) is 14,6<K); of tbis^ 
upwards of 1500 beads of families haye been relieyed. 
There has been a less degree of feyer and illness than in 
ordinary years. The local Committee are anxions to appro- 
priate part of their funds in establishing a market for lineD^ 
and in encouraging the manufacture of that article, but they 
are watting the apptroral of your Committee. The local 
«abscrtption» of this place amounted to nearly f 1100. 
; Schools for education, and spinning wheels for employ- 
«ent, are much wantied. The Lady of Sir John Grodfrey 
lias established a school on a very liberal basis, in which the 
children of both Catholics and Protestants are tajDght to read 
#nd to work : much good is being done. 



Newcastle, County of Limerick, 
30th August. 

The Barony of Iveragh contains a population of 18,000, 
nearly the whole of whom have been relieved, either by pur- 
chasing food at reduced prices, by labour, or, when necessity 
demanded it, by gratuitous assistance. The funds of the 
local Comihittee are abundant. I hare been a circle of 
.several miles over the mountains, and have passed through 
the island of Yalentia. Good crops of potatoes are to be 
'Seen every where, and the people in these remote districts 
liave certainly not suffered from neglect ; your bounty has 
reached the most unfrequented wilds of Ireland. 

The Barony of Corkagwiny, of which Dingle is the capi- 
tal, contains a population of 33,000 souls, 18,000 of whoin 
have received charitable relief. Dingle has been celebrated 
for its manufacture of lineil, but in consequence of various 
frauds and inattentions with regard to the manufacture of 
the article in more prosperous times, it has unfortunately lost 
its good name, and the people are now feeling the sad effects, 
pf their own impolicy ; yet, however, there is a very con- 
siderable quantity of flax grown in the neighbourhood, and 
great nunibers of persons are« still employed. It is reported, 
|hat great distress pretailed here at. the beginning of the 
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season, bat the general appearance of the people 19 bertaialif 
better than othen^ in most parts of Kerry. 
^ The population of Tralee is 7500, of whom l^QQ £amilie8 
have been relieved, principally gratuitously, by the local 
Conimittee; labour has been demanded but in a limited 
B1an^t1.er, yet what work has been done is of a yery usefiti 
kind, tliat eiS improving the roads and lanes leading to the 
cottages of the poor. The central Committee were acoos- 
tomed to meet at this town ; the whole of their funds have 
been divided according to the census, over the entire 
county. 

Thus far in our tour we have met with a nnmerous, poor, 
and unemployed people ; want qf employment is admitt»ed 
by all to be the cause of the misery they struggle with. t<> 
the means of employment we have therefore directed our 
particular enquiry ; numerous are the modes proposed, but 
a distinct plan of effecting the object has been rarely sub- 
mitted to us. The subject is I conceive so important, that 
much patient enquiry will be most desirable before any plan 
be entered upon. The co-operation of the gentry of this 
county must be relied on. 

With regard to the county of Kerry, the gentry are very 
thinly scattered over fhe country, so large a portion belong- 
ing to absentees. 



1 

Limericky 6th September. 

I have now -passed through a considerable part of the 
province of Munster, and have visited thjose places in which 
want existed iq the greatest degree, but happily the state of 
things is changed ; there is now plenty of provisions in the . 
country, the harvest has been remarkably abundant, and I 
believe there to be no individual, however poor^ but is able Xo 
get food to support life. How consoling must it be to every * 
feeling mind to know^ that those fellow creatures, >r ho in . 
thousands, but a few weeks back, were on the brink of star- 
vation, are, by the. exertions and bounty of the behevoknt, 
rescued from the awful visitation which awaited them; 
perhaps even the calamity which was so much. dreaded, may 
prove the grea.test blessing the country has ever felt ; it has 
certainly roused and directed a spirit of enquiry towanrds 
this long neglected peasantry, whosecondition Js, I am con-^ 
vinced, but little knowin in England. It has softened, if 
not changed, those :feelipg6 of fear, distrust^ iandj^lousy. 
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with which Ireland has yiewed our own couotrj, and it maj 
probably tend to . conciliate their disturbed and harassed 
minds, beyond any measure which could ha?e been adopted 
by the legislature. 

It is admitted on all hands, that to give the poor eroploy- 
ment, is the first and most important step towards improT- 
ing their habits ; they have been charged with being na- 
turally indolent, but from obserYation, I am led to belieye, 
this character does not belong to them : it is more from a de- 
ficiency in the means of being industrious, than in the will. 
The encouragement of the linen manufacture is undoubtedly 
practicable, and is a measure likely to produce important 
benefits ; it will employ an immense number of hands, and 
has too the advantage of being a favourite occupation of the 
poor, and that which they already understand. 



From Mr. James Brearli/' ( Agent )j dated Galway^ 

2bth July^ 1822. 

. Thousands of poor creatures are walking about the streets 
with scarcely any covering on them ; and I have frequently 
found in one small cabin from fifteen to twenty persons, of 
all ages, and many cases of fever. 

His Grace of Tuam took us to see the poor supplied with 
their daily provisions, which I saw given to more than 3000 
persons, men, women, and children. I cannot describe the 
misery of these poor creatures, many of whom were nearly 
naked. His Grace informed me, that more than 1000 were 
sent back from Gal way in boats to Connamara. He supplied 
each with one week's food. 

I found two orphan girls, the one twelve and the other 
fourteen years of age, one of them ill of the fever ; they had 
been^lying among the ruins of an old house for some days ; 
for in cases of fever no one will admit them into their houses. 
Some boys had that day built for them a small hut of turf, 
in a bog by the road side. I procured a light and crept in 
by a hole, and found them lying on a little straw, and barely 
covered with only an old cloak and the day rags of their 
own. I placed them under the care of the Rev. Mr. Martyn, 
P. P. and gave him some money for their immediate reiiefy 
and for the relief of the sick in this neighbourhood. 

At Ballynahinch, I visited several cabins, and gave tem- 
pQtary r^ief to some peculiar objects of charity. .. The in- 
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habitants are in a most dreadful state for want of clothing : 
in many instances the children are naked* They partake 
of the bounty of your Committee, for which they seem very 
thankful. The roads here are dreadful ; the cabhis poor, 
many of them not having any furniture^ not even a Vjessel to 
cook their meal in, and for beds,^ a heap of fern^ in the 
comer of the cabin : one old blanket in some of them serves 
as bied clothes for the whole family. In the places where 
the land is cultivated^ I am happy to see the crops looking 
very well ; a great number of acres are planted from seed 
sent by your Committee. At the seat of Thomas Martin, 
Esq. I found men, women^ and children, receiving meal, it 
being a dep6t for food. Mrs. Martin has established a 
school, and I was informed, that on the preceding Sunday it 
contained upwards of one hundred and seventy children. 

I found in the north west of Counamara very great dis« 
tress, the inhabitants almost naked, and misery depicted in 
their haggard features. In the villages of Rassadills, Au- 
crusby, and Ganogues, many have perished through hunger. 
I am happy to inform the Committee, that his Grace the 
Archbishop had sent a medical man to this district, other- 
wise the most serious consequences must have followed. 
This measure I hope will check the progress of the fever, 
which is still ragiug. Blanketing, bedding, clothes, and 
cooking utensils, are very much wanted here, for they have 
sold every thing to purchase food: in One instance I saw a 
family eating their oatmeal dry. 

tn the Islands of Boffin and Shark, I found the poor much 
better off than those I had s^en in the half parish of Balli- 
nakill; a very few cases of fever; the inhabitants were 
tolerably healthy, and were recovering fast from their late 
distress : th^ir crops look very promising, but clothing and 
blanketing are very much wanted. . t gave some relief to 
several poor old men and women. The inhabitifUts of these 
islands elcpressed themselves in the most feeling manner for 
the timely assistance sent them by the generous people of 
England, without which they must have perished. Inisturck 
and Clare Islands I found healthy, there being only about 
twelve cases of dysentery, and they had medtcal assistance 
near them. Their crops were also very promising, and<the 
inhabitants in a better state than I Expected to find them. 
The people generally expressed warm gratitttde for the as- 
sistance sent to them by your Conomittee. 
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Carrick on Shannon, Countjjf ofZjeitrwt^ 

2d September. i ■ 

This day I had the honour of meetiog the Centriil Comw 
nittee of the county of Leitrim, as per appoitttinent ; I 
looked over their accounts and found them werj xegeiai:; 
these I will transmit to you as soon as duplicates can be 
Qoadc. The Treasurer's account I will forward likearise. 
I cannot but express my- approbation of the busiiie«-ttlLe 
manner in which the affairs of this . Committee haine Ibeeir 
conducted. Their balanc-e^on hand amounted to tlie sum of 
^§267. 58. ; part of that sum has since been appropriated to 
the purchase of blankets, to be given to those who are fiflidt-' 
ed with fe?«r« . ' . > 



Ennisy Counti/ of Clare, \st Octob&r. 

I must beg leave to state, that in this county there is only . 
one licensed pawn-broker; that in the town of £nnis, the 
pledges of the remaining part of the county are in the hands, 
of private individuals, for which they will demand exorbi- 
tant interest ; for in passing through the remote parts of the' 
county, I. discovered that these articles were pledged to' 
their neighbours, one among the ether, for which they de- 
mand an interest at the rate of 2d per fortnight for an article 
pledged for teiipence. 



Extract from the Report of Mr. George Waddington^ 

..♦"•'■ 

September 18, 1882. 

Since my arrival in this unfortunatp country, I have dili- 
gfinlly investigated its circumstances, and have now a.toler- 
able idea of its condition. That incidefital distress arising 
fnHn a failure of crops has been relieved is certain, but that 
misery and wretchedness still prevail and inust continue, if 
efttctavje means iu« not adopted to ameliorate the cfmiditiopii 
of the poor, is equall v certain. The b^evolence of Englai^d . 
and the prompt exertions of the London Committee have 
saved thousands ; and if so much has been done by tem- 
porary expedients, how much may be effected when the 
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people of £ogland shali have determined to adopt means of 

^relief of a more p^mianeut nature. Many of the evils which 
afflict this coubtry are only to be temoved by a patient per- 
severance of years; but much good may be immediately 
effected^ and a great amelioration of circumstances obtained 
for the poor. « 

'^ It seemed to be- the opinion of the people of Dublin and 

•Cork, that the' report of distress in Ireland was greatly 
exaggerated, and that little more existed thau usual. 1 took 
considerable pains to know on what ground thi^ opinion was 
formed, and I did not find one individual who had come to 

rthis conclusion after a minute investigation of the circum^ 
stances of the more remote, districts, where unprecedented 

/distress did really and awfully exist. 

It is due to the Local Committees to state, they have dis- 
charged their duty in a satisfactory manner. Their accounts 
are precise and correct, and their, mode of distribution has 
been impartial and judicious. The labour required for relief 
Jias been directed to works of public utility, and will be of 
lasting advantage to the country. The streets of some of 

'the towns have been greatly improved, and many nuisances 

removed which were very offensive and pernicious to health. 

The local subscriptions have been in proportion to the 

means of the inhabitants, and very liberal, and many Ladie^ 

and Gentlemen have devoted nearly the whole of thejr time 

.to the public si»rvice during the period of distress. The 

•management of the Local Committees has excited my ad- 
miration. Instances of improp<ir distribution are but few, 
and it is satisfactory to state, that British charity has in 
general had an imjiartial and just distribution.. It i» also 
proper to state, that the benevolent efforts of England have 

;been handsomely seconded by the mqre opulent part of the 
community in Ireland who reside in the distressed districts. 
Respecting the distress of the present year,* (which has 

'been the subject of much doubt), I am fully persuaded 
that it has been of a very peculiar kind, and has far exceeded 
what has ever been experienced in the worst of times before. 
That. individual must needs be distressed, who has no pro- 
perty or provision of his own, who has no employment or 
means of earning his bread, who has no parochial aid to flee 
tOj and whose friends are so exhausted by the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the times, that they are as destitute as him- 
self. 

*^. TThe liberal supplies of money and provision afforded to 
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Ireland^ and the prompt manner in which ihef were des- 
patched, have excited the highest admiration and gratitude; 
but eren with these means the crowded Csimishing populadoa 
of those districts couid only receive as much relief, in some 
instances, as would just prolong existence. In man j> instan- 
ces not more than half a pint of meal could be allowed for 
each individual. In some of the mountainous districts of 
Kerry, and on the banks of the Shannon, and in the coun- 
ties of- Clare and Galway, the distress mu^t have been 
equally dreadful, if timel j aid had not been sent. When the 
cargoes of provisions from England reached the ports, the 
•shores were lined with half starved and half naked sufferers, 
some of whom had not tasted food for' upwards of forty 
hours, and a few hours delay must have been attended with 
most fatal consequences. In many instances potatoe sets 
were dug up after they were* planted to satiate the cravings 
of hunger, and many of the ^growing crops were dug up in a 
premature state. 

On my route through the country, I- have seen many 
thousands of men labouring upon the public roads for dd. 
and 6d. per day, or the same value of oatmeal, and ont'of 
these earnings, a family of seven or eight persons had' ta be 
maintained. When the ^orks first commenced, many of the 
poor men were so weak that they could not bear to hibour^ 

III the town of Lis towel, a vast concourse of people from 
the country assembled daily, to receive a pint of boiled 
oatmeal and water for each individual, and this had to be 
carried for several miles. During my stay iii this neigh- 
bourhood, their distress was considerably augmented by an 
inundation. Four rivers had overflowed their bank% and 
destroyed vast quantities of com and potatoe crops ; by this 
circumstance, many of the farmers will be entirely rnined<: 
we calculated more than Six hundred pounds damage in one 
parish, and the banks of the river were inundated for more 
than sixteen miles along its course, and taking an extent of 
more than one mile in breadth in some parts. 

The wretched cabins of the poor, throughout the distre^ed 
districts, are the most miserable hovels that ever were tenanted 
by human beings. I have visited many hundreds of these 
wretched abodes ;• — they generally consist of one roond, and 
in some instances, contain twelve, fourteen, and sixteen per- 
sons ; and sometimes two or three families are all huddled 
together in one promiscuous group. Many of the cabins are 
without chimney or windows ; some of the entrances are so 
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low that % person must go in doublefold; the door fre- 
quently consists of a' stone slab^. and in very, many of the 
cabins not a. single article of furniture is to be found. The 
uiraates. frequently take up their lodging on the floor, oyer 
whichJs scattered a few handfuls of filthy straw, or a few 
weeds, and sometimes only a little sand. from the sea shore. 
In many ca3e». they are toidlij^ destitute of bedding, and 
their dress consists of a. few. dirty rags^ overrun with yermin. 
Xn.tbe8eabodesi of misery,, the women and children, and fre- 
gfientiy the men^ spend day after day in indolence and 
want,: and a» life of wretchedness is dragged on in the most 

.fprlom.and deplorable. manner,^ and human beings, possessed 
Qfvthefinest natural powers^, are sunk into the most degraded 
atate of. barbarism.. 

That peculiar distress. arising. from the failure of the pota- 

.ioe crops, has been, relieved, by British benevolence, or at 
]j^stah.far asut was practicable, is most certain ;, and corres* 

^ pendent feelings, of gratitude have been excited among all 
ranks of society. To Britain, the rich, and tile, poor feel 

^themselves. indebted ;: for if the ravages of the famine had 
-Xirrbceeded.,. alL ranks, must ha?e been involved in the cala« 

. mlty.. In. every part through which we have travel led,, the 
most unbouudedi gratitude has been Ttemonstrated, and as 

.the ag^ents. of your Committee, we have been treated with 

. the greatest hospitality and kindness. Upon leaving Eng- 
land,„many friends expressed their apprehensions for our 

. safety,, but even.ir\ tbe:most disturbed districts I never have 
had any cause for alarm. I Have travelled through some of 
the wildest districts in Ireland, without any additional means 
of defence, with sums of money in my possession, and with 
thisscircumstance generally, known ; and if there had been 
an|^ intention, I might have been seized, and my property or 
life.taken^ in the most seci^et manner; — and yet over moun- 
tains, plains and glins I have pursued my way, and never met 
with. one. single interruption or accident. Those who repre- 
sent the Irish I'easantry as naturally ferocious, know little 

^ of their, character, ^o race of men a,remore kind and gene- 

, rmi9 than tbeIrishmountaineers,.aud the peasantry in general. 
.The law of kindness is peculiarly adapted to the genius of 
this .people. 

Sui.h>evils as I have stated are common in Ireland,, but 
the effects are not so immediately felt where trade gives 
employment and the means of subsistence. . 

i2 
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Non'Tesideni landlords may perhaps be considered as a 
priaiaTy evil ; it is a serious thing to take several YhiHions of 
rent annually out of the couiitry. But the taking away rents 
is not all ; it is the system of jobbing and oppression thai is 
created by the absence of land proprietors, that is such an 
intolerable affliction. 

This evil, however, will be reduced. Landlords must 
either return, or suffer a great diminution of income;, per- 
haps it is not too much to say, that one half of the rents of 
the present year cannot be paid, and in many instances, the 
proprietors will lose all. Many estates will not raise a 
sufficient sum to pay the interest of mortgages. The cottier, 
tenants hold plots of land, consisting of from half an acre 
to two or three acres ; — the whole family is dependant upon 
this for subsistence. In the present depressed state of 
agricultural produce, the farmers cannot employ the labour- 
ers ; consequently, they have no means of raising money but 
out of their potatoe garden, which will not produce more 
than the family could consume. 

In some places Where I have travelled, I have met with a 
kind-hearted resident landlord, whose life is devoted to the 
best interest of his country. His improved system of hus- 
bandry, his breed of cattle, drains, mountain culture, plan- 
tations, quick fences, farm yard, and other domestic arrange- 
ments, have excited a spirit of emulation in the neighbour- 
hood, and his exertions altogether have produced the most 
salutary effect for several miles distant : such zealous phi- 
lanthropists live in the bosom of their tenantry in the utmost 
security and comfort. 

In Ireland, begging is systematic. As soon as the potatoe 
crops are planted in Kerry, the men set out for England and 
other parts, in search of work, and the wife and family to 
beg round the country. This system of begging is increasing ; 
for widows and orphans, no other means are provided, and 
the thousands now out of employmtint, must necessarily 
resort to the same practice. 

In the south western districts, there is no regular system 
of trade or means of employment, and a crowded population 
Is comparatively idle. Spinning and weaving are practised 
more or less, and if the people were encouraged they would 
excel in those arts. I have seen linen, woollen, and worsted 
goods, " got up" in a superior way. Their looms and 
tackle are of the worst description. Although there is a 
considerable demand for tlieif coarse linens, yet the markets 
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te\so fytsdistmt^ ind the capital so small, that very little 
ulsonesi ean be carried oti. ' . 

' WheM' wpmen will work for ^d. per day, aad men for 6d. . 
bijrejs no need of ^^ speeded" machinery. The doraesticj 
tanning wheel might be so &r improved, as to enable a 
erspn to spin jiine times the present quantity in a given - 
ime, and with this advantage, no country lu the worldcould' 
ivalthe Irish manufacture of coarse linens. 

There is one circumstance which I am anxious to impress 
ipon the minds of the Committee, namely, that the circum- 
tances of Ireland have been materially changed for the worse 
ince the recent depression of agricultural produce, and that 
low it is out of the power of the farmers to afford relief to the 
peasantry, either by finding employment, or by gratuitous aid. 
n past years, there has frequently been an extensive failure 
Q the potatoe crops, but at those periods, the more opulent 
art of the community could give the- necessary assistance : 
low, all ranks are broken down, and the progiess of misery 
;annot be prevented by temporary expedients. In the 
;reater part of the principal towns which I have visited, the 
radesmen weie nearly all unemployed, and their families in 
he greatest distress. Tailors, shoe-makers, joiners, masons, 
^c. &c. were working upon the roads for 5d. and 6d. per 
lay. 

At no period of time have the benevolent exertions of 
llngland been more noble, more effectual, or more prompt, 
ban during the recent distressing season, M'hich has been 
ixperienced in Ireland. These exertions have produced 
iensations of gratitude and respect for England, in th^ minds 
)f the Irish people, that were never -felt before. The most 
idvantageous opportunity of producing some lasting good is 
low presented, and it is devoutly to be desired, that this 
>pportunity should be duly improved. There is a facility 
n the circumstances of the Irish peasantry for bettering their 
;ondition, that does not exist in the circumstances of any 
>ther people in the world ; and it is a matter of surprise to 
ny mind, that century after century should have been pcr- 
nitted to pass, without one efficient effort to ameliorate their 
condition. Providence has at length directed the attention 
>f Britain to this important subject. Does it not appear, that 
;he set time to favour Ireland is come ;. and is it not the 
imperious duty of every man, who has the smallest preten- 
nons to the name of a philanthropist, to direct his most se- 
rious attention to this subject ? On leaving this country, my 
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mind is deeply impressed witli gmtitade for the inib<Hmded 
kindness and hospitality which has been manifested by this 
generous warm-hearted people. I am deeply affected with 
the miseries of the poor unfortunate peasantry^ and if the 
humble efforts of my whole life could be of any avul, I would 
cheerfully sacrifice the comforts of my native land to serre 
these unfortunate sufferers. 



Kf-- 



CHARACTBH AND CONIXUCT 



OF THE POOR 



DURING THE LATE DISTRESS. 



From John Blacky Esq. SligOy 6th May, 1823. 

If any thing conid add to the claims of such distress, 
patience, under it, certainly does ; and I confidently add 
the latter claim to the former ; for neither onr county nor town 
has been in the most trifling degree disturbed : oar distresi^ 
has been borne with' patience and fortitude. 



From J. B. Colihurst, Esq. Dripsey Casilcy Corky 

I2th May, 1822. 

1 feel it roy duty to make the earliest application, on be* 
half of the distressed and suffering objects around me, who 
are, particularly entitled to my care, from their good conduct 
during the late disturbances in the country; resisting both 
threats and temptations to join in them, and continuing to 
work as long as work was to be had ; they are innocent 
sufferers from bad times. 



From ihe Ret. Charles Seymour, Clifden, County of 

Qahoayj Ibth May, 1822. 

I beg leave to request, that any benefaction that may bd 
intended for our poor and patient, as well as truly loyal 
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mountaineers, who haye never put the Goyernment lo the 
expense of a military force of any kind to preserve the 
peace ; never have been engaged in any act of rebellioo, 
disaffection, or insurrection ; never required a county police 
to preserve the lives and property, of any of the inhabitants ; 
and never were contaminated by Ilibbonism, Whiteboyism, 
or outrage, such as have disgraced other parts of this un- 
fortunate island ; should any immediate relief be intended 
for this part of Ireland, I beg it may be transmitted to the 
Archbishop of Tuam, who will forward it to me. 



Extract from the Petition of the Committee ofArda 
and Dangan, Count?/ ofCork, 17 th Ma?/^ 1822. 

The country is reduced to that miserable state, that those 
farmers, who iji former times were able to contrtbute to the 
relief of the poor, are scarcely able to support themselves ; 
from their not employing labourer's, the greatest' distress pre- 
vails. Fever has already followed want, and is daily spread- 
ing in this district. The death of numbers must ensue, if not 
quickly relieved. 

This dreadful visitation is borne by the suffering inhabi- 
tants with the greatest patience ; they conduct themselves 
in the most peaceable manner. 



From the Rev. John Preston^ Vicarage House, Bruff, 
County of Limerick, 2Ut May, 1822. 

I feel much pleasure, in making application for the relief 
of the peasantry of this district, to state, that the conduct of 
the inhabitants has been uniformly loyal, and, in the late 
-insurrection, unparalleled in atrocity, and unlimited in the 
extent of its attacks, the conduct of my numerous parishion- 
ers has been marked by a most peaceable demeanour and 
loyal conduct. In so much, that without any additional 
defence to my parochial residence, I have had the good 
*fortune of being unmolested t6 the' present day. As much 
as in me lay, for the space df 40 years, I have endeavoured 
to do some good among my neighbours ; and I thank my 
God ray efforts have not been in vain, or unrewarded. 
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From the Rev. James Ifeligan, Killmactige, (bounty 

ofMai/Oy ^th Mai/, 1822. ' 

T • . - • • .. ' • ■ - . . • • ... 

, I beg to remark, tbat these poor people bear tbeir suffeiv 
ings with' great patience and moderation, and have, kept 
themselves clear of all illegal combinations, and from tres- 
passing on their neighbours property, (except in a few triTial 
instances,) which ought to recommend them to the conside- 
ration of your Committee. 



From the Lord Bishop ofKillala^ County of Mat/Oy 

27th May, 1822. 

Our people are well disposed ; there is no appearance of 
a disposition to disturb the public peace; the pressure of 
the times is borne with good temper, and what we are able 
to do to alle?iate them is thankfully received. 



From the Rev, Thomas Watker^ Kilmalooda Glebcy 
County of Corky 28th May, 1822. 

. During the late disturbances, which afflicted so great a 
proportion of this extensive county, we feel sincere satisfac- 
tlon inr bearing the fullest testimony to the quiet and peace- 
able conduct of the inhabitants of this parish, though si- 
tuated within a few miles of the scenes of insurrection and 
lawless depredation. 



From the Rev. Robert Morritt, Creagh Glebes County 

of Cork, 31st May, 1822. - 

Since I had the honour of addressing you, in behalf of 
my starving parishioners, I have been forced, from the num- 
ber, of applicants, to increase the number in employment to 
one hundred and forty, and this day I was forced to turn 
away seventy applicants, though I only gave 5d. per day. 
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The poer fellows said they might as well work«0 be idle^ 
and absolutely perfonned their day's work^ though they 
Ltiewy from the inadeq^Qy of ny means^ | was inabk t» 
pay them. 

Such a fact speaks Tolumes. I confideDtly tnnt it will 
pleiid the cause of my flock moire powerfully with j«ti^ tfaaa 
aoiy wdrdis of mine. 



From Messrs. Wood and Bfarichfield, Barony pf 
Fassadinany Counij/ of Kilkenny y bthJune^ \S22. 

That the distress of the poor in this neighbourhood has 
arrived to a very alarniiug ipitch^ the great extent of which 
has been concealed until within the Jast fortnight^ by the 
unparalleled patience and exertions of the greater part of 
Ihe poor people, who never complained of want while they 
had any thing to dispose of, even to their bed cipthes and 
wearing appapel, by the sale of which they have been enabled 
to sow their usqal quantity of seed potatoes, and to drag out 
81 scanty subsistence until now, with the aid of water-cresses 
and wild vegetables. There have been many families for 
the last ten days without any food, except the scanty assist* 
ance they could procure from their distressed neighbours^ 
who wrill in a few days more, 'be reduced to a siniilar sitnk- 
tion. This distress prevails through part of the parishes of 
Mayin and Conoley,^ the entire parisli of Kilmacar, and that 
part of the;parish of Mothel westward of the River Dinan* 
Th^se districts are nearly composed of -wet mountain-lands^- 
which, in ordinary years, afford plentiful crops of potatoes 
atid'Oats^lmt the heavy rains of last' season nearly destroyed 
lill the crops, which is the only cause of tlie present distress* 
The people are very quiet and peaceable, as a proof of which, 
we can state of our own knowledge, that there has not been 
one person convicted of any felonious crime out of any part 
of these districts for the last twenty years, though there is 
not one resident gentleman^ except your memorialists^ or 
eiren a policeman^ in the etijtire diitrictt 
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l)romJotm^P^kin$jJEsq^ dated BiMisaketirg/^ County 

ofMayo^ QthJunCj 1822. 

I cannot omit to mention, tliat under the extreme pressure 
of want and hunger, the miserable sufferers are perfectly 
peaceable, and seemingly resigned to their fate ; nor have I 
beard of one single dishonest, act in this parish, either hav- 
ing Been tommitted by night or1>y day. 



f^rom the Rev. Walter Wakhj P.P. Mount Hussejf^ 
'County ofRouofrmon^ lOthJune^ 18CS. 

The explanation of our apparently culpable tardiness in 
convening a public meeting where so much distress, and 
more particularly, when the want of seed potatoes so gene- 
rally preyailed, is short, and extremely creditable to the suf- 
ferers. It was not made known until a^iproaching stalfvation 
wrung it on Wednesday last from three families mentioned 
in the resolutions. This silence, under suffering, prdbeeded 
from a decency of spirit, now the only )remnaiit of^the fdrtneir 
prosperity of this parhh. ^ 



Frvm the Rev. Joseph Verschpyk^ KiHaJa, ^County qf 

MayOyl5thJuneylS9i. 

Their peaceable habits should recommend them {>ar<lctt<^ 
larly to the notice of their English brethren. No excesses 
have taken place among them, and even a scarcity, approach- 
ing to stanration, has never prompted them to have recourse 
td plunder or thieving for their own relief. We ^therefore 
confidently appeal to your humanity. 
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From Ike Rev. Robert Kirchhoffer, Clondrohid Glebe^ 
County of Cork, I7th June, 189& 

Employment is the wish of them all, anfl the delight ex- 
hihited by the poor creatures when they receive their wages 
is truly gratifying. 






Trom the Rev. Malachy Duggan^ Donaha, near 'KiU 
rushy Counti/ of Clare^ June 17 thy 1822^ 

Amidst this aggregate oT woe, the patience of the people 
was most astonishing, and their submission to the laws of the 
land highly praiseworthy. .But thanks, fpf evei^ . to .pjfci^ 
English Benefactors, ,tbe gloom is beginuiiig to dissipate ; 
every day wafts to our ports fresh proofs of th^ir munificence, 
liberality and humanity. 

* • ' ■ 

From the same, dated 2lst June^ 1822. 

I am applying this money towards. the repairs of the pub- 
lic roads, and have to inform your Committee, that I have 
the young and the old at work at present. This mode of 
applying it I deem to be of great utility to the people, both 
now and hereafter, and as the public and private roads s^re 
in such a ruinous state, when repaired, they will be so many 
channels of industry opea for the people, ^nd will contribute 
much to their future happiness. Three thousand pounds 
would not repair thein by regular presentment, but the 
peo'pie work-.now without measure^ e;ipectirig thereby they 
will meet the approval.of the Il^ocal Conimittee, and a con- 
tinuance of the relief. They will remove mountains, they 
say, if they get enough to eat* 



From Charles King O^Hara^ Esq. Nifmphs-jieldj 
County of SltgOy 17 ttL,Juney 18^. 

But the many cases of deepest distress are only discovered 
by visiting their houses, yvhere families^ 'heretofore in afflu* 
enccy have been found sinking in silence to the grave, anxious 
to conceal their wants even from their nearest neighbours. 
I am happy to observe, that not a single instance has occurred 
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of riot], theft, or eyen complaint. The poor people are 
most grateful for the exertions' made iii th^ir behalf,' aad we 
must ever acknowledge the unparalleled benevolence of the 
sister kingdom with the deepest sense of gratitude. 



From the Most Rev. Dr. Oliver Kellu^ R. C. Arch- 
bishop ofTuam^ 22dJme^ 1822. 

In this as well as other small towns of the Archdiocese, 
through which I have frequently occasion to pass during this 
season of distress, I dailj meet with tradesmen and house- 
keepers, whose feelings of independence and the remem- 
brance of better days, will not permit them to ask for any 
of the provisions distributed at a public store, but whose 
wants claim serious attention from every benevolent mind. 



Jrom A. B. Rowan, Esq. Traleey County of Kerry ^ 

Ibth July^ 1822. 

I am happy to say, that this mode of disbursing relief is 
well received by the people themselves ; their constant cry is 
^ Give us wdrk to enable m to live.^* 



The Memorial of the Inhabitants of the Parish of 
Templetennyy County ofTipperary^ 20th July, 1822. 

That your Memorialists are proud to state, that no act of 
outrage has been committed, nor has any spirit of insubordi- 
nation to the laws manifested itself amongst the inhabitants 
of said parish, though immediately adjoining the disturbed 
districts in the Counties of Limerick and Cork, and that 
therefore the distressed inhabitants of said parish and barcjny 
are most deserving of protection and relief. 
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From the Rev. St. Woodward and Local Commkiee ai 
Fethardy County (^Tipperary^ l5tAJufyj 1882; 

That your Memorialists can bear the most ample testi- 
mony to the amazing patience with which the severest dis« 
tresses are borne by the overwhelming population of this 
neighbourhood, with^ the details of. which they, think it 
needless to trouble you^ but of the. wide extent of which 
ihey could hardly s^eak in termi^* too strong. 



jiia Meeting df the Gentlemen in the^ Parish ofArdero* 
nej/j County of Tipperary^ ^6tk Julyy 1822^ 

Resolved, — That the industrious and peaceable conduct 
of the peasanti'y of this parish, justly entitle them to every 
assistance this meeting can give or procure for them. 



From Dr. Churchy Ustowelt, County of Kerry, 

aith July, 1822. 

. On receiving your letter I set a particular enquiry on foot^ 
which perhaps 1 should not otherwise have done, and. I have 
stated on the backs of tlie papers some of the particulars 
which came to my knowledge* In the course of my enquiry, 
I found, much to the credit of the persons lending the dif- 
ferent small sums, who were all shopkeepers, that they 
^aCted no consideration whatever in return for the loan; 
and that they inconvenienced themselves, by the diminution 
of their means, in order to relieve the wants of tlie poor 
people. One man. said his house was filled with pawned 
.firticles* A case of this kind of double distress came to my 
.knowledge a few. days before. A poor woman with an infant 
in, her arms came to. me in tears: she had scarcely any 
clothes on, and she; was endeavouring to conceal her naked- 
ness. She said she had parted uith whatever little clothes 
she had by degrees, and her cloak, which she prized more 
than all, and had pledged for 2s 6d, was just selling off by 
cant ; (all our poor women wear a cloak or mantle with a 
hood to it; they consider it indispensable, and chiefly be- 
cause however ill clad, it conceals all). J sent for the per- 
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spn< with ^hom it was pledged ; % \iii\e boy came^ and said 
his father and mother were both lying down, ttfatthey kept 
the cloak as long as they coald ayoid selling* it, hut their 
o^n distress was so great that they were obliged to do so at 
last. I went to see, and fonnd the story to be true, and 
had to provide a coffin for this poor man in a few days after. 
I sent a phyvSician to see the wif6, a^id d)»si red. that she 
should wsifit for neither medicine or food ;^X fear she is 
irrecoverable too« 



At an a/turned Meeting of the principal InhabUmds 
- of Partonstown^ Kitig^s County^ dQlhJiilt/y ISSS', 

The Earl of Rosse in the Chair, 

it* was unanimously Resolved, — 

That notwithstanding considerable distress lias 
firefyailed for some mohth$:past in this town and neigh]>our- 
nood, we have forborne to apply for relipf to Government in 
consequence of the snperioir distress existing in other (^arts of 
tlfe kingdom, but having ascertained, 'Ivithiji. these few days 
'^ps^t, that distress has augmented to an alarming extent, ex- 
'hibfiing the iiiiserable spectacle of aboye one thousand per- 
sons in actual want, niany of whom from infirmitj;, and many 
fl^dro want of employmcfnt, are up alile to support th^mselyes 
and their families, we are reluctantFy obliged to solicit aid 
for those destitute pensons, ifi order tp. prevent th^m from 
falling victims tp famine^ 



from Dt» John Churchy Lislowel^ Countt/ of Kerry y 

1st 4ugusty 18a2. 

On|r poor people are mo^t eager for work; \k\ey go thirty, 
foAtyr,. sixty miles off to Sjeek for it, and I know^Aa^ is misery. 
l:know a poor mani vsho has gone sixty miles upon t,wo{>ence; 
l]Ml boaght a quart of oajbmeal, liad it baked into a cake, 
i^Jiiqhhe.took in his pockety with.hisspade on his. shoulrier. 
It afforded him two scanty meals on the roadside with 
water. , He shortly after heard of the death of his wife and 
one of his children, and cacne back. There are many now who 
wish to be off, but cannot go for the want of their spades, 
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which they have pledged. You have carried them thropgh 
the season of starvatioD. I wish to heaven we had some 
means of bringing them home to work. 



From the venerable Archdeacon Jebb^ dated Abingdon 
Gkbey Limericky lOth August^ i8S3. 

Since my return home, I have been taking the first stieps 
for procuring a supply of wheels; and hope to do- so through 
.wheelrights resident within .this parish. .If this can\jh^ 
effected, it will be a serious advantage ; not merely as;p|Y>- 
moting industry in the neighbourhood for which I am na- 
turally most interested, but as producing a salutary effect on 
the minds of the people, who will be more sensibly im- 
pressed by seeing the process go forward under their eyes ; 
and whose gratitude to the English people, and conscious- 
ness of the value of a peaceable and loyal conduct^ which 
lias drawn down this bounty, will be unspeakably enhanced 
by this continual sensible impression. 1 cannot find words 
to describe the delight of the poor people at the prospect 
opened to them of procuring the means of cheerful and do- 
mestic industry. And it shall be the constant aim of Mr. 
Forster and myself, to keep alive in them those feelings^ 
which, we trust, may ultimately subside into settled habit^ 
of industrious exertion. In many cases, when we have been 
hitherto pained and grieved at witnessing the recklessness 
which grows out of the absence of all hope, we already see 
reason to anticipate both forethought and alacrity, at no dis- 
tant period. 



From the Rev. Michael A. Sullivan^ P. P. ofMuthury 
County of Kerry y 2^th August j 1822. 

This parish was the first in this kingdom that entered into 
solemn resolutions before their Altar to keep themselves 
-free from insubordination and immorality, which promise 
they have since kept inviolate, though they were nearer the 
contagion than any other part of Kerry, being on the borders 
of the county of Limerick. 
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From the Rev. Richard Falkinery dated Mount Falcon^ 
County of Tipperarj/y 28th September^ 1822. 

I solemnly protest there were above twenty families, of 
from seyeD to tMrelre in number in each familj^ who were 
destitute of any kind of food or raiment ; so much so, that 
no one in his senses would give one shilling for all the cover- 
ing they had for night or day, and 1 believe there never 
were^iet of p^opl? whp bpj-^ their sijflferingp ly^tji g^^er 
patience and magnanimity, or witfi ftiUer or «ere^ grateful 
hearts acknowledged the bounty of their benefactors. 1 am 
comlnissioned by them frequently, to beg of your honourable 
Committee to accept thetf most grateful thanks for your 
bounty. 



From the venerable Archdeacon Jebb^ dated Abingdon 
It h a gim^yipg (urf^^n^t^npe, t^t ^ft^r the )a#t; tWQ 

W0r]i;s kad beepin q^mpte^eds a^uj wh^ the »lla«i^ ^100 
was alipoa^ €;iLpeiide4f the p^r i^^boiir^r^ oq Comierp a^f) 
Flannery's hills, requested permission to finish t,\^\r w^iif. 
without hire, from a sens^ of gratitude for the relief af- 
forded them, and, as they expressed it, '< for the comfort- 
able <9>an|if r in ifhi^ ih^y hf4 beep paid^" Tk^ i^^e^ 4if 
course, could not be complied Wl^i * but when 'the poor fel- 
lows understood, that Archdeacon Jebb intended paying the 
8ni^)us from .h|s pyrj^ ipq^ket^ %hQj^g}i tl^ej b^d labpufed 
hione^ly and difigeptly throughputs they worthed double 
tides for the last week, to diminish the g|;pQQ8e : ^nd the 
superintendant (a man conversant with road making), dcf 
clared, he had never seen work so spiritedly executed in the 
course of his Ijfr. 
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From the Rev. Francis Fox, Castleterra^ County of 

Cavany June Sthf lSi34 

With regard to the tesolution thstt the Roman Catholk 
Priest should be associated with me^ I beg to obserre^ th^ 
in Ofery thing that concerns the interest of ttits parish, or 
the care of our poorer brethren'/ the Protestailt and Romanr 
CRtholics follow the eT^ample of their several Pastors, and gor 
hand in hand* 



; » 



From His Grac^ the Archbishop of TuaiH, July Vitk^ 

1822. 

Money c6uld not be pUt intd more honest, more impartial^ 
more huiiiane hands, than those of the Rbmiin G&tholic 
Warden of ' (Balway. 



Circular Letter of the Right Rev. t)r* O^Shaiighnessy^ 
R. C. Bishop oflSllaloe, August 9d, 1882. 

You will mention from jour altar on Sunday next, that 
Dr. O^Shaughnessy, R. C. Bishop of Killaloe, requests, that 
the Pastors of the distressed districts of said diocese, should, 
at their respective chapels, excite their flocks to unit^ with 
the Clergy in expressing their heartfelt and everlasting gra« 
titude, for the unexampled, necessary, and timely relief 
administered to them through^ the paternal influence of our 
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beloyed SoTereigo, by the kind generosity of the Govemmenty 
and bj the nuuierous donations of bur benefactors in Ireland ; 
but above all^ by oar truly charitable Protestant Benefactors 
and fellow subjects in Edgland. 

This work of m^rcy originated with our generous and 
compassionate friends in England, by whose zeal and piety 
immense sums w^re poured in on the London Tayem Com- 
mittee of Management^ by whose anxiety for our relief all 
possible means were adopted^-^-charity sermons, benefits of 
balls and theatres ; — and haying tried all other measures, 
collections from door to door were resorted to with con- 
siderable success. 

In the history of the world li there to be found an instance 
of such beneyolent feelings as are now manifested, and by 
whom ? — by the illustrious English Protestants, in favor of 
the destitute Roman Catholics of Ireland. 
. As the apprehension of. famine must be soon done away 
by the prospect of an abundant harvest, this same great 
pation is turning its thoughts towards a supply of night and 
day covering, for. men, women, and children, of our half 
naked peasantry. 

Heavenly God ! can those wretched poor people ever 
forget such kindness ? j^Uere let the . congregation kneel 
down.] Therefore, with our heart and our voice, let uf 
9ffer our fervent prayers to the thicone of the Eternal God, 
humbly and earnestly beseeching Him, that every spiritual 
and temporal happiness and prosperity may be the/ reward 
^ this unheard-of munificence, in favor of the destitute 
population of our unfortunate country.' 



From the Rev. Malachy Duggatt, P.P. Donaha, 
Counti/ of Clare, August 14/A, 1822. 

I beg leave to express my feeling of gratitude to our 
English benefactors, and being a Catholic Priest, augments 
my gratitiade and love to my Protestant Brethren, for their 
munificent, disinterested, and Christianiike conduct during 
the severe visitation. The good they have done is incalcu- 
lable ; the evils they have prevented would be indescribable ; 
for which they have, as the only remuneration in our power, 
our mofft ardent wishes for their public and private happiness* 
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From the Men: Robert Kirchhoffery Clondrobi^ GkbPj 
(Jomty of Corky 19l4 4ug^sty ISSKg, 

I aa^ hi^ppy <o report tp y<mr ComiaUtee that i^ Roipan 
Catl^oiic Priefts have united moft cprdially with wf) in 
e]]j^vo^ripg tA aU^^at^ the distrQ«9 of the pea«fin,trj. Fm 
^}l t|ifi ]^indn^8» and fttt«|iti<m q( f bar CgmoiittWy alUw vmi 
% mj^lfi ^ K«linr(\ vfk]f «iQCer^ tb«n)u» 



n iiiii 



JFirotn lAtf J2^« S. Muvphi/y P. P. KHm^my Ckmlu 

♦/ Corky^ August mihy m». 

The most troublesome share of the businessr was cheeN 
fpily undertaken by the Rev. Mr. Kenny, (Rector of foU 
meen,) as the partition and daily inspectiou of the w'ork^-r' 
the keeping of the accov^uts, — the paying the labouitrs'Hi 
money Or meal, — the distribution of soup, £tc. ; an^ T call- 
not conclude, without expressing the happiness I feel in tbb 
opportunity of testifying to your Oommittee my wannest 
acknowledgments of that Reverend gentleman's mentoriotts 
cdnduct, during the prevalence of the late awful calamity: 
His anxiety to alleviate the alarming distress of his parU&« 
his indefatigable exertions to procure the means necessary U> 
that effect, his very judicious management of them, (and 
here I am bound to state that in our frequent conferences on 
this subject, any suggestion of mine met with the most 
marked attention on his part,) will, 1 am convinced, be long 
remembered with sentiments of the deepest gratitude by 
every individual in thi^ parish, and by none with a stronger 
impression than by myselL 



From the Right Rev. Dr. Plunketty R. C. Bishop of 
JBlpkifiy dfOed AthhnCy Countjf of Roscommony 29m 
Sept^nbery 18S9. 

I need only s^y, that as it is my duty, I hope it will 
always be my inclination, to do all m my power to promote 
the comforts and improve the condition of my suffering 
countrymen without distiQCtion of religion, sect, or party. 



CO-OPERATION OF THB CLERQT. 149 



From the Rev. William Urwickj SligOy 2d October^ 

1822. 

. May I be permitted to observe, that yoa cannot too rigidly 
adhere to the system yoa have so steadily pursued in aU 
your proceedings, yii. . that of combtoing the different reli- 
gious persiiiC^odS aiM the v&Hed int^test^ <rf thi^ htbd, in the 
distribution of your bounty. This inspires the objects of 
your charity widi implicit confidence in the measures adopt- 
ed for their advantage, witliout wdich they would be utterly 
inefficient. The labours of your Committee have done more 
towiMs bt^akiii^ doh^ ih^ brfl^ltfkft 6f ^rejddic^^ tbaii msf 
plan which has been hitherto adopted. In the establishment 
of a mutual feeling of friendship among those who difier, 
we must all rejoice, however decided we may be in attach- 
ment to our own views, and in zeal for their promulgation. 
Enmity, prejudice, bigotry^ and persecution towards each 
other, are elements ill suited to the growth of truth. They 
originate in ignorance, aiid tend to perpetuate error. I have 
the pleasure td ks^re ^6u, that as nir iff my Ifnc/wled^e 
goes, your bounty hsis been distributed (j^ the same liberal 
principles as yqii have s^ci^d upon hi remitting it.^ Not a 
single complaint hail te^^ched my ears df s person in distress 
having had relief deui^ him on iitfcotrtii of his religious 
views. ^ 



j^tfi Meeting (tfihe Trustees for ind encouragement of 
Industry in the County of Sligo^ December llth^ 
1823, 

Resolved, — ^fhat th^ Clergymen frf aft religious denomi- 
nations be considered Members bf ihe Committee for the 
Barony in whicJi t&ey rende. 



LOCAL CONTRIBUTIONS 



A9 rXR BSTVSIIS 



FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEES, fte^ 



£ s. d. 
Ja the Coi^nty of Clare ...... 3382 ioi 

Cork ..... 12,099 15 3 

Galway 4702 15 i 

Keriy..... 2396 13 7 

Leitrim.... 1016 

tiimerick .. 5096 10 i 

Mayo 3916 5 4 

Roscommon 2514 8 id 

Sligo 2096 15 9 

Tipperary.. 3956 8 

— : 41,177 5 « 

Sundry- Parishejs ii^ the '. ' 

County of Cavan 205 2 9 

Donegal . . . 129 

Kilkenny.. !^70 

King's County 442 8 8 

Longforil ,. 872 12 7 

Queen's County 107 

Waterford.. 394 11 1 

Westmeath. 579 8 5 

3000 S $ 

£44,177 9 

■ " — — f • r 

i 
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Extract cfa Letter from Luke Shecy Esq. dated Brit^ 
field Bouse^ Cork, lOtk July^ 1822. 

I assure you I have for my own part gone far beyond my 
means, for 1 could not see such misery and keep any thing 
I could spare by stinting myself; I have parted with hounds 
I kept, iA enable me to give what they should get to the poor. 
I have hitherto fed 100 persons every day in my yard at my 
sole expense, with bread and porridge, which I get made 
every day in one of my out-houses ; these are principally per- 
sons not able to work, either from illness brought on by want 
and other causes, and old age. Really I do assure you, that 
if it was not for the relief I have given, independently of my 
subscription to the Committee, my neighbourhood would be 
in a melancholy way, but .now I am compelled to sh<Nrten 
the number, — ^I cannot hold on, and the number of claimants 
is increasing rapidly, which makes it more wretched. 



From the JRev. W, R. Townsendy Cork^ 
12th October^ 1822. 

• 

It would be perhaps impossible to know the full extent of 
donations in this county ; many private individuals had, be< 
fore the formation of Committees, supported the poor by 
getting wheat ground and giving it in small quantities. 



From ike same. I5th November. 1822. 

I yesterday had an interview with Lord Carberry ; he had 
not received my letter relative to subscriptions in Rathberry 
parish, but now gave me the following particulars ; he re- 
ceive'd no private subscription, though for, the entir^ season 
he supported upwards, of eight hundred people. Lady Car- 
berry and the ladies of bis house attebding daily to the dis- 
tribution of food. I yesterday also received a letter from the 
Bev. John Jagoe, curate of Skull ; he says there was no sub- 
scription, but that a Lieut. Meggison, R. N. commenced in 
the month of May to supply sixty of the most distressed fa- 
milies with soup, and that the same person purchased ^40 
worth of seed potatoes, and served them out to the poorest 
people, and that he is now making an arrangement to pur- 
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chase at his own expense a little supply of warm clothing 
for some iniserably poor families. Mr. JagOe sajs he also 
gaye out soup on a* small scale. When 1 was lately in that . 
country, I heard every person dpeak of Mr. Meggison's libe- 
rality and personal exertions last summer. If the Committee 
wish to Send any clothing to that country, they eaa hardly 
dlace ifi IB better hands tihan in those of these gentlemeii* 



^mmm^mmm, 



Fftm the LdHUt Cdmfhittee bf Trnpledt-dHe, Coumy »f 

Donegaiy 5th June, 1SS2. 

Tlift liesident gentlemeti who ard id any wa/ able to ciiii' 
tribtte ift thehr relief do not exeeed 10 or 13 ; many ^ thete^ 
from the eoci^ftt af their ohUrUi€$y mtt smffering fnriTlttions la 
their dWD famillesi 



From His Grace the Archbishop of Tuam, 
Sm Ocidber, 1828?. 

I send a parcel of returns of local subscriptions made in 
Ihis cbcittt]^^ d^fng tli<» late «onQimer^ ft^ yoa i-^uii^d : I am 
aWare thai 0eTeral. ge^tleitien larg^j/ Supplied tht^ir ifWh 
U!ik9Atty With pYeVlsloiis, Whiofc ^tifiot Upp^M ih toy reiufAi. 



From the Rev. H. R. Dawson^ Castleepmer^ County 
of KitJcenn^j i6ih July y 1822. 

before I left the country , t was obliged to deliver raiieas 
of meai to manv lar^e families whom I knew woa)d cither* 
wise haye been m a state of starvation, and some pers^^iif ^Jit 
reside m tiie parish are now continuing the same praetiee atf 
far as their Itoiited meaas will peraciit. We have hiiberttf 
refrained from applying to the Committee, In the ha|ie Uait 
pu.r own resources would have (Supplied our waists,, but tbef 
are now exhausted. 



••• T« • 



LtClh COHtBlttttlDHi. ISS 



Drom Rich&ri tktidny ^tq. Ca$tlecomer^ 
ist October^ IbSi. 

Ih ihfi begtntibl^ of M&y, a Mbfifcilptiml trfts rab^ b6i« 
atnddlithig to jff 144^ th6 gfeatetpM, bi which the Ddwdgeir 
Lttdy Ormotide (oar extdleiit sfda tobstantty r^^idetit Ifinded 
pHypHetoO conttibated, and Wad latd 6iit in th6 purchase of 
seed potatoes for ih# poor, to whom they were giren btL the 
principle of a charitable loan, the amount to be paid back by 
instalments of tenpeace a week, and thus 190 families were 
provided with support for the ^nsning season ; and it is highly 
creditable to the poor people who were the objects of this 
Itian to state, that their re-payitietits anioant to the sttm of 
^M* 4b. lid, which, considering the distfess that hki sited 
pi^enuled, is more than oonld hkte be^b ^kp«tl^d« In this 
parish however^ Orerwhelmed as it to With a wretchedly poor 
population, there are multitudes Who have neitheir Idtid td 
receive seed, nor means to sow it, and who of course were 
unable to avail themselves of that species of relief. Accord- 
ingly, in the month of July, Lady Ormonde opened a kitchen 
for the delivery of meal and soup^ Where for five w^eks, an 
average number of 1400 individuals were supplied with com- 
fortable food at her Ladyship's «o/0 oKpense. Besides this, 
she employed 50 men of the poorest of such as Were able Uf 
work, to whotn she has given tenpence a day ever since, and 
. 1 need hardly add, that these poor creatures were employed 
for mere, charity, and are entirely eiclusive of her Ladyship's 
regular estdblishmeni of workmen, consisting of not less ihad 
60 more. This relief has, as t have already observed, beeit 
confined to the poor of this town and its immediate neigh- 
bourhood. In addition to which, I have paid for her Lady- 
ship (to whom I am agent) sBwi in different sums for the 
relief of the poor in a distant part of the eountry where her 
Ladyship hits another estate, besides ^lOC) as her subscrip- 
tion to the general fund vested in ike Dublin Mansion-house 
Committee. 
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From Col. L^ Estrange^. King's County^ 
14/A June^ ]829. 

I am supporting above an hundred from the parish of 
Gallen, giving them employment and provisions, wlHch I. 
shall be able to continue until the end of the first week in 
August, but cannot extend it further than I tiave done, hav^^ 
ing so manj claimants from my own property. 



* 

From the samcy I6th July^ 1823. 

I beg leave to add, that I am myself giving emplojmeDt 
and subsistence to 350 persons, which I cannot /[continue 
much longer, as the stock I had laid in, is nearly exhausted; 
and their whole dependauce is upon what 1 can give them, 
until the new crop comes in. ^ 



From the Rev. J. C. Maudcy Kinelty^ ^th July^ 1822. 

I think it necessary to remark, that (alrhougb their exer*. 
tions have not been made known publicly) my parishioners 
have not been insensible spectators of the misfortunes of 
their tenantry. Mr. Bernard has advapced, and continues 
toadvuhce, upwards of j£20 per week, in money and com; 
Lord Rossmofe, Mr. Drought, and others, hfive also comQ' 
forward to employ a number of necessitous persons. 



Ai a Meeting of the principal Inhabitants of ParsonU 

Town, July SO, 1822, ^ 

Resolved, — That, in addition to the subscriptions for the 
permanent charitable institutions in this town, we have now 
raised the sum of £\(yin 2s. towards relieving the objects 
requiring immediate assistance ; and we are confident that 
the present subscription would have been much greater, had 
not the subscribers been now also called upon, previous to 
the approaching assizes, for subscriptions for our Pispensary 
and Fever Hospital. 
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From Qeo. Crawfordy Eiq. SVAnne's^ N. T. Forbes^. 
County qfLongfordy 8th October^ 182S. 

Iii «tddition tp the pecuniar J subscriptions fdr the parish' 
of Cloogish) I opened a Sonp Kitchen at mj own private 
expense j by Yfhich 30 poor families around me were prin- 
cij^aliy maintsdned during the summer ; and a similar esta4 
bfishment was sopported ' at the expense of the Earl of 
(Grranard, at which from 60 to 80 families were supplied 
^th a good dinner dariug the distressed period. 



From Mark Bloxhani^jun. Esq. Moudow^ County of 

Longford^ 26th June^ 1822. 

The local contributions for the poor of Moydow, amount 
at present to ^£136^ Irish. A poor market is held ooce 
each week for the distribotion of oatmeal (the only article 
of provision used), at which those considered able to pay, are 
permitted to purchase at the rate of 8s. per cwt. in quantities 
proportioned to numbers iu family ; iikose unable to pay, re- 
ceived similarly arranged quantities gratis; those able to pay 
but in pfirt, pay in the proportion they are able, and receive 
the remainder gratis. Of the first class, there were 104 
families on the list, last market day; — <)f the second claiss 
^8 families ^ — of the third 22 ; — making the total on the 
list at present^ 184 families, consisting of 680 individuals* 
From the limited nature of the* fund, the quantity of meafl 
issued each day was necessarily sinall, never perhaps exceed- 
ing 16 cwt., certainly on no' occasion aniouhting to one ton ; 
it is hoped, however, from the late liberality of the Irish 
Committee, that the ratio to each family will be encreasedii 
No person is put on the list without a local inspection of his 
habitation, &c. and a strict enquiry as to his general circum- 
9tances. No employment has been given to the poor from 
this fqnd, but the necessity of that is in a great degree ob* 
▼iated,by the liberality of the Rector of the parish^' the Rev. 
H* W* Cpbbe^ who supplies all the spinners of the ^aridi 
with 4ax at his op^n expense, 'and is ready to give the yarh 
spun by them to weavers on their application ;' persons of 
those classes are aU employed, though at low prices ; there 
has not appeared as yet any necessity for the distribution of 
seed potatoes. When subscriptions were originally set ' oiji^ 




foot) the Roman Catholic ClergjmaD was consulted, and co- 
operated } was also inyited to flttead the meetiftgg at tkft 
iiocal CoinmHtee, add was written to jresterday dil the re- 
ceipt of the letter from the Irish Committee, informing him 
^ lis purport^ and sending a copj of the resolutions. they 
•ateted into* It may be added,. tha^ in the m^^nagement of 
th« fund it has e^er been an oliject to giTe as little ^ gratis as 
pMsible^ and that the general quantity of meal issned was so 
^opoflioaed la the existing means, that a snpt>ly to a sintiiar 
tednnt ceald be iraned once each week^ till the middle df 
•August next, I also^ that there has not been any sale at prime 
cost hitherto, bnt that it shall be considered at the next 
meeting of the Local Committee, whether that plan may not 
be acted upon in some instances, thereby enabling persons to 
purchase by retail at wholesale price. 



Ptom J.tl, Stiitlitmd, tlsd. TuhtahaHj Cduvi^ tff 

I We to saT, that Mn Nolan lias fbrfiislied m6 wUil Hh 
account on oath of his having Expended !^i6ns ^ cVt* 6tin€iA 
In the belief of )^^. families, and 1 know that ai ttiepfe^ntt 
|>rice thai must hkie cdst him ai leaM AUO. £fe sh6i^^d 
me tfae rec^ipls ^r his diifer^hi ptircbases^ tili t Ao A'dt 
speak with accuracy of Ihe sum, hecaude ifts accduht is In6t 
before me. 't tno^ also from tiie report of the Pmik 
I'riesi, and of cotifidential persons in my employ, (tiat he 
.]ia9 realty supported these ji families from the coiihnende- 
'neiit of ihe distress, and attended to their wants witi lUb 
utmost kindness and humaniiy. 



Prom M. S. 



Cooper, tlsg M.P. Mullingar^ 



I ani at present employing persons to the amount pt j^ldO 
per week, ip ihe ooanty of dligo and kere^ whidh wllfbe 
continued during Ih^ pressure, besides >i^^0 remitted to t&e 
Sligo Central Committee in cash, arid hatf as muc^ kid out 
in seed potatoes^ add a weekly sum to Ihe parish of ISatli- 
sodare. 



Tipperarjf^ S^dJuiy. 

Th^ iQea(:l(|fl9qq (?f \\k^ pp^ntrj: h^^e wade awcfc .e^ertiops^ 
tl^tt ^)f q q( tftei^ pff!^e4 sUeep 4^ their 8Hb^?ripti<«, Uayiog , 
qif fnqpe^. (» «U9rt> the w«H cpns^jeRtiatf s psj5 an4 di^geo^ 

W«fy f^»P»6f t ^fec pefH'iL f <?wW fill ||a$P9 wi«ih theq, , 



; - nn j» 



From tM Jiight Hm^ %Qr^ ff^i^rpark, T^Pr^nf^ 
County qf Tipper Qxjft 6^4 OQtpb^p i$9in 

I ffMmd a Teiy small room b^ im^over^d) and abwt eight 
boys taught ii| schooU I buiK a ^hool ^ous?, pontainiaig: 
two poons of 92 feet l9«g by 13 lMr<>ad» f^nd furiiidli^ it 
with formt, &c* &i;« It «oat we ^^400^ I pkf^ed a yery fitw 
spectahle schoolmaster and «u$tr^^s tWe wttb a f alary oi 
M^ a year, and haYe the pleasure, pf ^JMg^ that w« haT^ 
Dipiw 6<& boyaia the ftcbcioU 

I haite taken a cAUsid^rfihle qi)ai>tity f>C laad int^ my owa 
handa^ and have' empl9yed a. Ta^t ipswy p4'Q.ple t« cultivate 
it according to the best EugU^h sjrs^evaL. ^'h« adiantage ta 
the people has been great* , . 

From the Eavtof Gkngalt, Cakiry €ounh^ of Tipp^" 

, rdrt/^ 9th October^ 18^. . 

JJp ^e'ft^OD on ^ny part shall be wanting to promote ypqr 
W<\evplept pbjectSj an^ I b^ to be expused for slatipg. (J^ 
\J^ imr town of Cabir^ a chariiab(e association has si^t inCoo)-, 
ii)|jti^^ for thirteen ye^rs past^ through whose meriVoriovu| 
^^ftion^ a Feyer |Jospit?il has beeu erected and suppprfe^J 
by priyate subscription, and a spinning and weaving fai^t^rj 
^lahlHhed) whicji i\qw gi^s. epiplojment to 34? vopDieu,j|ttd. 
9hlWr^» i«^4 ^9 We^y^rs. 



rr^ 
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Report from Clonmel, County of Tipper art/ ^ lOtkMay^ 

1823. 

- In tbe spring of 18^, when famitie and distress nniver* 
sally prevtoiled in the Westetii and. more Southern part» (^ 
Irelandy there was no >fant of provisions generally in the' 
town and neighbonihood of Clonmel : the necessaiies of life' 
were dear, hut thej conld be procured : it was thefeforr 
thought inexpedient, in the eaHier part of, the season, to- 
draw upon the more wealthy of the public for those resources 
which might afterwards be wanted to a much greater extent. 
And though there was a prospect that a share of the English 
bounty might be bestowed on Clonmel, if there was a pro- 
portionate exertion on the part of the inhabitants, yet they 
did not think it humane, or indeed justifiable, to divert that 
bount]^'from those channets where it was essentially neces- 
sary to preserve lif^. No such state of things in Clonmel 
could be alleged io justify an interference with the more' 
^distressed districts. At length, however, it was found, thai 
though provisions were in abundance, there was such a 
general want of employment in the neighbourhood, that iHxt 
poor were unable to provide food, even were it considerably 
cheaper than it was. On this ground, the Right Hon. 
Colonel Bagwell set on foot a subscription in the month of 
July 18^2, for the sole pmfpose of expending it In employ- 
ing the poor on the roads and public avenues, which might 
be a g^ner^l benefit to the town. A sum of £509, 3s. 3d. 
was subscribed and expended in the way above mdntioped, 
affording to the poor, and particularly to those who from 
age or other causes were not likely to be emj^oyed by indi- 
viduals, a small daily stipend of from 6d. to lOd. each, 
according to circumstances. 

The association for suppressing mendicity, however, was 
m particular difficulty in consequence of increased demands 
arising from the want of employment and deamess of pro- 
visions. On behalf of this charity, an application was made 
by Colonel Bagwell to the Central Committee in. London, 
and a sum of ^ipO British received, which enabled that 
soifeielty to continue its exertions. ' 

In the November following, a Female Association for the 
town was formed in connection with the British and Irish 
Ladies Society for improving the condition of the female 
peasantry, and a sum of about ^50 was subscribed. This 
association has received from the London Committee for the 
use of the town and barony, four bales of clothing. 
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la Jaimarj ]823y in consequence of the severity of the 
season uiid the difficulty of procuring fuel by the poor^ ano« 
ther subscription was raised of J^1S7. Ss. 9d. and principally 
laid out in the purchase and distribution of coals. On the 
33d of April,' an association was formed for the county in 
connexion with the British and Irish. Ladies Society, for th^ 
puipbs^ of forming Local Associations through the county. 
To tfiis association £20 has been lately transmitted by the- 
Central Comwittee In London for the general purposes of • 
the county.' 



From Thomas J. Whitney^ Esq. County of Wesimeaih^ 

UthJuljfj 1822. 

What I have already done towards their relief is out of 
my own private fortune. Every morning, for the last month, 
I have fed from forty to Hfty poor persons gratis ; and on 
every Tuesday, I distribute from two to three tons of meal 
at a reduced price, from ^3 to £4 per ton loss. 



^rofn the He^. Arthur Rolteston^ and others^ dated 
Moatey County of Weatmeathy 18tk Juli/y 1822. 

The Local Committee entrusted with the management of 
the fund amounting to ^1^150, Subscribed in the town of Moate 
in the county of Westmeath, and its vicinity, for the relief 
of the poor in that neighbourhood, report, 

That they commenced the 1st June with purchasing up« 
wards of 2000 stones of potatoes, which they had cut for 
seed and distributed gratuitously to a number of distressed 
persons, whose gardens were lying waste for want of the 
means of procuring them* 

They distributed a quantity of lime to cleanse and white<> 
wash the cabins, by which means they hope they may have 
checked the progress of contagion and disease. 

That finding a great number of persons in actual need of 
the necessaries of life, from want of employment, whereby 
they could procure food, the. Committee turned their atten- 
tion to setting forward some descriptions of work that would 



/• 
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hoq^h gowTHLmXinh 



enipV>7 11^ m^t difrf;refi9ed» aii4 hmg taa<ik Mn^ rtiwii t^ 
the m9V^f 90 Q^^n^ed. Tliey ppt vpw«r4a of ope bop^nd 
la)>piirer9 »t tbjB |iU0wiM)c.e qJT three qmris of 0(»ti»^ per daj. 
each, to cqt torf (being the oolj fyel miule use of ia tbU 
part of th^ comtvy), ^iid wbiah to 4ry and ^y^ fit for nw 
and 6i4e, would alqo epjibt# th^m to ^mploj a comber el 
fefDalen and cUldren whom they should also relieve ; but 
they fpur tM whc» dpne^ tbey citfinot calculate oa its brieg^ 
ing in a return of more than one4hird of tilie* money flo^ 
expended, owing, in a great measure, to many of tbe persons' 
employed being feeble and unable to perform much work 
from age and bad food. 



GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 



OF 
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From Stephen Galtwet/, Esq. Killarnej/^ County of 

Kerry, lith May, 1822. 

The universal ipipulse of gratitude and admiration, which 
fills every person\s bo^om in this town and neighbourhood 
at the present moment, for the splendid and hymane manner 
in whith the meeting held last week in your city has acted, 
calls forth froni Irishmen a debt of gratitude, which they 
can never repay. If any thing, were wanting to place the 
City of London on the proudest and most exalted station in 
the world, this noble and unsolicited act has done it. 



At a Meeting of the Gentlemen and Clergy of the 
County of Kerry, convened by the High Sheriff on 
Wednesday, the ]5th of May, 1852. 

Resolved, — That we request to be permitted to tender to 
the London Association, and to the subscribers to their fund, 
our most respectful thanks for their benevolence to our un- 
fortunate countrymen; and to assure them that a strong 
impression has been made on the hearts of our peasantry, by 
so munificent an act of strangers, doing honour to the national 
character of England, and calculated to cement the best af- 
fections and interests of both countries 
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From Dr. Churchy Listowel^ County of Kerry, 

19tk Majf^ 1822. 

I hope you will allow an humble indiYidual to take this 
opportunitj) on behalf of has unfortunate poor countrymen) 
to return most heartfelt thanks to you. Sir, and the other 
Gentlemen in London, who have thus so humanely averted 
the impending and otherwise inevitable calamity of a famine, 
ivhich threatened our poor and distracted country, with all 
its appalling consequences. It would be in vain to attempt 
any expression of our feelings on the occasion. Such dis- 
interested and noble generosity in those who are strangers to 
us, and at such a moment! It must be grateful to the 
feelings of such men to be assured that their humane efforts, 
as well as those making by our Government^ will save thou- 
sands of famishing creatures from the death which other- 
wise awaited them. Hitherto they have been supported by 
the exertions of a nearly exhausted gentry;: — exertions 
stretched far beyond the means of those making them, but 
no longer able to carry them on. We have hitherto heard 
of but few deaths arising from actual starvation, but a short 
time more would make it tremendous, had it hot been for 
this timely assistance. The pale and emaciated faces met 
with in the streets and on the roads, proved the rapid ap- 
proach of this last step; I have known an instance of a man 
who for three days had not a morsel to «at, and then stretched 
exhausted on his bed to die ; a trifle saved him, but his re- 
covery was slow. It would be painful to dwell on these 
instances of misery, and I only mention them to shew how 
timely the relief has been. 

Although no such result was in the contemplation of those 
humane Gentlemen, yet it must prove satisfactory to you to 
be informed, that your interposition, at such a moment, is 
likely to make impressions on our peasantry favourable to 
the future tranquillity of our country. 



JF/om Daniel Coghlan, Esq. Crookhaven, County of 

Cork, ^Ist May, 1822. 

The humane liberality of the sister kingdom to this uu« 
fortunate country, never can be forgotten by aay Irish heart, 
possessing the smallest spark of gratitude. 
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-4/ a Meeting of the May or ^ Sheriffs, and other Inha^ 
hitants of the City ana Liberties of Cork, held at the 
Mansion House, on Thursday, the 2lst day of May, 
1822, 

The Right Worshipful the M/itor in the Chair, 

Resolved,-^That we view with unfei^ed gratitude the 
prompt and beneTolent exertioos in London, and other parts 
of Great Britain, to alleyiate the distress that exists in the 
sputhern and western districts of this kingdom. And ia 
this coroinunioa of good feeling, ^e look to an indissolulile 
union of the two countries ; and that his Worship the Mayor 
do, through the London Committee, make our acknowledg- 
ifiepts to the British people. 



From Richard Deasy^ Esq. Clonaldlty, County of 

Cork, May, «9, 1888- 

Our feelings are such that we are totally at a loss to find 
language sufficiently powerful to give expression to our gra- 
titude. The hearts of the English philanthropists would 
quicken with satisfaction, could they behpld oq,^ hundredth 
part of the effect of their benevolence on the squalid famine- 
fiaced human beings here. It is quite delightful to us to re- 
flect, that the union of the two countries will be, by sqch 
acts, cemented more completely than it could by any other ; 
9nd you have accomplished by your splendid exertions in the 
qaase of suffering humanity, whjit has been sp long unattain- 
able, thouj;h so much desired,^— the making us one people. 



From the Jlev. William Urwick, Sligo, 
1st June^ 1822. 

It is irai& to attempt describing the emotions which hare 
beea excited in th» members of our Committee, to whom, 
jrour letter of May the 99th to Mr. Madden, has been shewn. 
Without an hour's delay, I hasten to acknowledge the receipt 
of the ^300 British, remitted by you to our Treasurer, from 
the Irish Relief Committee in London. The gratitude their 

l2 
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unparalleled liberality inspires, will not find utterance in the 
common formalities of votes of thanks ; it will remain till 
death, an abiding and reigning principle in the hearts of those 
iC has benefited. 



From the Rev, Michael T. Keating^ Cahirnarrj/ Gkbe^ 
County of Limerick^ 1st June^ 1822. 

' With the most unfeigned sense of gratitude, I have the 
honour to "acknowledge the receipt of £lOO British, the 
amount of the benevolent and exceedingly liberal donatioa 
granted by your Committee ^o relieve the distress hi the 
parish of Cahirnarry. 

It is quite beyond my power to convey an adequate idea 
of the feeling evinced by the parishioners on the communi- 
cation of the intelligence * but a meeting is to be held to- 
morrow for the purpose of expressing how deeply they are 
affected by the generous conduct of the British Nation to- 
wards this country, at the moment of her difficulty and dis- 
tress. 



From the Rev. J. M'Namara^ P. P. Cahirnarry^ 
County ofJLimetick, 3d June, 1822. 

My parishioners do declare how deeply they are impressed 
by the noble and generous conduct of the British nation to- 
wards themselves and this country in general, at the present 
trying moment ; and that when the occasion which has drawn 
fbrth such conduct is passed (I tfust never to return), still 
that the feelings produced shall not be forgotten, but that to 
the last moment of their existence, they will endeavour to 
shew how sensibly alive they aie to the kindness exerted in 
their favour. 

As they are now about to reap the advantage of the peace 
and tranquillity which prevailed in this parish during the 
period of the late disturbance, they pledge themselves to 
uphold the character which they have obtained, and to im- 
press in the strongest manner on the minds of their children, 
the value of orderly coaduct, and obedience to the laws of 
their country. 
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From the Very Bev. Edmund French^ R* C. Warden 
- ofGalwat/y 12ih Jufie, 1822. 

I have taken care ia the distribution of the labour ap- 
pointed by the Committee of Galway for the employment of 
the poor in town and country, to impress on their minds the 
utmost gratitude for the benevolent supplies which the good 
£nglish nation have given them. Indeed they are grateful^ 
peaceable, and loyal, midst all their distress : and they re- 
peatedly say in their own language, '^ what a pity that the 
^^ great sea is' between us and the good people of England, 
^' affording relief when we can't shew them our gratitude." 



• ■^ - 

From the Vicar^ Churchwardens ^ and other Inhabitants 
of the Union of Crossmolina^ County of Mayo^ 

\Uh June J 1822. 

We find it impossible to express to you In adequate terms 
our gratitude for the relief which has been afforded by th^ 
Association for whom you act, to the poor suffering people, 
our fellow parishioners of the Union of Crossmolina. The 
communication of the simple fact, that between ten and oieven 
hundred starving families have been already supplied with a 
week's provisions, and two hundred families with a moderate 
portion of seed potatoes, chiefly through the bounty of the 
London Tavern Committee, will, we are sure, convey a 
purer delight to their and your benevolent hearts, than any 
praise we could utter. 



From Dr» Church, Listowel, County of Kerry ^ . 

nth June^ 1822. 

For this as well as all the other bounteous acts of your 
cpuutrymen, I beg to tender, in behalf of our poor suffering 
people, the warmest and most grateful thanks that the heart 
of man can pour forth. It must be grateful to the minds of 
su(:h men to hear of the good done by their benevolence and 
generosity. Thousands must have perished long since, had 
it not beep for the relief thus afforded them; the means of 
our own gentry having be^n exhausted, when, you so timely 
took up the cause of charity. 
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From the Lord Bishop of Limerick^ with the Resolution 
of the Committee for the relief of the Poor of the City 
of Limerick J ^hJune^ 1822. 

That their siacere and heartfelt thanks are due to the 
London Society for the relief of the suifermg poor of Ireland^ 
fbr their several donations to this city, bj which addition to 
their fands, the Committee has been enabled to undertake 
such measures for alleyiating the existing distress as haTe 
already pipved highly beneficial, and which further pecil- 
niary assistance would afford them the means of extending 
with the greatest benefit to the afflicted poor of this populous 
city. 



From Francis O'Beirne^ Esq. Drumsnay County of 

Leitrim, 9th July, 1822. 

I am directed to express the thanks of our Committee for 
the liberal and timely aid granted to them. I feel how 
feeble, how inadequate, any such expression must be : wrong- 
headed and unfortunate as my countrymen may often have 
been, they are not deficient in the virtue of gratitude ; the 
name of England must be for ever dear to them. 



From His Grace the Arehbishop cf Tuam, l^th July^ 

1822. 

I may say I never left that town (Galway) in high spirits 
and confident security until now, unless I am unexpectedly 
disappointed in the arrival of the provisions. It appears to 
me that all is and will in future be well. I am satisfied that 
the whole west of Galway is novv well supplied ; the Go- 
vernment have ordered the most extensive public works to 
be executed id all the distressed districts ; and I have had a 
long and most interesting interview with their Engineer, 
a very sensible, intelligent man, as he appeared to me, and 
he assures me, that the bulk of the populalion of Connamara 
will be immediately employed, and that many are already 
so. I have receif'ed also from various parts of that large 
district^ the most cheering letters. My gloomy letters (but 
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indeed strictly true ones, for I have neYer in the least ex- 
aggerated onr case), have reached the^ public prints, wsd { 
know h^ve excited much interest for pur sufferings among 
our good neighbours. I would hope that their generous, 
humane, considerate, persevering minds, may be relieved by 
this account. Before I left Galway I saw upwards of 2400 
men^ women, and children, receive one wholespme meal o( 
food, — ^bread and milk; these are mostly from Cannamara; 
but having heard that provision and employment were now 
at their own hom^s, many of tbem requested of me to sen4 
them back, giving them some little provision to feed them 
on their way, and I expect before the end of next week to 
freight a fleet of boats with a large body of them, and to 
leave these poor creatures safe at their doors. In respect 
to extensive employment, the same extensive works are car- 
rying on, as the engineer informs me, in Erris, and all the 
most distressed parts of the county of Mayo. 



From Sir Benjamin Bloomjitli^ Bart. Newport^ County 
- of Tipperary^ 16th July, 1822. 

I cannot adequately convey the grateful sense entertained 
by my brethren in the work of charity for the bounties 
already afforded to us ; neither can I in adequately emphatic 
language convey the fervour with which the poor offer up 
their prayers and thanksgivings. 



From O^Conor Don, Balanagar, County of Roscommon, 

nth July, 1822. 

I trust that my countrymen will ever retain a grateful 
recollection of the assistance that England so generously 
extenfded to them in the hour of their misfortune : and I 
cannot conclude without expressing the feelings of admira- 
tion and gratitude with which I am impressed at the liberality 
and magnificence of its contributions for the relief of tbi( ^ 
unfortunate country. 
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From the Rev. Michael Tohin^ P.P. Union ofArdmon^ 
County of fVaterford, Q2d July^ 1822. 

Your G)mmittee deserve the grateful acknowledgments,' 
attd liave the heartfelt thanks of the poor Irish. Never was 
relief more timely, or more necessary than yours to the poor 
of th{s parish ; the last farthing was nearly expended of what 
we were able to make up among ourselves, and the poor 
were obliged in many instances to go into the gardens and 
dig potatoes not half ripe, which, if used, may be produc- 
tive of disease. 



From the Most Rev. Dr. Oliver Kelly ^ R^C. Archbishop. 

of Tuam^ 26th July, 18?g. 

It is not in the power of language to convey an overstated 
idea of the mass of misery under which these wretched beings 
laboured, when the bounty and munificence of your Com- 
mittee first enabled me to visit them with relief. May the 
Almighty in his goodness reward those who gave me -the 
means of alleviating their miseries, and of preserving their 
lives. It is to me a source of additional consolation to be 
able to affirm, that they duly appreciate the interest that has 
been taken to extend relief ; they are truly grateful. Their 
English benefactors have made a grateful impression upoi^ 
their hearts, which I think will be transmitted to the latest 
posterity. 



From the Rev. George Spaighty Cavan^ 27th July^ 

1822. 

In the name of the distressed poor, I now return you an4 
your excellent Committee most sincere thanks for the readi- 
ness with which th^y attended to our application for pecu- 
niary aid on this as well as on a former occasion, and fof 
their very liberal grant of money; a grant which lays us 
under everlasting obligations to them. May the Almighty 
God evermore guide and protect them. May he pour dowii 
his richest blessings on them, and on that noble people who, 
commiserating our poverty and wretchedness, have with 
unexampled munificence endeavoured to remove famine and 
disease from our starving population. Surely the vast debt 
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of gratitude that Ireland owes to England, can never be 
p^d> neyercan we make a sufficient return for the zealous, 
the unremitting exertions which she has made in our behalf. 



From the Lord Bishop of Limerick^ Jult/^Qth^ 1822. 

I would express, if I were able, the feelings of gratitude 
which the continued generosity of your Committee excites 
in those who are thus, by your charitable boiTnty, made the 
agents in preserying the lives of their unfortunate country- 
men I believe that I may say that your bounty has be«n so 
effectual, that not a single life has been lost either in the city, 
or the liberties, out of a population of more than sixty thou-, 
sand. 



From Major-General Bourke^ Lmericky 1st Augmtj 

1822. 

The London Committee have in almost every case kindly 
aiiticipated their applications. They cannot, however, per- 
mit any further exercise of their benevolence towards th^ 
poor of this country than by the grant of the sum now speci- 
fied. 



From the same, 

ith August, 18^2. 

I am directed by this Committee to return you their 
grateful acknowledgments for your very liberal donation, 
and to inform you that it will more than meet the wants of 
the county. 



From theHev. Edwin Stocky Crosmolina, , County of 

Mayo, \st August, 1822, 

That with the utmost gratitude for past favours, we feel It 
quite unnecessary to trespass further on the liberality of the 
London Tavern Committee on behalf of the distressed poor 
of this district, because they are at present abundantly sup- 
plied with provisions by the Irish Government, and we have 
had repeated assurances from the best authority, that such 
supplies will be continued as long as they sliall be found 
necessary. 
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Resolutions of the High Sheriff and Grand J^^<ff 
the County of Clarej at the Summer Assizes^ 1823. 

That for the last three months this country has been 
placed bj the visitation of Providence^ in a situation of the 
deepest and most alarming interest. 

That a dearth of the chief article of subsistence haviag 
prevailed to an unparalleled extent, our resources vFfere in- 
sufficient, and vf e vFere awaiting in anxioas and almost hope- 
less solicitude, the desolation of our property, and the 
destruction of those who are entitled to look to us for sup- 
port. 

. That from these awful calamities we have been mainly 
rescued by the unbounded liberality of our British fellow 
subjects. 

That it is our most earnest wish, and that our most pleas* 
ing prospects are founded on the expectation, that the signal 
generosity which we have experienced.^ may call forth such a 
return of feeling as may still further strengthen tHe con- 
nection between the two countries, and give to the ties 
which BOW bind us to Great Britain the additional confir- 
mation of attachment and of gratitude. 

That the most sincere thanks are due, and that our Fore- 
man be requested to communicate to the London Tavern 
Committee, and other Comn^ttees, the deep sense which we 
feel of the benefits conferred upon us. 



From Stephen Gallwej/^ Esq. Killarnet/j County of 

Kerry J ith Augt4sty 1822. 

The Local Committee are unwilling to trespass further on 
the liberality and munificence of the London Comgiittee, now 
that the scenes of distress ajpd starvation which they have 
)iitherto daily witnessed^ are removed. 



% 

\ 
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From the Rev. Joseph Robert Wright^ Tullagk Giebe^ 
County of Corky 7th Augusty 1822. 

It gives me heartfelt pleasure to be able to communicate 
to the humane London Committee, and the charitable English 
public, the gratifying intelligence that their well-timed and 
continued liberality to the suffering poor of this neighbour- 
hood, has been attended with the most beneficial effects, and 
that thousands who must otherwise have perished pfema- 
furely, have, by their goodness, been rescued from inevitable 
destruction, and spared to offer up, I trust, constant prayers 
and thanksgivings to God for their kind benefactors* 



From the Right Hon. Lord Carbervy Baltimore^ 
County of Corky 8th Augusty 1822. 

. These two Committees unanimously agree^ and I entirely 
concur with them in the opinion, that any further assistance 
from your Committee to this country, as a means of relieving 
distress. from want of food, is not requisite. All apprehen* 
sioDS on that score might be almost said to be at an end this 
moment, and certainly will be completely removed in ano- 
ther fortnight ; and there rqmains in our hands ample funds 
to meet all deihands lip to that time. 



From the Rev. James O^Driscolly P. P. Kilmichaely 
County of Corky Sth Augusty 1822. 

I am confirmed in this impression by reflecting, that I 
address myself to Englishmen ; men who are all alive to the 
finest sympathies that ennoble human nature, and whose 
recent deeds of benevolence in the cause of suffering hu- 
manity in Ireland, have pre<!«minently surpassed any thing of 
the kind on record, and prevented thousands of Irishmen 
from falling victims to famine and disease; and I may add 
too, with equal truth, to the demoralising consequei^c^s 
growing out of idleness and want. 
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FrofnJ^eter Holmes, Esq. Nenagh, Countj/ of Tippc' 

rarj/y %th August, 1822. , 

I am suse it will be a source of satisfaction to the gene- 
rous individuals who have so nobly contributed to the relief 
of this couiitrj, to hear that in this instance at least tbeir 
liberality has produced the happiest effects, and that num- 
bers, who without that assistance would probably have 
perished, are now in a fair way of being able to support 
themselves, as the approaching harvest will give them full 
employment, and the last remittance will enable us to em- 
ploy them in the intervening time : by far the greater part 
of our fund has been paid at the rate of sixpence halfpenny 
a day to men, and fourpence to women and boys, and public 
works of permanent utility to the health and improvement 
of the town have been the result of their labours. 

I hope and trust that the conduct of the English nation 
to Ireland, in this season of calamity, has been such as to 
leave an indelible impression on the minds of a people who, 
whatever their faults may be, are not deficient in gratitude. 



From Thomas Moroni/ , Esq. Milltown HouseyCounly 

of Clare, 10th August^ 1822. 

I beg to inform your Committee that we have in this 
Barony (Ibrickaue) a sufficiency of provision and funds to 
make it unnecessary further to intrude on their munificence 
In this particular. 



From J. E. Strickland, Esq. Loughglyn, County oj 
Roscommon, 10th August, 1822. 

I cannot close this letter without expressing the satisfac* 
tion 1 feel in witnessing the benefit which has been derived 
to the . population from the beneficent exertions of the 
Government, of your Committee, and also of other charit* 
able societies. The people have been rescued from all the 
horrors of starvation and disease, and will, I trust, very soon 
be able to support themselves on the natural resources of 
their own harvests. I passed through a great part of the ' 
Barony yesterday, and had the happiness of remarking a 
pianifest improvement in the looks of the peasantry. 
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From Kean Mahotty, Esq. Cahersiveen, County of 
KeTTy, lOtk August, \%^2. 

Simply to thank your Committee for this additional proof 
of their splendid liberality bo frequently exercised towards 
ua, would he but poor, taut to give adequate expression to 
the oyerpowering feeling of deep and lasting gratitude with 
which I am indelibly impressed, would be impossible; 
minds, such as your Committee are composed of, require only 
to be assured, that in this Barony they have saved several 
hundred families from inevitable death b; famine, no in- 
stance of which, thank God, has occurred. We shall, I trust, 
have a sufficient fund to employ for a considerable time all 
those poor people who have been always hitherto obliged 
annually to migrate into the neighbouring counties about 
this period of the year, in search of that employment which 
they were unable to obtain at home, and thereby save their 
ftmilies from those extremes of want, which they are some- 
times subject to during the most bountiful seasons : disease 
has been checked by the late supply of nulritiouij food, and 
I have no hesitation in taking upon me to say that we are 
amply supplied with provisions for this season, with a cheer- 
ing prospect for the next. Your Committee has thus glo- 
riously terminated what it so nobly commenced- And that 
the God of mercies may shower upon, them and iheir high- 
minded countrymen, the brilliant rewards of a benevolence 
unparalleled even in England, is my sincere wish. 



At a Meeting of the Grand Jury of the County' of 
Galieay, at ike Summer Assizes, 1822. 

Resolved, — That we avail ourselves of this our first oppor- 
tunity to offer to the Committee of (he City of l^ndoii Tavern, 
and, through them, to the » hole British Empire, the expres- 
sion of. our most grateful acknowledgments for the timely 
and efficient aid afforded to the peasantry of this country, 
whereby, under Divine Providence, they have been rescued 
frop present famine and disease, and such measures under 
their guidance have been adopted, as afford io us, a well 
grounded hope that we shall not have to lament a recurr^ce 
to similar disaster. 
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From James Hickson^Esq. itenmare^ County of Kerry ^ 

Uth Aiigusty 1822. 

It .is the opinion of the Local Committee, that in coq^ 
sequence of the funds now placed in the hapds of the Irish 
Government by Parliament, and the relief expected to result 
from the application thereof,, the Committee do not feel 
disposed to trespass further on the benevolence of the Lon- 
don charitable Committee* 



From the Central Committee of the County of Kerry ^ 

15th Augusty 1822. 

Resolved, — That no further aid appears to be necessary 
for the district of Corkagwinny. 



From the Central Committee of the County of ClarCy 

IQth August^ 1822. 

In compliance with the directions contained in your letter 
of the 3d instant, covering several cases of applications for 
relief,, the same were laid before the last central Committee, 
and I am commanded to say, that the harvest having now set 
in with every prospect of plenty and abundance, it does not 
appear necessary to grant the relief so applied for. 



Resolutions of the Grand Jury of the City ofLimerickj 

IQth August^ 1822. 

Resolved unanimously, — That the most grateful thanks of 
the Grand Jury be and are hereby given to our benevolent 
fellow subjects of England, for their very liberal subscriptions 
in aid of the poor of Ireland. 
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That the thanks of the Grand Jury be and are herebj 
given to the London and other Committees, for the pecuniary 
and other relief whichthej have forwarded for the support 
of the poor of this district. 



From Walter Jotfce^ Esq. Foreman of the Grand Jury 
of the Town ofOalwai/y ISthAugusty 1832. 

It becomes mj duty as Foreman of the Grand Jury of this 
town to transmit to you, on the part of your Committee, the 
unanimous expression of our fervent and grateful acknow- 
ledgments for your noble and generous exertions to alleviate 
the awful calamity which, during the present season, has so 
generally and extensively pervaded this district. 

In conveying to you this manifestation of our feelings, I 
feel the proudest satisfaction in the persuasion, that the con« 
sequences of your benevolent interposition will continue to 
be deeply felt throughout this country, even long after the 
objects of it shall have ceased to exist. 

Prejudices have been softened, — new ties of union and 
concord have been cemented, — and Ireland, disclaiming all 
foreign relations, has learned to look to her natural protec- 
tors in the hour of her adversity. 



From Dominick Browne^ Esq. Foreman of the Grand 
Jury of the County of May o^ Summer Assizes^ 1822. 

Resolved, — That the most hearty thanks of the Grand 
Jury are due, and are hereby given, to the Committee of 
Relief of Irish Distress at the City of London Tavern, for 
their most humane, benevolent, and effectual efforts in arrest- 
ing the progress of distress in this county. 
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From the Rev. Michael Tobin, P. P. Union of.Atd- 
. more, County of JVaterford, 19th August^ 18?2. 

• . • • • « ...» 

I feel doubly grateful for this remittance^ because I con- 
tinued the poor men in employment in the expectation and 
hope that the Committee would grant my last request ; they 
have neither disappointed me nor the poor, and they hare oar 
joint blessings and prayers to the Father of the poor, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to pour down his choicest blessings on our 
generous benefactors. After reading your admonition yes- 
terday from the altar to the people, I endeavoured to point 
out to. them what a heavy debt of gratitude they owed* to 
their English fellow-subjects, and exhorted them to repay it 
in the only way in' their power, by offering their fervent 
prayers for their prosperity here and hereafter. 



From the Rev. Edward Dowling, Vastina' Gle^Cj 
Couritt/ of TVestmeathy 2lst August^ 18^. . 

The tr^ly generous and waim-hearted address of the 
benevolent British Committee, together with their proverbj|a) 
liberality and beneficence, shall not want publicity so' far as 
my humble' spheVe extends. Though, indeed the remotest 
bounds of this afflicted land are not ignorant of the kindness 
of their sister country, impressed, as they are, with a grateful 
remembrance of benefits conferred, however discord may 
sometimes pervade them. 



From the Rev. W. D. Hoare, dated Committee Room^ 
Limericky 2lst August, I822- 

. I now can safely say I do not think therie ever was af- 
forded to this city more timely aid than that received from 
your Committee, and in its consequences it has been' ptoduc-^ 
tive of the happiest effects. We have been enabled to 
cleanse very many habitations of the poor; We have made 
the ^streets and lanes leading to their wretched habitations 
easy of access ; we have improved all the avenues to 6bT 
city, by muking good path -ways ; we have prevented idle- 
ness and vice^ and under the blessings of Almighty Grod, by, 
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anAiipgiish beneioleace^ •bfiatad plagve 
ana tlfftonw^ fur nefer do I rraember lew ai tliis flenod of 
the 7^ ; aoyd tfau I aUrlbuie ffesttlj to the emplojmeak 
afforded to the poor, which caused them to be so much im 
the open air, instead of lounging, all the day in their mi- 
serable abodes. I hope I may be excused for these few 
remarks, whidi I make under a deep feeling ef personal 
obligation io your Coaimittee, for the good done to mj fel- 
low citrzens. 



From fheRev^ William Butlisr^ Kilsielj/, Count]/ of 

Clare, Sfid Jmgmti, 1822. 

In my endeavours to convey the Uyely feeling of gratitude 
entertained by my parishioners and self, for this humane and 
liberal donation; (f€fel< that any assurance I am: capable of 
expressing^ fa)J& very short indeed. 

The friendly and pathetic address which accompanied the 
money, did not pass unnoticed. The truly beneinolent spirit 
which it breathes, coupled with the exertions of your Com- 
mittee and all our English friends, . have made such • impres- 
sions on the hearts of a people possessing as much, tender 
susceptibility as any other nation in the world*,^ as can n6V6r 
Be removed ffaom titeir minds. 



From Berry Norris, Esq. and the JLocai Commitiee of 
MoUM, County ofLeikHm, Aug. 22; 1829. 

We esvpKBSt* our fullest conviction, that were it net* ibv 
thataMififttanoe, and the promptdei^ with wdiitth it^ was ^ven^ 
MveMi Hundred pevsotirin thi»>exten9tve'and>p6pulbultpsiMt 
alone, must have. died of starvation; for notwithstMMdiBg 
tHrnmi ev^ry individuals whose' cii>cum8tance«{ jtt9tlified« an 
afiplbfitimi to th^mfbraflslMtK)^ most iHllltigiji contributed 
lo-<W'futidV y«t' the gatieriAly prevaillug distress had: if 
eitectaidly tfut off thef re^i^nrees'. of those dependant on>a|riii«. 
eliitlir^ tliat their con«ril»utloiis'i0fek^ necessarily^^ IknS^sd^ 
and were it not for the* vemiHteioea- fimii your. GoooMniti- 
tee, our Local 0>mmittee would have been compelled to 
retire from their duty in despair. 

M 
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Ihave no doubt your Committee will hear with heart-felt 
saiisfactioD, that their exertions have relieyed in this paiish 
alone, between nine and ten thousand indiTidaals. 



From the Right Rev. Dr. Mc. NichdlaSj R. C. Bishop 
ofAchonry^ County of Sligo,23d Aug. IS^.. 

This country owes an eternal debt of gratitude to England, 
whose prompt and noble generosity rescued our peasantry 
from the horrors, of famine and .pestilence. May Providence 
always enable the humane and liberal English nation to con- 
tinue th^ benefactors of mankind. 



t 

t t 



Address of the Inhabitants of the West Headford Dis" 
frict, to the Xjondon Committee^ transmitted by R. J. 

' Mansergh St. George^ Esq. (Chairman at the Meet- 
ing) 97th Aug. 1822. 

' ' .' . ■» 

f We, the inhabitants of the Western District of the Union 
of Headford, in the county of Galway^ lately oppressed by 
the miseries of famine, but now, through your assista^cSe^ 
restored to plenty and comfort, press earnestly forWiU^ t^ 
offer you our most sincere and heartfelt thanks. 

We are aware of our inability to give ezpreii^Mt to the 
warm feelings of our hearts, but to remaiii silent on.such an 
bccasion is impossible. *> 

In this small district, ne&rly .4000 of us werelii a state of 
absolute starvation, looking forward to an abundant harvest, 
which, through the blessing of Divine Providence, was in 
prospect, but of which we could not have lived to partake, 
withoot the ready and effectual aid of youj oar brethrenand 
|[)enefactors« 

We have received your friendly and benevolent, addressj 
the, sentiments whereof, have made a deep and lasting' im- 
pression on our minds, and we pray the Almighty Disposer 
of all things, to assist us in profiting by your advice and ex- 
almple, and to keep alive in our hearts the grateful rentem- 
hnmce of your charitable exertions. ,..;,' 
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• SHgo TWn and Union Relief Committee Ro<m^ 

90lh August^ 1822. 

Reso^^ed^ — ^That this Cominittee respectfully present to 
Messrs. Hyett and Brearly, agents to the London Cominittee, 
their Tery cordial thanks for their attendance this day, and 
*for the valuable information they have communicatied ;\the 
Committee also be|( leave to express iO those Gentlemien the 
deep sense of obligation they entertain of the benevolent 
regard paid to the necessities of the poor in this town and 
union by the Ix>ndon Tavern Committee, and the admiration 
and gratitudjB they cherish for the unbounded liberality of 
the British nation towards this country g^nerally^ in th(^^ dis- 
tresses with which she has been recently visited. 



Ai a Meet^fis: of the Central Committee of the Cowfdy 
. of Cork, 29th August, 1822, 

, /Wills. Geoeoe Crofts, Esq. High Sheriff, in. the Chair. 

* 

Resolved,— That impressed with the deepest gratitude 
towards the members of the London Tavern Committee, for 
.the sympathy they have t^ken in the sufferings of our pea- 
santry, our heartfelt thanks are due, and are hereby given, to 
.them for their devotiop to the cause. in which they have been 
engaged, and for the affectipnate zeal and unceasing solM- 
.tude.tjiey have evinced for the improvement of the condition 
of the lower classes la this county. 



I . 



, Address of the Grand Jury of the County of Kerry, 

2d September, 1822. 

. The High Sheriff and Grand Jury of the County of Kerry, 
at the Summer Assizes, i832, impressed with the deepest 
•and most grateful sense of the magnificent liberality and 
-beneficence of their ^fellow subjects of Great Britain, ^nd 
•the various associations formed <for the> relief of the- suffer- 
ing population of Ireland, take this opportunity of inaking 
public the indelible impression which such high-minded 
generosity has produced, aiid upon the part of their almost 

M 2 * 
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faipished, but now nearly relieved people, to retam their 
most unfeigned thaoks ; cberishing at the safne time the hope 
that the munificence thu9 elxerted will not fail of completing 
that perfect cordiality, and union of sentiment and interest, 
l^tween the sister islands, so necessary to their mutual 
'peace, so essential to their mutual prosperity. 

That the Secretary of the Central Committee be req^nest^^ 
to transmit these resolutions to the different societies vfhf> 
^T^ mad6 silch splendid contributioi^s, and that the^ 1^ 
pripted in the Couricr| Tatript, and Kerry news(>apers^ for 
one'|N>st» 



A^ a Meeting of the Central Committee of the Courdy 

ofJueitrimy at Carrick on Shannon, 

2nd September, 1822. 

The Central Committee of the County of LjBitrim, avails 
ttself of the opportunity afforded by your yisit to express te 
high sense they entertain of the generous interposition of the 
English people^ and of the important benefits deriTed to tUs 
country from the inde&tigable exertions of the London 
Tavern Committee. ' 

Bo pleased to assure your Committee, that they do not 
receive their only reward in the gratitude of Irishmen : their 
efforts haTe been, also attended with great political advan- 
tages; the magnanimous inteitest taken by 'England in the 
fote ol theii^^fellow subjects^ and the a.tdent sympiAthy manl- . 
fested fin' their distress, #hicli could alone have led to Mich 
great and generous sacrifices, have achieTed more than ceof- 
turies of connexion, in securing their attachment, aad which 
we trust, will form an indissoluble bond of union, and 
continue an everlasting source of strength to the British 
Empire.. 

In cimclttding our labours, It Is a gratifyiiig duty to renew 
the tribute of our heartfelt ackaowledgments to your valu- 
able Committee, by whose exertions^ under Providence, i 
great portion of our countrymen has been preserved ; and 
W^ fondly indidge the hope that the temporary connexioa we 
have Biaintained with your Committee, will be the founda»> 
Hon of continued national attachmcHil, and the commenoe- 
ineBt off an avspiciotts era, for this hitherto unfortmaate 
country* 



or Bnitita mIiIsf.. . Itl 



OmtHlttee Ji^afn^ Cduid^ 0/Sl{^, 9ih Sept. ItfgS. 

Resolved, — That the members of this Committee feel 
isalted upon to f&tip^tetk jHibKcly tlveir deep setiie kit gttiStaie 
towards the London Tatem Cottmlttee) and the other be- 
nevolent Committees which have so mmiificentlj and so 
promptly direeted the stream of their boodty to otir late 
'^afflicted distric^^—therefoy becoming the happy ittstiheitlieiiik 
-vhder Providence^ iyf averting from out l^d all the hofrOft 
of famine and disease* 



Central Commitee Itoom, Cdstlebar^ County of May o^ 

1th September^ 1$33. 

itesolved, — That to the people of Great Britun we feel 
bound by a new tie of , affection. and gratitude. They no 
sooiler heard of the sufferings of our peasantry, than they 
came forward simultaneously in every part of the coontry, 
and poured in their eontributions io that benevolent society, 
wliicii first united itself in tl^e metropolis. 

The most grateful tribute we ci^n pay to the City of Lon- 
doh Tavern Comkmtt^e^ is, to shew the e£Bic^ey of their 
exertions; and we have the most l^eartfelt satisfaction in 
siatiiag, that, by the astonisihing rapidity vwith which they 
transmitted the iheans of relief to every place where distress 
had manifested ittelf, the lives of tbousandii have been pre- 
served, whom a delay of a. few days ifonld have coniijgued te 
the grave, 



JSjitract of a Leii^^ from Thdnun Spmc^ Lin^i^y 
Esq. accompanying the foregoing Resolutions. 

« Ihafd^mtiidh satisi^t^dtt iti U^eiiag ftble t6 is9iife ;fdii, 
tliat thill feelhiit id not ddhftiled to the iheMbers 6f ih^ U«im 
tisl Cditnnitte« aloiie^ btit Is etitertaiicfd iii ill highMit^aM^ 
Ibrf the vth^to'popnlaticin of thHt boiiaty.^ 



^f^y*;*'^ ii » I* 
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jUn Meeting cf the lAWghrea Local ChmmiUeei, 

12th September, 1822, 

• • ■ • ' ■ • • 
Wy. M. fi0KKiy£;8q. High Sheriff of the GeiiQt J of ^i^Wftj, 

io the Chair. 

• . . . • )- -. . . 

The comipg in of a plentiful harvest has delirered our 
dbtressed peasantry from the sad necessity of depending on 
others for their daily bread, and has freed tis from the obli* 
gations we undertook of supplying it. We have the satislactioB 
to find, that we can now leave them to their own exertions, 
so improved in looks and strength,, that many have reason to 
say, it was good for us to be afflicted. 

The ^ubscriptipps raised by the British Public for our de- 
ll veraiice, were commensurate to the benevolence of the 
high-minded people whom yod so wotthily represented. 
AVe thank you for the share you were pleased to allot to the 
district under our charge. Your bounty was liberal;^ ^ and 
cathe to us doubly enhanced by the kindness of taaqner, fte 
aflbctionate and excellepi ad vice j with which it wiss acopni- 
panied. " ' . 

Finally, respected friends, we thank you that yott have 
perfected your labours without being weary of Well doing; 
you have lent largely to the Lord, may He reward jou 
plenteously. Your's is indeed a favoured nation ; Pit>Ti- 
deiice has exalted you into a great and good people^ the 
mighty are not exempted 'from your power.' the ^ost' forlorn 
are^ protected by your care. May the Spirit of Grace in? 
spire you so to use those blessinj^s,' as to nierit thf ir continu? 
anee. Farewell, may God for ev^r bless you. ' 



f torn the RefOi Wm. Ur^ieky SUgOy 28/* Sept. 1822. ' 

Numerous advantages have already resulted to this land 
froin the labours of yoprr Committee, beyond :the supply of 
temporafy extreme neoes^i^. Political, and even religio^ 
prejudices, haye been §of^^ned, and a union has been, ; we 
trust, established betweeu^^e two k,ingdoms, which, nothing, 
but munificent f^harity on the one part, and deep-felt grati- 
tude o|i the other, could produce. 
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From^J*JE> Strickland^ Eiq. Loughgiyny CbwUt/ of 
iloscammon^ I6th September ^ IS'SS. 

I'Omliot close this, letter without giving Tent to the feel- 
ings of satisfaetion and happiness with which I have wit- 
nessed the almost litii^ciilous delivery of the- inhabitants lof 
this district from the horrora of famine and pestilence.' In 
the month of May last, I saw this whole population bearing 
every mark of hunger in their debilitated frames. I knew 
that the means of subsistence did not exist in the country,* 
and I did not conceive it possible that relief could be ad- 
ministered either in time or in quantity, sufficient to save 
numbers from perishing ; but I have now the happiness of 
seeing th^se veryr people in the full vigour of strength, and 
without, to my knowledge^ the loss of ofie single life from 
want of food. The promptitude with which the people of 
England. answered the call of charity, and the celerity with 
which your Committee organised the distribution of the 
funds to the most distant points, were truly .wonderful, 
Tbe'se funds were .the first which reached this part of the 
country ; and my firm belief is, that that first^distdbntioo did- 
save many lives. 



At a Meeting of the Nobility y Clergy^ and Freeholders 
of the County of Kerry ^ 22d October ^ 1822, 

The High Sherifif presiding. 

Resolved, — ^That the gratefnl thanks of the County of 
Kerry, assembled pursuant to requisition by the High Sheriff, 
be returned to our illustrious fellow-subjects of Great Britain, 
who, in the late calamitous sufferings of the south and west 
of Ireland, promptly pressed forward, and with splendid and 
unparalleled munificence saved our famishing peasantry 
from imminent and inevitable destruction. 

Resolved, — That the grateful thanks of this County be 
returned specially to the benevolent Chairman of the Lon- 
don Tavern Association, John Smith, Esq. M.P. who, with 
his generous associates, through the whole season of Irish 
calamity, devoted, with unconquerable perseverance, the 
labours of his mind and body to this noble work of mercy, 
and by his wisdom and energy eminently contributed to the 
judicious and successful appropriiitioa of British benevolence* 



']8i 6RAT£FV|i ACliOWX»ei>GIICNTS, &C. 



Frsm Kxm Maliamf^ Esq. Culmrthe^ Qmaljf <of 
KtTTj/^ Vjtik Movembcr, 1828. 

I also look forward with a degnee of oonfidenea wUdi I 
oeT^r befoBe felt^ tbat the day is nol distant) whaR ^k mf« 
4ii:tad peasantry of Ireland ^\\\ U^Vj and wdferadly w^ 
knowledge) that ia thci hour •£ their sorrow aod tbtir need, 
^ne spcmtaneous and tinexamiiied act of British §^e»erosity 
had dope more for their permaoent imf roveaieat and con- 
fort, thao centttfias of British legislation haye ever effected. 



from ibe Right Hon. Lord Wderpark^ Cahitp Couniy 
^ Tipperarj/^ ISth May^ ISSS. 

I h^f^ laave to send an account of the ^50 laid out at 
Tahrid» a»d I hope it will prote satisfactory. 

I assure yoit the good it did to the poor was Yery grett, 
and th^y were most gratefal. The advantage to tiiapublie 
1^19 a1^ been highly beneficial. 



ADDRESSES 



TO 



THE PEASANTRY. 



Address Jirom the Committee of the British Subscription^ 
to the Peasantry in the distressed districts in Ireland. 

Brethren, 

The time is fast approaching when our rappliet 
will cease, when we of this Committee mast retire from the 
satisfaction of assisting you; and when, as we trusty the 
extraordinary distress, which alone could justify our falter- 
ferenccf, will have been alleTiated. 

We feel it to be, though almost the last, yet not the least 
act of kindness towards you, to apprize you a little before* 
band of the approach of this perioa ; and to conjure you, if 
our adyice can have any weight, or our affectionate entreaties 
any influence, to cultivate that spirit of industry which can 
best guard you against continued want or occasional distress; 
together with that spirit of order and good conduct, which 
will in?ite new means of employment among you, will in^ 
crease vour comforts and your resources, and (what we are 
persuaded will be a motive with your generous minds) will 
best reward the exertions of your friends. 

We will not attempt to tell you how your distresses have 
been felt in this country ! how readily the British Public^ 
and many individuals in embarrassment th^piyelves, have 
flown to assist ihem ! But we may be permitted to assure 
you, that not the most suffering family or individual in any 
dlistrict has felt greater con9olation in the relief afferded, 
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ihva y<m hare yourseWes giren to us^ as often as we btTe 
heard of any of you preserTed and comforted by our assist- 
ance. 

May God preserre and cherish you, — ^may he gire yon 
the fruits of the earth and every other blessing in abaodance, 
and may we your brethren and fellow-subjeftts rejoice with 
you in all your welfare, as we have sympathised in your 
distress. 

For ihe Committee, 



JOHN SMITH, Chainnao. 



Cnfjp of London Tavern^ 
August 9th, 1822. 



Second Address. 

Brethren, 

The time is arrived when we must once more 
address you, and most inform you of the actual Close of our 
Sabscriptiob, for the approach of which. we aM)eavlM|ireil t(^ 
prepare you. 

No Funds now remain at our disposal ; and we intreat 
you for your own sakes, and for ours, not to deceive your- 
selves with the expectation of further supplies which cannot 
be sent, nor to wound us with representations. of want, 
which we should only have to lament our incapacity to 
relieve. 

The understanding and the feelings with which it has 
pleased God to bless you as a people, enable you to receive 
with advantage explanations always . due to distress, and 
peculiarly so, when they may tend to afford any satisfaction. 

The funds confided ta u^ by a liberal and benevolent sub- 
scription, were raised to relieve a pressing and extraordinary 
distress — to avert Famine and s^ll its sad attendants-r~and.to 
restore you to your accustomed health and strength, and 
habits of life. To aim at great improvements was beyopd 
OH^ reach ; but it tvas our duty, for your sake, to take care 
that as far as possible, relief should come to you through the 
medium of your own industry. After every call of distress 
has been by this Committee,' diligently, and in due propor- 
tion to othe;* sources of assistance, *attended to, a sum has 
Remained in tJfur hand : — that sum we have determined to 
assign, to objectsv either immediately incident to the late 
di&tress, or most likely (in as mucl^ ^s reviving or creating 
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sonrcei of employment can effect that purpose) in some 
de^^ree to. pv^ent. joinr afaia^ exp^riencipg ibes^nne suflSer* 
lng$. Tfjniccess should Jollow. t|iese efforts^ aided by your 
own exerddns, the pix>daceof your hidustry would increase 
your comforts, and would afford a resource, whenerer any 
disappointment in your own cultiTation, or partial scarcity jn 
your country, should again occur. 

With this view, we haye ^inxiously weighed every roodei 
of making the money in pur hands .subservient to. the most 
pressing of your actual wants, and.to your future welfare. We 
have selected the objects which haye appeared most heuft- 
ficial ; and they have not been adopted without the conciu> 
rent and urgent recommendatioaoC all your best friends, jai^d 
our mosjt respected advisers. 

Such are the princijiles on wliich we hare endeayoui^ed iq 
conduct and conclude the business confided to us. But one 
sentiments towards , yon, our wishes for your happiness.as 
brethren and felloWf^subjects, do not terminate with the 
conclusion of our trust. If you have interested the.. British 
people . l^y your, late severe distress, you have likewise en* 
deared y4>urselves to them by your conduct under it,--^bj 
yoqr thankfulness to God for every measure of relief; by 
your reception of our endeavours to assist you ; and by the 
many, acts of goo4^®^>i^g cmd virtue which your distresses 
have . called forth. And now comes our last word, apd our 
bieat wish.. Pare well. May your welfare be increased by 
industry, hy instruction, and virtuous habits. May your 
genuine character of kindness, loyalty, and fortitude, con* 
tinue to make you respected and beloved by your feiloir 
fuhjects, and may Go4 bless you» 



For the Comifatttee, 

J[OHN SMITH, Chairman^ 



CHy oj London Tavismy 
Jitgust 3Ut^ 18^9. 



•> 

Td the I^Htintry of Ihdii pdm df IriMid U ^ Aftll it 
ikatf ht possible to send tomts tmditt kip^Uss ^ 
Clothing. 

The London CoitimHtl^ Ibr thktiflgltii^ ffib Sttft^ 
sciipti6A ttHicl^ for ybut titdsifta^cfe, bare atxC^ m^tk ^etA^ 
«o )ftM[dV*^fts yoii, in ejcplsnktibti of a cbptribtttJdtt bf CU][tii!d| 

Ae)^ halh^ ftol the f!i<^aii6 of ^nUfgiiig lo tbb eit^rit of ]^W 

/ThtB bi^MVoIiehce of many re&)>«t;tabli6 Ladtes in Ei^^l 
anticipated the distress and ill li^^lth wMcb th^' Wli^ 
fiiight occa^km t6 maiiy perMs who Were be^ft df UUtfost 
l!V«ry atticld of n^cessa^ tldthib]^, t>t Who hM h6^i U 
Me Mt ftliclh iiHicles as Were 111 all pf<>babil2tf sim&jt 
tetbtbd With the Ihfection of feter ; &bd thi^ CdiamltuS 
tlHHl|ht this View taken 6f yont* probable Wants ii!i t&U ¥^pt^ 
80 jtttt, dud thfe necessitt of afiordinff sdhie rfeltet ^ -^-^-"^ 
lliat Chey hate approprmted k coi^tderable 6t^tA tft i , 
iHc^ df thii^ atft^tnpt to assist yo)], W^Il aiM« tllMt inrili| 
tiw late eiLtraordinary pressure' rio indu$tt'y i^oiitd hkVb U]K 
tuaiiy amdflg you provided wUh the Clbthlh|( wbl^h #tt 
M^ntfal to health. Thb ereatest pairt of the ^niA ^ti if^ 
{iHated is to be expended in Ireland, that it hiay prbchieti 
the donblii advantage 6f ^iffbVdtkig aid td thoSe wh6 makiofke- 
tM« and prepare the Clothing) as well ^ eonifori: to thdii 
who are to receire It; whilst a portion is to, be Ikid ooi III 
Great Britain, from whence it can be distributed so as in 
afford the best and earliest relief in the distiKcts in which it 
would be difficult to find the means of encouraging or 
establishing, in time, any manufacture. 

The Committee nope to be able to extend some small 
portion of this assistance to numbers considerable in them>« 
sehes, but probably not exceeding one in fifty of the ntiim* 
her who hare participated in the late relief. 

They appeal to your good sense and good feelings not to 
let this limited aid be a source of discontent because it can 
go no further. Who among you would wish that great num- 
bers should unnecessarily remain without assistance because 
it is impossible that the relief should reach himself ? What 
Irish breast wil^ not rejoice, rather than repine, that a neigh- 
bour's sufferings are mitigated, whether his are so or not ? 

The distribution will likewise be a subject which will 
require all your generyslly and candour to interpret fairly. 
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It must in its nature be very limited. It will be administered 
by those yaluable friends, both of yours and ours, who ha?e 
hitherto assisted us both. 

The fixed principle of this Committee, adopted for your 
sakes, has been to encourage industry among you, feeling a 
couTiction that without industry neither individual happiness 
nor national prosperity can exist. The distribution of Clo- 
thing will therefore be gpVehied \^ 'U^s principle : relief 
will be given as far as possible through the medium of your 
own industry; gratuitous aid being confined to extreme 
cases of the most urgent distress*. 

We write this in order to anticipate disappointment, and 
to save you the pain of a murmur,^ wh|ch by explanation we 
tnay hope to prevent* The task of dislriboting limited aids 
to extensive wants, is one both of anxiety and pain ; in some 
respects it has been rendered ' less so by your character as a 
people, and by the confidence with which we can address 
bo£ your intelligence and your feelings : we entreat you to 
use .both on our. behalf in interpreting this last testimony of 
^W regard* We e^^pect every thing from your kindness and 
generosity towards each other; and we venture to ask of 
you for ourselves, that instead of letting our limited aids hp 
m source of jealousy or discontent, you will turn them into 
JMi oecasion of shewing sentiments worthy of. yourselves, and 
most gratifying to those who wish to love and reject you* 



For the Committee, 



i^iig tf hondon Taoemj 
Sqfiember iSf^. 



■iHv 



JOHN SMITH. 



« 



i ■ ■ ... * 



APPLICATION 



OFTSE 



SURPLUS Fums. 



.:- t. 



At a ibreneral Meeting of the Committee specially saipmclDed 
to consider of the pnnciple and mode of app)jing,.the 
bala^^ remaining in their h^oidsy . , 

JOHN SMITH, Esq. M.P. in the Chair, 

ILesol?ed,-/ 

That the sum of J^5000. be granted for the aflflist- 
ance of the industrious poor engaged in the Fisheries of 
Ireland, within the districts recently afflicted by the distress 
of scarcity. 

That an additional sum of £5000 be applied in aid of the 
general contribution of necessary and useful Clothing, for 
the indigent poor of those districts. 

That the sum of £2000 be allotted for the relief of some 
extraordinary cases of distress in those particular districts. 

That the sum of £5000 be granted in aid of the funds of 
the Mansion House Committee of Dublin, to be applied to 
the promotion of industry, in the distressed districts of the 
South and West of Ireland. 

That the sum of £3000 be granted to ^< The London 
Society, for improving the Condition of the Poor in Ireland," 
and to the '^ British and Irish Ladies Association for the 
purpose of promoting the Industry and welfare of the female 
Poor of Ireland." That this sum of £3000 be Testdd in 
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the Chainnao, and*the Right Hon. J. C. VillleTS, for the 
purpose of carrying this resolution into effect. 

' That the sum &( £40fiOO be appropriated to encdnrage 
and assist the employment of the poor of the distressed pro- 
vinces of Ireland, in the manufacture of Flax and Wool^ 
and in the purchase of the materials, and machinery neees^ 
sary for that purpose. 

That letters be written to the Ch;iiiinan of the< several 
central Committees, and to his Grace the Archbishop of 
Tuam, requesting to be informed what sum remitted from 
us, remains in their hands nnexpeiided. 

That the cordial thanks of the Committee be given to the 
Chairman (John Smith, Esq. M.P.), for his valuable ser- 
vices, and for every part of his conduct in the administration 
of the is^i^rtant trust confided to the Committee. 

That the thanks of the Committee be given to the firin of 
Smith, Payne & Smiths, not only for the great trouble which 
they have allowed to be given to their House,: but also for 
their liberal and benevolent conduct (at a period when the 
urgent demands upon the Committee appeared to exceed 
the subscription,) in the offer to make the advances required, 
free of any interest 



U. ^ 



September ithy 1822. 

At. a Special Meeting of the Committee convened this day 
for the purpose of considering the plans to be; adopted in 
^.carcyii^ into effect the Resolutions of the 29th ultimo* 

JOHN SMITH, Esq.' M.P. inthfrCJ^air, 

Resolved,: . .; . 

■ * That the Commissioners of Fisheries be infolded 
that the ^5000 voted on the 29th ult. is <o be appropriated 
• strictly and exclusively for the assistance of the Poor- Fisher- 
Inen*, on the coast of the distressed districts, and- that -the 
Commissioners be requested, as. far as is possible, to apply 
this grant in a fair proportion in the way of loans, repayable, 
80 as to make this money repioductive,' and annual]^ appli- 
cable in the maimer above <JbGfcribed. 
• That any surplus vi^hich may romain itf our handa^ after the 
present appropriation of our funds, be applied to, the same 
purposes with the J^40,0db voted on the 29th ultimo. 
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That the priocipk oa which the grant of ^40,000 f«rtht 
encouragement of the maaufactare of Fkuc and Wool be ap- 
propriated| shall be by Loans repayable witii mterestj^so a^.to ' 
make these fonds reproductiTe^ and annually applicable loir 
the promotion of this branch of industry among the PeasaAtiy , 
of Ireland* 

That a Sub-Committee be appointed to enquire into Ac^ 
most advisable mode of appropriating the sum granted for 
the encouragement of the Linen manufacture, in reference 
to the districts intended to be included in the distribntiony 
as well as to the measure of relief to be afforded. 



13th September^ 18^2.; 
Resolred^ 

That tbe following Counties be incloded ia out 

Spropriation ;. Cork, Clare, Kerry, Galway, Mayo, Limerick,. 
Hconunon, Sligo, Tipperary, and Leitrim, and that th^^ 
principle of appropriation adopted be. the folLowin^. ThQ> 
total sum. to be employed for the encouragement of the.proh 
duction and manufacture of Flax and Wool, be diTidied' ia^ 
the following manner, taldng as the basis of the proportion 
the grants already made, added to the population, but only 
adding one half of the population of the county of Cork, and 
one third of the population of Tipperary, where the distress 
appears to have been more partial, deducting from the mari- 
time counties of Sligo, Mayo, Galway, Clare, Kerry, and 
Cork, the proportion of the grant of £^5000 made for the 
Fisheries, and chalking the respective counties wl^ the 
sums remaining unexpended in the hands of their Cental 
Committees and Trustees. 

That the £5000 yoted to the Board of Fisheries be appro- 
priated in the same proportion for the maritime counties of 
Cork, Kerry, Mayo, Galway, Clare, and Sligo; .and: thali 
^is resolution be communicated to the Commissi0ners. 

That the sum of £5000 be remitted to the Tinsfeeea iH 
Dublin to whom^the balance remaining, in the hand3 of ttm 
ItfanaiAn House Gommittee.has been transfercad^ requealtei 
^at the money may be appropriated amongst Uie se9»fil 
counties lately distressed hereinafter named^ vi^* CJare^ 
Coi^,. Kerry, Galway, Mayo, Limerick, Roscomioan^ ^\g9$ 
Tipperary,' and Leitrim». with an exiaract oCft Letter ikMl 
Stir Jobn,Newpoi!t, which isisubmittedto their:coii9ifiei^bw* 
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October iihy 1880. 
Resolred^ 

.That in cases of a special nature, it may h% 
expedient to add to the nomber of Trustees (liot exceeding 
thirteen in the whole) for the distressed counties pf the 
Sottth and West of Ireland. 



October 10th, 1822- 
Resohed, 

That of £40,000 granted for the encouragement 
of the growth of Flax and the manufacture of Linen and 
Wool, the several sums hereinafter mentioned .be allotted 
for each of the ten distressed Counties of the South and 
West of Ireland, in addition to the balances remaining in 
the hands of ]their Central and other Committees respec- 

For Clare £3000 

Cork 5500 

Galwaj 6000 

Kerry 4000 

Leitrim ,..»., 2Q00 

Limerick 5300 

Mayo .... 4500 

Koscommon . . . 4000 

Sligo ........ 3200 

Tipperary 2500 

£40,000 

And that the Trastees of each county be informed, that they 
are at liberty to draw for the respectiTO snms voted to them 
whenever they shall have met and formed themselves into a 
body for the purpose of the Trust. 



16th April, 182S. 
Resolved, 

« . That the -sums remitted to the Committee by the 

generous and benevolent contributions of our fellow subjects 
in^ the East Indies far exceeding the amount calculated on 
when our final appropriation was decided, the said sums are 
not to be considered as included in the appropriation of the 
surplus voted. on the 4th September last. 



w 
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That the further sum of £5000 be hereby voted to the 
British and Irish Ladies Society for promoting the industry 
and welfare of the Peasantry of Ireland, with a reomi- 
mendation that it should be expended in aid, and not in' 
substitution for local efforts and contributions, and that they 
be requested to report annually to the Board of Directors. 



25th Aprils 1823. 
ResoWed, 

That the further sum of £^bQO be granted to 
the Society for improTing the condition and increasing the 
comforts of the Irish" Peasantry. 

That the whole amount of Special Grants to be made from 
this date shall not exceed ^1000. 

That, in the administration of the Special Grants which 
may, under the present circumstances, be made, our corre- 
spondents be specially requested to avoid any gratuitous 
relief, as such mode of relief is considered by this Com- 
mittee as likely to interfere with the principles on which it 
is proposed to enable the Peasantry of Ireland to acquire 
the means of assisting themselves. 
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. From Henry Townsendj Esf. Irish fishery Office^ 

Duhliuy 4ilh Juney 1822. 

■ I am directed by the Commissionei^ of the Irish Fisherie^t, 
to sabintt for the consideratioti of the Conimtttee of Sub* 
scribers to the London Fand^ some suggestions relative to 
the employment of the peasantry in the distressed districts in 
the south and west of Ireland^ as the medium of distributing 
amongst them the funds at the disposal of the Committee. 

The Commissioners have placed in their hands an annual 
fund of «e£5000 for the encouragement of the coast fisheries 
j&i Ireland. This fund they conceived, on the most careful 
examination of the subject, could not be better expended to 
promote the object for which it was designed, than in build- 
'ifig piers for the protection of fishing boats, of which they 
found a lamentable want at the different fishing stations 
round the coast. They accordingly employed an able engi- 
neer to survey the entire coast, to point out the most eligible 
stations for such works, and to famish the necessary plans 
and estimates. A considerable portion of this survey is now 
completed, and some of the works commenced. As soon as 
the Commissioners learned the distressed state of the southern 
and western coasts, they sn^elnded their operations in every 
other quarter, with a view to direct all their funds and efforts 
to set on foot there,' without delay, as many of these works 
•M possible, in aid of the benevolent exertions making to re- 
.^Keve the sufferers through the means of employment. 

N 2 
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The CommissioDers originally, on account of the soialiaeM 
of their funds, and to render as dififasiye as possiblie the bene* 
fits of their application, deemed it advisable to require that 
the persons locally interested, should in all cases contribute 
half the expense either in money or labour* This principle . 
has on the present emergency retarded the views of the Com* 
missioners, and induced them to make an application to 
Government, which they hope will be successful, and by 
obviating this impediment, enable them at once to put great 
numbers into active employment. 

Among the many modes of applying their funds that may 
be suggested to the Committee, the Commissioners direct me 
to state, that it appears to thepa, none can be deserving of 
more serious attention than the opening of roads from these 
several fishing stations into the interior of the country. Be* 
sides the urgent object of present employment, such a mea* 
sure would throw open a permanent and inexhaustible supply 
of food for the poor in future seasons of scarcity, by facili* 
tating the transport of fish into the interior. It would extend 
a vast field for the industry of the poor people, by encrea^ng 
the demand for fish. On the coast of Irekuid large qoan* 
titiesof the finest fish are frequently thrown to manure the 
land, for the want of encouragement to cure it* • Tlie Com- 
missioners need not point out to the Conmiittee, that .iheat 
reads- would equally benefit every other branch of indiutcy 
and commerce. Should they be undertaken, they wouM 
carry present relief into the interior of the country, whik 
the coast was deriving relief from the funds belonging to the 
Commissioners. 

The Commissioners desire me further to state, that in the 
event of the Committee desiring to act on their sjiggestion, 
they will be ready to giv^ every assistance in their power to 
^the benevolent objects of the subscribers ; they will be ready 
to furnish the Committee with plans and estimates from their 
engineer, free of expense $ that any money appropriated in 
this way by the Committee should be wholly expended in 
manual labour. They will also be ready to give -any super* 
'intendance that may be deemed useful on their part, and 
that of their ofiicers, both in the design and execution of the 
works; by which the Committee may have the benefit^ of 
the system acted on by the Commissioners, to secure the 
^proper execution of the works they Undertake, and the due 
application of their funds. 

Should! the Committee determine to undertake any work 
of greater magnitude than the short lines of road, in the con- 
templation of the Commissioners, they will be equally ready, 



KSPORTf ON THE FlSHERlM. 197 

should sach undertaking connect directly or indirectly 'with 
the ohjects under their peculiar care, to render every service 
add information to the Committee* 

The Commissioners desire m^ to state, that they have 
been indoded to offer these- suggestions tritti a sincere desire 
to aid the benevolent objects of the subscribers, aware that 
the Committee mast experience great embarrassment, both 
in the selection of works to be undertaken, and in fixing 
upon proper and disinterested persons to. entrust with the 
expenditure. 



From H.. Totonsend^ Esq. Irish Fishery .Office^ 

919th August^ 1828. 

I have to inform you that the deputation from this Board 
(as with reference to my letters of the 30th ult. and 8th 
instant) have returned from Galway, after efifecting the ar« 
rangements connected with their mission, and have reported 
to the Board that, pursuant to the powers vested in them on 
thit occasion) they have given directions to the civil engineer 
ofithib esUibUthment to 'put in immediate process of execu^ 
timi iheidikiowhig fishiugipiers, to each of which are annexed 
the eitlmated cost of their erection, amounting in the whole 
to j^SOSOy in aid bf which the London Committee have 
gfftDted a sum of i^SOOO. > 

• . • # ■ ■ « 

In the County of Gaiway^ 

"Barna ^300 to complete* it«^ 

Spiddle 150 ditto. 

New ilarbour .,•••• ^^ 

Ballinacourtj V. . . . 300 

_St.l(itts ......... V^O 

In the County of Clare j 



j^l420. 



(New Quay^ .,,,... aoo 

Carngaholt « * « • « ^ . 400 

Nortii side Dunlieg. 400 

In (he County of Mayo, 

fKillalla 150 

lOKA J Bunatragher . . ^ • . . 300 

**^^ i Ennis Turk -.•.... 400 

\,Tarmpn ..••...... 400 



i' « 
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Kerry, 

f Brandon Bay. .... .dP40Q 

£,\%()0. ...... ^ BaUiDskelligs 400 

l^CabersiTine • • • . ^ . . 400 

SUgOy 



1 %ni\ S Roughley Point .... 800 

15W,,..... ^p„iiagheeny 600 

Corky 

rCurlagh 400 

t' Beerhayen . , . . .... 200 

Courtmacsherry .... 500 

Clonakilty 500 

360 Great Island of Arroo 250 



1600 



j£8020 total. 



The Commissioners of Fisheriesi conceiving k mair. r 
be satisfactory to the London Committee to hear that th«« • 
operations are not altogether confined to the foregoing pieci^: 
direct me to transcribe a list of twelve; additional t>nes*on thi:. 
coasts of the distressed distcicts,.. which have been for some r 
time in progress of execution \ the gross estimate oC wbifi|.; 
amounts to jS5095. 

In fhe County of Clarey 

fKilbaha ...£500 

5^1600 ^ Seafield 500 . - 

1 Liscannor 500 

Kerrjf^ 

f Barra 260 

1145 -^Dingle ..,.. 400 

tValeptta . . . . . 49^ 

Galwtn/, 

rCosteilo Bay 350 

1250 ^ Roundstone...... . 400 

LClcggau 50Q 
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'MayOf 

{Old Head ^500 
Achil Sound 400 
Ely £rris 6r Saleen . 300 



•^ 



^5095 total. 



The Commissioners of Fisheries further direct me to 
acknowledge the receipt of your several letters of the Sd and 
1 9th instant, (the former enclosing two letters representing \ 
the utility of a fishery pier at Robert's Cove, couDty Cork, 
the latter enclosing a letter from the Re?. Mr. Burrowes, 
relative to certain improvements in his neighbourhood as 
connected with the fisheries), and to state in reply, that the 
whole of the fund at their disposal (consisting of a parlia^ 
mentary grant of ^5000 per annum, under the last Fishery 
Acts of the late King, of sums subscribed by individuals^ 
and of grants from charitable Committees) is already appro- 
priated to the erection of the foregoing works, the distribu- 
tion of fishing tackling along the coasts of the distressed 
districts, and the repairs of boats belonging to the most 
necessitous class of fishermen. 

It will not be irrelevant 1 presume to the subject of this 
letter, to state for the information of the Committee that, in 
addition to the before mentioned list of piers which are fo 
be erected on the coasts of the distressed districts, there are 
two -others now in progress on the coast of Oalway not in?* 
serted therein, the expenses of which will be equally de- 
frayed by the persons locally interested, and the Board of 
Fisheries, viz. 

The Claddagh of Galway estimate j^028 

Clifden Harbour ditto. . . • 495 

As the list of works detailed in the commencement of this 
letter (and which are connected with the grant of the Com- 
mittee) are now in progress, and occasion large weekly de- 
mands, I hate to signify the request of the Board of Fisheries, 
that the Committee will be pleased to take such measures as 
to them may seem most prudent, for remitting the sum of 
£^000 to this Board ; such being the sum so liberally 
granted by the Committee, in aid of executing the works 
alluded to. 
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. From H. Towmendy Esq. Irish Fitkery Offic€j 

6th March, 1822. 



lo reply to your letter of the 13th ultimO| relati?e 
to the application of the ^5000 placed at the disposal of 
this Boiard by the London Committee, I am directed to ac- 
quaint you for their information, that on the 7th of NoTem- 
ber last the Board passed a Resolution to the following 
effect. 

<^ That directions be issued to Mr. Kenny, the Inspector 
'^ of Fisheries for the Westport District, to order the boats 
^^ and nets of the poor fishermen of Clew Bay and Rillery, 
^, to be drawn up on shore for the purpose of being ex- 
^f amined, and in such instances as he shall fi!nd necessimr, 
'^ to have both boats and nets prepared, and fitted for fisiiing 
<^ with as much expedition as may be ; that is, in such cat^ 
<^ as the fisherman can give security by note of himself and 
*^ another solvent person to the Inspector, payable in six 
^^ months for such repairs, which in no case is to ea;;ceed 
^^ four pounds sterling per boat, and which in no case is ip 
^^ be giTcn to the fishermen in money ; but the repairs paid 
<* for by the Inspector, who is to see them sufficiently done 
^' for the purpose of immediate fishing." 

And by a resolution dated the 14th of November (same 
month) that principle of relief was extended to the whole of 
the distressed districts; it has however only been carried 
into successful operation in the counties of Galway and 
Mayo. 

In the county of Galway, large supplies of materials have 
been purchased at prime cost, and given out without addi- 
tional charge to the poorer class of fishermen, on their pass- 
ing a note jointly with some solvent person, payable in six 
months for the amount. The maximum value of materials 
allowed to any individual application is not to exceed fntr 
pounds ; but there are very few instances as yet^ in which 
an applicant has required a quantity to that extent. 

The number of boats already repaired on the coast of this 
county to the 24th ultimo, ^verc ninety-eight. Th« total 
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Tlllir« of the matetialsf issued, amionnted to £^48* 138. 7d. ; 
litakitig the average cost of repairs to each boat £^. 
10s. 9d. 

The officers who superintend the application of this loan, 
speak in the most promising terms of the benefits likely to 
result from it : and when the Board consider the number of 
craft already repaired by so small an expenditure as J&248* 
12s. 7d., added to the accommodation afforded to the poor 
fishermen by a credit of six months, and the very great saving 
6f expense by being supplied with the materials at wholesale 
^st, they entertain a sanguine hope that t)ie laudable and 
benevolent intentions of the Committee will in time be fully 
realized. 

With respect to the coast of Mayo, the Board have pur- 
sued the same plan as that adopted for Gkdway. Large 
supplies of materials have been purchased at prime cost, 
and their applications are to be similar in every particular ; 
but although the requests for repairs have been most nu- 
merons, yet from the difficulty of obtaining security suffi* 
eiently solvent, the «d afforded has not been to that extent 
as in the before mentioned instance of Gralway. The Board. 
Irowevef, are not without hope that this difficulty, if not 

Siromptly, will at least be gradually removed, when the 
anded proprietors of those coasts find the expediency of 
personally stepping forward in behalf of their tenantry, and 
thereby obviating to a considerable degree the difficulty 
alluded to. 

Finding that in the other counties the system was not 
coming into operation, It was suggested to the Board by. 
some of their most active members, who are also members of 
the Linen Board, and who had experience of the very 
efficient manner in which the Trustees acting in those 
counties undeir the appointment of that Board administer 
the fund committed U> their management, that those Gentle- 
men would probably undertake the application of the money 
to be lent to the poor fishermen within their respective 
•counties, through the agency of their Local Committees, 
whose knowledge of the wants of the fishermen in their 
several districts would enable them, in conjunction with the 
fishery officers, to make a more judicious selection of objects 
•for relief than the fishery officers unaided, by their local 
knowledge could effect. The Board have written to the 
Trustees on the subject, and they have consented to co- 
operate with this Board. in the management of the fiind in 
question, through the medium of their Local Committees 
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on the sea coast (aided by such assistance as they niaj 
require from the officers of fisheries}, for the ^more; effectual, 
execulloo of its object* 



From U. Townsendj Esq. Irish Fishery Office, 

2lst Augusty 1823. 

In the coqnties of Galway and Mayo, the fund appears to 
be already in full operation, and promises the most gratifying 
results. In the former (Galway), two hundred and stveiii if* 
six boats of poor fishermen have been already repaired and 
fitted for the fishery, for the sum of £%^, 7s. 4|d., making 
an average of about £% per boat. 

In the latter county (Mayo), two hundred and seveniy^^ 
nine boats have been also repaired and fitted out, for the 
sum of ^77 1 . 86. Sd., making an average of about £^* 1 5s. 4d« 
per boat. 

It may be also satisfactory to the Committee to learn, 
that such of the promissory notes of poor fishermea as have 
fallen due have been paid with- punctuality; and the Board 
trust, that the same precision and faithful dealings will be 
observed by those who .have received aid from the fund^ bat 
whos^ po^es have npt ^ jet bepon^e deinandabie. 



Irish Fishery Office ^ 28th August^ 1823. 

In addition to the communication which I had the honor 
of making to you in tby letter of the 21st instant, relative to 
the application of the £5000 granted by the London Com- 
mittee for the relief of the Coasts of the distressed districts, 
I am directed to acquaint you, that the Board have this day 
received a letter from their officer stationed in Galway, with 
the sum of £lOO enclosed, arising from the payment of poor 
fishermens' notes which had fallen due within the present 
month; This communication, in proof of the punctual deal- 
ings and honest intentions of the poor fishermen who have 
availed themselves of the aid afforded by this fund, I have 
been directed to make to you for the inforination of the 
Committee. 
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REPORT 



OP 



THE FISHERY LOAN COMMITTEE 



FOR 



THE COUNTY OF CORK. 



The Trustees fpr; the encouragement of ifidustry in the 
county of Cork^ having at th;^ request of the Commissioners 
of Irish Fisheries, undertaken to direct the management of 
a Loan Fund, in aid of the distressed Fishermen on the 
cQast of thisconntV) proceeded in the first instance to the., 
appointm^nl of a Committee from their oifn bodj, to whom 
was entrusted the immediate arrangement of the detail, and 
the following persons were named : 

Right Hon. Lord Carberj, ' ' 

Colonel Hodder, 

Mr. Barry, Inspector Greneral of Fisheries. 

The Fishery Committee, availing as well of their own 
local knowledge of the maritime districts, as of the seTeraL 
sources of information presented to. them by the officers of 
the Fishery, who have received the orders of their Board to 
afford all possible assistance on the present occasion, com- 
menced their operations by subdividing the Coast into eight 
districts, and naming a local Committee for each, who,wit^^ 
the assistance of the. Fishery Inspector for the district, may 
undertake the direction of the plan upon the principles 
fixed by the benevolent donors of the Fund. 



S0V 
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The Districts and their respectiye limits are as follows. 



Name^ 



Youghall 



CoTe 



Kinsale 



CloDakilty 



Glandoro 



Baltimore 



Crookhaten 



Bantrj 



Boundary. 



Toughal to 
Roches Tower 



Robertstown 
to Oysterhareii 
inclusiTe 



Local CommUtee. 



Colonel Fitzgerald 
Capt. Parker, R.N. 
John Jenkins 

Thos. Geo. French 
Wm. Harrington 
Jamei J. Roche 
Thos. P. Boland 
William Dorman 

William Newman 
J. T. Cramer 



If^pecton. 



J.O*Croker, 
Dungarfon 



Rd. Doddy 
CoTe 



OysterhaTento 
East side of 

CourtmasherrjJJ. B. Gibbons 
Harboar 



Coortmasherry John Leslie 

Colonel Traters 
R. Deady 
J. Sealy 



to the Galley 
Head 



Galley Head tojThos. HmsgferfoM 

Richard AdMds 
Philip Somerviile 



Toe Head 



Toe Head to 
Roaring Wat^ir 



Roaring Water 
to the Mizen 



Miien Head to 
RiTerKenmare 



John Freke 

R. ~N. SomerTille 

Sfimuel Townsend 

MichaelO^DriscoIl 

Ret. John Jagoe 
Lionel Fleming 
Daniel Coghlan 
Florence McCarthy 

Tim. O^DonoTan 
M. O. Sullivan, 
tlev. lE). J« Alcock 
John Jagoe 
M. Murphy 
RcT. M. M^Chean 
John §. Bird 



M.DonelaO) 
Kinsale 



Ditto 



Rd. Tftor^, 
Glandoit 



Johi^Bpyce^ 
Bantry^.' 
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The Fishery (^oinmittee haye to regret thftt, althoiigh they 
have receired the most cordial as^arances from all those 
gej^tlemep tif their readipess to co^pemte in the raperio* 
tendance of the plan^ a most serious and apparently indar* 
mopntable difficulty has presented itself, in a general objec- 
tion on the part of the Local Committeei to render themselVei 
personally responsible for such part of the fund as may be 
placed at their disposal. * The several arguments urged by 
these gentlemen who have nused this objection, have beea 
most maturely considered* The subject has occupied the 
utmost attention of the Fishery Committee at their several 
meetings, and they unanimously declare, that they can see 
DO possible mode by which the spirit and intention of the 
lioodon Committee's Resolution can be strictly adhered to^ 
unlesg they most decidedly determine, in no instance to 
deviate from the principle of requiring security from the 
l<ocal Committees. 

Many reasons may be assigned for this determination. 

I St.. Without security the Fund, cannot possibly be ran* 
dered *^ permanent and reproductive." 

2nd. )^Y requiring security from the Local Committees, 
you insure active, vigilant, and persevering superintendance* 

3d. By placing this plan upon a substantial basis of seem- 
rity, you afford a strong inducement to the Government and 
the Fishery Board to increase the Fund ; ah arrangement, 
now under consideration. . . 

The Local Committees have urged, that the Trustees have 
not themselves been required to give security, and that the 
exertions of the gentlemen on the coast, is all that should 
fairly be required. The answer is perfectly obvious ; the 
Trustees are little more than the depositories of the fund, 
and if a similar degree of caution be observed in all the 
gradations of its distribution, there can be no loss to any 
party. The Fishery Committee fully admit, that the great 
danger is to be apprehended in the last stage ; but as it is 
intended to- limit the extent of aid to each person to Four 
Pounds, it is presumed that if proper care be taken to require 
go<)d security, in addition t<^ tfjat of the borrowet, no loss 
can ensue. 

Again it has been urged, that any Fisherman, who can get 
aecurity, lAay at present have materials on credit ; but it 
should be remembered, that for that credit he is^ charged an 
enormous profit, and that the Trustees, having to lay out a 
large sum in the purchase of the necessary articles, updn 
which neither interest nor profit is to be charged, can offer 
a moat, important saving. to. the. poor Fishermen, in.re^ote 
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4lttirl88i, eten thdagh tb€!>^ weire i^o'reqilii^ pu^lMd^^ 

The gentlemen who h&ve been nailied of this fjoeal Com<> 
mittees, are generally persons who, mi hinittfirds oto the coast, 
are themselves indirectly benefHed ia a most matelini'degr^ 
by any advantages off^ed'^ to their poo^.tenants ; and ft is 
fully expected that' in niost cases the landlords^ who hare 
naturally the mOBt dfrect con troly will, by joining ifi tile 
'securities to be given by the poor •Fishermen to the Local 
Committees, enable them to procure the ftieans of yiekHvg 
ft teiifbld return to those who have the humanity to asiilt 
tlieiifi, 

• The Fishery Committee, therefore rejpeat their 'Conviction, 
that security should be the basi^ of the proceeding : they do 
not anticipate that the plan will be Immediately availed of 
in all quarters of the coast;, and. they are even desirous that 
its course should be slow and sure. Already have some of 
the Local Committees, in the remote districts, espressed 
their' willingness to give the security required; and the' very 
compliance with the condition affords a proof,' that there the < 
aid is most wanted. The Fishery Committee bave'leitmed 
with much gratification, that there is now in progress through 
Parliament,- a Bill for the better regulation of Loan Societies, 
in which it is hoped that a clause will be inserted, giving to 
such^ bodies a priority over other creditors, in cases where 
aid has been extended for the repairs of fishing boats ; an 
arrangement likely in a great measure to remove the difficulty 
with regard to security. 

The Fishery Committee now oflfer to deliver in Cork, to 
such of' the Local Committees as think proper to comply 
with the proposed stipulations, such materials as they may 
consider most useful, to the extent of One hundred and fifty 
pounds for each district ; and as the mode of distribution and 
management of the stock must vary according to local cir* 
cumstan'ces, the Fishery Committee do not feel that it would 
be possible to lay down any precise plan ; they therefbre 
only offer a few general suggestions which may be equally 
applicable to all places. ' 

It will be remembered, that the present operation is In a 
great measure divested of the inconvenience usually resulting 
'to charitable committees, from the want of any stipendiary 
officer whose services may he required; the Fishery Board 
having most particularly directed the attentiou of all! their 
'officers to the subject. It may therefore be well to make 
the Inspector of Fisheries in each district acting S^retary 
to the Committee, and it may be part of his duty to receive 
appiicatibns for aid, to examine the boats of the^ppMcai^ts, 



SEP0RT8 ON THE FISHBRIfiS. JK)7 

• ■ • ■ . • ■ 

«nd to laj tlie several claims, with his report on each, before 
the Committee, who may finaliy decide upon them, and 
issue their orders for the materials, which shoald in the first 
instance be placed in convenient situations according to the 
extent of the district, in ail possible cases under the charge 
of the inspector ; but where the depot may be too remote 
from his station, it is submitted that the charge may be 
given to some person, well recommended and from whom 
^^ecurity may be had, who should receive a per centage on 
the value of the materials ; which, together with any other 
contingent expenses, may be added to the first cost. By 
these means weekl) meetings of the Local Committee during 
the months of distribution will ^ufiice, and by a systematic 
arrangement of the business in the outset, it will be attended 
irith very little trouble. 

The securities taken by the Local Committees, should be 
made payable to the Treasurer of the Loan Fund, in order 
to entitle them to an exclusion from stamp duty, one of the 
measures proposed in the new Bill* 

The Fishery Committee subjoin an Appetidix, containing 
copies of the official correspondence on the subject of this 
fund, which will more fully explain the intention of the 
Ixmdon Committee with regard to it. 



APPENDIX. 



Irish Fishery Office^ 

SepfeiwAer 14, 1822. 
Sir, 

Herewith I transmit you a Copy of tw6 Resolutions 
passed by the London Tavern Committee on the 29th ult. 
afird 4th instant, by which you will perceive, that a further 
sum of Five Thousand Pounds is placed at the disposal of the 
Board, to be appropriated strictly and exclusively in assist- 
ing the poor Fishermen on- the coasts of the distressed dis- 
tricts, and on the plan.of a reproductive loan, so as to give 
permanency to the fund, by making it annually applicable 
tO'the object Jn the contemplation of the Committee. 

It may not be unnecessaiy to oberve to you," that the 
Board conceive the coasts of the distressed districts to be 
" those of thefollowipg counties ; namely, Gork^ Kerry^ Clare, 
Cralway,.Mayoy and Sligo. 



SOS msponTs pN TgE F;[sm&.iM;BiiA 

Ypfi are inquired by the Board, to take the 9»bject of tlm 
Committee's Resolution into your most attentiTe considerap 
tion, and report to the Board (as speedily as circumajtaniBef 
will admit). such so^estionsas you conceive may assist them 
in carrying into operation the plan struck put by the London 
Committee. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servaot^ 

H.TOWNSEND, 

To J, R. Barry f Esq. 
Cork. 



The sums allocated to the distressed counties, are as fol- 
lows: — 

£ s. d. 

Cork • • 1193 4 6 

Clare 813 11 3 

Galway 113816 7 

Mayo 1084 1^ 2 

Sligo 433 18 

Kerry 759 6 6 



COPY OF RESOLUTIONS 

PASSBD BY THE LONDON TATRRN COMMITTEE. 

Committee Roomy 
Citi^ of London Taotmy 

August 39, 18S3. 
BesoWedy 

That the sum of j^5000 be granted for the assistance 
of the industrious poor engaged in the Fisheries of Irelantdi 
within the districts recently afflicted by the distretfi of 
scarcity. 



Committee JHoom^ 

75f Old Broad'Stredy 
Sep;,*, 188?. 
Resolved, 

That the Commisdoners of Fisheries be Infonped* 
that the £5000 voted on the 39tb uU* ift to be appjn>pr|i|tea 
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stHctlyimd etduriyelj for the assistance of the poor fisher- 
men on tbe coasts of the distressed district), and that the 
Commissioners be requested^ as far as is possible, to apply 
this grant in a fair proportion in the waj of loansy repayable, 
so as to midce this money reproductiYe, and annually applica- 
ble in tlie manner above stated. 



INSPECTOR GENERAL'S REPORT- 

Dingky November 12, 1822.' 

Sir, 

In obedience to the Board's order of the 14th Sep- 
tember, I beg leave to offer my suggestions as to the most 
judicious mode of carrying into effect the benevolent inten- 
tions of the London Committee, with regard to their grant 
of £bOQO for the encouragement of the fisheries on the 
south and west coasts of Ireland. I trust the IWrd will not 
attribute the delay to any inattention to this important sub- 
ject, but to a consciousness of ^he extreme difficulty of the 
task, and to an unwillingness to submit any plan which may 
be found either erroneous in its principles, defective in its 
details, or in any degree inconsistent with the spirit of the 
London resolutions; which, I conceive, ihust necessarily 
form the basis of any arrangement adopted, in the application 
of this grant. 

The London Committee are desirous that this fund, which, 
like their other grants of the same nature, is intended, not 
as a substitution for, but in aid of, other sources of encou- 
r^ement, should continue to be permanent' and undimi* 
nished, and that it shall be reproductive; and they have 
subjected it to the same regulations, with the exception of 
interest, as have been adopted for the management of their 
grant in aid of the linen manufacture. 

This determination appeared to me, I confess, on the first 
view, rather an injudicious application of the same system of 
eucoun^ement to two branches of industry, totally different 
In all possible respects ; but the more I have considered the 
subject, the more clearly does my mind observe the remote, 
but solid and substantial advantages which must be derived 
from the permanent existence of such a fund ; and the more 
firmly convinced do X feel, that it was quite impossible for 
that benevolent body to have resolved upon a more admirable 

o 
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mode of makidg bo small a ram effectuallj viefiil to tbe poor^ 

ckssefi 6f fishermen. In ventaiitig to express thie opinUm^ I 

do not bj any means forget tbe numerous difficulties wlnck 

will be found at first in bringing the tfaiog to work, but ill 

tbe verj effort to remoTe those difficulties^ I anilcipftle ao 

small degree of moral improvement in the habits, as well as 

amelioration in the condition, of the parties relieTed« I am 

fully aware that, in many places to which the grant extends, 

we shall have to contend with the most turbulent, the most 

undisciplined, and the most improvident classes in -society. 

I am well acquainted with the looseness of their habits, the 

irregularity of their dealings, and their general want of sys* 

tem ; but in justice to that portion of my countrymen I must 

add, that I have universally observed a degree of rude 

honesty among fishermen, a kind of honourable feeling with 

vegaird to the discharge of those engagements incurred for 

their outfit, whi6h is not so remarkable among many ether 

persons in the lower ranks, arid whith is the foundation of 

all my hopes for the success of the present measure. 

I have previously observed that this fund is intended, not 
as a substitution for, but in aid of, other sources of •dcou- 
ragement ; and it is in this light that I see its great advaiK* 
tages. In cases where the sum to which the loan is limited 
may be found insufficient for the purposes required, I prck 
sume the parties are not to be deprived of the .advuBtaafi^ 
already offered by the Board, in the shape of repabWIf 
bounty, of which those who most want it are at preseflCilN^ 
able to avail, from the difficulty of obtaining a smidl Mlurfcr 
the first advances. A poor fisherman in getting 1^ ttAiSf 
bark repaired, roost fully exemplifies the advantages derived 
by persons in a higher station ; who, from a inmag aid, ob» 
tained in the outset of life, have risen to afflueneo; if be can 
but get his boat once on the stocks, and have a few pieeesof 
timber and plank, his ingenuity will suggest a thousand little 
devices for the supply of the materials necessary for her tth 
pairs. If he can give the carpenter sidliristencej he irill get 
credit for the wages ; the smith will afford him the sano 
accommodation ; the houses of his neighbours are searched 
for pieces of old iron and bits of timber ; so that, between a 
small sum in hand, a little credit, some kindly feeling on tbe 
part of his friends, and a great deal of ingenuity and per* 
severance, the boat is afloat once more. 

Before I proceed to offer my opinion on the various points 
for consideration in the detail of this proceedinj^, I would 
beg leave to suggest to the Board a plan which appears to ine 
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likely to fadlittte Its progress, and to diminish, if flot al- 
tc^liar to remove, nmaj of those obstacles which at present 
«xi9t« 

To the Board's determination to administer this fond by 
the ezclosive intervention of their own officers, I see many 
•objections. The operation is in its nature quite distinct 
irom the usoal rontine of official duty, being to a certain 
degree nndeined, and necessarily inyolving the exercise of ft 
•diacretioBary authority, with which I would by no meant 
invest any individual however respectable be may be. It is 
Mure to meet in any one person a combination of all those 
qualifications necessary on such an occasion ; and I am so 
perfectly conscious, that in the management of the fund 
placed at my disposal at Dingle last summer, I should have 
committed many errors without the assistance of some indf- 
Tiduals who kindly afforded me tlieir aid, that there Is no 
descriptioo of duty, which I should again more tremblingly 
undertake. 

It is not, I presume, unknown to the Board, that the 
rLonden Ceinmittee have appointed Trustees in tlie Several 
'bounties of Ireland, where distress prevailed during the latt 
mmmer, lor the administration of the funds granted In aid 
0i the Linen Mannfacture. In the counties of Cork and 
Kerry, 1 happen to be particulariy well acquainted with tiie 
ichanieters of most of those noblemen and gentlemen Mfho 
^vebeen selected : and having attended their meetings, (as 
a Trustee myself, in Cork, and by invitation in Kerry,) I 
do anticipate much benefit from the system they have 
adopted, and from precisely the same mode of proceeding 
with regard to our Fishery Fund from the London Com- 
mittee, I shoald expect the very best results. 

The Trustees have, throughout their respective counties, 
either i4>pointed or recognised the appointm/ent of I^cal 
Committees, of which they, themselves, are ex officio mem- 
|)ers, to whom is^ entrusted the management of the deti^, 
md who are made personally responsible for such fun^^ e^ 
may he granted U> them. Those Committees consist of the 
clergy, and such of the resident gentry as feel disposed to 
afford their assistance, and the limits of their respective dis- 
tricts are clearly defined; thus, by a subdivision of the 
labour, an4 by availing of local knowledge and experience, 
the thing is rendered easy and simple in its management, 9tnd 
the desired object is morelikely to be attained. 

Having thus far explained the nature of the proceedings, 
I would beg leave most respectfully to recommend, that the 

o 2 
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Trustees in the counties of Cork and Kerry be invited so 
far to co-operate with the Fishery Board, as-^o undertake 
the management of the fund now in question, in addition to 
the' much larger one, placed at their disposal by the London 
Committee for other purposes ; and that the several officers 
of fisheries be directed to afford their most zealous^ and active 
assistance, both to the Trustees, and to the several maritime 
Local Committees in their respective stations. In each 
county it happens that one of the Trustees is also a Com- 
missioner of Fisheries ; a circumstance likely to ensure to 
the Fishery Board, that the administration of the fund 
would be governed by a strict adherence to their leading 
principles. The inspectors may be admitted members of 
the Local Committees ; in short, by the united efforts of 
iill parties, the business could not fail to be well done, and 
the fund would be sure to continue undiminished. By such 
a plan you enlist the landed proprietors of the county in the 
same cause with you ; an important object, which I do not 
conceive to have been yet attained ; you lay the foundation 
for a useful and respectable intermediate source of assistanoe 
«nd information to the Board and the Government, on the 
important subject of the fisheries, and you create a most 
valuable aid to the Board's officers throughout the country* 
In considering the detail of the proceeding, I- shall clasn^ 
my observations under the heads of security ; amount of 
loan, whether in materials or in money ; length of credit; 
and mode of repayment. 



SECURITY. 



\ 



All those persons with whom I have conversed on the 
inibject, apprehend that to obtain security will be the great 
difficulty; however, I should expect that the smallness of 
the sum, the certainty of its being invested in the improve- 
ment of part of the borrower's property, and the great prob- 
, ability of his being able to meet the pa;yment by his own 
exertion, will itiduce persons who may be thought sufficient 
security to become responsible for the repayment; more 
especially, when the assistanoe afforded by the Fishery 
Board, iu the shape of bounties, Is considered, - 
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AMOUNT OF LOAN, 

The amount of the loan to each person maj, for the pjre- 
senty be limited to four pounds, with a discretionary power 
to the Committee to extend it, if their means, proportioned 
to the applications for aid, enable them. 



MATERIALS, &C, 

Whether in materials, or in money, is a qaestion upon 
which, as regards the Fisheries, there cannot be a second 
opinion. 

1. By giying only materials, and seeing them expended, 
you guard completely against misapplication of your funds. 

2. By purchasing in large quantities, and distributing 
"without exacting anj profit, you give very often double^ 
sometimes treble as much, as the applicant could purchase 
for the money ; I should therefore recommend, that in the 
"County of Cork, the fund be subdivided into eight parts j 
and the county into as many districts, namely, Youghal, 
-Cove, Kinsale, Clonakilty, Glandore, Baltimore, Crooks 
iiaven, and Bantry. The limits of those districts to be 
hereafter determined, that the portions of the money appli- 
cable to each district, be forthwith invested in the purchase 
of such materials for repairing boats, as may best suit the 
respective wanits of each place, and as may be most difficult 
to be had there. Even in those places where there are no 
revenue establishments, I anticipate no difficulty in procur- 
ing some kind of a dep6t, wherie those materials may be 
placed under the charge of the Inspector of Fisheries, who 
may deliver them as directed by the Committee. In cases 
where it may be necessary to incur any expense, whether 
for a dep6t, or in the distribution, a small profit may be 
•added, to be regulated by the Committee. 

The County of Kerry I would subdivide into six dis- 
tricts, viz. Barra, Brandon, Milltown, Valentia, Ditigle, 
and Kenmare. 

I am fully convinced, that the very circumstance of there 
being in each of those remote places a depdt, where mate- 
rials for repairs maybe had on cheap terms, eVen for eashj 
would give a greater impulse to the Fisheries than any aid 
which they have hitherto received. 

Some difficulties may be experienced in the n^anagement 
pf this stock, where no inspector resides^ Ji| such case I 
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would propose to gWe the materials in charge to some per- 
son well recommeDded, and from whom sufficient security 
may be had ; this person may receiye a per centage on the 
sales, as a remuneration for his trouble, and to him the 
orders of the Committee may be directed, the price of eadli 
article having been preyiously fixed by the Committee, at 
such a rate as would cover the cost and charges ; I would 
even permit this person to make sales, for cash, of small 
quantities, to such poor fishermen as can produce a ticket 
from the inspector, or either clergyman of the parish. 



LENGTH OF CREDIT* 



The length of credit must^ I should think, vary accordiii( 
to circumstances, but the securities taken should, tn the 
first instance, be liable to interest, with a power to tbe 
Committee to remit it, in case of punctual payment, the 
period of which must depend chiefly on the time when the 
loan is made, as the interval must include at least a season ; 
for instance, a loan granted in November should be at least 
for nine months, in contemplation of the fruits of the suo 
seeding season ; which, for the boat fishery, scarcely c#ia- 
piences before July. 



MODE OF REPAYMEN'C. 

The mode of repayment, should, in all possible csiscf, be 
in cash* As a protection to the person becoming «ec»rify, 
the inspector may be directed to hold over the bounty de* 
benture of the borrower till he has discharged his debt* In 
very remote districts I should be disposed to recommend 
that the Committee allow the storekeeper, or manager, to 
receive in payment cured fish of good quality, which, when 
any quantity was had, may be disposed of at the best maiv* 
ket, for account of the borrowers. 

If the fund were sufficiently large to enable the Com- 
jiuittee to keep at the respective stations, a stock of bonded 
salt for the use of the poor fishermen, it would be a great 
source of relief. 

I, cannot conclude without expressing my regret, that the 
county of Waterford should have been excluded from any 
portion of the present grant. It strikes me, that the ezer- 
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S1& 



tiont of individuals to iinprove the, condition of the country, 
9b'n!ild 'at all times be met with a corresponding degree of 
liberality ; ill which tase, JOUngairon is certainly entitled to 

freat consideration* The munificence of his Grace the 
)ake of Devonshire, and the humane and judicious man- 
agement of his agent Colonel Curry, have been eoiineiitlf 
Useful in that quarter ; but there is still much to be done^ 
and I know no place, where the people are more industri^ 
otts, or more deserving of encouragement. I would there« 
fore beg leave to suggest, that a proposition be made to ih« 
landed proprietors in the cmuity of Waterford, by the Fbh* 
ery Board, to double any fund that may be raised by sub*^ 
acription for a similar purpose. 

I have the hononr to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. R. Barut, 
Inspector General of Fisheries. 

To II' TofBDniendy Esq. 

Secretary to Commissioners^ 
0/ Irish Fi$keriesy DubUn. 



The D^mes of the Tmstees^ ap]pointed by the London Com- 
mittee in the counties of Cork and Kerry, are as follows i 



CORK. 

The Earl of Shannon, 
liovd Bishof) of Cork, 
K. C. Bishop, 
Lord Carbery, ' 
W. W. Becher, Esq. M. P. 
Xlobert De la Cour, Esq. 
William Copinger, Esq, 
John O'Driscol, Esq. 
Colonel Hodder, 
Justin Mc Carty, Esq. 
W. G. Crofts, Esq. 
Julius Besnai^, Esq* ^ 

J. R. Barry, E^. 
9^. a CoUer, E^q. Sec 



KERRY. 

Lord Headly, 
Lord Brandon, 
Knight of Kerry, 
R. C. Bishop, 
Hon. Thomas Browne,, 
Stephen Rice, Esq. 
John O'Connell, Esq^ 
Doctor Church, 
John Hickson, Esq. 
James Hickson, Esq. 
Arthur Rowan, Esq. 
F, B^ Qhiite^ Esq. 

Edward Purcell, ESq. Scck 
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From J. Boyccj Esq. (Inspector of Fisheries) Bantrtfj 
County of Corky 9lh July, 1822. 

-Should such a mode of relief come withio the principles 
of Committees of Relief in England, I would propose af^ 
fording to the distressed fishermen the means of useful and 
continued employment, through the medium of their accus- 
tomed avocation. A sum of one hundred pounds would he 
sufficient to build ten row boats, which it is probable the 
Irish Fishery Commissioners would furnish with the neces- 
sary apparatus for fishing ; and this number of boats would 
afford employment to no less than fifty fathers of families, 
and upon the whole would probably render two hundred 
individuals comparatively happy. 



From Henry Blake, Esq. Renvyle, ConnamarOy County 

of Galway, July 26, 1822. 

There are shoals of fish called Molms on the coasts, and 
the people can catch them by hundreds from the rocks, but 
for want of salt cannot keep them from day to day. I how- 
ever always keep repeating salt, salt, salt, and do again and 
again entreat the attention of all friends to the poor to this- 
subject. ; • 

Supposing that for the next two years only, Mr, Foster's 
plan of giving out salt to the fish curers free of duty was 
tried ; I assume that the Board wish to encourage the fish- 
eries, and assist the poor to recover the dreadful calamity 
that God has pleased to visit them with ; and I assert that 
by enabling the fisherman to purchase salt at ^s to ^. 6d. 
per bundled weight, which is the cost price of the article, 
an impetus would be given to their exertions which it would 
take years to counteract, and what would the revenue lose? 
atmost J^IOPQ, including all expenses. 



From the Right Hon. M. Fitzgerald, M. P. Fishery 
Boqrd, Dublin^ Jjily 28, 18)^. 

I take the liberty of suggesting further the great advant- 
age which would arise, if your Committee would be pleased 
ta enlarge the application^ your grant to us, to allow the 
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use of a portion of the common f and, in repairs of the smaller 
class '6f &hing boats. 

All the reports of the Inspectors in the distressed districts 
conlrince ns, that no object can be more pressing with a view 
to relief, 'br more oalcnlated to have not oi^lj immediate^ 
but permanent effects, hi the encoaragement of industry. 



From H. GrattaUy Esq. Dublin^ August 14, 1823. 

In 1801, every cottier almost on the south and west 
coast of Ireland, had his store of fish cured and saved, just 
as you have in England your stores of hams, and bacon, for 
his winter's provision. 

Since the salt duties, all that has ceased ; bat now that 
salt may be had at a lower price, and that piers are con- 
structed for the small boats to lie along, and go in and out 
with safety, the poor cottager could be supplied with a 
good' store of fish at the lowest rate. 

There were 36,000 men employed last year in the local 
fisheries, all for the home consumption ; and millions of 
herrings were thrown away, owing to the want of means to 
cure them, along the Quay 4>f Galway in 18^0. Three 
hundred boats lay with from 10,000 to 20,000 herrings in 
each, and the country was covered with peasants carrying 
them off to all parts of Ireland. 

Surely this would be a business worth improving. It 
would draw the poor from the mere food of potatoes, and 
teach them to seek for something of a better description, 
and which requires a sort of manufacturing, and would give 
great emplpymeat all through the late distressed counties. 



From His Grace the Archbishop of Tuam^ County 
of Galway y August k^y 183S. 

In my account furnished to your Committee on the 7th 
instant, you will find an expenditure of ^£300 to be placed 
in the hands of certain trustees^ for the. purpose of equipping 
>a large foody of fishermen in Galway with nets preparatory 
>to the herring fishery. I toolc upon me to give this sum 
under the conviction, that this industrious people had been 
by unforeseen misfortoneji of the season most sadly reduced, 
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9«d iM ft wot^ be ample to set tlictn att vd^ «Pt **' 
enmble them again to earn for themsohcs md UkdM^bm 
iHioeit liveiyiood* Yesterday the worthy tnMeet inid wkoie 
]iands I pki€e4 this vuHiey) aod who kmisdely imdkstiQik 
for me; thU ttwftblesome work, pfetedted me with a calcnlBi 
tion under wbi(^ they reported, that all the sail boata conM 
be sent to sea well prepared with nets. Sec, for the approach^ 
iog fishing season. 



From the Most Rev. Dr. Oliver Kellffy 22» C. Afch^ 
hish^p of Tuam^ August 28, 18S@. 

SSnce the receipt of yoar kind favoux,, I ha¥e been buAh 
ing the most diligent enquiry respecting the best and most 
praeticable plan {of employing the pe<^e of AchilU Fpqw 
my own obserTations^ and from what I could collect- Imi 
the most intelligent amongst the people, it would appear 
that those #ho live along the sea coaet nuightbe ppofiUblf 
employed in the fisheries^ were thej famished wiA tae 
necessary tachlings; whilst the others could bo usefaUyelh 
gaged in sinning,, reeling, carding wool and Am^ ware they 
aopplied w/ix whee^S) reels, hadhles^ apd the aaccisaiy 
utensils^ 



Ftom Denis Bingham^ Esq. Bingham Castky Countjf 
afMayOy September ^ gff, 1822. 

i afeo beg feate to state, that adjacent to the coast of 
Erris lies the Great Fishing Bank where the Sun Fish or 
Basking Shark resorts. The Bank is distant from the coast 
about five leagues ; on it is found abundance of cod and 
•llog^ On thi& Bank the Dutch formerly fished with great 
success, and for that privilege they paid a' certain sum to 
the British Government. It is to be lamented that thofe 
aue M vessels on this coast ^t for the deep sea fishery, nor 
could this productiire branch be carried on by the jiihi|bi#f 
ants, for want of capital and knowledge in the art of fishing 
ip tho deep aea^ 

Bat if Government or you would hold out aiiy iudaee^. 

nent to encourage experienced fishermi^n firom other peits 

^tfi qv^e and settle here, i^ would greatly tend to ^ i|n* 
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pvo?«iBeiit ol iiie inhibibnts in t&it kMntbe 1m«i4i ^ 
hidiistij. I would mjfelf giie a homae and «■ aepe^f gMMnfl 
vent free, to. eadh* of ten or twelve oidiowy Mormeii w&b 
would come talWe here, and gWe tlwmaleiiM<<rf one or two 
lives of it, witli evei/ otber enooamgiiDetttlii my power. 



MiUrtHi^m.ljMerfromJotm Bqyce, Esq. Inspedar 
ofBAerieSy Baniryj Couniy of Corky April 4tj 1833. 



In the roonth of June last I made an appHcatioii| as 
inspector of Fisheries In this Strict, and member of tKe 
leoal Caimmittee here, to the reMef C>>ran^ttee st tiM City 
nf London TMFeni, lor a sum to enable me to bnild a few 
fishmg boats that may afford employment t» sea e p art ef the 
saperabundant and starving population of this town, and 
was granted £50 for that purpose. This sum I have ex- 
pended under the direction of the Committee here, and my 
>expenditure has l>een so economkally managed, that I have 
been enabled to buUd and fit out five stout fishing boats, 
each employing fbur men, and jointiv affording the means 
of permanent subsistence to no fewer nian eighig'thrse Hidi- 
viduals, who otherwise must have remsuned boroens, or pro- 
bably worse evils^ upon the community. 



Report from the Kerry Trustees Jbr the encouragement 
oflndustryj dated Traleey April 33» 1823. 

: The Trustees have recently had communications from 
the Irish Fishery Board, enq ui r in g whether they would un- 
dertake the management of the portion allotted to this 
county, of the fund granted by your benevolent Committee 
for the relief of poor Fishermen on the coasts, which the 
Trustees immediately answered in the affirmative, viewing 
this description of aid as likely to be productive of the most 
beneficial results. 

The Commissioners of Fisheries have kindly directed their 
officers to render the Trustees and their District Committees 
all the information and aid in their power. The Trustees 
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lose np time in commabicatiDg with those officers, and I bcf^ 
lesire to enclose the copy of a statement just received from 
the Fishery Inspector of this county, by which you will be 
informed of the miserable condition of the boats, and how 
extensively useful the loans of the necessary materials of 
repair must prove. 

The sum allocated to this county, namely J^OO, is doubt- 
less Tery inadequate to the wants of the poor Fishermen, in 
order to efiect a thorough repair of their boats ; but it is 
'hoped, that when the great importance of this description 
of aid becomes more generally known and understood, ad- 
ditional sources of relief may be resorted to. 

Mr. Spring Rice has been so kind as to send the Trustees 
the draft of a Bill he has brought into Parliament, for the 
amendment of the laws respecting Charitable Loan SooUUei 
in Ireland, The Trustees feel confident that the wise and 
salutary provisions of this Bill^ will be producti?e of the best 
consequences* 



Copy of a Letter from John Whiter Esq. Inspector of 
J^sherieSy, to Edward Purcelly Esq. Secretary tq the 
Trustees for, the County ofK^rry^ dated Dingle^ 5th 
April, 1823. 

I beg leave to enclose (agreeably to the instructions of the 
Trustees) a statement of the Fishing Boats at the different 
stations on this coast, with an apportionment of the money 
stated by the Trustees to be allocated to Kerry, for repairs, 
. &c. to be lent the Fishermen, in loans repayable. . I need 
scarcely add that this sum is totally inadequate to a thorough 
repsur, and will go very short in effecting a partial one. 



RSPORTf ON THE FISHERIES. 



221 



April aA, 1823. 

List of FishiDg Stations on the Coast of Kerry, from the 
North side of Kenmare River to Kerry Head, with an 
account of the number of Boats to be repaired at each 
station, and the amount of repair. 



Name of Station, 



No, of 
Boats, 



Dingle 



Milltown (near Dingle) 

Ventry 

Dunquin 

Cloher&FerritersCreek 
Smerwkk.. 



Brandon 



Castlegregory and 
Maherees 



Menard . 



Barrow, Kilfenora, 
Spa, and Blenner-j 
viUe 



Kenmare (Keen Har-> 
hour) ..,., .{ 

Sneenr^ including 
' Rossdaulin, JR088- 
raore, and Coss 
Harbour 



Castle Cove Harbour) 
to Derrinane { 



Valentia^ including 
PortMagee, Caher. 
Kell8,&c 

Ballinskelligs and 
Binneen ..» 



27 



19 



27 



21 



42 



73 



55 



90 



40 



Cost of 
Repairs, 



£ 8, d. 
50 10 



10 


22 


10 





24 


51 








12 


15 








11 


28 








17 


20 









38 



60 .0 



8 



Observations. 






59 10 



89 10 6 



98 5 



45 15' 



150 



40 



1 



[There are Eleven of these 
Boats in a very bad state; 
would require .^45. 

In the very worst;repair« 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

AH in very bad repair. 

^All in very bad repair; — 
would require ^60, re- 
quiring all kind of mate- 
rials for repair. 

'These Boats would require 

^ ^100; they requii^ all 
kinds of materials for re- 
pair, ■ ■■ ^ 

All in very bad repair. Ma- 
terials required are, stand- 
ing and running rigging, 
nets, anchors, and tar. 

Principal repairs are, hemp, 
junk, nails, pitch and titr, 
crooked timber and plank, 
and oars. 

Principal, repairs are, oaiv,. 
nails, tar, hemp, and junk, 
a small quantity ofcrooked 
timber and plank. 

Bepairs, pitch and tar, oam, 
nails and junk, small quan- 
tity of crooked timbers and 
planks. These Boats are 
m general, in better repair 
than in other harbours.- 

'There are 123 Boats on this 
station ; 90 are in the very 
worst state ; ^250 would 
scaf cely put them in. pro- 
per order for fishins. Se- 
veral owners are able to 
repair their Boats,' and 
would pay ready money 
for material , if thtijnarket 
was near them ; if 150 will 
put thera in tolerable re- 
pair. 



ON THE 



LINEN MANUFACTURE. 



At a Meeting of the Landed Proprietors of tile County 
oflAmerick, hM at the New County Court- Housti 

« 

Resolved) 

That it appears to this meeting, that the increase 
of the growth of flax, the spinning of yarn^ and the manv- 
lacture of linen, is of vital importance in the promotion of 
morality and indastrious habits among the peasantry of this 
county, and that therefore our Committee be requested to 
direct thehr attention particularly to this object. 



Fnm Qmnell O'Danely Esq. Newport PraUy CaufUtf 

ofMagoy ^Uth May, 1822. 

If the women could be supplied with fhXf and kept ep^ 

gloyed in spinning, it would bring back to the idle loom 
ondreds of unemjployed weavers. An individual Lady has 
been the means of giving employment to about 96 women^ 
but the want of flax, and means being limited, it' only is a 
temporary assistance to those few, producing, for the day's 
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W0rk to each, l^e piietr of two gmrts of mcbll A Wfflf ot 
i¥h«eU attd reelt, ftc. is madi wanted. Oottld 1& be 
carried m eiLtenth^ff , I an c<»tTioced tkat imvA velief 
W4Mild be aOonUd io mnnbefB. 



Ai a Meeting of the principal Inhabitants of the Town 
' and neighbourhood of Bantrj/y SSlh Ma^f IS22^ 

The £arl gf Bjuxnr in the Chair, 

Resolved, 

' That a spinning school ^ the eiliplojnieot of 
females, now receiving gratuitous rei&af, would not only be 
of present but of exteasiye prospective benefit, by promottag 
those habits of cleanUness and Mastry, so much to be desii^ 
in this country. 

That we, therefore, humbly solicit from some of the bene- 
volent societies in Eogland, a sum of ^^100 for this purpose, 
our present funda being only adequate to employing the idle 
male populatioo of the parish. 



From Eneas Macdonnel^ Esq. Dublin^ 
12th June, 1822. 

Several correspondents urge the importation of a quantity 
of flax, as providing a creditable and profitable employoiettt 
for women apd men. thatCMayo) being a yam and linen district* 
I went this day to the yarn hall of this city to make efiqttirfes, 
and also to Messrs. Crossthwaite, the principal persons fa 
that line of business here. I ascertained that there is ne 
foreign flax at this market, or in Ireland ; nor {s it generally 
a|>proved. There is too much tow in it, and therefore the 
Irish flax, though apparently dearer, is in reality as cheap, 
according to the last London (|iaotations. There could be 
twenty tons of Irish obtfdned at Armagh or other parts of 
Ulster, at about £60 Irish per ton. 

However, if foreign flax should be preferred by your 
Committee, yon could expend the proposed sum of j^lOOO 
in the purchase of it. The quantity would be thereby en- 
creased about five tons, and the coarser parts, when separated| 
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coald be applied to a variety of purposes, as bed tickens, 
sheeting, small cordage, saclLiDg, candlewick, nettiDg, &e* 
I understand that the best marlLets for the purchase of 
foreign flax, are London, Hull, and Li?erpool: should flpx 
come from the north of Ireland, meal could be brought at 
the same time, as there is a great superabundance there at 
fair prices. 

I propose the distribution of wool, because I find that the 
poor are, in many paits of Mayo, nearly naked, and the dis- 
tribution would employ several thousands of women and 
men in the most distressed districts of the county, in. the 
manufacture of the coarse cloths, flannels, blankets, and 
stockings, generally manufactured and used by our pea- 
santry. 

I have called this day upon Messrs. Dillon and other prin- 
cipal wool factors of Dublin, and find that wool can be had 
here for 16s. per stone; probably something less in the 
country, as the shearing is now proceeding. 



At a Meeting held at Temple Harry ^ King*s Counti/y 

20th June, 1822, 

Resolved,— 

That supplying the poor governors and governesses 
of the parochial school, with the means of enlai^ng the 
school house they are about erecting, to that size which will ' 
enable them to conduct their spinning, linen, and woollen 
manufactories to a greater extent, would afford not only 
temporary relief by the building, but would be the most > 
effectual mode of preventing future want in this extensire 
parish. 

Resolved, — ^That we have found the greatest benefit je- 
sulting from the small manufactory hitherto carried on, it 
having fully answered our expectations of affording subsist- ' 
ence to those who have been employed. 



.. f 
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JVoOT Alexander Kingston^ Esq. Mosstown Castle j 
County ofLongfordf 25th June, 1822. 

. Our worthy Rector, the Rev. Henry W, Cobbe, has given 
a loan of £50, and has employed a man to buy flax and 
flaxen yarn ; the former to be given out to poor women to 
spin, who could not otherwise be employed ; many of them, 
tbough paid at the highest rate of the country, cannot earn 
more than two or three-pence per day; yet this sum, 
trifling as it seems, is a great relief to them : the latter is 
given to poor weavers who have not the means of buying 
yarn themselves, but are hereby enabled to earn five or six 
shillings a week, as a means of support for their families. 
On Saturday last the return of spinners was 104, and of 
weavers 24. I am fully of opinion that thus employing the 
poor, confers a greater benefit upon them, than purely gra- 
tuitous charity under any form whereby it can be adminis- 
tered. In two other of our neighbouring parishes, a similar 
mode of employment has been adopted ; and if a moderate 
capital were vested in the hands of our Rectors, or such 
Gentlemen as could attend to the object for the purpose of 
carrying on, in this kind of way, the manufacture of coarse 
linen cloth in our county, it would greatly tend to the relief 
of our poor. On this subject much might be said, that the 
bounds of a letter will not admit of. 



From Dr. Ebnore, Clonakiltyj County ofCorlc^ 

29th June, 1822. 

One of the great and universal evils of this country is a 
imperabundant .population for the soil, pressing on it alone 
for support, unrelieved by manufactures, on account of which, 
(from the great want of capital in this country, probably caused 
iij absenteeism,) we cannot compete with other nations ^r—tlie 
only exception to which is thejinen trade. In this district 
we have a limited manufactory of coarse linens, and in proof 
pf the importance of it, not one case of want occurred among 
the manvfacturers of them. It is the capital circulated 
ithrough our weekly linen -markets alone, which prevents the 
entire population, from becondng a more frightful mass of 
.want and misery^ than that by which we are surrounded; 
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now, and for some time past, there has been an increasiDg 
demand for coarse linens, but last year there wa$ a grea( 
deficiency of ^the flax crop, the Committee therefpre allo- 
cated a sum of ^50 from their funds, for the purchase of 
raw flax in the county of Limerick, which we have com- 
menced selling to poor housekeepers at a loss of 20 per 
cent, conceiving it of much greater importance to give money 
through labour, than by gratuitous donations which relieve 
but the present hour, and steal from man the principles of 
independence. 



From ^. Ctendining^ Esq^ Ballinrobcy Ccunti/ of 

Ma^o,S2dJul^,l82i. 

I wou^ld therefore propose, that some funds should be set 
apart for the purchase of wheels, which could be had froni 
eight shillings to ten shillings each, and should be given to 
the poor who have daughters fit to spin, and at reduced 
prices only. - It will afford them the means of induatryy an^ 
although the daily earning is very small, about two-pejice, 
still in a country cabin, where there generally are three or 
foi^r, and often six or seven girls, it b of great importance^ 
not speaking of the advantages of employment. In tl^8 
country the com, and young cattle and pigs, are generally 
the means for the rent. The flax being always at hand, and 
a ready money article, answers their taxes and all their little 
outgoings, and the potatoes support them. 



From the Venerable Archdeacon Jebbj dated AMngton ^ 
Glebcy Limericky July 26, 1822. 

The two parishes of which this unioH consists, are of con- 
siderable extent ; the population redundant to excess ; and 
the great landed proprietots altogether non-resident* ^ Sone 
of those proprietors have, indeed, been liberal in their con- 
tributions in the present emergency ; bat the amount of soch 
contributions, in itself not very cobsiderable, is by no means 
an adequate substitute for the advantages i^hich might, and 
would accrue from the continued, or evBSOccasionftlre^ 
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deace of landlords. ' Through the bonntj, however, of ta- 
rious public funds, in addition to private subscriptions, we 
have been enabled to extend relief to more than 600 fami«> 
lies, comprising considerably above 3000 souls ; and, with 
the additional j^lOO/iotp to be applied from the donation 
entrusted by the Committee to my disposal, I have hopes we 
may be able to continue our aid, till, without any injurious 
consequences, the poor may enter on the consuniptiou of the 
rising crops. 

A plan has occurred to me, which I beg permission to sub- 
mit for consideration. It seems desirable, not merely to re- 
lieve present distress, but, so far as our ability extends, to 
prevent its future recurrence. Now, in a country so much 
peopled as this, and without any thing like an adequate sup- 
ply of agricultural employment, it is obvious that the great 
desideratum must be, the introduction of some manufacture, 
our great Irish staple manufacture above all others. Now, 
though much cannot be directly done towards the effecting 
of this great object, by the expenditure of i^lOO, it strikes 
me that, indirectly, and as introductory to further exertiod, 
that expenditure may be productive of incalculable advantage. 
"What I would propose is, to procure and distribute a num- 
ber of spinning-wheels, and a proportionate supply of reels ; 
the very manufacturing of these articles, which shoQld be car- 
ried on in this immediate district, or, at all events, within 
the county of Limerick, would, in itself, he most beneficial 
to several poor, industrious, and deserving families. The 
wheels I would give exclusively to those (and they constitute 
a large proportion of our poor) who rent small portions of 
ground, in which they might grow flax; and each gift of a 
wheel I would accompany with a small quantity of flax-seed. 
The wheel, I am persuaded, ought, in the present state of 
our population, rarely, if ever, to be given without soma 
such accompaniqient. In the recently-published ^' Report 
of the Irish Board of Health^" there is a very sensible obser- 
vation by Lady Glengall ; that ^' it is of no use to give out 
wheels, as most of the trustees of the Linen Board do ; for 
they are left idle three-fourths of the year, for want, among 
the poor, of the means of buying flax, and also, from having 
no market ^ablished for the sale of yarn." The latter ob- 
jection is local : it does not, altogether, hold good in this 
country ; and so far as it does, it might, with due manage- 
ment, be obviated. As to the former, and more considerable 
of these difficulties, it may, I conceive, be met more advan- 
tageously by a gift of ftax-seed, than by a gift of flax. lijlax 
be^en^ the poor will he made dependant on a similar gift 

p2 
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from year to year : the gift being wboUy gratultonsi, atid 
complete without exertion on the part of the poor^ will call 
forth no activity to supply itis failure. After a year or two, be* 
fiides, the poor would be apt to consider it rather as a prescript 
tive right, than as a voluntary favour : if it be, at any time, 
withheld, they will too probably account themselves injured, 
and resent as a wrong the mere cessation of a bounty. But, 
however this may be, the ceasing of the gift will imply the ceas- 
ing of their industry. Not so, where seed is supplied to them. 
•In this case, the gift is mingled with their own labour, and, 
•without that labour, would be wholly unproductive. They 
are thus induced to contribute so much from themselves to 
the preparation of the article, that, in the next year, the 
-application of a part of their earnings to purchase flax-seed, 
.will be felt as a very slight additional expense : such a gift 
.will stimulate, instead of superseding, the industry and en- 
.terprise of the male cottager f while it will go, less directly, 
but more powerfully, and more permanently, than the sup- 
ply of grown flax, to feed the spinning-wheel of the femak. 
.This, to. me, appears a very important consideration. la 
.Ireland, we have much of the helplessness of despondency ; 
' and the nicety is, to aflbrd just sufficient stimulus to excite 
hope, without superseding labour ; and, by exciting hope, 
> to implant habits of cheerful activity. No mistake', I con- 
.ceive, can be practically more mischievous, than the bene- 
volent error of bestowing, (except in cases of extended cala- 
mity and If ant, which, like the present emergency, speak 
for themselves) the direct rather than the indirect ; the iwa- 
nufactured rather than the raw materials of comfort, or even 
; of industrious employ ment. A shilling earned by honest self- 
. exertion, is better than a guinea gratuitously bestowed. The 
latter, indeed, instead of a benefit, is, most commonly, a 
: serious injury. . And what I say of money, I would say, ex- 
:cept in rare and peculiar ■ cases, of meat, drink, and rai- 
.ment. It is surely better to give people the me^ns of supply- 
ing their own wants, than to supply those wants for thein. 
To say the very least, the latter mode has no progress in it : 
what we give to-day^ we must give to-morrow; and soon, 
^ad infinitum. Food^ and blankets^ and fuel will not generate 
wheels; but wheels will generate fuel, blankets, iand food. 
. Several ladies of my acquaintance have given out flax to be 
.£pup at a daily hire, and have^themSelves afterwards disposed 
of. the manufactured yam. This has^ usually, been a great 
.temporary advantage to the poor of their neighbourhoods; 
•hut it CQntains mot the: seeds of any lasting and. general im- 
proveftient of: the condition of our poor* On :tiie contrary, 
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tbe plan has within it the materials of its own destruction^ 
The yam so manufactured, is commonly sold at a loss ; and' 
the benevolence, even of the most benevolent, is so tired oqt 
hy a continuance of this losing trade, that it seeks other and 
more promising channels in which to move, and the poor are^ 
IB the end, left in a worse condition, than that in which they 
were found. The truth is, the poor work heartlessly in all 
factitious employments. They work their best, only when" 
they work for then^selves, and of themselves. The gift of a 
wheel, and the gift of a small portion of flax-seed, will en- 
gage a poor family in industry ;' and that labour^ which, to 
a benevolent lady patroness, would be worse than unpro- 
ductive, will to the cottager be a source of sure, though at 
the commencement, and till some dexterity has been acquired^ 
of small profit : still, however, not so small, as to preclude a 
continuance of the labour from whence it was derived; while 
the increase of gain, arising from increase of skill, will be a 
growing stimulus to increase of industry. 

I would, however, be far from discouraging the helping 
hand of the rich, In the progress of this industry. In the re- 
pprt already cited, Lady Glengall insists much, and justly, 
01^ the importance and utility of spinnings-schools. In this 
parish, the present means are wanting, to form such an 
establishment. * But we have other, and, perhaps, superior 
advantages, which seem to indicate this as a most suitable 
place for the .commencement of a limited experimental plan. 
Some years ago, the Chamber of Commerce of the city of 
Limeiick, built here a very complete scutching-mill, with 
two comfortable slated houses ; the one, a residence for the 
conductor of the mill ; the other, a store-house for the re- 
ception of flax. Both mill and houses, however, are at pre- 
sent, and for some time have been, unfortunately idle ; the 
funds of the Chamber of Commerce not enabling them to pay 
a sufficient salary to a properly-qualified superintendent. 
These buildings, however inefficient just now, may, I con- 
ceive, become the foundation of much future good. If^ by. 
any means, the Chamber of Commerce were enabled to 
transplant, and support, an industrious and iutelligent fa- 
mily from the north of Ireland, possessing the necessary skill' 
and experience, the husband might superintend the scutch- 
ing-mill, and the wife might be a spinning-mistress to the fe- 
male children and young women of the parish. A small sum 
to defray the expense of premiums, in wheels and flax-seed,' 
to the best spinners, would be a great additional advantage. 
On this point I speak with difficulty ; but, as the thought 
hai occurred, I dare not venture to suppress rt ; and, reiy- 
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ing on the indulgence of the Committee, I throw it out for 
consideration, whether, if there should remain,' after pro- 
viding for the present exigencies of the Irish poor, any over- 
plus of their funds, a portion of that surplus might not be 
most beneficially employed, in some such manner, as I haye 
taken the liberty of suggesting. The fitness of Abington for 
an experiment of this kind appears, as I have already inti- 
mated, from the existence here of an apparatus, which needs 
only a little money to set it, and keep it at work. On other 
grounds too, it possesses a reconimendation which has already 
operated largely in its favour. The Committee have been in- 
duced, as they kindly say,* by certain public statements, to 
think well of my humble exertions. But those exertions 
would, assuredly, have been of little avail, had they not 
been met, or, I might more truly say, elicited^ by the good 
dispositions and good conduct of my poor parishioners. In 
apportioning, therefore, the present bounty of the Com«> 
mi t tee, I shall take the liberty of stating, that it comes from 
London as a special token of approbation, and as a reward 
for the exemplary peaceableness of the people of Abington. 
And, I am confident, this simple statement will go far to^ 
wards perpetuating and extending the spirit which now hap- 
pily prevails among us/ The value of such a spirit, the 
events of every day are teaching me to prize more deeply. 
In other, and neighbouring parishes, the worst outrages 
were, in the coursf of last winter, repeatedly perpetrated; 
and tlie unhappy dispositions which dictated those outragea 
are, t am sorry to say, by no means worn out. In such a 
time, it is much to have the population of a large^ district 
ready and willing to support the laws, and keep out bad in- 
truders. During last winter, the services in this way, of 
the parishioners of Abington, were invaluable. Bordering 
upon, and, in part, embracing a chain of mountains, which 
separates the counties of Limerick and Tipperary, which 
abounds in fastnesses and impenetrable retreats, and which 
opens to the public disturber a communication with the. most 
inflammable parts of the pounty of Tipperary ^ this parish may 
be said to have stood between the living and the ^ead, and 
staid tKe plague. Such services, I humbly thinks have fairly 
earned the peculiar distinction shown by the London Com- 
mittee. And, if I am permitted to dispose of the remaining 
j^lOO, in the distribution of wheels and flax-seed, I conr 
ceive it may be so done, as to make a lasting and most salu- 
tary impression. The simultaneous dispersion of so many 
implements of mdustry, an event unprecedented in the ^^ an- 
nals of the parish," will powerfully im.press ^ur imoit im- 
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4)ressib1e people; and, when they are led to regard this 
bounty as the reward of good conduct, known and ap- 
proved at a distance, thej will be influenced bj it an hun- 
dred fold. So loYig ai^ the wheels remain, (and this will, in 
many cases, be for twenty or thirty years,) the fact cannot 
•be forgotten. But the tradition of it will remain much 
longer ; and it may not be unreasonable to suppose, this tra- 
* dition will carry down with it the germs of loyalty and grati- 
' tude to generations yet unborn. Thus much for the disposal 
of the money so kindly placed in my hands. As to the 
larger scheme, it may perhaps be^within the power of the 
London Committee, before they close their raluable and 
most benerolent labours, i^ lay the first solid foundation of 
the linen manufacture in the south qf Ireland. 



From Clareville, County o/LimericJcy 
dated ^7 th July, 1822. 

I wish, also, tcf lay before the Coramittqe, for their con- 
sideration, the advantages likely to result from the appropria- 
tion of a sum of money to be applied to the purchase of Linen 
Looms to be given to poor weavers, who are not able to pro- 
vide the like, and by which they are prevented from earning 
a livelihood for themselves and families, and thereby are 
thrown a burthen on society ; the advantages resulting from 
this would not be confined to the weaver and his family : it 
would extend to a much wider range ; for every weaver fully, 
employed works up a material which has given employment 
to at least six times the extent of hjs own^ I mean in point of 
number of hands; so that the consequence of one weaver being 
kept at work, is, that at least seven hands gain constant em- 
ployment, and this is without taking into account the assist- 
ance which the weaver's own family nlways affords him in 
preparing his yam for the loom, &c. I believe there are 
some poor weavers who possess a loom, and have not the means 
of purchasing the material to keep' it at work ; the fund 
might be made applicable to such cases also, as well as to 
' some who .might require both. To illustrate my argument by 

• fact, I lent a poor weaver about two years ago j£d, and 
afterwards became security to the public loan for a similar 
sum, by which means he was enabled to support his family 

.comfortably; he now keeps three looms at work, and he 
.lately told roe, and I have good reason to ^believe it to he 
■ true, that he had about J^40 of his owii earnings as a capital 

• then in his business. 
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Froni the Rco. John Yeats, Drumcliffey County of 
\ ... Sligo, July 31, 1822. 

The spinning and manufacture of wool, as proposed by 
your secretary's letter of last night, would be highly useful — 
.too much cannot be done in this way — I have already ex- 
perienced the good effects of spinning, it affords for a given 
time more employment than any other, work, and what is 
earned will generally be in proportion to the number of the ^ 
family. 



From the Rev, Thomas Mahon, Newport, County of 

Mayo, August 3, 1822. 

I will take the liberty of mentioning to the Committee 
the case of a class of poor sufferers, whose misery will not 
cease even from the abundant harvest now promised — ^iiame- 
)y, poor weaver's and artisans who from distress were obliged 
to dispose of their entire stock in trade, value from £*i lOs.' 
to ^3 ; they have no potatoes planted, and are solely de- 
pendant on the-market for their provision, and being deprived 
of the usual mgde of earning, must perish for want wheii 
the present gratuitous relief ceases to be afforded them. 
If either by loan, or otherwise, the price of yam suflicrent 
for a web could be afforded to those poor sufferers, they 
would be enabled to support themselves and families by 
.weaving, and thus be placed on a level with the cottagers 
who have their crops to resort, to. 



From Major General Bourke, Limerick, 
August Sth, 1822. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the third instant, which I laid before this Com* 
mitee. They have received, with the greatest pleasure, the 
assurances it contains that the arrangements adopted by 
them have been satisfactory to the Committee of Londou. 
But I beg to observe, that neither to myself as an individual, 
nor to this Commihee as a^body, are any thanks due for 
the part we have taken in the relief of aur suffering country* 



in'en. It would have been extrterdink^j, if, when ihd 
whole English nation stretched forth their hands to relieve 
us^ and when a Committee, composed of such eminent per- 
sons, devoted their valuable time to administer to our ne- 
cessities, it would bare been strange indeed if anj co->ope« 
ration in this chantable deed bad been wanting on our 
side. 

This Committee duly appreciate the benevolent spirit 
which dictated the letter I am directed to reply to, and they 
will thankfully receive from their English benefactors, the 
means of affording some increase of comfort to the very 
miserable peasantry of this county. If, during the late 
period of distress, the contributions from England have been 
thrown into one common stock with those of the Irish go- 
vernment, neither this Committee, nor the sufferers who 
have been relieved, have failed to distinguish between the 
spontaneous efforts of private benevolence, and the duty 
which every government owes to the people who have en- 
trusted their affairs to its management. 

On the mode in which the benevolent intentions of your 
Committee can most advantageously be carried into effect, 
and some increase of comfort, some permanent advantage 
be procured for the inhabitants of those districts where dis- 
tress has so lately been exhibited in its most alarming form, 
I have, in compliance with your wishes, to offer the follow* 
ing remarks. 

The subject is one of no small difficulty ; and, after much 
consideration, this Committee has directed me to state their 
opinion, that the employment of the poor, by the encourage- 
ment of some manufacture, offers the fairest chance of im- 
mediate, as well as future benefit. The linen manufacture 
is obviously that which should meet with this encouragement. 
Our local knowledge enables us to point out the mode of 
affording it. The offer of a bounty, however considerable,^ 
would probably not have the desired effect, at least, no im- 
mediate effect: to relieve the ignorant and desponding pea- 
santry of this county, it will be necessary to conduct them 
Btep by step ; to supply the spinners with wheels and flax, 
and to take from them the thread as fast as it is spun, paying 
them immediately the price of their labour. In this wayj^ 
and in no other, (forisome time at least,) will they be brought' 
to work : but in a family where there are one or two spin- 
ners, the weekly receipt of from sixpence to one shilling 
and sixpence, will not only procure a considerable increase 
of comfort to the industrious of this poor country, but will 
induce the idle and profligate t^ turn to a better course of 
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Kfe. Te effect this mode of TelleTing and betfering the 
poor, it i* obyiousjy necessary to appoint on« or two charif^ 
table persons in every parish or district, to give owt ih« 
irbeels and flax^ and to receiTe the thread and pay for it 
when spun. This thread, if not sold to weavers in the iin<^ 
inediate neighbourhood of its production^ may bie seat to the 
Linen Hall in Limerick, where it will meet a market. .The 
anaount received for thread is to be immediately re-invested 
in flax^ to be given out and manufactured as before. Here 
It may be necessary to state, what I have discovered by ex* 
perience, that in order to give sufficient encouragement to 
tl>€ spinner, sonii^ loss, will be- inctirred in this traffic. I 
bave, since Christmas last, employed from frfty to seventy 
irptnners, in the manner pointed out ; and though the price 
I have paid for spinning has not been more than sufficient to 
produce threepence per day to 3 good spinnef^ giving up her 
whole day to i( ; or more thaa half that to the mother of a 
family, much of whose time is otherwise occupied^ yet I 
bave incurred a loss of full seven per cent, by the trade, or, 
in other words, when I have received £lO0 for. thread sold 
at the Linen Hall, the raw material and manufactare havt 
cost me £\07, This loss^ in the infancy of the manufactiire, 
la not surprising: when the women shall hav« attained 
greater proficiency in the art. they will be able to produce a 
greater quantity of thread daily, so as to increase their gains, 
and the profit of their employer; and when the .manofaetore 
ahall have reached this degree of perfection, it may then be 
ndvisable to withdraw all factitious aid, and leave the bnsi- 
Bess to its natural course. 

The I^ndon Committee will perceive that I bave carried 
the manufacture no further than the production of thread. 
It would be too troublesome and too hazardous a speculatioik 
io employ weavers in the same manner it is proposed to do 
with spinners. But the best-informed merchants assure o^, 
ihat, let the thread be produced in what quantities it may, 
R sale will always be found for it^ and the loonifi kept at 
fiovk in weaving it. 

I have thought it necessary to trouble you with this long 
detail, as the subject may be new to the London Committee, 
ind further, to show them that we have considered the. mat- 
ter in all its bearings. It remains to state the amount of 
assistarrce which may be required to carry this project into 
effect generally through the county. We have calculated 
that the sum of ^,500 will enable this Committee to set 
above two thousand new wheels at work, and to provide flax 
lor many of those idle for want of this encouragement*, {nrthis 
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18 included a sum for reels and hackles, and for providing a 
few looms, in those districts where they^ may be wanting* 
All these implements (hackles excepted) can be made up here 
witK advantage ; the wheels at 7s. each, the reels, at 10s. 6d. 
looms at £3 10s. Flax will probably be bought through {he 
Season at an average of ds. the.stppe of 141bs. 

The knowledge which this Committee have obtained of 
the characters and dispositions of the several local Commit- 
tees of the. county, by the active correspondence they have 
lately kept up through its whole extent, will enable them to 
select proper persons to manage and promote this project for 
the encouragement of the manufacture of thread in their 
respective districts; nor do they despair of obtaining (in 
some places at least) some pecuniary assistance to the under- 
taking. 

It will, perhaps,, be proper to state to the London Com- 
mittee, that the promotion of industry, and the improvement 
of agriculture and manufactures in the county, are the ob- 
jects for. which this Committee was originally appointed, 
early in the month of May last. The relief of the poor in 
the late trying season was subsequently entrusted to our care, 
and; has. totally occupied our time. It will be most grati- 
fying to us to.be enabled to turn our efforts towards the 
ends of our original institution ; and with a power of pro- 
moting them, which we could never have hoped to obtain 
from the unassisted subscriptions of our resident and ab- 
sentee gentry. 

As the London Committee may have heard of the Linen 
Board of Ireland,< it is necessary to state, that, except by 
the recommendation which we understand was made to 
Government, to distribute one thousand barrels of flax-seed, 
gratis, in this and the neighbouring counties, at a late period 
ol the season, this county has, in the memory of the Com- 
mittee, received .no benefit from the institution. The trus- 
tees are all persons of ministerial appointment, and it has 
not happened that a single trustee has been selected from 
the inhabitants of this county, so that it has remained friend- 
less and unassisted. 

With respect to the clothing, which it is probable will be 
placed at the disposal of the London Committee, the distri- 
bution of some of the coarser and warmer articles would be 
of incalculable i)enefit to many of our poor. In another way, 
also, xlothing may be obtained for many of those; now in 
great want of it, and at no very expensive rate. When the 
distress, occasioned l^y the failu^f of the potatoe crap, wa^ 
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begidhlug to be felt^ in the last spriog, miny persons' pawbej 
%\ke. articles of dress least necessary in warm weather, and 
even their bed-clothes, to procure present subsistence. li 
is to be feared many of these poor creatures will never be 
able to redeem the pledged property^ In such cases, to 
recover jt for. the unhappy proprietor, would be an act of 
most usefi|l charity. 

. The manufacture for hornie consumption ^of coarse woollen 
frize for men, and flaunel for women's petticoats, was, until 
lately, very flourishing in this county. Old chthesy import- 
ed from Londpn, have, unhappily, superseded the use of 
the warm and decent frize, and given to our peasants in the 
neighbourhood of Limerick, in their flimsy and fashionable 
habiliments, the appea.rance of pickpockets or servants out 
of place. If the Committee had the means, they would 
willingly endeavour, by a small bounty, to revive the ma- 
nufacture of frize, and beat the old clothes out of the 
market. 

I have to apologize for the length to which this letter has 
extended. I have been anxious to give the Committee the 
fullest information on the points referred. If I have omit«« 
ted any thing they may desire to know, I shall feel happy 
in being able to satisfy their future enquiries. 



* 

Letter to Major-General Richard Bourke^ ChairrAan 
. of the Distress Committee for the County ofLtimerick* 

Linen Board, September 20th, 18^2. 
Sir, 

Forgive the liberty that I take in addressing you,' 
through the medium of a printed letter, and believe me that 
I do so with the most sincere respect for your private cha* 
racter, a thorough sense of your many estimable qualities in 
social life, and above all, a cordial admiration of the apttve 
and useful manner, in which you have discharged the irapor-> 
tant duties that have lately devolved upon you, as Chairman 
pf the Distress-Committee for the County of Limerick* 

In this latter character you have recently made a pablic 
communication to the Committee for Irish Relief sitting in- 
London, and virhen I t^e leave to remonstrate with yoii> 
upon the terms in which you have described to the English 
people, in that paper, an establishment, to which I belong--*- 
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the Linen Board of Ireland— it is, because I am sensible 
that any representation you make npon the subject of your 
own country, must, from your late services to her, carry 
with it considerable influence in England. 

The passage in your communication, to which I solicit 
your attention, is as follows : 

"As the London Committee may have heard of the Linen 
" Board of Ireland, it is necessary to state, that, except by 
** the recommendation which we understood was made to 
^ Go?ernment to distribute one thousand barrels of F!ax- 
'^ seed, gratis, in this and the neighbouring counties, at a 
*^ late period of the season, this county hasy in the memorjf 
*^ of the Committee y received no benefit from that institution, 
^ The Trustees are all persons of ministerial appointment \ 
" and it has not happened that a single Trustee has been 
" selected from the inhabitants of this county, so that it has 
'^ remained /r/e?K//e5* unAuriassisted*^ 

That the Members of our Board may be said to be 
^ persons of ministerial appointment ^^^ is in some nteasure 
true, because we are appointed by the warrant of the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, bat do you mean to hifer from thence, 
that our body is composed alone of *' ministerial persons .**• 
Surely it cannot be unknown to you, that some of the most 
distinguished Members of the Opposition in both Houses of 
Parliament are to be found among the most active members 
of our Board. To say '^ it has not happened that a single 
^* Trustee has been selected from the inhabitants of your 
*^ county,'V even if the fact were so, amounts to nothing, 
because every member of our Board is required, by the 
nature of his trust, to promote the extension of the manufac- 
ture over which he presides, in eVery part of Ireland, but if 
you conceive the interests of the Linen Trade of the county 
of Limerick can only be protected by the Lord Lieutenant 
appointing to our Board " an inhabitanV^ of )9ur county. 
His Excellency could not find a more suitable member than 
yourself, or the excellent representative of your city, Mr. 
Thomas Spring Rice, and few circumstances could give me 
more hearty pleasure than .to see either of you, on the first 
Vacancy, taking your place beside me here. 

The main point, however, of your statement, against which 
I mean to remonstrate, is contained in these few words: — 
*' This County has^ in the memory of the Committee j received 
^' ntf b€nefif from that Institution — so that it has remained 
^ frJendless and unuemted,^* 
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Saffer me to n^ention to joa soraecircarastances, that i am 
Bare were unknown to you, at the time jou gare the autho- 
rity of your name to this statement. . 

The Linen Trade of each of the four provinces of Ireland 
is under the care of an Inspector General employed in the 
service of the Board, who is hound to inquire into^ and 
report to us, the wants and wishes of those who are con-^ 
cerned in it, and each county of the province has a local 
Impector in it, who is required io attend all markets and 
fairs where linen jmd yarn are exposed to public sale, fof' 
the purpose of enforcing every legislative reguhition con- 
nected with the welfare of the trade. The Reports of a 
former Inspector -General for your province, Mr. John- 
Arbuthnot, and some from the ofhcer wh<> fills the situation 
at present, Mr. Peter Besnard, will show that the attention 
of the Gentlemen of the county of Limerick, has been often 
called to the tillage of Flax, and the extension of the Linen 
manufacture in that county. 

There is reason to apprehend that some error of opinion 
has gone abroad with respect to the comparative eiicoarage- 
meet given by our Board to the trade in the Norths and the" 
SftiUh of Ireland. Among those who are unacquainted with 
the facts, it has been said, that the province of Uliter has 
alone received encouragement by the distribution of utensils, 
while the province of Munster has been neglected. The fol- 
lowing account, taken from a late Parliamentary document, 
will- show how much that opinion is at Variance from the fact. 



<< Payments made by the Linen Board of Ireland for imple- 
<^ ments of the Linen Manufacture, distributed through 
^'Ulster and Munster^ in the following years. 

" Year ended «h January, 1818, \^^ ^JJ 

I 

Ig.g (Ulster, 291 IS -S 

' (Munster, 524 10 8 

1820, \^'^''': 

' (Munster 



63 5 10 
552 2 



,«a, (Ulster, 443 2 9 

^^*' (Munster, 712 19 3 

icaa (Ulster, 1,411 

^^^^> ^Mimrter, 1,831 4 



1 
3 
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Th^re is an annual grant of ^3,000 made bj oar Board 

for the purchase of looms, ivh^Is, and reels^^ which are 

equally divided between our Members, and distributed bj 

them indiouluallif wherever they think proper* What pi:o- 

portion of |hose utensils, if any,, may have gone, into the 

County of Limerick, is not to my present purpose, inasmuch 

as I wish to confine myself to the acts of our Hoard collect 

tivelyj which can alone determine 6ur disposition towarcb 

your county. I pass over therefore any reference to that' 

grant. I pass over too the different Premium 'Sheets that 

we have published, seeking '^ to rouse the attention of the 

'^ Farmers, and landed Proprietors of the South, to the gr-eat 

^^ benefits to be derived from tiie cultivation of Flax and 

^^ Hemp, in MunUer, I also pass over our efforts to recoin- 

^' mend the exertions of a Committee in the County of Cork, 

^^ as an example worthy to be followed throughout the Pfo- 

** vince of Mumler^'^ and our resolution, '' to give every 

^^ aid in our power to such exertions, wherever they shall 

^ appear." I pass over, too, our different communicatieml^ 

with the Government on this subject, expressive of oar 

an&iety ^^ to extend the Linen and Yarn Trade to the Pro- 

^^ vinces of Leiuster, Mnnster, and Connaught, whene the 

^^ resident gentry have lately l^egun to second our eudea- 

^^ vours with a cordial activity," stating che reductions we 

have made in different branches of our expenditure to collect 

the means of effecting this objeict. I pass, in short, over everjr 

thing calculated to show the desire of our Board to promote 

the Trade in the South of Ireland generally^ and come ^ 

once to view the account of our assistance to the Coumlg 

qf Limerkk alone, which you have stated to the peopled 

Fngiand, to have remained '' friendless ^ and unassistelL*' 



Suppose we take up this account for the last five years : 

The Salary we pay to the Inspector ^General of your Pro- 
vince we cannot bring into account^ so far as regards your 
particular county. His services, whatever they may have 
been, we must leave to you to appreciate. Mr. Jamet 
Fisher^ junior, a gentleman of your County en/s^aged in t\kt 
Linen Trade, speaking of this officer before a Committee of 
the House of Commons, says, ^^ I can bear strong testimori^ 
^' to the advantage resulting from the occasional visits of the 
^' Inspector 'Gener(d J* 
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•^ £ t. d. 

We have had for the last five years, and have 
now, SL local Inspector in your county, at a 
salary of £40 per annum, that is 200 

Of this officer the same Merchant thus ex* 
pressed himself to the same Committee — " Our 
** Limerick Yarn -Market is well conducted 
^* since the Trade began to wear a character 
" of importance through the exertions of ouf 
^} Counts/ Inspector. ^^ 

We made to the Chamber of Commerce- in 
< Limerick, two separate grants of £l00 each, 

- for the interior Machinery of Flax Sctttch- 
' Mills, upon the horizontal principle, so much 

- in use among the Scotch. The proceedings 
of our Board record their^ ackno^^ledgments 

• upon that occasion ' SOO 

We placed at the disposal of that Body, for 

' three years, a Flax-Scutcher, from Scotland, • • 

- to give instruction in the use of those mills, 
' to whom we paid, in that period, for salary 

' and travelling expenses 23S * 7 3 

We gave to the jsame body 50 Wheels and 10 

- Reels, for general distribution, value 32 10 -0 

We also gave to them % sets of Flax-Hackles, 

• atj£4aset « 

To the same body, we lately gave, towards 

enabling them to erect a Linen-Calender, a 

'. sum of 1 ..... . 80 

And -to sundry individuals in your County we 
have granted, generally within this period, 
•the following implements : 

134 Wheels, at about 12s. a Wheel 71 W 6 

And 96 Reels and Runners, at 6s. 28 10 

£877 b '9 

■■■ 

■^ 1 1 Ill ' — . ^ ■ -^ - ^- , , ^ ^ • ■ . - 

• At a Meeting of the Directors of the Chamber. of Comm^roe <^ 

Limerick, held on the S5th of October, 1817, 

<< Resolved, — ^That the best thanks of the Chamber of ComBQpoe be 
siven to the Trustees of the Linen and Hempen Manufactuieadf Ireland^ 
ror their liberal Grant^of an Apparatus, so likely to improve a bnmidi ol 
Trade to which this immediate neighbourhood and County ace %o pdco^ 
liarly adapted. 

<' Resolved, — That this Body will co-operate to the utmost of their 
power in forwarding the liberal intentions of the Linen Board, to pro- 
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The evidence of Mr. James Fisher, upon the subject of 
the Linen Trade of yoar County, taken before the Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, acknowledges the advan- 
tages derived from these grants, bat declares at the same 
time, that, in his opinion, thej are quite insufficient to meet 
the wants of the trade. I believe so too, and it is much to 
be lamented that the means of our Board are not proportion- 
ate to the large demands of the South on us, so that allper* 
MOM might be satisfied. 

But to a question and answer in that evidence, you must 
allow me to appeal against the testimony that you have given- 
on the subject of our establishment : — 

'' Q. Then you, as a manufacturer and as an individual, 
^^ who have turned your uttention to the subject, have no 
^^ hesitation in giving it as your opinion, that the notice of 
'^ the Linen Board has been of very considerable advantage 
<< to the Trade in the South of Ireland ?"— ^< A. Decidedly." 

The Public Boards of Ireland are not in much favor with 
the public men of England at the present moment. Be their 
faults what they may, they should not be exaggerated to our 
neighbours by any gratuitous act of injustice proceeding 
from'Ottrselveii. The Establishment of which I here speak 
has been lately the subject of Inquiry before a Committee 
of the House of Commons, but upon any thing contained 
In the Report of that Committee, which gives, by the bye, 
a more favorable account of us than is to be collected from 
your letter, I do not mean to say one word ; nor shall I enter 
farther into our defence. ■ ■ * 

Saffer me, however, before I conclude, to entreat your 
prompt interposition with the London Committee. Disabuse 
their minds of the effects of your late representation, and 
assure them, that from, a better knowledge of the factSy the 
efforts of the County of Liroerick, to Introduce there, the 
useful branch of public industry, over which we preside, do 
not nam appear to yen, to have been altogether ''friendless 
^ 9aid unassisted J' 

Although I bftve the pleasure of your personal acquaint* 
ance, I prefer subscribing my-self, as I have already stated^ : 

A Memi^r of tbe Lincn Board of Ireland. 

mote in this part of the County the Staple Manufacture of Ireland, aiid 
thereby to provide employment for a portion of- our numerous and i|idi- 

'^ Ke8olved,-^lliat our iPresidentbe requested to transmit' a Coj[^y of 
these Resolutions to James Corry, Esq. the Secretary of the Linen BcMtrd. 

" JOHN CARROLL, Secretary." 
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From Major-General Bourke, Limerick^ 
. . Wh October, 1822. 

HaTtDg been called upon by 8 member of the Linen Beard 
in a pabHc letter, to correct an error into which he com- 
pliuns 1 have fallen, and to lay before the London Com- 
mittee a representation upon the subject of the Linen Board 
of IreUtnd, different from that contained in niy letter to yoa 
of the 8t|i August last, I think I cannot act more fairly by 
my unknown and friendly correspondent, and the Board ii 
which he subscribes himself a member, than by enclosing to 
you a copy of his letter, together with such remarks on its 
contents as appear to me necessary for the complete eiuci* 
dation of the subject. 

' Dr. Johnson, I belieye, somewhere obsenres on the sub- 
ject of misrepresentation, '^ If I say that an orchard has do 
apples, and that some groping fellow afterwards- disceven 
two or three under the trees, am I to be accused of UMsre- 
presentation ?" But tor proceed to the matter in question* 
I obsenred in my letter of the 8^h of August, with respect 
to' the Linen Board of Ireland, that ^' except by the recom- 
mendatioB which we understood was made to GoTemment 
to distribute 1000 barrels of flax-seed gratis in this and the 
neighbouring counties, at a late period of. the season, this 
coanty has, in the memory of the Committee, received no 
benefit from that institution. The .Trustees are all persons 
of ministerial appointment, and it has not happened that a 
single Trustee has been selected from the inhabitants of this 
county." I am free to. confess that at the time I wrote this 
paragraph, I was n6t aware that the machinery of the Scotch 
Mills lately set up in this county, and valued at ^§300, in 
the account furnished by my unknown friend, had be^ 
granted by the Linen Board to the Limerick Chamber of 
Commerce. This latter body having expended above ^^800 
•upon these mills, and having at all times appeared iiot only 
a3 the promoters and directors,, hut as the actual founders of 
the mill-scutching process in this county, I had unwarily but 
naturally taken up the idea that the whole cost of the work 
had been defrayed by their funds. The introduction of 
mill-scutching will, I am convinced, be a benefit to the 
county, and any cmitribution, however smaU, to such an 
improvement, should be thankfully received and iudmow* 
ledged* ' 
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When I mentioned' the lAtieh Board in toy leltter to the 
London Committee^ I felt, and I still feel, that the beneficial 
influence of that institution has been very impeffectly ex- 
perienced in this county. This I mainly attribute to the 
want of resident Trustees ; and this being' the point at issue 
between my unknown friend and me, I will take the liberty 
briefly to explain to you, Sir, the constitution of the Linen 
Beard, ta the imperfections of which^ and nOt to any dere«* 
liction of duty on the part of the eminent persons who com« 
poee it, I attribute the want of encouragement which the 
oMinufacturers of linen have experienced in this county. 

The Trustees of the Linen Board of Ireland are, as I 
stated, persons of ministerial appointment, being usually 
selected and named from amongst the friends of the Grovem* 
ment, by the Lord: Lieutenant and Secretary of the day ;' 
and I hare heard it observed, that these appointments are 
objects of particular solicitude. There are a certain num* 
ber named for each of the four provinces of Ireland, and as 
vacancies occur in the list of each province, they are filled 
tip without ady regard, as it should seem, to the connection 
of the Trustee with the province for which he is named ; 
faence it becomes a matter of uncertainty whether any given 
county oi the kingdom, however lai^e or populous, 'shall 
bave a Trustee in anywise interested in its welfare, or rather 
who is not more interested in the welfare of some other 
district. Without meaning the slightest disparagement to 
the Lioen Board, it may not pediaps be too much t^ say, 
that the concerns of the district which is fully and fairly 
represented, are most likely io be carefully managed ^ and 
•that vice versa^the county which has no friend at the h{oard 
may, in the course of time, sufler from that circumstance. 
A county so situated is likely to be made sensible of its for# 
lorn condition, not only by the general arrangement of- the 
Board, but by being deprived of that share of encouragement 
and bounty which each individual Trustee has the power of 
affording. By the constitution of the Linen Board each 
Trustee is allowed annusdly J^41. lOs. to procure looms, 
wheels, and reels, to be disposed of wherever he pleases* It 
is not- unnatural to suppose that the/ Trustee resident in 
Londonderry for instance, will be more in(;lined to give his 
wheels amongst his tenants and poor neighbours in that 
county, than to send them to Limerick for distribution ; and 
'bowever mj unknown friend may undervalue this eleemosy- 
■nary grant of iroplemeots^ itrappears from the evidence 'of a 
Noble Marquis before a select Committee of the House of 

«2 



844 Oir THE MNSN MANUFACTUBE. 

G>inmons on the Linen Trade in the last sessions, that the 
adyantage of these grants is very considerable even to those 
districts of Which his Lordship speaks, where the linen m»- 
nufactare has been long and shccessfullj established. The . 
Marquis of Downshire sajs, that '^ the gratuitoos distribn* 
tion of wheels b j the Trustees of the Linen Board, ensures 
their distribution among persons' properly qnalifi^ to use 
them ; that it is very useful to his tenants. That to a poor 
woman, or a poor family containing a number of daaghtefs, 
the haying two or three wheels in each house is a verjr great 
advantage to the trade, because there is a. great quantity of 
yarn manufactured by them." Of how much greater im- 
portance must such a grant be to a county where the nnura* 
facture is but in its infancy, where its advantages are scarcely 
felt, and where it requires the fostering care of ail who are 
anxious for its success to make even the smallest progress to- 
wards perfection. But let this subject be exanuused from 
the account of my unknown friend. He states that in ije 
years the Linen Board granted 290 wheels and reels to the 
county and city of Limerick. This is an average annual 
grant of 58. Now the annual grant to each Trustee is io 
money ^41. 10s. for which sum a Trustee resident in this 
county, and willing as it may fairly be supposed to encou- 
rage the linen trade in his vicinity, might procure and distri- 
. bute amongst his tenants and poor neighbours 120 good 
wheals and reels, or more than twice as many as the' collec- 
tive bounty of the whole Linen Board has dispensed to this 
coupty .for each of the five last years. Under this one head 
of implements therefore it is evident, that the coanty Iqses 
considerably by having to depend upon the liberality of the 
entire body of absentee Trustees, in preference to the anxious 
paternal care of one resident4 

^* The child whom many fathers share^ 
^^ Has seldom known a father's care." 

But as my unknown friend has brought the constitntionof 
the linen Board before the public, he will excuse^ meif I 
go one step further in the matter of reform, and insist that 
with one resident Trustee this county would still be short of 
its right. There are in the Register for 1822, the n^mes of 
74^oblemen and Gentlemen Tmstees of the Linen Board. 
There are 32 counties in Ireland, supposing two to be n&med 
for each, and the remaining ten Trustees distributed one to 
each of the most populous counties. Limerick would hate 
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three Trustees ; and thus would be in the waj of obtaining 
annually, in the gift of wheels and reels alone, more than six 
times the encouragement it has had the good fortune to re- 
ceive dufing the last five years ; a period which, having been 
selected bj an advocate and member of the Board, is, I sup- 
pose, not the most unfavourable to his views. 

That by the original constitution of the Linen Board, some 
such geographical distribution of Trustees was intended, is 
I think evident, from their being still allotted to, provinces ; 
imd that a reform in the manner of nominating Trustees is 
wanting, is proved by the actual case of Limerick, and may 
be inferred from the consideration of the present state of 
Ireland. The Marquis of Downshire in his evidence be- 
fore the Committee already referred to, says, ^^ The Linen 
Board were appointed before the Union. The principal 
Nobility and Gentlemen of property were then, and have 
been ;since, nominated as Trustees. In those days bcland 
had the advantage of the residence of nearly all its landed 
proprietors. Dublin was then the resort of ail the fashion 
and all the distinction belonging to the island ; at present it 
is exactly the reverse. The greatest difficulty exists to get a 
Board, as the expression is ; very few members attend con- 
stantly, and it has not unfrequently happened, that what 
has been proposed on one day has . been rescinded on the 
pext." 

. By a careful selection of Trustees, some from amongst the 
principal linen bleachers or buyers, as the Noble Marquis 
suggests, and by allowing to every county in Ireland one or 
more resident proprietors as its, representatives at the Board, 
diuch of the evil here complained of,- would without doubt 
be. remedied. 

Having thus briefly remarked on the constitution of the 
Board, J trust my unknown friend will not take it amiss if I 
offer a few observations on the items of the account which he 
has brought in against the county of Lim^ck ; an accounjt 
which shews on the face of it, that fpr the last five years there 
has been an average annual grant of ^175. 9s. l-|d. to the 
county and city of Limerick, containii^g a population of 
280,328 persons, by a public body receiving an annual par- 
liamentary subsidy of ^1,^00 ! But let the items of this 
account be examined. First of al), we aire debited ^00 for 
the salary of a County Inspector, I am happy at having it 
in my power to say that the conduct of the officer now in 
possession has given general satisfaction ; but is his apj^oint* 
ment to be considered as a partici^lar boon for the ei^courage* 
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taent of our manufactare, or as one of those ordinary acts of 
patrcnage which the linisn Board are empowered to cxcrciseji 
and which it is asaatly not found difficult to persnade any 
Board to perform ! This officer is a part and parcel of the 
Linen Board establishment, and as well might we he cbai^d 
for our share in the Secretary and Clerks in Dublin, as with 
the salary of one of a class of officers regularly named time 
out of mind to every county in the kingdom* 

The next item of the account is the sum of ^^200 for the 
interior machinery of two scutch mills. I'he history of this 
grant is, I am informed, as follows. In consequence of a 
representation by that intelligent and zealour officer Mr. 
Inspector-iGreneral Besnard, of the exertions made- by the 
Chamber of Commerce of Limerick for the encoaragement 
of the trade, by the distributidn of wheels and reels, and by 
bounties on linens, the Board ordered one set of scutching 
machinery from Scotland^ which on arrival was -fonhd to be 
so badly executed, that the Chamber ordered the machinery 
for two mills to be made up here, for which they were re- 
imbursed by the Linen Board some time afterwards. And 
here it may be proper to observe, that the Limerick Cham- 
ber of Commerce have, in the last five' years, expended 
^894. 18s. 4-|d. on these mills, and on charges incidental to 
them. 

The next item is J§232. 7s. 3d. for three years salary and 
travelling expenses, paid to a flax scutcher from Scotland. 
I am ready to admit the merit of' good intention in the ap- 
pointment, but this was another unlucky importation. A 
grant is not always a benefit, and this distinction must, I 
apprehend, be made in this case. The fact is, the Chamber 
of Commerce found it necessary to get rid of the grant, to 
prevent the business of the mill from being totally lost. Had 
there been but one inhabitant of the county with a «eat li 
the Board, it is hardly possible that the amount of three 
years salary in this case would have appeared in the accoiintfe 
Nor is it fair to charge the amount Of the miller's services, 
such as they were, to this county alone ; during the tifeeof 
his apjpointment he was very frequently setit' by the Lmen 
Board to different parts of Mun alter, and even into Leiilster. 

On the' amount of the distribyition of wheels and reeb, I 
have alieady submitted a few remarks. I may however be 
permitted to add, that the whole expenditure for wheels and 
reels distributed by the LitVeA Board in this- county for five 
years, amounts to but £11^. 18s. 6d. In the same period 
the Chamber of Comn^erce have distributed 353 Single 
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wheels, 45. ^ooble wheels, and 70 roels, ,the cost cf which 
amoimted to £\74. 4s. 3d. ; and in premiams on linen, linmi 
yarn, flax, &c. this hodj has expended ^^308. Us. 8d. 
- The remaining hems in the account are the hackles and 
calender.: The former, a regular . appendage to , all scutch 
mills. For the latter the Chamber of Commerce applied to 
the Linen Board through Inspector*GeneTal Besnard, and 
^ obtained a grant of £80 towards that object^ the Chamber 
of Commerce undertaking to bear all the other expenses in 
building and fitting up, &c. This object has not jet been 
accomplished, nor the money received. 

I have been thus particular in stating the great exertions 
made by that very meritorious body the Limerick Chamber 
of Commerce for the encouragement of the Linen Tradie, as 
it serves to shew that for the last five years, the period 
selected by my unknown friend, there existed within th^ 
county an anxious desire to promote that trade. In addition 
to the exertions of this public body, I could name several 
individuals who have been at considerable pains to establish 
this valuable manufacture. They have in some measure 
succeeded, as the encreased activity of our market deoioU'- 
strates, but wheels, reels, and looms, are still wanting. The 
expense of procuring these implements in numbers, for jgra- 
tuitous distribution, is too heavy for individuals ; and the 
profits of the spinner as yet too trifling to induce our poor 
cottagers to make such an inroad into their small means, as 
the purchase of one wheel would occasion. Applications 
have, within my own knowledge, been made to the Linen 
Board for grants of looms and wheels, but from some cir- 
cumstance or oilkevikeif have not been generally successful. 

As the observation contained in my letter of the 8th 
August, was made solely with the view of convincing the 
London Committee that, notwithstanding the existence of 
the Linen Board of Ireland, their interference for the eh«- 
couragement of the manufacture would be neither superr 
jiuotts nor intrusive; so I beg it may be believed that the 
remarks I have now ventured to make upon the constitution 
of this body, are offered with a view to its permanent ad- 
vantage, by ahewing how it can 'be made more extensively 
useful ; and in the hope of benefiting this part of Ireland; 
which is on every account entitled to my best exertions, by 
calling the attention of the Government and Board to its 
situatioa and WiMBts. In this latter attempt I an^ but re* 
peating the sentiment of the select Committee of the House 
af, Commons, who conclude their report in these words. 
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:^< Your Committed cantiot close thui retmrt'widioni agUn 
; impressing on your consideratioa. the very great Jmpertance 
of the linen manufacture to the pro^rity of Irehmd ^:ai)4 
'that in their opinion it is the duty of the Troslees of the 
.iiinen Board, by every possible means, to extend thia mum- 
faCture to the south and West of Ireland, for -vrherever It 
has obtained a looting, industry, moral habita, eontehtmeBt, 
and tranquillity, have followed." 

I must beg leave to take this way of expressing mj wantt- 
.est acknowledgments to my unknown iriendj for the very kind 
manner in which he has been pleased to mention my humble 
attempts at being useful during the late difficult period. His 
kindness has induced him to value them much too highly. With 
respect to the subject mi^tter of his letter, however we mfty 
^differ on some points, I feel certain that we have equidty tlus 
good of our country at heart. For the benefit of the mamN 
factnre in which we are both so much interested^ my friend 
has kindly desired that I had a place beside him at- the linen 
Board, for the furtherance of the same object; but upon my 
own^culiar principle of improvememt,.! sincerely wish that 
he had a seat in this county. 

, P. S. Since I wrote the above I have learned with great 
satisfaction, that the Earl of Clare, a resident.'proprietor of 
this county, has just been appointed a trustee of the Liuen 
Board. 



From His Grace the Archbishop of Tua$n^ 

9thJugustj 1822. 

* ■ ' • • 

Last night brought me your letter of the 3d histant,: 

closing a resolution of that day passed by the Committee, tiiat 

£^00 should be placed at my disposal to be invested in the 

purchase of wheels and reels, to afiTord profitable labour to the 

women of the distressed districts immediately under ny cariK 

It will be with the greatest pleasure I shall immediately 

dispose of this sum, which your Committee has confided to 

my care for the specific object mentioned in the resolution ia 

question. There is nothing more* likely to be generally iise- 

ful to Ireland than relief afforded in aid (from the sowing of 

the flax, to the use of the linen) of our linen manufactojpe, 

which, although at this moment it is labouring under great 

depression to my own knowledge, yet 1 cannot but most sai^ 

guinely look forward to its again prospering, and again be- 
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eomiog the creditable 8uppo»it of thonsandsr TliiB b an db^ 
ject worthy of your humaae consideratioa^ and one upon 
which in the poor and pitiful alms which I am able to alTord 
from my large family, I expand the laigest proportion* 

And now I pray your Committee (to all appearance this 
'reason of famine and starvation being nearly at an end, oar 
merciful God promising to us a most bountiful harvest) ear- 
nestly, but with the utmost deference, to be cautious and 
circumspect in your future remittances for the amelioration of 
'the condition of our most miserable and unhappy people ; in 
your future operations there is no necessity for great haste, 
nor any danger in a few days delay ; satisfy yourselves of the 
utility of what you may be disposed to do, and then be fully 
assured of the fidelity, the zeal, the judgment, and the firm 
and indefatigable perseverance of the persons, into whose 
hands you commit the direction of the plan for our relief 
which you may think proper to adopt* 

Much of the money which you have now placed at my dis* 
posal for the purchase^of wheels and reels, shall be expended 
m extension of this kind of relief already established in seve- 
ral parts of the'County of Mayo; and in this I shall call to my 
lud some humane ana benevolent ladies who are already en- 
gaged, as far as their means will allow them, in promoting 
this source of industry among their poor women. 

Should you think proper in any considerable degree to ex- 
tend this most useful scheme, I should venture to cecom- 
mend the following course. Wheels and reels in the first in- 
stance to be given, then a sum of money to be invested in the 
stocks, the produce of which to be lent in very small pro* 
portions to the poor for the purchase of flax, to.be regularly 
repaid by small weekly instalments ; and a further sum to be 
invested in like manner, to be lent to weavers either to pur- 
chase looms or yam, it also to be repaid by weekly instal- 
ments. I do not presume to dictate to your Committee, which 
(under Providence) appears to know better than we our- 
selves, what we want, but I venture to suggest, in compU- 
ance livith your desire, vFhat appears to me likely tp.be bene- 
ficial to a very large proportion of our poor population. 
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jli a Meeting of the Local Committee of Newport^ 
County of Mayo^ 9tk August, 1822. 

Resolved, 

That this Committee do. takis advantage of the presence 
of Mr. Brearly, Agent to the London Tayem Committee 
lor relief of the distressed Irish, to represent the state of a 
large class of the suffering poor of this parish, who are literany 
likely to fall yictims to want,, thd moment the gratuitous re- 
lief now afforded them is withdrawn ;. namelj, the poor Wea- 
vers, who under the pressure of famine were obliged to dis- 
peise of their capital to support existence. This class of peo^ 
pie have no crop, nor any means of procuring subsistence but 
f com the market. That if those people had the nreans of pur* 
chasing a web of yarn, they would be enabled to eaen a 
weekly sum sufficient to maintain them, and thus be restored 
to those habits of industry which alone can make them useful 
members of society. 

Resolved that Mr. Brearly be solicited to represent the 
case of this class of our suffering poor to the London Tavera 
Committee, and that they . be requested to appropriate a 
sum of j^500^ to be placed in the hands of a Committee of 
the merchants and respectable hbusehalders ; who will thus 
be enabled to grant* by loan, a sum of money to ^ach weaver, 
to enable him to commence his trade, and which sum is to 
be repaid to the Committee by instalments, and thus keep 
up a most beneficial fund. Upon a rough calculation we have 
above 2^0 poor creatures who are' situated as we have before 
described,' and we are of opinion that the sum of j^500 will 
be necessary to aflprd them relief, which will in the humble 
opinion of this Committee be the most effectual ^nd lasting 
inode of disposing of the relief which the London Committee 
.may be pleased to afford the poor in' this district of the West 
of Ireland. 



From Mrs. O'^Donel of Seamount, County of Mayo^ 

Otb August^ 1822. 

Mrs. O'Donel suggests the benefit that might be effected to 
the poor of the neighbourhood, by establishing a fund for 
purchasing flax to be given out to spin, when spun, to be 
sold for the support of the fund ; by this means, at a compa^ 
ratively trifling loss, a considerable number of poor creatures 
might be employed, and habits of industry inculcated^ that 
would prove of lasting service to the peasantry. 
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From Mr. Thomas Phelps^ Dublin^ ISthAugmtf 1S22. 

4 

I teke the libertj of tronbluig you with' tie enclosed, and 
I shall esteem it a favoar if you -will lay the same before the 
City of London Tavern Committee, ui>derstanding it k their 
wish and intention to promote industry and comibrt among 
the Peasantry of those parts of the South and South-west H 
IreUnd where they are little known. 

At. the same time I think it right to mention, that I had 
the originals laid before his Excellency our Lord Lieutenant 
in July last. I learn it is doubted, whether the Act of 
Parliament u|ider which a large sum of money is placed at 
his disposal, warrants him to make such a. distribution as 1 
point out. v . . . 



Covy of a Letter from Mr. Thomas Phelps, Grnignoe^ 
(Jountt/ of Tipperaru, dated lOth June, 1822, ad*" 
dressed to William wegory, Esq. Chairman of the 
Committee appointed hi/ His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant to promote the employment of the Pvor 
in Ireland. 

I shall make no apology for addressing ybu tha<i publicly 
on a subject of great national importance. Our first con- 
sideration in seeking the means of afTprding employment to 
the poor of Ireland is to render, as far as niay be practicable, 
the labour of our people the medium whereby 'to supply the 
demand for our own consumption of those articles which are 
imported from^ other countries. I do not mean at present to 
recommend any preference to be giTen generally, to Irish 
above English or even Foreign manufactures, unless where 
such preference may consist with the interest of the cod* 
sumer :. but in the particular case which shall form the sub- 
ject of this letter, a slight exertion on the part of the Com- 
mittee, of which you, Sir, are the head, would suffice to 
combine the interest of the individual with those of the 
whole people. 

It is stated in a report of a Committee of the Royil 
Dublin Society, presented 8th February, 18^, founded, I 
presume upon satisfactory evidence, that a quantity of wor- 
sted yam of J^300,000 in value, is airnually imported: into 
IreUnd. It is also ascertained that ^. quantity of Unen 
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yarn, to oearl j the same, or perhaps equal aoiount, is amm- 
i^Ly. imported. from Germany to supply a constant demand 
for this article in England and Scotland. Novr, Sir, if the 
statement^ here set forth be correct, and I beUeve they are, 
it requires as I have before stated, but a moderate exertion 
to enable the poorest and the most helpless of our people, to 
jproYide the respective articles alluded to^ in sufficient qnan^ 
.tity to supply as well our own consumption as that of Great 
firitain ; thereby affording the means of immediate, perma- 
pent, and profitable employment to the male and female 
peasantry of the South of Ireland, a part of the country, 
.where for want of manufactures of some sort,' the people are, 
during a large portion of the year, unemployed, the evil 
consequences of which' are so obvious, that it is unnecessary 
to dwell upon them here. The materials which form the 
two articles I have mentioned, can be produced in Irdand 
in any quantity that may be required ; and besides supply- 
ing the demand for worsted and linen yam, to the limited 
extent before pientioned, we might be brought to save a 
•quantity of Flax-seed sufficient to obviate the neeesi^ty of 
importing that article from Russia, Holland, or the United 
^tates ? and it might, I have no doubt, ultimately enable us 
•to grow the important article of hemp in sufficient quantity 
to supply oar own Wants, and thus render us Independent of 
importation from the North of Europe. 

To enable us to produce in the South of Ireland the article 
of worsted' yafn, it Is only necessary to make a liberal dis- 
•tribution of wheels, reels, and woollen cards among the 
rpoorer peasantry. The article of wools is tbere already in 
.abundance. It is a lamentable fact that the great ma|orlty 
•of the femides are destitute of wheels and reels, although 
possessing a very general knowledge of spinning. I have 
'often been surprised, that in the county of ^ Tipperary, the 
•women should have so generally acquired the knowledge of 
^apinning, without any established manufacture ; biit it is a 
-fact wbicit I have ascertained in my endeavours to. introduce 
•the spinning of • coarse linen yam where I reside, or had 
• any influence ; and have often admired with what cSEigeraess 
'these poor industrious people will go a'conaiderable dbtaiice 
jWk the chance of borrowing a wheel. 

From my knowledge of the linen business, haviog .lived 
'in the midst of it in the county of Down for m6re than thirty 
^yeiars, and from my observation of the province of Munster, 
•if the sowing of flax was more generally introduced iotp 
'the Sooth with a sufficiency of wheels and reelSj (I uUude 
particularly to the Improved wheel, the. Invention of Mn 
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Bemclrd Cotle, for which be received the thanks'of'the 
Doblin Society, for their soperior utility and abri^ement 
of laboor, and beinf equally well adapted to the Spinning of 
flax and wool) in a »hort time we would . see industry and 
comfort, in place of idleness, illegal meetings, and dlstufw 
bainces ; and in place of taxing the counties for special com-^ 
missions, prosecutions, &c« against a peasantry prone tor 
industry, if properly assisted, we should have peace, con-' 
tent, and subordination, the necessa/ry and constant atten* 
dants on indust^. 

. There is no where to be met with a more indostrioufi 
people than the peasantry of Munster, or who grasp stf 
eagerly at employment in any shape. The women will 
work the year through, wet or dry, at field labour, withovt 
diet, for fourpence per day, and the men for eightpenoe, 
(but even that is precarious, as is the case in my neighbour^ 
hood, in the Barony of Middletherd.) Besides their em« 
ployment in the field, the women continae til make time for 
knitting, (even as they come to and go from work) and 
whilst employed at other domestic ofiSices. 

Can they be accused of idleness ? No-^it is solely the 
want of means that keeps the women as well as the men 
unemployed ; for unless the husband or male in the family is 
able to procure a little flax or wool by his labour, after the 
necessary food, potatoeis alone is paid for, and that the te^ 
male can borrow tf wheel, to make clothing for the family, 
they n^nst be destitute of raiment ; indeed, in many in- 
stanceSj both now and for years backj they have been at 
night compelled to seek shelter in the most inclement -sea- 
sons, under the same clothes which cover them by day, and 
these often damp. 

There is not a doubt but flax-seed can be saved as easily 
in Ireland as wheat, oats or any other grain, together with 
the flax. ' This is a point of the utmost importance to the 
country, as the general impression is that either the flax or 
the seed must be sacrificed. My brother has saved for the 
last three years several hogsheads of seed from which, when 
sown, there have invariably been produced as good crops 
as were from foreign seed, (with the exception of one very 
dry season.) And the flax on which it grew is preferred to 
that from which no seed had been saved. It is only neces- 
sary that the flax should be longer steeped in water, and 
afterwards kept a longer time on the grass than the usual 
time allowed for these purposes, when the saving of seed 
has not been attended to. 
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In consequence of increased attention to the mode of pre- 
paring the flaX) and the introduction of scutch iniUs, the 
Irish flax from Munster begins to sapersiede tlie Ra^sian^ 
flax ia Xiiverpool, although formerlj it won Id scarcelj be 
bought for rope-making. I am confident Ireland might be 
made to enjoj a very considerable trade in herap^ flax, flax- 
seed, and spunyara now carried on to the exciosiye benefit 
of foreign countries. I mean the south and south-west of 
Ireland, whereto much ground remains to be cultivated. 

The manufacture of coarse yarn in Munster would not 
interfere with the Linen Trade of the north of Ireland, 
where, the article ^s so much finer, and where they are 
obliged to pull the flax greener and before the seed is quite 
ripe. I doubt Very much if any part of the world can pro- 
duce so good coarse flax as I have seen in large quantities 
in. some parts qf Munster, and it is a pity we should not 
^vail ourselves of these advantages Nature has so generously 
thrown in our way. 

My object is,, to endeavour to enlist our leading men, 
who have a direct, interest in the peace and prosperity of 
the country, to give, their aid to the introducing of those 
branches of trade and manufacture into Ireland, which 
wofild be a permanent and an increasing source of employ- 
ment to a jarge portion of our population, bringing relief 
home to every cottage; and instead of colonizing foreign 
lands, Ireland would soon be able to support double its 
present population. At the expense of about one pound 
for each family, a sypply of wheels, reels, and cards might 
be obtained, which would aflbrd such an addition to their 
means of obtaining ^n industrious livelihood as woald render 
them in a manner independent. 
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Copy of a Letter sent to the Editor of the IMlu^ 
jiformng Postj hy Mr. Thomas Phelps^ ^and -im^ 
serted in ikeU Paper, transmtied to the Londom 
Committee. 

Sir, ^ 

Will you have the goodness to give irrsertton in your 
valuable paper to the following hints, on th6 subject of .flaix^ 
they maybe useful, if attended to, to the farmers io^ the 
south and west of Ireland: — As soon as possible after it is 
pulled, let it be steeped ia soft water, and kept there fnwB 
six to eight daysi, or until the fibre strips freely from the 
reed, or woody part ; this can easily be known by drying 
a few stalks before a fire, and if on rubbing it the reed i^ 
found brittle, and breaks freely, it is watered enough; if 
not, let it remain in the water until brought to this state. 

The object to be obtained by steeping the flax in water, 
IS to dissolve the gum or mucilage, which prevails in its 
composition., and to decay the reed. By the farmers attend-^ 
ing to this simple process, they may make their crop of flax 
an article of traffic as eagerly sought for as wheat ; and it 
is from a neglect of this part of the process, that jt. cannot 
be made marketable in the south or west of Ireland for 
export. * 

If the intention be to save the seed and flax, let it ))e 
pulled whenever the top of the capsule or seed -hud shews 
the least sign of declining vegetation ; put it into sheaves, 
stooks, &c. and treat it as oats, taking care to thatch it well 
on all sides until Spring ; care should be also taken to put 
it up free from, ^amp, and that any grass remaining In the 
tiutts of the sheaves should be well decayed to prevent 
heating. 

(Signed) Tuoif as Phelps, 

,••"■.' 

Graignoe^ County of Tipperuryj 

July^Othj 1822. - 
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B J the Custom House return to the House of Commons, 
on the 33rd Aprit and 7th, May, ^19, the quaHtitres of 
flax, flax-seed, and linen yarn, imported in Great Britain, in 
th^ year, ended the 5th January, 1818, was aji foUowa :-t 

£. $. d. 

496,358 cwt. or 21,312 tons of undressed 

flax, at J^O per ton •• 1^491,840 

19897,139 bushels of flax-seed, at 138. 4d. 1,264,758 

39,404 cwt. of linen yam •••. ..• 197,020 

There was also imported in that year, 

33,020 tons of hemp, at ^50 per ton 1,651,000 Q 

d&. 4,604,618 



▼- 



This article during the war, was j^150 per ton. 
Hemp, flax, and flax-seetd imported into Ireland that year; 

Hemp, 22,974 cwt, at 348. per cwt... ... 39,055 16 

Flax, 4,449 cwt at 40s per. cwt 8,898 

Flax seed, 72,855 hhds. at £4 per hhd. . . 291,520 

£.339,473 16 



Making a total imported into the United 

Kingdom, for one year, of £. 4,944y091 16 

An extensiTe diaper matiufacturer whom I met the other 
day in the Linen Hall, told me if he could get it of good 
quality, he would take himself 40,000 spangle of two-badii 
yam, or 160,000 hanks, which quantity alone would give a 
permanent emplojrment to 533 women for 300 days annu- 
ally, reckoning each woman to spin one hank per day. 

T. P. 

N. B. The flax to be steeped a few days longer in Spring, 
after the seed is taken off" it 
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Jrom the Lord Bishop p/Limericky l6th August, 1822. 

It appears to be a general complaint among the women 
in that neighbourhood, and wherever else in this county 
I have been able to get good information, that thejr are 
nnable to apply themselves to any profitable industry in 
consequence of the want of wheels. To lend them wheels 
and reels, so marked that they could neither pawn nor sell 
them, appears to me to be a very useful charity ; andTindeed 
I do not see any other way in which habits of industry can 
be promoted, or the immense population of this country 
enabled to procure support f^r themselves, except by. ex- 
tending the linen manufacture. 



From the Rev. John Seymour, Tipperarj/, 
19lh August^ 1832. 



The best mode, Indeed the only one, that at present occurs 
to me, as likely to serve the labouring men and their fami* 
lies most effectually, is to give their wives and daughters 
employment, by supplying them with wheels ^nd reels as far 
as may be, and flax and wool to spin. They would thus he 
engaged in honest active industry within doors, while their 
husbands and brothers were at work without^ and would soon 
feel the value of their employment in obtaining comforts, to 
which many of them are strangers, from their industry, by 
either clothing themselves and children, or if they preferred 
it, by selling their thread, &c. at ^his, the neighbouring 
town, Tipperary, where they would always find a gopd 
market for them. My own experience urges me to propose 
this as the best mode of permanent, as well as present relief, 
as I have found it to be so myself fn the limited way iu which 
I have, from time to time, tried it in an union of many poor 
X parishes. It has been always thankfully received, and in 
general usefully applied. 



ft 
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From His Grace the Archbishop o/Tuam^ 
2Ut August, 1822. 

In mj opinioD, if clothing our naked people, and at the 
same time encouraging industry, is an object you are decided' 
upon, the only way of well accomplishing it, is to make a 
market, by buying the articles of the people's wear, which 
of course, as far as it goes, must encourage the:r industry. 
Here no fraud can be practised ; you are not bound to the 
article ; you buy it with your eyes open, and you need not 
buy it if it be not^ood. Upon the subject of the linen 
manufacture I wrote before; spinning and weaWng I am 
'sure could be greatly encouraged in the way I in a former 
letter described, and I and confident that ais mueh ^ood 
would be done to our poor in this one way as in any other 
branch of industry. I have ordered wheels and reels to be 
made in twenty different parts of this county, in some places 
fifteen, in others twenty, and in others thirty ; this, as far 
it goes, will do much good ; it is the course I myself take 
about Tuam, it is one by experience I know to be n)ost use- 
ful, and (could I afford it) I would extend it to the whole 
county, and I feel a moral certainty that I would succeed. 
I speak only of one plan for doing a large part of our popu- 
lation a permanent service. 



From the Rev. Henry William Cobbe^ Motfdow, 
County of Longford, 32d August, 1822. 

Great and effectual relief has been afforded to a vast md- 
titude of poor people^ which has safely brought them through 
a Tery trying season, and of which I shall be ready to give 
a detailed account, if required by the Committee. The 
object of the present letter is to solicit the further aid of the 
Committee for another and a very desirable purpose, which 
I now take the liberty of laying before you. Before I left 
Ireland, being well aware that want of employment was the 
great cause of the distress in my parishes, and that oar Poor 
Fund would not be sufiicient to do more than sqpply meal 
at a reduced price to those who had money to purchase it, 
leaving a vast number without the means of obtaining siiffi* 
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eient relief, I ordered a large quantity of flax to be bought 
at my expeuse, and left dijrections with my agent to advance 
money to any amount that might be required, so as to pro- 
vide constant work for all the spinners and weavers in the 
two* parishes who might be out of employment. Limited as 
my income is, I had no hesitation in doing this, knowing 
that when the immediate distress was over, I could by t\^ 
.sale of the yarn and linen, reimburse myself at (compara- 
tively) a very trifling loss ; in short, I became for the time a 
wholesale yam and linen merchant. The advantages of this 
have been beyond my hopes. I find upon my return more 
than 6Q0 spinners, and upwards of 60 weavers, continually 
at work, the greater part of whom have been employed f<ir 
the last three months ; thus not only enabled to purchase 
provijSions for their families, but acquiring habits of industry 
which, if the system could be .continued, would go far to 
banish pauperism from both the parishes ; but this unfor- 
tunately cannot be ; it must, therefore, now that the im*^ 
mediate and unusual distress is removed, be given up, and 
the entire stock sold off. This I shall witness with very 
great regret, and I have already spoken to several gentle- 
men of the two. parishes, to join me in a subscription for the 
establishment of a fund to keep the system in continual 
operation, engaging a person properly qualified for the busi- 
ness, to manage all the details of buying, selling, and distri- 
buting work, -and making regular reports to a Committee of 
the subscribers : they have expressed their willingness to 
assist me in this object, but after the great exertions which 
they have lately made for the relief of the poor, I grieve to 
say that there is no chance of obtaining a sufficient fund 
even to maintain the business in its present state, still less 
to enlarge it, "and to put .it on such a footing as to become a 
j»ermanent souice of pai^chial relief ; under these circum- 
stances, I take the liberty of addressing myself, through 
you, to the London Tavern Committee, and of soliciting 
their assistance. The object is a great one, and the bene- 
fit certdn ; it has already been tried with the most comi-* 
plete success, and I beg leave to observe that the relief 
which any specifi^c sum may afford, is not, as in most other 
cases of merely a temporary nature ; the money is in con- 
tinual circulation, and literally in a circle, the flax which is 
purchased from the grower is immediately given to the 
spinner^ .the yara spun by the spinner is immediately givep 
to tl^e. iweaver, 9iid the linen woven by the weaver immedi- 
fitelj^ld at thjB iparj^et, and. more flax purphased with the 
money. 
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From Thomas Spaighi, Esq. Corbally^ County of 
Clare; S8lh August^ 1822. 

I had the hoDOur of receiving your letter enclosing £^^ 
sent by the Committee of the City of London Tavern, for 
the purpose of buying wheels to be given to the females of the 
parish of Cloony ; this liberal grant will not only give fen- 
ployment to the females of the families, and provide tiieni a 
sabstantial clothing, but also be a means of living to vreavers, 
whose distress for want of employment has for some time been 
very great. I shall suggest to the gentlemen of our Com- 
mittee the propriety of selling the wheels at the rednced 
price of about two shillings each, and of applying the mooter 
thus got in giving wool gratuitously to many families, who 
were unable to sow flax-seed, and who have not the meaas 
of buying wool at any price, and who consequently are in a 
most destitute state to resist the winter's cold. 



From the Secretary to the Ladies'* Association^ SligOj 

29th August^ 1822. 

Trusting in the benevolent kindness with which you have 
attended to and relieved the wants of our distressed popula- 
tion in the town and neighbourhood of Sligo, we feel m- 
duced to make a request whjch as Ladies we never could pre- 
sume to trouble you with, were it not for the liberality we 
have already experienced ; and therefore beg leave testate 
for your consideration, that upon the late melancholy visita- 
tion of Providence amongst the poor of this place, a few 
friends who were in the habit of visiting their miserable habi- 
tations observed, that in most instances where poverty woi^ 
the saddest appearance, total want of employment appear- 
ed to be the sole cause ; and that if some plan were devised, 
by which the females could be enabled to earn a subsistence, 
much benefit would follow. Immediate application was made 
to the gentlemen of the Committee, who had the manage- 
ment of the funds for relieving the poor, and a quantity of 
flax was procured by them to be put under the care of sn^h 
ladies as were anxious to be employed in the distribution of 
It. Upon our first proposing industry to the poor, they 
were in general unwilling to make any exertion for them- 
selves; but as soon as the benefit was witnessed, in those 
who were paid for^hehr work, an increase of applications has 
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continued to the present day, and such thankfulness express- 
ed by the poor creatures^ as far exceeds what we have ever 
experienced when they have received relief gratis ; but the 
only thing which interferes with the full benefit which would 
otherwise arise to the poor from a continuance of this em- 
ployment, is the want of wheels and cards which they are 
^uite unable to purchase, and must remain totally idle with- 
out. Instances hare come to our knowledge of a poor wo- 
man't anxiety being so great to take a part in her neighbour's 
Industry, that she has walked 12 miles to borrow a wheel, 
and has been obliged to give it up without spinning more 
ihan 8 cuts of yarn, for which her utmost payment could be 
liut 2d, and then returning the flax she had got to spin, with 
iears of regret, at the impossibility of her procuring ia wheel 
to enable her to help herself. Numerous instances of widows 
and orphans, similarly circumstanced, having been presented 
to our notice, we earnestly solicit some' means, by which it 
may be in our power to supply those wants, that render the 
poor incapable, though willing to become industrious. 



From Dr. Elmore and Richard Deast/j Esq. Clona" 
kiUj/y County of Corky August ^ 1822. 

The grand importance of encouraging the coarse linen 
manufacture of this district is so evident that it scarcely needs 
illustration ; we have a demand greater than the supply, the. 
raw materials grown on the spot, the turning of the super- 
abundant labour of the soil into money, in short the misery of 
a fine people into if not affluence at least into those comforts 
and necessaries of life, so indispensable to the order and 
well being of the state, which may be strongly exemplified^ 
r by the fact, that during the late disturbances, and during all 
our distress, the weaver was not found in the ranks of rebel* 
lion, or sunk in the abyss of surrounding want. 

It has been omitted to state in this memorial a local griev- 
ance arising out of the retail of flax-seed, which particularly 
afiects the poor. From their inability to purchase seed for 
cash payments, they are obliged to purchase from the shop* 
keepers on credit^ for which they are charged generally from 
^ AOta75 per cent, additional, over what the article is sold for 
'by those same persons when they received cash* Any remedy 
to this would be of a two-fold importance ; first, in relieving 
the poorest part of the community from a most usurious exac- 
tion, ^nd next Would extend the growth and cultiration of so 
useful an article of general employment and manufacture. 
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From the Right Hon. Lord Carhery, Castlefrekcy 
County of Corky 5th September^ 1822. 

Could any report of mine have had influence on the deci* 
jiions of the London Committee| it would exactly have brought 
.th^m to what they are. Nothing could be more jadicious 
than the manner in which the great balance in hand has been 
appropriated. If any objects of national industry can be sbc« 
pessfuUy promoted in the south of Ireland, they are the yarn 
jand linen manufacture, and the fisheries ; and I have no 
doubt both can be prpsecuted to great extent, and with great 
advai^tage. You will see by the advertisement which I take 
the liberty of enclosing, that w^ have revived a tinea associa? 
tion in this county, and I ani happy to say with evei^ expec- 
tation of its being conducted with spirit and perseverance, if 
.we can obtsun sufficient funds. Our object is to get such a 
capital as we can invest, and apply the interest annually ii 
aid of local exertions, calculating, and with a degree of c^r^ 
tainty, that funds will by that means be drawn from the 
pockets of individuals, who without such a stimulus would 
never mdke any exertion. I trust the proceedings of the 
meeting at Cork for the encouragement of the linen trade, 
and the revival of the association, will attract the attention 
of the London Committee, and that it will obtain for us a 
portion of the sum so liberally and wisely appropriated to the 
same object. We have also, as you perceive, memorialized 
the Lord Lieutenant, for it is in vain to disguise it, we iQust 
be beggars. Experience has at length fully taught us, that 
temporary aids are nearly useless, and that to succeed we 
must look to permanent and persevering exertion. . Were I 
worthy to advise I should recommend that whatever sum, if 
any be given, to encourage the linen trade in this county, it 
should be placed in the hands of the Linen Association. Its 
Comtnittee has been carefully selected, and I have no, doubt 
will act most copscientiously ; its objects will be those most 
generally useful apd practicable ;. in truth it requires only 
care and attention in them to nourish the seed already sown* 
At the time of holding the meeting in Cork we were not 
apprised of the decision of the London Committee, and.it 
was left to the Committee of the Linen Association to.address 
that body, which I am sure it vfIU do imniediatelyi and I 
trust with success. 
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Atii Meeting of the Noblemen and Gentlemen interested 
in the adtttncement of the JLinen and Hempen Ma^ 
nufacturej in the County of Cork ^ held at the Rdydl 
Cork Institution J the 21th August y 1822, 

Right Hon. Earl of Shannon in the Chair^ 

Resolved-— 

Ist^ That from the depressed state of Agriculture, and the 
greatly augmented numbers of our population, it app^at^ 
clearly to us, that the mere cultivation of the ground cannot • 
give employment to all the labouring classes ; but that there 
is a large surplus proportion of them for whose employment 
other means must be resorted to. 

2d» That it appears to this meeting, that there exists a 
great source of wealth and useful employment for our popu- . 
lation in a more extended cultivation of flax and hemp, a^d 
the manufacture of coarse yarns and linens. 

3d. That it further appears that a linen association hat 
existed in^ this county, for some yqars back, and that although 
'their exertions have been attended with some advantages^ 
these advantages have fallen far short of what they would 
have been had the association possessed funds in any degree 
adeqi^afe to the objects it had in view.. 

4tb. It therefore appears to this meeting that some deci- 
sive steps should be forthwith taken for laying befoi^e his - 
Majesty's government the state of the Hempen and Linen 
Manufacture of this county, the incalculable advantages 
wVich may be derived from their extension, and the indis* 
, pensable necessity of pecuniary aid for its accomplishment. 

5th. That this object can in no way be pursued with better 
prospect of success than biy most respectfully submitting a 
memorial to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, on this 
important subject, and that the Linen Association be hereby 
requested, to prepare and forward such memorial. 

6th. That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the Linen . 
Association should continue its exertions, and that. in < order- 
more fully, to carry them into effect,, a Committee of twenty* 
one landed proprietors be now appointed, to whom the ma- , 
nagement.of the concerns of the Association be qomontted ; 
that this Committee do pledge itself individually to attend 
monthly meetings, and that any member of the Committee 
absenting himself for three successive meetings, shall be con- 
sidered as having vacated his place, and that another geii«> 
tleman be named by the Committee in his stead« 
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7ih» That a Qeneral Meedng of the astoclatloD be held at 
each assizeSy the day to be appoioted by public advertise- 
ment, and that the Committee do prepare a report of its 
proceedings to be laid before sach General Meeting at sach 
assizes. 



From Dr.RhyndLawder^ Fenaghfiallinamor^y Couniy 
ofljeitfimy 6th September^ 1828. 

I have nowy Sir, to make a statement, which* if, it meets 
with the approbation of the Committee, will, I trust, gun 
from them the power of mj carrying it into execution, and I 
have no doubt of the results being both usefully and honor- 
ably satisfactory, both to the Committee and the people 
engaged, viz. Were a sum of ^100 or J^150 vested in the 
hands of our Local Committee for the employment of the 
poor in the following manner (particularly the trades* 
people), viz. That small sums out of this shall be lent, 
returnable in the shortest possible period, and these paying 
a small interest at each return, to be credited to the gene- 
ral account, by which means it would accumulate and afford 
constant means of employment to an industrious number of 
poor. I have calculated that £lO or £l5 will keep thirty- 
three weavers at work for three weeks, by lending each 
weaver j81 : lOs. to be returned with three-pence interest ; 
the loan to be again renewed, and a security given for its 
repayment. The amount to those thirty-three will be 
j^49 : 10s. ; the interest will be (if my calculation be'right), 
for three weeks, 7s. 6d., a sum which the borrower will not 
feel, and he will be well repaid by the profits. For the 
remaining sS56 : 5., one hundred and ' twenty-five women 
wi|l be employed for three weeks, lending to each the sum 
of 7s. 6d. to buy flax, which person will pay one penny 
every third week, when she will be obliged to renew her 
engagement and security, by which there will be an interest 
of lOs. 5d., a sum not to be missed by the individuals^ but 
which ultimately will produce a^fnnd tending to the advan- 
tage of the poor themselves ; as upoii the j649 : 10s. the 
annual interest wfU be j^jQ : 7s. Od. ; and ^pon sB 66 : 5b, about 
j€S 1 17. Id. ; thus ope hundred and fifty-eight poor families 
will be kepi in constant employment, and the original sum 
will accumulate. Should the London Committee entrust the 
Committee for this parish with the sum mentioned, we will 
render them a statement of the account every three mpnths^^ 
or oftener if required. 
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From Hii Grace the Archbishop ofTuam^ '" 
9th September y 1828. 

As to the Seyeatk resolution of jour Committee, I am 
clear that the simplest and most effectual mode of operation 
under it, is to extensively distribute wheels and reels; to^ 
vest in proper security small sums of money in various parts 
of the country for the purpose of affording loans to poor 
women to buy flax, and also to weavers to buy looms and 
yarn. These loans to be repaid by small weekly instal- 
ments. I have seen in one or two instances the happiest 
result from this course. I do not pretend to speak upon this 
subject in reference to any other part of Ireland except this 
proTince of Connayght. 



From the Rev. Michael Collins, P.P. Skibbereen^ 
County of Cork, lOth September, 1822. 

At a meeting of the Local Committee of Skibbereen on 
Saturday last, it appeared from the Treasurer's account, that 
a balance of ^40 or £45 would remain in his hands after 
the final discharge of all demands on the Committee then 
due ; and it was suggested that the mode of disposing of this 
balance most beneficial to the poor and most likely to afford 
them permanent relief, would foe to vest it as a fund for a' 
charitable loan to enable poor tradespeople and other poor 
dealers to carry on their business by making them advances 
of small sums of money, to be repaid at such periods and on 
such terns as may be prescribed. Such a fund, if provided^ 
would afford means of industry and support to many poor 
families in this town who are still in distress, notwithstand- 
ing the unexampled abundance of the potatoe crop, and the 
consequent cheapness of provisions. There are many poor 
linen weavers possessing looms, at present unemployed, whom 
a loan from week to week of two or three pounds would en- 
able to keep their looms at work by furnishing them with 
the means of purchasing linen yarn at the weekly market, 
held here, and who would always be sure to find a ready mo- 
ney market for the produce of thrir labour at a market ■ 
for unbleached linen held weekly at Cloiiakilty sixteen miles 
from this place. Thf distress endured by many of this class 
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during the late dearth, deprived them of theii^ little capitals, 
and of the ineaos of carrjiag on their business. 

Anc^her class of poor persons equally entitled to sympathy 
are poor industrious females, who, if supported with the 
means of buying flax, or if furnished from time to time with 
shiall loans of flax, might support themselves and their fami- 
lies by spinning it into yarn, for which there is always a 
iteady demand in this market. 

On maturely considering the subject, the Committee were 
of opinion, that with the small balance on hand Jt would be 
altogether impracticable to establish a fund for this purpose 
likely to realise the wishes of the Committee, or the hopes 
that may be excited, unless it were from the outset encreased 
to at least One Hundred Pounds^ and with that impression, 
it was agreed to submit the project to the benevolent Gen- 
tlemen of your Committee, in the hope that, should it be 
approved of, they may be pleased to grant us the means of 
carrying it into effect. 



The Memorial of the Dowager Countess of Ormonde 
and Ossori/j and other Inhabitants of the Town of 
Casilecomer in the County of Kilkenny ^ 13th Sep" 
iembery 1822. 

That the Linen manufacture, which was first introduced 
into this couiitry in the year 1819, under an experienced 
manufacturer from the North of Ireland, has been produc- 
tive of consequences peculiarly favourable to the industry 
and moral improvement of the inhabitants. 

That the cultivation of the raw material, to which the soil 
of this country is particularly adapted, being the only basis 
on which the Linen manufacture can be pefmaneqtly esta- 
blished, the most unremitting attention has been paid to 
this pursuit. A flax-mill has been erected — schools for spin- 
ning and weaving established, in which the youth of the 
oountry are gratuitously instructed, and an extensive bleach- 
green also completed ; thus combining every facility and. 
advantage in the several departments of this important and 
national manufacture. 

' That in the population of this district, which is immense^ 
combining in the aggregate nearly thirty thousand souls, 
many are at present destitute and a burden on society, who 
bj cmployinent could b« rend^rtd useful apd industrioiif 



memben. ' In extpnding more fiHly the blessings of Indus* 
try, memorialists feel deeply interested, and peenliarly sd 
in the establishment of that manufacture so easy of abquire* 
ment and congenial to the habits of the ' peo{^e, affording 
employment to every age and condition, and assuring to th6 
industrious the means of support when works of another 
description, from season or circumstances, must consequently 
be suspended. 

The ground work for extensive manufacture has been 
laid, and every expenditure in machinery completed, but 
the funds of the establishment are not adequate to that 
extension of employment which the peculiar situation of th^ 
country and the necessities of the people require. The nn^ 
dersigned therefore earnestly solicit, through the medium of 
this establishment, such -aid from the appropriated funds 
of your Committee for the encouragement of the linen mann^ 
facture and employment of the poor, as you may conceive 
the extent and importance of the undertaking to merit* 



From A. B. Rowans^ Esq, Tralee^ County of Ketrt/^ 

September 14/A, 1822, 

It appears that although the dressing and manufacture of 
flax is a general occupation (in which they are said to excel) 
among the women of Kerry, yet that they are indifferently 
provided with very indifferent wheels (frequently two or 
three fanlilies dependant for employment upon one wheel)", 
that much benefit to the poor would result from a distribu- 
tion of flax, wheels, and reels. That should it be thought 
advisable (though this Committee does not at all recommend 
it) to employ women for hire in spinning thread for coarse 
linens, which is the usual and most beneficial manufacture 
for this county, three-pence per lb. would be fair wages for 
their labour. 

That if it should be thought advisable to furnish to the 
spinners a supply of flax and wheels, and to the weavers, of 
looms, that flax is usually purchased at 4s. 6(1 . per stotie, fit 
to hackle, that there are excellent makers of wheels through- 
out the country, from whom wheels may be purchased at 
from 7s. 6d. to 8s. each* That looms are priced at from 
three to font guineas each. There appears to be a deficiency 
of hackles throughout the country. Weaving is k general 
trad*, but haiiittit ettploy. ^ 
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When these necessities haTe been supplied it tp|>eftn^ 
that on the establishment of a market for the sale of fairij 
mannfactnred thread and linen, these articles maj alwajs 
obtain' a demand; it therefore appears Indispeosabiy neces^ 
sary that legal markets for the sale of yams and linens 
should be established in the principal towns, that the people 
should be made acquainted with the necessity of manufactu- 
ring their article nader the restrictions of the linen laws, 
and with the penalties applicable to their infraction. 

It seems clearly the opiuion, that farther than these en« 
conragements, no public body should interfere with the 
market, at the same time that the regulations of the linen 
laws should be strictly enforced* With respect to the ap- 
pointment of a certain purchaser for any linen coming into 
market, in order to prevent disappointment or loss to the 
pianufacturer, it appears wholly unad? isable. 

The manufacture of fine linens should by no means be 
encouraged, because it is impossible that we can ever com- 
pete with the north of Ireland in that article. 

It appears that though, as a means for bettering th^ con- 
dition of the poor, the encouragement of the linen trade 
should be our principal object, yet that for the purpose of 
jproviding clothing for our peasantry, it is advisable that a 
manufacture of coarse cloth, applicable to that object, should 
be encouraged. 



Jit a Meeting of the Central Committee of the County 
of Sligo, Owen Wi/nne^ Esq. M.P. in the Chairy 
16th September, 1822. 

Resolved, 

That having had the benevolent intention of 
the London Committee, to appropriate the sum of jp40,0(X) 
to the encouragement of the growth of flax and the manu- 
facture of coarse linens in the South and West of Ireland 
communicated to us,, we take the earliest opportunity of 
expressing our opinion, that no possible application of this 
sum could eonduce so much to the permanent relief of the 
poor of this county, or could prove so great an incitement 
to industry as the encouragement of this nianufacture, which 
^as.heen for some time introduced into this part of Ireland, 
and has contributed more to tl^e eniploynient, of the lower 
classes, particularly of women and children, than any im«> 
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provement that has been hitherto adopted ; and that we 
earpestlj hope that the Cominittee, in their appointment of 
their boimtj, will be pleased to consider this county and the 
adjoining county of Leitrim, where the linen which is manu- 
factured is of that coarse sort which the Committee seems 
to be desirous of promoting, and where it cannot fail of 
giyiug the best sort of relief. 



From the Rev. William Urwick^ SligOj 
16th September J 1822. 

It is perhaps needless to inform yon, that the only way 
in which effectual relief can be given to the Irish peasantry 
is, by furnishing them with permanent employment. As 
was stated in the outset of our exertions, we consider the 
late distresses as arising principally from want of labour. 
The aid you have proposed would cherish habits of industry 
among our poor, instead of allowing^ them to loiter away 
the greater part of their existence in idleness, and it would 
also place within their reach the means of supporting them- 
selves, instead of their being obliged to look for Subsistence 
to the charity of others. 

In towns especially, would the encouragement of linen 
manufacture be of essential service to the lower classes. In 
the country parts, agriculture, and the cultivation of their 
own plots of ground, furnish a considerable proportion of 
the poor with employment and means of subsistence, but 
those who reside in a town have no such resource. 

I may perhaps be permitted to observe, that the manu- 
facture of coarse linens, such as we understand you recom- 
mend, is precisely that kind of spinning and weaving to 
which our poor are accustomed. To encourage this branch 
of the trade, would by no means interfere with the interests 
of our fellow countrymen in the north. 
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From the Lord Bishop of Killala^ County of Mayo^ 

19/A September y 1822. 

In your letter of the 25th July you were pleased to ex- 
press the wish of the Committee to be informed whether if 
encouragement were afforded, the poor now destitute of 
clothing could be employed in spinning and weaving coarse 
woollen articles for winter covering. I immediately ordered 
the wool of my sheep to be given out to such families as 
were likely to spin and manufacture it, in small quantities 
of sixteen pounds each, at the price of four shillings less than 
the currency of the country, to be paid at a future day (if 
ever). I am assured there aie now several pieces of frize in 
the looms, and good warm stockings preparing. This kind 
of domestic manufacture, for home consumption^ is the only 
^e I should desire to encourage, on many accounts. There 
is also a great deal of coarse linen made here of a tolerable 
good quality. I would wish there was a fund to give small 
premiums in our weekly market, for the best wrought pieces 
of linen and the best spun yarn brou£;ht to market, 1 think 
the quality of both would be much improved. 



From Hugh Wahh^ Esq, Drumsna^ County ofLeitrim^ 

24tth September^ 182S. 

As our soil is particularly calculated for the growth of 
flax, and our population well acquainted with the manufac* 
tqre of it, they do not hesitate to recommend encourage- 
ment of linen and yarn manufacture, in preference to any 
other; and wishing to supply the want of capital, and to 
avoid gratuitous distribution, they propose the following; 
plan. That a sum of money be vested in Trustees hands, 
the same to be lent to weavers and spinners at a small inte- 
rest, to be repaid by instalments, monthly : the interest is 
intended to cover loss by bad debts and other incidents. 
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From the Venerable Archdeacon Jebb, Abington GlebCj 
Limerick, 2nd September, .1822. 

Sir, 

Your most obliging favour of the 19th ultimo was 
ooe, in common justice to the object which the' London 
Committee has at heart, not to be answered hastily. Mean- 
time, the subject has not been out of my thoughts ; and, by 
making inquiries in various quarters, I have tried to obtaim 
the best information to be had. 

Your letter embraces three inquiries. 1. Whether it may 
be in my power to extend more widely my plans -for funiishi- 
ing employment, upon receiving further aid for that purpose ? 
2. Whether I can favour the Committee with the names of 
any friends of mine who would undertake to carry similar 
measures into beneficial execution ? 3. Whether I can af» 
ford any advice respecting the principle and mode of , apply- 
ing the balance in the hands of the London Committee im 
the most useful manner ? ' ' 

1. To the first inquiry, I beg leave to answer, tha^, while 
most anxious to co-operate with, or rather, to act under, the 
Loudon Committee, I am apprehensive that, in attempting 
to widen my sphere, I might only diminish my usefulness; 
Aaiy in the effort to do too much, I might do all badly. 
And, on this principle, 1 should not feel justified in under- 
taking any extension of my plans, beyond the parish ia which 
I live, which is a very large one. 

2. I have, in some degree, anticipated my answer to the 
second question. Those who are best fitted to promote 
industry, and manufacture ' especially, in their respective 
neighbourhoods, will, I conceive, be brought into action 
most beneficially, through the agency of some constituted 
authority to whpm they shall be responsible for the detaM 
of then* proceedings ; such, for example, as the newly-esta- 
.blished ^^ County of Limerick Agricultural Society." i 

3. I shall BOW endeavour to offer those SiUggestions which 
have occurred to me, respecting the principle and mode of 
applying the balance in the hands of the London Com*, 
mittee, to the best advantage. 

The principle, I think, should be, to do at once the most 
permanent, and the most extended good in 'your poweo. 
Now that alone, in aiding the . population of aooontry, \b 
permanent good, which will encourage, and graduhlly en*> 
Jihle them, by iMmett industry, to provide for themselves^ 



•• 
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and, on thb priaciple, (except In cmm irf urgent calknutj, 
like the occah'iod which called forth the onexunpled libera 
alitjr of England thu fear) gifts of mouef, of food, of clotk-' 
ing, are I cooceire to be deprecated, .eapeciall; where tbe 
IriBh are concerned, hi whom it Bhoutd be oar great object 
to elicit and cheriih, what, from long minnaDagnnaDtf b. 
deplorablf wanting among ni — a, spirit of indepeDdencs. 
And again, that oolj can be extended gqod, wbtch is adrnf" 
aiatered by thoM, who can raise tfaemselvef rijere pxrtj 
interests, and feel for the welfare of a oomntsnity, instcri 
of giving themselies h> a lystem of local pett; jobbingi 
The attention of the county of Lhnerick A^coltaral So" 
cietj, I find. Is particolarly directed to eneosrage the 
growth of flu, the apinaiog of yarn, and (he manafactnre 
of linen. And they will, I presame, be the beat iastiw 
mental agents for diffaiing the dispos^le boonty of - the 
London Comntiltee, in the manner best ealctilatM to pr»-: 
mote the increase of Industry among our peasantry. 

But, with a view both to pennaneot and extended benefit^ 
I have an additional plan to suggest, which, I am stre the 
CoTomittee, whether they shall adopt it or not, will receire 
with their wontud indulgence. It docs not seem to me 
enonch, that aid towards the purchase of flax, flax-seedfi, 
q)in;iing and weaving ioipletneiits, &c. &c. should be dis- 
iHbnted throngh the different p^arjshes of this country. To 
Jmtntduce a new manufacture, which to all intents and pur- 
po^s the linen ntahufaclure here'^^^we want,, in soine one 
or 'tatire places of Ihg coiinty^ an es^hlishmeut, that shall be>- 
at tttice eKptrimeftlal aud! eseiiiplary: experimental* to fll-.- 
certamlhe best raori^ of manufacturing ; exemplary, to eJt- ■ 
liibft the beneficial i-lfects of that mode, and gradually to > 
induce, and extend iia adoption, itiroughout this county in ' 
particniar, and the south of Ireland in gaoeral. ^.Saf:JiH.:i 
establisliment I will endeavour slightly to sl^etcbi pf«t»i^flf i 
my way by a few Introductory observations.. ■. ^ 

It is notorioDS, that the arts both of spioaing and woaviagv, 
are, in this conotry, at a very low ebb. A northern spinner . 
ican perform, in a far better style, three times lh« qaantity r 
of work that a southern spinner can : the proportion between ; 
the performance of northern and sootheni weavers uwy be < 
taken pretty nearly at the same rate. This is the geHOml ; 
testimony of the lower orders thenuelves. J hare aBcwr*.-; 
tained it by repeated inquiry ; and the testimony is tbe mom ; 
remarkable, as the force of prejudice, aud attuhment to - 
old and bad habits, are in this part of Hunster partici|larl|' . 
atroDg. Again, in preparing flax by the operation of icntcb- 
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i^if) ili« pe^mntry hereabowts sre Very ooikMfal : wliilef if' 
th^«kill were ever 8Q great, it is generally known and' felt^ ^ 
that' the operation oaooot be performed so. efiectnaliy by 
hand ta by machinery. Flax scutched In the mill. mannlacA 
tores inpre fairly und^r the hackle,. affords a greater produce - 
of aTallable material, and that material regularly sells for 
one sfaiUing per stone more in the iparket^ than, flaxsctttched 
if hand> This is th$ general roice of the country.^ 
/'Now. putting 'these facts together, it-fpUows as a ooose* 
qoenee, that the introdactlon of scutching-mills^ of spinning^ 
M^iools, and of weaving»schools, is indispensable, in.dfcteF. 
to bring the. south to the letel of the north, in the article of 
.the linen manufacture. Atid it seems most desirable, that^ 
in some one or more places, an efittablishment embracing aii 
tliose objects should be set on foot, by the way. at. pace of 
experiment and of example. If then the London CSon^ttee 
agree with me^ and \( their surplus fiinds allow of It, I wonid 
respectfully propose to them the formation of such an esta^ 
bllshment in this parish. .....: 

In a former letter, I mentioned that the Limerick Cham- 
ber pf -Commerce has built a scutching*mtll^< dwelling'^oiise 
for the miller, storeA-house, &c« in this parish of Ahiof^on; 
This establishment is, I find) now proceeding lolembly well.i; 
and with some farther pecimiajry aid,, and ^wpequilly with-a^ 
prpper k>cal superintendehqe and Mntnml, It might lie rea^ 
aered most extenaifely osefal. TW mUUr ahonki. kne wm 
^ncff oi ipf l sM^ry ; aiMl^ for n tim# latitaalt tte price «f «ratch« 
iii§ shpfM l^fe^yctd to thepe9pto« The jlpim^iifi^pcbaDl^ 
IHid eiq^fiQ»ept|il weatlog eiMtablishmeiiti. niplit N fanic4 
on witil mpm itdvutage apart from, the scntcfaing oealcem. 
And : there happeQf po beji liurge building^ admirably. adapt<!t. 
ed for. both purposes^ which: might eiihjer be purchased for a: 
inodera;^ nun) or ti^^en fpr a term of years .at a small annual 
rent. .Te» thl.% paiish, aod this bnildiog, hii4 we anfficieiit 
funds, I should wish to bring a northern family, of >good 
fhani^t^BT) industrious hi^bit^^ and as<!ertained skill and.ex- 
perienpev The basband shPuld be a weaver, jmd- should 
safe ^YO or'six Jppms constantly employed; hiring, .as: 
journeymen, and successively^ so as to diffuse the art, iai 
joung leavers of this country, whom he, might institute* 
in the most apprpved nprtfiern raod^ Hie wife;;and^ 
daughters of this man ^hoiild be expert. spinnerai, 4of good: 
temper,. and popular I9anner8,ai\dr these I ^ would employ, 
as the conductresses of a spinning*8chool ; noc have f a: 
doubt that| in 'va(ioi|s< other respects besides spinning, in 






the introdiiQtioa of cleanlinou, order, deqeocj, aad 
mlljr iloproved' liabito, sach'a family nuight become a blest- 
mg to this country. The hoitte to wMch I allude^ is lai^ 
aod iofty ; and would readily admit the ditisions necessuy 
to keep the spinning and weaVing departnttents alti^thi|ut 
distinct 'and separate. 

The matter of finance, the most important of all, now 
comes to be considered. In the first place then*, I hate 
teason to beliete, that the Chamber of Commerce would 
Itbtelly come forward; would first make over their coa^ 
Cera to proper trustee's, and then contribute a sum amNudlt 
to the support of the institution. Aft to farther supplies, I 
could wish profision to be made for permanence. Itba 
notorious failing of my countrymen, that they nndertaks 
^ith spirit, indeed,^ but seldotn pertevere. And the funds 
MThich, at the cominenceinent of any plausible scheme, irA 
apt enough to overflow, are too soon' dried up* To guaid 
against tfis, if the Committee could allocate, for the penoa-* 
sent sapport of the proposed establishment J^SOOO, the in** 
terest of that sum, would, without trenching on the dapltal, 
pidply 8u$ce, not only for carrying on the mill and the 
iehoolii, but also for providing premiums for the best spin- 
ners, and weavers; one important, and indeed indifj^nsabfe 
part of the plan, which I had almost omitted — ^the premiuBos 
to be given, not in money, but in flax-4eed, flax, wheels, ind 
occasionally looms. 

Af to the management, I wduld place it in the hands of 
a body of trasteesi^ such as the Prerid^t and some one 
leading .member of the Chamber of Conraierce^ and General 
Bourke, whose assistance in all such matters is faivaluable. 
I ishould also beg tor propose myself^ and my fritod and co- 
adjutor in this parish, Mr. Forster, as trustees for life. We 
may not be permanently ministers of Abiifgton; but our 
attachment to h, and interest in its welbre, can cease onl^ 
with our lives. 

It is not the least advantage derivable fro^ ^e plan whidb 
I propose for consideration, that the trastees, by theinielvesi 
and through a confidential agent, might Continually inspect 
the progress of spinning, and weaving, and growing, aid 
dressing flax, throughout this parish ; and, by the patronage 
and rewards in their disposal, might afford a powerful sti- 
mulus to industry, neatness, good order, and thereby, to 
that improved moral tone, which is the invariable resuH of 
such habits. 

Such a plan would, J confidently trust, be at once ex** 
perimental and exemplary; would shew wnat is attainable^ 
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and would induce others to press forwards towards the 
attainment. 

* The sum of £3000, I grant, is lai^e ; and. the amount 
would unquestionably be too great, if it were allotted for 
the advantage only of a single parish. It is, howe? er, to be 
considered, that the benefits of the scutching*mi}], even in 
its present less improved condition, are extended to a great 
distance ; flax is already brought to this mill from places 10, 
15, and 30 miles distant. And, what I consider yet- more 
important, is the indirect and incalculably progressive benefit 
derivable to the whole county, perhaps even the whole pro- 
▼fnce from the example of one plan, in which improved 
modes of manufacture may be successfully adopted. 

More on this subject, I will not now add, than that I 
shall await respectfully, but not without a deep and lively 
ittterest, the decision of your benevolent and enlightened 
Committee. 

It is but right for me to say, that the people of this 
country are overflowing with gratitude to their English 
fellow-subjects. More, I trust, has been done in -this single 
year than in past centuries, towards a real union of thd 
countries. One little anecdote I will mention. ' My friena 
Mr. Forster, in a ride the other morning, fell in with a 
party of our peasants. One roan said, <^ but for the Eng- 
lish, the people would have perished in the ditches, and we 
should now haye a plague in the country." Another, ai 
Tenerable old man, then, calmly, but with profound emotion/ 
said ^^ Grod bless them for their goodness !" and, after a 
short pause, added, ^^ and He will bless them !" These are 
the Tery words, and this is but a fair specimen of the pre* 
Talent feeling. 

It is, perhaps, too obvious to be mentioned, and yet it 
is so important that I cannot help intreating attention to the 
fact, thatj by the proposed disposal of ^3000, so mucK 
money vnll be preserved in perpetuity, for the ftirtherance 
of any other good purpose hereafter, whether this should 
fail, or whether, as it is rather hoped, it should be so efiec# 
tnally answered, as to supersede the necessity of any factiti 
tloas aid to manufactures in this parish. 



* 
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From Thomas BrownCj Esq. to (he Mosi Rev. lift} 
Oliver Kellj/^ Tudm^ 30th September, 1822. ': ^ 

My Lord, . 'I 

As your Grace has requested that I slibtfkf 

|>ut upon paper any remarks I could make upon ike dociii> 

ments forwarded by the l>ondoa Tavern Committee, relatif>([i 

to the promotion or establishment of the Linen MannfactsrCf 

An this county, I here submit ail that my best consideratuMi. 
of the subject has enabled me to say. 

The portion of the ^^40,000 granted by that benevolent 
Coounittee for this object, I suppose, will be coosiderablt < 
fqif^ ikis kirge county, which has, suffered so much from the 
lite calamtty, and whose popjulation even in the bc»it of 
tlmer,are proTerbially the poorest of any in Ireland ;.and I 
lliovid think it most ad?iseable, to throw almost the entire 
into charHal>le loan establishments throughout the county, 
as recommended by the Committee, and which corresponds, 
I believe, exactly with that over which your Grace presides 
in this tpwn^ with the exception of the system of loans; 
the Coilimittee recommending three months for the pay- 
ment of the first instalment, and monthly payments afiv, 
until the whole is paid oi^ with interest, irithin tlie space of 
on^ year, whereas yo«ir Grace requires weekly payments, 
and the whole to be paid withhi nine months wtUMHit iHte- 

V lre0t. Your Gtiice^ plan f think >liest adapted for our p^r, 
'ks I apprehend the^ "Wjrald be unable to pay inteMi^ ^^and 
if they had three months for the first instalment, tliey might 
i6rgBt their debts altogether, and particularly as yonr Gniols's 
establishment has heen found, by experience, to sncceed 
better than any other I know or hear of, I should thinkrit 
woald be imprudent to deviate in any material degree from 

t its present system. I should recommend giving flax and 
'wheels gratis to some poor, widows and families, many* of 
#fapt){i from age, poverty, or other causes are unfit^ or unable 
to follow any other industry; but the plan of giving fiax 
to the poor, and paying them for spinning, I think liable to 
inconvenience, as a committee could scarcely guard against 
biid spinning ; besides nothing in my mind can operate as 
a stronger incentive to good workmanship, than the ^>rice 
to be obtained for the thread In the market, which is always 
proportioned to the degree of excellence they are enabled 
to arrive at. Onr linen manufacture seems even in.a more 
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backward state than that of the county of Limetick, as 
described by Archdeacon Jebb ; there is no such thing, I 
belfeTe^ as a sctttch-mill m tb^s county; and the linen made 
with us is of that low description \ihich seldom meets with 
sale in Dublin, except when there is a demand for sheeting ' 
for soldiers' barracks, or occasionally for negrde clothing 
for the West lodies.* If it woald be adviseable to expend 
M JUfge mm ia the establishment of a better liqen monufac- 
Mvrej . I dare say the introduction of the scutch-mill, and oi 
a uorth country family, recommended by Archdeacon Jebb, 
woutd be desirable; but this draws meintouf^her con^ 
siderations, > v 

When X reflect upon the great encpuragement afforded by 
l^yernment, through the Linen Board,. by bounties on est- 
portati<m, &c« and the great interest taken on behalf -,#€ the 
trade here, and indeed in every place, and that uptwitbr 
standing our weavers are the poorest people we have,, and 
that when we have flax for eight-pence per pounds apd 
thread Tor nine-pence and ten-pence, it will be seen that our 
poor wooieii eakMiotf earn more than from oi|e penny to two- 
pence per day, by the business; while our dealers ip linen 
constantly complain, (particularly since the demand for bar^ 
racks, has in a great measure, ceased) that they have lai^ 
qaantitiea jupon hand, and of it being a very nnprofltable 
rtrade : sueK being the real state of the ease,! do not seethe 
««ie of adding to the supply in the market^ when it is already 
ovjerstocked with the article, and the prices iiet remnnera* 
^Dg the diffe^snt hands nowr engaged in the manufacture; 
and sale of the article cannot be expected to be bettered bf 
iiddiog to; the mperabundant supply, and it would be really 
severe to encourage other poor people to engage in itfrade, 
when we find it difficult to support those who follow it at 
•present ; besides, in our imitating the north eouBtry manu- 
&cture, I should be apprehensive we might make a descrip- 
tion of linen, for which there would be no demand at all, 
or at best only injure the industry of that part of the king- 
•dora, which perhaps stands in need of assistance. Inr fact^ 
my Lord, it strikes me that this part of- the country is noc 
sufficiently advanced in the rude art of agriculture, to thiols 
of establishing any thing like manufactures, and oo thai 
account! should wish that the loan establishments were 
not exclusively for the benefit of the Itueri manufacture, but 
were extended to e\ery poor man of industry, alloifing htm 
such credit as may be reasonable, considering ki^ ^ade pir 
pccupaiion. 
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From John Godley, Esq. KiUigar Hau9ej Ccm^ity ^ 

Leitrimy 1st October, 182S. 

• « 

The plan of assisting the poor, by eDCOura^ng tbe linen 
niaiiii£u;ture, is certainly the best that can be adopted, and Is 
peculiarly suited to the ciFcnnistances of this part of firehuid. 
I have long been in the habit myself of lending small Mas 
of money for the purpose of purchasing looms^ whiA the 
borrower's repay by instalments, and I hare found great 
benefit to result from so doing. Of course the* benefit will 
be much greater, when the system is carried -on on a laigar 
•cale. 



From the Right Hon. Lord Cbmbroek^ CUmbro^ 
House, Galway, 2nd October, 1882. 

The eneoiH'agement of the linen Manufacture la cer- 
iainly one of the most obvious modes of ameliofating ^ 
condition of. the poor in the south and west of Ireland. ,Ib 
.thb county, the ppogresf already made in it enables, the 
greater number of the lower order of tenantry, to mantfac- 
tnre a sufficient quantity for home use ; and the oTerplos 
either of linen or yam frequently pays a gr^t portion of 
their rents. ..Those wbo haTe the sniialleat portions of kad, 
generally manage to cultivate some fiax, and are occasioimily 
supplied by their landlords with utensils, when they are 
themselves unable to procure them. Any fund which will 
increase these resources must be beneficial; but I own I 
foresee great difficulty In establishing a system of l(mm$, with 
any tolerable security for repayment, and | almost fear 
that offers of aid^ under such restrictions, would in many 
instances, rather slacken, tb&n stimulate, the exertions of a 
pec^le so much involved io poverty and debt. 
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From the Venerable Archdeacon Jehb^ dafe^Al 

GMe, Countj/ o/Lim^tickf '9iAh October^ 18!i 

« * . ' ■ • I ■ 

, • 1 . • • ^: . I- 

I Mre ' already proqir^d fix>iii ifheelwi^ti lestdeht . 
io Ay parish^ 151 wheeU ^t 78 Qd eacby and 13 leeli at 6i« 
each J the whole cost helQg j£60 lOs 9d. . OfthUy Jiowevety 
I reiaio pne-tlnrd in mj hands, having stipabited iri<Ji.th* 
wheelwrights for the retention of so much, till the implemeiiiii 
shall hare been three months in mse ; a plan which, .wbUe ft . 
secures theqnalitj of the worl^ wil) prove. nltimately 6eii04 
fidal to the workmen ; these deposits are, in some degree^ 
a sttbstit^to the poor men for a savings' bank^ nad they jara 
already sensible of the advantage; conscious, tht^t, if the 
money were not thus reserved for them^ they wonl^ already 
have eipended it themselves. 

Jt is felt and admitted that the mamifacture of wheels hi 
this parish is already brongjbit to a great pitch of improve^ 
nient. And, (what I ,pardcnlarly rejoice at) the wheel-^ 
wrightf : are fmnid of their improvement, and appear al 
once satisfied with themselves, and grateful to their eow 
ployers, for the advance which they are making,' and the 
character which th^y are acquiring. . . • 

J have drawn up regalatioos, which I reqi^e all persons 
employed here, in the manufacture of wheels, to jMbSGribji 
and a&ere to. They have been found very useful ; and. I 
take the Uherty of enclosing a copy of them.; at possibly^ 
thQ(<on4on Conunitfre plight think it adviseahle to direct 
the attention of the sey^ral BwfjSsB of Coun^ Tmstees to this 
liMUter. Tho' prices must^ of course^ vstry with the cif^cQnH 
stances of diiFerent counties ; but I conceive that regulations 
formed on the same plan, might b^ serviceable \l generally 
adopted. 

The ensagemerU_ underwritten to be signed , bv all 
WheemrtghU employe^ to supplif Wheels and Reels. 

We do hereby jenga^e to furnish wheels to 

at tlie rate of seven shillings and sixpence 
each ; the. stocks ijo be of ash, the feet of ash, or Irish oak ; 
the standards on which the rim bears of ash, Irish oak, ot 
elm ; the rims of Jrish oak, sycamore, chesnut, or elm ; the 
fiyers of ash ; the spools of ash, or elm, the other parts to be 
nuufe'of an/good and pfoper UP^ber; and the entire pf foU;^ 
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MMobed (rood. Each wheel to be )&{ iDCliMClaarlB t)n 
dUmeler of tb^ riiRf sod 16 \9tim in.leBgUiot 4w Mpc)^ 
BW17 wM Antt, be (Btanitted to ;tl)e.ioip^ioii. «C . . , ^ 

■iidJtt?a ; ippmal^lwlnBl 

Ulincdwd. 

' WeriMMti^t6fiiniUiiticliWith,«locki,'«f0wlalgM* 
■hk, ttd nbat iDbtUndal pidw 1 tbe Bateriak to be nfc,- 
dn; or Irith oak, foil; leeMmed i tbe price il* Ai(llp|l< 
mOn kbd tbe reel* iwlQeot to like b»pectl«B.:witl^ ;tlM^ 

We do tin pfombtf and engage, to attend to nob dbM''^^ 
tlmi, ai fram ttue to time, Bhall be glTen u b/ 

or by anj other persona ybo iliaU be 
named to tn u mperlDteadantt or Inspectors t it belBg «b* 
deratood, that our wheels and reels Bhall, before thejrara. 
receifed, and for one twelve month after, i>e nil^ject to. 
whatsoeTer additional laspection 
maj pleaie to appoint. 

- We do farther engage to keep in good and sfifficientre^ 
p^r, for the space of twelre calendar montlu from the-lime. 
of their delirer^, such wheals apd reels as va shaU mpac- 
tlrel^ >"pply ^ 

And we do hereb]^ agree to t^e following terms of pBf<» 
ment: via. Thattwo-tliirdsof the price twpeidon the ddi*. 
▼er; of onr Wheels and reels, ^d the remaining f bird to be 
kept In the bands of 

for three calendar months after said wheels and' reels shall 
•haM coma lilto actual use, by way of secnritf for the jast 
p erfafBB li nw «f tkf aboTo artideti. The third put of the, 
pfco'eodetrtied, to be paid at the expIr«tioa of said thmn; 
mwtths, "pnvldcid tbe wheels and to^i abifV bate appisn^. 



Rep&rt from the Coardj/ (^ LAfi^HlJty 
SSthOctobeTf 1888. 

Whilst Id Onblio I Attended the I4aen Board, and qd- 
dentood from the members present, (hat any.'ef theiroffioen 
who could advance the objects ofourTrattees sbonld bedi* 
reeled to co-operate with them in tboii respective counties. 
, Conceiving (hat the ezpuience to be drawn from the char 
rifabie Ipaii societies )vouJd be wefnl sjud itDpo^tant,, ]i v^^ 



vii- in ta^fmaff with Mr. Hyett, fhe esbAirithn^ ineorpo^ 
ntti by Mtaiis in St. .^luieB p&riBb, DQblio. ud bad th« 
aatij&c«iawU'dBid^ltlie vii-ws^of tIM Cbtt^lRe« ii^tpMed 
by dwMlWjirfUMt chttritaMalom. For the Iw^iiT!^ jeirf 
BO di&cnltrfau arif^n In the maDf^mafit pf .thpmi^. Jlv^ 
i^ttofluAe-Int yam th« t9»n»l)i«baiHtoelirepft[dj ud ' 
dmn^-tfas-bn'TMnprqcedbig tbe BuMt la d^fuH did 'not 
Awecd Ui. Tha Mntb duiit«bl« loui, wh^r^ tkttepAwS 
daring* la^'rapqnmnt «f itoaey ifVi eqiuny well m*-. 
Mged.; DO loBMi werenutslDed, and great paDctaalftyiud 
fUr dMiiag were msidfeRted t>f the poor. The managen of 
bothMtablUhments stated their regret, that by the constitn- 
tioli«f -their sodetiet they wen not enabled to charge inter-, 
est «nUteBaoir lent, ai they conceiVed that there would ba 
BO greater dlfficnlty In obteintBgtfae repayment of £l : Is 
- witbjiitbe yetlr, tlwiithein«TeTepaytiient of^l. 

' All thete obMrvatiom were highly satisfactory, uid 'were 
fully supported by an inspection of the occoond of two cha* 
rkable hwns at Ijoierick, the particulars of which sball iw 
betenfter oomniDnicsted to Ton. 

- From Dttblin I pFOoeeiled to Limerick, and was gratified 
at perceiving the great abandaoce of the late harrests throngfa- 
otit'lhe' entire of the- midland counties. Potatoes varied froia , 
14d to 3d and ft^d a itooc of 14ib. From the time I enlerf^ . 
ed' IttOBb 9«rtB of the country which bad shared in dmv distri- , 
bution, 1 ciuJeaToured to trace whether mnch land remaioed i, 
uncultivated. This did not appear to me (u be the case, nor - 
from Etiy Bnbsequent enquiries do I conceive it probable that 
many 'acre« havp beed allowed actually to remain waste. 
0nt a coosider^ble bi'e&dtTi of lanil prepared for potatoes has 
1 believe been sown with grain, the result of which altered 
cultivation it b important Id coDsider. The encreased 
' growth ef potatoes would have added «o much directly tothe 
food and comforts of the peasant^ ; the encreased growth of 
corn only adds to mnch to Hie rent of the landlord. The 
peasant cannot exchange his superabundant grain to make 
good hb deficiency of potatoes, as bis landlord Mops It in tran- 
sitn for the rent due to him. 

I also attended to the clothing of the peasantry, and so far 
as their general appearance to the eye, it is by no nneaas 
much worse than on average year*. But when the intenitr ttf , 
their cottages is ranudered, and above all (he bed clothing^ a 
ladtentable deficiency I fear exists, which the grant from 
pnrCotnmittee will be hut incompetent to relieve. Still. the 
appropriUiw) of otr balance, by promoting the industry of the 
- themaQbesj will perhaps bring a supply of cfothipg 
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witldii thtk Kflcli ia » bflMar aod. safer waf tiun kad.a ohm 
fuJ^sf^il9e.^S6rt been made geaeiallj to npplj it» 

TliediitaUiof.eiDr phil^ end our fjMeni of aiooait^ w 
jfiilreB niicli comiderktiiM^ baft I submifted a §ttaa to tie 
Coaunittee Mkeljr to be a^roved ct We deteiiaiBed on thtf 
fi^iowtog pvindpleBy wkich I traH anaf DMtet the appfebatkm 
pfthe iKHMkm dommittee. We baTe fxedon eigbt piiaeipal 
•tatiooi tbroogltoot tbe coontj) for tbe diitribotioa.Vyf loaiui 
Id unpteBieiits^ Ace. ; 'each of these iato ba^isitied at <ied 
Ifiinei b J the detlk and itore4»eper« Committees irili be 
formed at each for th# purpose of reeeiTiiig applications aad 
xe^ayments, and keeping regular accoantf ; the dh^baUon 
to be icarried on by them under the cpntroul of the LKteilbk 
Committee: if an j of .these local Committees ghre-eeenritj 
for fthe re-^payment of. the principal and intereMln the maanef 
specified by «8) the wheels, 6^. to be placed at their dis* 
posal. The only modification which I wfeh to saggfist to 
{lus plan hf that for tlie lirst month we should confine ^or^ 
selves to three or four places only^ and that when we'haie 
succeeded there, we should extend ourselves further till' ool 
entire county is studded with these little domestic eatablbh- 
inents for the promotion of indostiy. 

My attention was called to the state of the linen trade In 
the west of the County of; Cork, where it has protected 
those who w^re engaged in it both from 4i8tre88nnd distpr<« 
bance. The state of the n^aoufacture is as follows ; 

Tear ending 31st December^ IBIU 

Market Pieces* Yards. Yalne. 

ClonaJOlty 8583 ••.. 1,178,374;.. 35,951 15 

Cork H,48S I 10 

Bandon -5,048 17 

puamanway ••••.... ^.. ....'•.... ..v...-; 3,788 Q 

s6i0y476 14 4 

The sales in the Clonajkilty market for | of the inresent 
year, amount to j^24,830 3s Od, and nearly eqmil the 
ientire sales of the year preceding, and the last quarter will 
probably increase in a still greater pioportioo. There is a 
scarcity, of. yarn, and a gresft want of implements, combined 
withafi anxiety for employment requiring no stimnlns or 
eicitement The increase of the trade of Clonakilty haft 
chiefly taken place within the last five years. Lord Shannon 
leaving been three times obliged to add to the size of the mar<* 
j^et pUce ; the trade has been mtich improved by tbe estab* 
l|shment of a salesmaster, or officer of the linen ItKNurd, and 
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the in9i|rkfttl» ndw. so wfXL knowi^ that it h tretfaftnte^^hj 
ScolcbDilVerB) andcpiuiid^ittble purchases on cofbniissiaii 900 
mikdt4 . iibwre 600 looma are at work at Clonakiltj^.SOO aA 
Roan, imd. abpat 140 elsewhere :; each of, these looms f^^fiag 
employment to'from 8 to 10 spinners, earning on an aTemga 
thr^Tpepi^ .a 4ay* The detKiiiptlQ>nii|f linen ifiaiHtfactnred 
iaibe same alluded to hj Mu Oldhmp,^ beiog imitationa of. 
Ae CUtrman pbtillas i widei; . ^ •. ' ; 
. I .next Tisited the bleach, grounds and manufactory «f 
Messrs. Bernard, one of who)n) the Ii)spector Generaiy ft 
had the honour of making know^ to our London Committee,' 
I tjhere saw the platiUas^worked and made i they are a slight 
course fabric averaging eight-ipence per yard brown, and te»^' 
pence half bleached* ' • 

; I.haye already stated that the general experience derired 
from the loan charities thionghont Ireland, is faToorable Iq 
the principle 6f our appropriation. I proceeded to enqniiv 
into its applicability to the iineiL trade in particulai^ and the 
result was still more encouraging. It appears to me, that not 
only may we expect to be repaid, but to be repaid With ease 
and satisfaction. 

The following calculation will ei^plain my view of the case, 
I shall suppose a loan inade of a whe^l and of two^^tpcieiof,4^ 
the account will stand as follows ; 

. "i .- I. . . . J ' ij _ • . ■ * 

DK* 8. d. ca. 8. d. 

Wheel 

flax 



§•• 



7 
9 6 



16 



33 hanks of yam at 5|d 14 8 
jResid, Tow 4lb. at 3d l.Q 
Balance ;.,..... .... 6 4 



V '/ 



1«P 

... "T-^?^ 

Ap ordinary spinner will complete the task in ono moNlij 
and will thus by one month^s labour acquire the possession of 
a wheel. . .Again the accojont may be stated as (pllows : ^ 

Loan as abQTe lOs. 



But suppose prices high : 

jfi s. d. 
Flax 58. St. .. . 10 
Wheel 10 



1 
,0 




1 








Injfelvst 5 per cent. 
Balance of profit after 

purchasing wheel • 1 11 



j^2 1« 



£ 8.d. 



Labour of a woman 
in spinning Is 6d a 
week, but taking it at 
Is only, and leaving 
t . of h^r time for 
household work— thh 
for one year 3 



1% 



£% 12 
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This pm^its a greiiter eDeoarogemeiil to iodttiltfjr&lli we 
coold bj possfbilitj have anticipated ; Iwt wef% H ten-Md 
greaieiTf till ihe exisfting impiedlineiits are removed, and l4K 
pkiDoentt placed fa» tlie peaslUBt^i band, no^ragreie can be 
iqade. :. •'.'•' 

Id thespionli^ eitablitkaeiila formed by G^^BomAe^ be 
at first had to mtaii\ « km ol 7 per cent.^ or is o«AwlMiiidi 
told his jium for 7 per cent lets than be had ghaft Inr ^ 
iaz. Iu8 last aceonnt bad redoced this loss to 4 per cent. 
an4 h&.iieighli&iir, Mr. Compton, had bakaced lilii accoaats 
^fen» .It is evident tlierefore tkiat as skill advi^nces what lias 
beep a loss will become a profit, andl rather inia||in«f thai 
the women will spin better on their, own accoont than when 
brought together tp labour for anj charitable committee. { 
: The Inspector General Besnard was employed cm a tear of 
inspection in'.the .Netherlandji on thesnbject of flax i there-^ 
snlts of hta observations are of the last importance, and I en- 
dose them for jour consideration* 



Ffomihe Peo* Otorge Fonter^ Thurka^ Qnmiy of 
Tipptrarjfy SUt. October^ ISSSt. 



. 'iii\ 



\ Am^^t racka mass of misery, Indiyidiial aid or alms cap.dp 
tint little, and i^ is only through the mediiUn of their owning 
^tty that the poor can be permanently relieved, tinder 
this conviction, above a year ago, we endeavoured to estab- 
lisii in the neighbourhood of Tliurles, the manuAictttre of 
coarse yam and linen, and at a weekly yam market, which 
Ws been n^larly held in the town for some months past, 
we give stated premiums to the persons who sell certain 
quantities of yara, the produce of their families industry, 
and also to the weavers who buy their yarp at our market* 

. Our fund has arben from subscription^ among ourselves, 
aided by a donation of fifty pouqds from the Irish govern- 
ment. In addition to the preipinms, we distributed spinning- 
wheels and flax, some gratis, and more for repayment, by in- 
stalments ; and we have reason to hope that by perseverance 
on our parts, jlhe market will succeed and thereby lay tl^e 
foundation of industry aipong the females ^dl^i^ren* 
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^f)0hi a^ Lady in the Cauniy of Mayo, 

.//i.ji:J. '- Jist November, liS^. 

'^t'^m^to: Ireland the end of July 1818; the people were . 
then recovering the distress a<id disease of the two preceding . 
jttig9^ Wat feftet^ stBl prfefail^ io a great extent ; the num- 
b9!&i>f b^fS^itrn ^besiegtUg' thehall doory aiid swarmhig xi\ tW. 
^S^wagfis "Auli oilcea, obliged me io exelrt myself to provldol 
for them by other means than mere charity. I began with . 
gettitt|^ a list of all persons belonging to the estate from iM. 
parish priest, and then bought. flax, and offered spinning. tD>. 
ail asking relief; by this means £ soon knew the regular 
and habitual beggars from' those having' houses and a little, 
land, whose distress was accidental. With Tery iiw. exeepu • 
fions (not above fire or six,) I found all wiliing to work, if 
work could by any means support them, and the number of 
my spinners soon became numerous, and in December 
.amounted to above eighty ; still sickness prevailed, and all 
I could do was very inadequate to the relief required, but' 
none died of fever after my arrival. The following spring, 
Mr. S. succeeded in establishing a dispensary, and 1 waa 
then able to refuse all relief to beggars,. and, in a very short - 
time, none came to the house.. Every thing I could apare 
of milk, broth, ^q. I gave regularly twice a week, to all the 
poor spinners, and by giving every thing myself, and assem- 
' l^ing ail at thjs same hopr, imposition wsu) almost eiitiifeijr 
prevented. In the spring, Mr. S. i^ished to breailt up kbofMt 
four a^rea of coarse grass, and it was portidti^d iitipdf^.lSlii 
'pNOdrdst,. rent free, 'particularly widows.^ who hadteenf cdikr 
polled by distress to id)andQn their holdings. I tHIiik this "w^ 
of great Use, and settled uiany. Thbse who had'no residettce 
of their own, were assisted in the course of thie ^ihftier' % 
1/uilding cabins, and by the be^^lnning of tM nett i^int^, 
many famiiifs I had found beggingf^ without a home, >'h4lA 
cabins and potatoes, and earned from Is. 'to. Js.-^a . Ir^j^t: 
by sptntiing, besides what their l>oys could do. Mr. S^..the 
first spring (1819) sowed three acres of ^x for me, which 
enabled me to give spinning at less. 1q$s, and he saved the 
seed bf abont half an acre* In January 18^, 1 was able to 
t^egin a giris' free-school, on a Very small scal6 at first, for I 
^gan with twenty girls, of whom .very few knew their let- 
ters, or had ever touched a needle. Some, of tuselve or 
thirteen years could Uot say a pn^er fai any language, .Wd 
there was certainly a great prejudice against the .Sichool, but 
this wore off rapidly, and though the country Was Hry mufch 
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disturbed immediatelj aboat us, the wioter of 1820 and 
1821, I llMind'the spiniiiiig and school go on pi^ectlj^ and 
both succeeded in every way. The produce of ten acres of 
flax was spun in the course of the winter and following sum- 
nier, and in three montiis I had fifty giAs in the school, and 
haTe now ninety, and might have two or three times atf) 
nkmy if I had room for them, for I have appHcatiofas alnost: 
,duiy. Mr. 8. sowed flax-«eed, saved from the flax he gre# 
far my spinners^ and it produced a remirhabl/ fine cnpif- 
and ever since he has saved the greatest part of tlie seed,' 
stsckhig the 'flax and threshing and bogging it in M[arch. I 
fiad it a much greater charity to give spinning froin Mxkk 
to August than daring the winter half year^ and though I 
give it all the year round, I insist on all the nnmarried girli' 
whose mothers spin for me^ going to service during the three- 
Winter months, when all can get service, who are good spiiN" 
ners, and have a wheel. Potatoes are plentiful in Nov^m- ' 
ber, December, and January, and the flax is spun and the 
yUm sold as qnickly as possible to make up the January 
rents, 80;that the abundance of food, and the press of work^ 
makes every one here a spinner for the quarter who are able- 
to afford it. The girl is expected to spin a hank a day, and 
to ute her own wheel. Mr. S. for the last three years, has 
bought Dutch flax-seed, and 'retailed it to the people at= 
prime cost, giving time to those he could trust. It comes 
higher than the Riga and American seed sold in' the imr» 
kets, but the people |>refer it. The flax-Seed saved from 
the Dutch seed they prefer to what >they can buy in the 
markets, and it has always produced a better crop. Mr. Sir* 
hsES sown Dutch seed, and seed of his own ripening, in the 
same ground the same year, and has produced quite as fine 
flax in every respect; he has never sold of sowed seed 
ripened fron^ any but Dutch seed ; the seed is said to dege- 
nerate, but we have never tried it beyond the 'first year* 
AUowing the seed to ripen ceitainly does not injure the 
flax for ^^ two hank yam,'' the staple of this part of Ire- 
land, whatever it may do for finer yam, nor do Iftid the 
return from the scutcher and hackler diminiished, if bothr 
take proper pains. The greatest trouble I have had is la 
preventing the habitual* impositions of the spinners : almost^ 
all at first brashed or at least rubbed their yam vrith a wet^ 
ctoth whilst on the reel. This practice is encouraged by^ . 
the yam buyers^ who buy up a great deal of yftm at the 
eHbin doors, and contrive to dispose of it Without its beinr 
e)tpdsed publicly for sale. Both these practices are contiltiy 
to law. The fmuduleney^f th6 Cc^maught yam h Mtorioasy 



luid certatnlya ferkras iiijiiiy to tht people; they cheat iA 
the reeliki§9 in the si«e of tlie reels eren^ and bj brodifng 
the jam. Bj attending to these particularsy and to having 
the thread safficiently twisted^ I hardlj loUte anj thing bjr 
the spionidg ; the chief part of the loss h in weaving. Mf^ 
S, calcolates the prime cost of the hackled flax to be Od. per 
lb. long) and tear<flax valaed together. This is charging the 
prime cost of seed, the highest conacre rentfor land, and 
every sort of labour osed in the production of the article ;— • 
the value of the second scatching, tow and hackling tow aie 
dedncied. The market price of hackled flax is from 7d id 
Od a lb., say 8d as an average this year and last. I pay 4dl 
a lb. for spinning, and have always got lOd a lb. foi* my 
yam, generally II fd, and sometimes as high as 14d. Oof 
barony abonhds with poor weavers, who, I believe, aboi^t 
I'5 years ago emigrated from the North of Ireland to thkl 
estate, and were encoaraged to settle by the late landlord* 
The weavers generally do their work much better -than the 
spinners, bat the vaine of labour is so small, they cannot . 
support themselves, and the greater part have no capital 'to 
purchase yam. The sort of work that pays the best, it 
what is called Siigo webs, two hank (or sometimes mixed 
yam) wove into pieces 5i yards long, and seveh-eights wide;' 
^3 hanks usually make something more than 92 yards, but. 
not more than ensures the right measure, for every weaver 
does not give exactly the same return of measure* If the 
work is good, I get 9d a yard for these webs. The ashes to , 
boil the yam for each web cost Is 8d. The account would, 
stand thus: 

s6 s. d. 

>53 hanks at 5d per hank, or lOd per lb* • ... 1 2 1 

Ashes.... ^ ; 18* 

Weaving S^d per yard, or 15s per web. • ... 15 O 



■(■ 



1 IS » • 
52 yards at 9d per yard .....# 1 19 O ' 

I now take )n yam, pay for the spinning it, give out fVe^h 
iax, and take in, and pay for the weaving of webs, and give' 
out fresh yarn to the we^tvers once a week. I have about 90f 
weavers employed, and this year have had the greatest p«t' 
of the summer as many as 120 sphmers, but usually about ioj 
It does not occupy above 6 hours to do all this ; tl^e Weav^fir ' 
copnt the threads in one cut of one hank of the yarik, broi^iht' 
by eackspinuerr. Each spinner's yarn is' weigUedbeft^i^att' 
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present, and an j deficiency 9f w^ig^t declared, fuki ^Qf jOii^.; 
dpubtttig it, allowed to exaqpineit. Each ^^Mnk > ^samiiHr. 
myself, and if I think it uneven, or not well twisted, at* 
brushed, give it to the weavers to decide upon* 3y moiling,* 
my eye ovef* every hank myself, I can detect any .e^riu; 
the reeling ; and by cailing on. the we^ven^ to decjde,..!; 
avoid any 'imputation of partially, or iittnece8sar|[,s^rictiiei^^ 
As the weavers are to ijoanufacture the yarn thc^foselves. It. 
is their interest not to pass bad. Each spinner seea the bnB- 
die of flax weighed before she takes it, and if there is^ e ; 
least dispute, I always have it weighed over again to »atisfjr . 
her, provided the objection is made before she leaves jthd; 
room. I have a table ruled for keeping the accounts whic^.. 
facilitates the business very much. The nanie of the apinner,,^ 
and her place of residence is entered in the first colnqpn, the 
weight gi?en her in the next, the, price per lb» in the nexL 
and the sum earned entered when the yam is returned, and- 
the money paid her. Thus: 



Nime. I Resulf nee. 



. 



B.8ca»y.. 
M. KfQny*^ 
W.Taniy. 

C. IVaiiie' 

■■^■■1 ■ I lilt 



•1* 



Pnney';. . 
Oitn > • . • • 



Friday, .Sept. 87» 
^Mutity I iptepcrllk I price paid 

"IT 



Slbs. 

^: ■ 
6 tow 

6 



4 
4 



Is Od 
1 4 

1 

2 



itti 



Friday. Oct.. 4w 



3 

4 



€ 



4 
.4 

,2 

4 



1 4 

2d^ 



Th« table I have giv<iliaskeb1i of, butitshouT^6e6ntar](e, 
paper, iO as to contain space for eight weeks iii hreadtn, and^ 
for M the spinl^rs names m lengih, and I call over the names 
and take the yam of each and pay her, &c. and dfsnHSS her," 
in the oeder in which she stands in the list. By means of this 
table I can instantly see When the flax was given, and who 
has not retnrned the yam pqnctually. I have been thus 
particular, .because ,tt was not possible for any one to be more - 
ignorant of all concerning spinning and the manufacture of 
iinen thsm I was at first, and 1 think in few places coald 
there be more beggars, and poor habitually idle, and accus- 
tomed to live by hanging about the great house, than we 
found here, and because I am certain any one might do all 
that I have done;>irith less trouble than they would believe, 
when once the people are got into a right way, and the thing 
regularly in train. Now you do not see a beggar for weel^ 
together, and I shpuld think at least 50 families are. almost . 
entirely supported by tfie spinning, who would otherwise be 
begging all or. at least the greatest part of the. yean The 
oply charily 1 have found dogoodio professional beggars ia 
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taking their children when about li years old and clothing 
them, and* binding them for a year. The few shillings (from 
58 to 8s) their master agrees to give as yearly wages, I make 
him engage in writing to pay intb the hands of a third per- 
SQp, approved of by all parties, to prevent the parents of the. 
child getting it I at tbe end of the year, I take the money 
and new cf othe the child^ and bind him for another year ; 
in three ^tirs, h^ is^ if he i0 good for ativ thing dpd Wealthy, 
able to earn wagbs enoogh to ray for )ys own clothing, and 
I then leave' hint to himself. Thave uniformly found beg- 
gars eager to get their children so disposed of, and the chil- 
dren glad to leave off begging, though not always steady to 
remaining a year in the same service, without being threat- 
ened with the interference 5f a magistrate. Where there is 
a relation willing to take a child, I prefer him, and always 
l^aye the boy tc phuse his owi^ inaster., I Imow pf. charity^ 
that wovld be nv^re.'e^endively useful than gjviii^ Vjieejs ji,^ 
young girls going to service^ and next to this, lending wheels 
gratis; th«,w.heke)3 shQijild be lent only till a^ed ^r aga^i^ 
and at least pnce. a year should be all brought bacV? and In- 
spected and i^piured. The makers of wheels and reels en- 
gage to keep both i^i repair gratis for three yc^^ry. I find \ 
the children in the schools, both of the boys and thf^^jpsls^ 
much more docile and every way easier to teaQ)i'tIuih..any:o 
jMKNr chiklren I ever mw in£iigla;ml, and mnch'moiNSthiInk-' "^ 
' fal and. an»oa^ ,^r 4nsti^<*tion,..n^Q|ir 'that the |ft«^iid1£e 
agafilst u*^w stMilgerslsworn^ oft . Tie gutlfts^o^i^ftrpiii^tp^^ 
do plain .i^brk neatly^ and to l^eep it c|ean, and to M^cmrk i; 
part^lvelf o^t and ckan in their own peuons ; aad:lntliooir 
nesty and inclttsti«y wi^eo out of school their impsoiseaimit far^^ 
exceeds my ^cpectatibns, and they have evidently a pride in . 
being trusted, and will not screen in each mother any. act they:'' 
consider |L disgrace to the school. . . 
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•4..J. 



Iriih Cchntnitiee Ro(hn^ 

2Ut SeptembtTj 1833^ 

The Committee findtftg that thd first object of their atteli* 
doo, theprorision ojt a supply of food" for tlie relief of the 
^treaaea districts in Ireland, has been ^ery generally at«>^ 
tahied. have endeaTonred to appropriate the balance in th^j|r 
liaods iot the encouragcfment of tfsefai occupation among the 
Iifsh Peasantry, enabling them in some Aegte^ to sopply 
dieir own wants, and tending, through industry, to proilnote' 
Aeir moral improvement, and to raise th^m above their pre* 
t&tii destitnte condition. 

From various sourcies 6f i&formatlon, the best appropria* 
ti^n of the principal part of thid balance seems to be for the 
encouragement of the growth of Flas, and the manufacture 
of Tarn, Linen, and perhaps in some instances of Woolj 
through the meaiis of the domestic industry of the people. 

This appropriation is not made in substitution of any* 
efforts either public or private, but for the purpose of afford-* 
ing additional encouragement, and removing the obstacles^ 
which seem to impede the industry of the Irish peasantry. 

For this purpose the following heads of a plan are pre- 
pared, in a full confidence that every effort will be made,^^ 
by all the parties on whose co-operation their success roust 
de^d, to make the proposed institution extensively and* 
permanently useful. 
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It 18 proposed to name nine Directors, or Auditors, ih 
London, giTing them a power of filling up Tacancies in 
their own bodj, occasioned bj death or fesignaition* Three 
to be a quorum. 

A Board of Trustees to be appointed in the counties of 
Cork, Clare, Galwaj, Kerry, Leitrim, Majo, Roscomnnm, 
Sligo, Tipperary, and Limerick, not exceeding nine in num- 
ber; the vacancies bj death or resignation to be filled up 
by the Directors. ' Three to be a quorum. 

A Committee or Committees to be appointed by the 
County Trustees, of which they should be ex-officio mem- 
bers, together with a paid Clerk or Book-keeper, to act 
under them. 

All remittances to be riiade by the Directors to the County 
Trustees. 

The mode of affording encouragement to be upon the plan 
of the Charitable Loans, so long established and so much 
approved of in various piarts of Ireland, No aid to be gifen 
in money, but in flax-seed, flax, wool, yam, or implements, 
estimating these articles at prime cost, and not exceeding in 
value to any one person within one year the sum of ten 
pounds, or the value of two looms. 

The details of this plan to be carried into effect by the 
Committee acting under the direction^ of the Trustees. • 

The Trustees to fix times for their own meetingj^ ^4i^ 
give a fortnight's notice of their first meeting Jn the pnbl^ 
ps^ers. 

. The Committee to meet at such fixed times and pkceft.ai 
may seem expedient for the purpose of receiving applicatMHi^ 
iliid deciding upon them. 1. . : ^ ; 

All implements, &c« thus Considered as loans to be piu4 
for, together with 5 per cent* interest, by montliljr install 
n^ents^ allowing three, months to pass before the payment of 
^e first instalment, and the whole sum being paid off withia 
twelve mouths, 

iBach person receiving assistance to become bound lilmael^ 
and to give security for the punctual repayment of the piin* 
cipal and interest by the specified instalments. 

Every application to be m writing, signed by the partiet 
agreeing to become securities, and to be entered in a special 
register, together with the decision ^of the Committee thelre- 
on, whether affiramiive or negative. 

When assistance is given in flax-seed, flax, or yarn, the 
Committee to be authorised, if they shall so think fit, to 
receive payment in home-^aved flax<^seed, in flax, or yarn, of 
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a good quality; making a proportionate increase for the 
interest. 

The accounts and Touchers to be made np in a specific 
form, and submitted eyerj jear to the local Trustees in the 
month of January ; to be attested on oath by the Clerk, 
certified by the Committee, and a copy thereof, to be laid 
before the t)Uecton in London, on or before the 1st of 
March in every year. 

Any person failing in making good his instalment, to be 
proceeded against either in his own person, or his sureties, 
at the quarter session next ensuing his default, and to be* 
come, in case any loss is incurred by reason of his non-pay- 
ment, incapable of receiving any relief in future. 

Local coDtributiont to be collected by the Trustees and 
Committee in aid of these objects. 



JFrom the Right Htm* Lord Carbery^ Castle Freke^ 
County ofCorJc,2SHh September^ 182S. 

You will have seen ere this, from some communications of 
mine to the Committee, that the County of Cork is en- 
gaged in trying to carry into effect a plan similar in principle 
to that proposed by the London Committee. Similar commu- 
nications have also been made I believe by Mr. De La Cour. 
Your Committee had nominated the Trustees^ and we had 
nominated om County Committee, without either being 
aware of the intentions of the other; We were early ap- 
prised of the generous intentions of the London Committee 
to appropriate the great balance in their hands to the pro- 
motion of industry in. Ireland ; and I can safely say there is 
tt most anxioHS desire in this country to second their views, 
and to pay the most scrupulous attention to the administra- 
tloa of the funds which may be allotted to that purpose. 
" With respect to the actual distribution of the small loans, 
or implements, to individuals, that, I should imagine, must 
be the duty of local Committees in the several districts, and 
may thus possibly be m^de instrumental to encreasing the 
funds, by requiring some proportion of private subscriptioi\ 
to be given in addition to any aids from the general fundt 
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S96 TBUSlBBi WmL THtE 



From the Lord Bishap of Corky lit Octobery 188?. 

As a CQDTinciDg proof of the soiud judgment of your 
Cinnmittee in selecting the growth and mannfactoring oC 
flax as the most useful and the ilnost likely iti l)e efficacious 
emptojmeDt for our poor^ I beg leave to ohserre th^t in the 
•western parts of this county^ where tL cou^e kind of linen is 
jnannfactored, not one of those employed in the niannfae> 
tnre experienced the extreme wknt and distress under which 
their neigbhours must have perishedy but for the generous 
interference of their English fellow snbjects; and yet that 
very district is altogether one of the poorest in this county* 

From the experience of forty years, I can vouch for the 
superior usefulness of lending and enforcing repayment, 
rather than of giving money or implements for manufacture. 
In the very limited extent to which my small means would 
allow me to practice. I caunot recollect a single instance, 
where I had the happy consciousness ^f ha'vitig d<AiVgMrf hj 
gifts, and scarcely one in which I had given a small loan and 
received repayment by small weekly instalments, 'that did 
mot piQove effectual* 



•*« 



From John O'Driscoly Esq. Dunmanwayy C&unty pf 

Corkf 7th October^ 1822. 

The plan itself has my entire app|K>h<Ltion, audi thipk it 
dmnot full to be eminently usefhl. I 4p.iiQt see at presepit 
that I could suggest any improvement. 

I shall readily undertake the trust, and shall do.^Tejry 
thing in my power to promote the benevolent object)! of the 
London Committee^ to which this country is so deeply ip* 
d.ebted, and indebted perhaps for nothing more thkn^ fpr 
the wise appropriation made of the siiirphisfttDd*, 
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Ff&m Roiett De La Cour, Esq. Beateforesty MaUoWj 
County bfCotk^ 30tn June, 1823. 

I have the pleasure to inform joa, that the cultiyation of 
flax has been carried to a much greater extent in this county 
this year than it has yet been )uiown^ and I trust the facili- 
ties and encQuragements we shall be enabled to afford to 
the manufacture of it, will induce our peasantry ta grow it 
on a still more extended scale^ and thereby materially im- 
prove their condition. 



tSrOm His Ghrace the Archbishop of Tuam, 
30th September, 1822. 

I can have no hesitation in accepting the office of Trustee 
for the County of Galway in coojunction with the eigl^t 
other gentlemen and npblemen mentioned in your letter of 
the 21st. While I am spared (under God) I will heartily 
assist and co«operate with your Committee in carrying into 
effect an object^ than which I cannot contemplate any niorp 
likely to render to the peasantry of this country solid and 
permanent benefit. 



Front the same. May 2\st, 18SS. 

'We kxk g<Ahg 6n 8lo#lyt)tit very surely and safely ;.,the 
Headford Committee has taken j^ 100; the Moni Yea Com- 
mittee £50; the Tuarn, by Dr. Kelly and myself, ^100; 
Sir John Burke ^50. Applications are also receiTed from 
the Ballinasloe Committee for £I00; from the fiallinagar 
for J§100; and a second from the Headford for^lOO. Ji 
these work well, and I have sanguine hope they will, the 
example will no doubt in a little time spread through the 
cotmtry^ 
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From the Right R^. Dr. Sughrue^ KiUamejf^ 

30<A a^temfter, 1822. 

* I ■ * ' 

I most cheerfally accept the trust reposed Id me, and wiH 
co-operate with all the energies I am capable of, with tlie 
other Kerry Trustees, in carrying your laudable plan into 
effect. Your instracttona are so clear, and the dugfi^estions 
of the printed letters so judicious, that I have nothing to 
add. The only observation that strikes me at present, u, 
that it would be most desirable to establish a Linen Hall ia 
Ki Harney and Tralee; there is already one in Dipgfe. The 
appointing a judicious person in each hall to judge of the 
quality of the thread and linen that may be presented for 
sale, would be most desirable, as it would secure the fitness 
of both thread and linen for any inarket to which^ they may 
be sent. 



1 . . 

Report of the Trustees for the Couktt/ ofKerry^ datf4 

Tralee, 23d Jpril, 1S23. 

I am instructed by the Board of Trustees for t^e County 
of Kerry, to request you will be pleased to lay before the 
'London Committee the following report of their proceed- 
logs. 

The Trustees, at their first meeting in October last, pror 
ceeded to distribute the county into th^ most cooTeaient 
districts, consisting of seven, and nominated a Committee ia 
each, consii^ting of gentteqien of respectability, such al 
would be most likely to carry into effect with zeal and 
ability the details of the plan laid down by the LpudQa 
Committee. 

Each of the Committer, thus constituted, had -b^pn dW 
rected to hold its meetings in the principal tqtwu §{ tho 
district, and to correspond regularly with the Trustees* . , 

Thie district towns selected are, Tralee, Ktllarne^y, LllitcK 
well. Dingle, Milltown, Caherslveen, and Kenmare. . 

. The Trustees next addressed a communication .to each 
District Committee, calculated to impress the nature and 
importance of their functions, and explanatory of the dut|ei 
likely to devolve on them, urging at ,the same time the 
essential consideration, that the careful execution of thosei 
important duties should not be hazarded by any precipitancy 
in attempting to give effect to their purposes. 
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; The Trtastees considering the establishment of public 
linen halls or markets ifi each of the districts of great im- 
portance, and aware .that no [tortion of the funds of the 
London Committee can be applied in bnilding, entertain 
^angnine hopes that the principal proprietors, who are in 
inany instances resident in England, may be induced to cp* 
operate, by erecting the buildings necessary. 
., As the law empowers' grand juries to levy on the couiity a 
ram not exceeding'^300, for a linen hall or market in the 
^Untyiown, the Trustees have submitted a plan and esti- 
mate for this purpose to the Grand Jury for this county, at 
the late assizes, who have been pleased to give it their 
'Sanction in the first instance, by certifying for it, and it is 
presumed a presentment will be had at the next assizes* 
' .The Trustees have made an application to the Pn^TosI 
an4 Fellows of Dublin College ^r a donation towards a 
Linen IJall at CahersiTeen, where they have an estate, which 
application has been successful, the College having sent them 
J^lOO for that purpose. 

The Trustees having applied to the late several relief 
Committees, to' transfer the unappropriated balances in their 
hands to the district Cominitteet appointed by the Trustees, 
the following sums have been accordingly transferred, and 
will be brought iota operation, in furtherance of the plan 
laid down by your Committee. 

Killamey district ,,..,, ^ ., , 200 

Kenmare... •...;..%••...;..... • 566 11 5 

jfvereagh, not yef exactly ^Cjertained, but is 

supposed to be........ <!........ j^ 800 to 1000 

Pmgle....,..,,. ...... .,,,,... .... 124 11 3 



"m 



: The Trustees, aware of the necessity and impor^nce of 
supplying the industrious peasantry of the county, in the 
way of loans, repayable witl| implements of manufacture, 
fucl^ as wheels, reels, &c. of the best materials and con- 
struction; have furnished the district Copamittees with the 
best models of each description, directing them to use the 
most diligent atten|;ion in ascertaining that all implements 
be in every respect strictly conformable to the mo^ls, and 
composed of sound and seasoned materials ; and the Trustees 
ha^ the satisfaction of stating, that as far as the Com- 
ihittees have gone, their injunctions have been strictly com«^ 
plied with. 

The seas<^n for the cialture of flax-seed being at hand, the 
Xnjstees have issued instructions to the district Committees^ 



/ 

^ 
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mOmIbM to pmdoMthe bett HfeoH, Md tl^ hare reaioa 
ta hbfa, titat tbe teei wUl be extefni*«lf'(Mtirated tHii 
jeir IH the oontlrr. 

Tb« Tnnlees faavefunlilNd ^e CommffUM vhh bMb, 
irti«NiB t* legfster tbslr proceedinnalid kMp regnlar >» 
cMnti ; nd ture directed t&em tafitrtritfa tftntnicfi of Oett 
Kccoants everj three montlif. 

I ben k^t lette, aa tbe part of the TiMteCTj-tcaiMre 
;<Mir ComnHtee, that the riow progreu they have hitbeiU 
made Id the applleatlan af the fand^ comtdtted ttf their 
luperintendtuice, is not to be attrlbated to tttpioeiwN ot 
vant of doe leai and attentkm, bat rather to the cotmctfM 
with which the; ar« hhpresKd, that thia cavtiom mode of 
proceeding' will be wnA eondncive to ttie nltlmate mcceii 
of the great object of the tnut ir^oi^ In then. And I 
may add, that llfe]° now' entertain aar^iifne hopes, that the 
plan witi hereafter, *aA tt no distant iMifod, prove exMfr- 
tiialy opentiva. 



'^o 



9/ a Cirettlar seta from the Trtntlea of the' 
roHttitf 6f Kerry tb the Ldtut Cmimaieea^ . 



The Tmglee) nnder the Jjonian Committee, in notifying 
fhe ttonathntion of the Committeca which have benevotently 
mdertAea to administer the measures for encouraging the 
tiaed moA WoolleQ manufacture in thb coontjj think It 
right to endenonr to impress on them the natnre andim* 
porAnceef their functions. . . ii. ^ 

Placed as tbe Tnntees arej between' the Lohdoii QUfMi, 
mfttee and the indnitrions poor of thii connty, they oyfl; ft 
fo both, to endeavoiir hi toe very dntset to dtf jnAlee tA Utn 
gnM trmit, and to pidce the benevolent lyateiii on so Sm'd 
fattildatiott as to Innire if* pennanency. 
- The day of grattitonB charity teiviAg pasted "K*r^ #1HI 
the decetstty which ^ve It birth, a ttlll mttn imporUttit pitr- 
poie'N nbMltnted by fhi noble effort tonttemtibted ll>y 5HI' 
friends ih' London, to gnard agahiit famines and {fntlienCes^ 
by railing oar poor Into tbe cnafacter of a prodbcfire, sCtf' 
dependent people, from the slate of dettitntion aiid mendl* 
cancy which renders our fertile country the most striking 
example of homan nriseiy ; and yet such a condition Is not 
attribtttabte to mental or bodily inferiority. 

' Oar people are as strong, as healthy, as Ingenlons, as 
these (rf any other conntry. In other drcuastayeesaad 
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fiatx» OUf^ mince diitiDgnUbed indait^i-aBd tbeUghMt 
qUHlificatioDSfor Hccewin everj depBitBieat. Tovtutlhea 
is it owing, that at home the; are debased aod mitenlde ? 
M«at it not be to the Sfstem under which ihef. live i To 
correct tltat system is ihe gieit object of onr tn»t. To ran- 
der the peasant (at pcesent supine and d^endADt) entarpris- 
ing and iodependeiit. To draw a markeid line between the 
alothfol and the industrious. T« afford to faoaesty stnd in- 
doitrj, ■ certain resoarce for einployaiaDt. Such are tbe 
great pniposM) to whiph we hope to excite yonr.Bealooa 
attention. 

On the Indefatigable spirit, the patient persevemDce, and 
the impartiality and integrity with whiiji yon admiaisler 
jour department, will depend the permanenM and eAcacf 
«f the plan i. and on its snccess we may perhaps reckon more 
than on any other means not merely to extend industry and 
manufactnTing prosperity, but to the higher porposes of the 
improvement of the moral habits of the people. 

Upon the strictness with which you conduct your depart- 
ment, every thing will depend. As far as the London Com- 
fnittee h«Te Ud- dawn rales, they most be inriolable. 
Where they have not, it will rest with you to exercise the 
most vigilant prudence for the security of the nndertaking, 
ntter coMuUitica with be tnisteei. 

The working of the business will be Ibis : «n all appUca- 
li«^^ mMe to JOB, cwb to the Invest, yw should wdearonr 
io discriminate as to the meritt of.applicants ; for which par- 
pose it may be adviseabte to require certificates of the ciergj 
of one or other persuasion, when practicable of bttfh, Yoit 
will in every instance investigate ul a rigid mamier, the m* 
Wfitw ofaifidf ta gwx4 the trustees, not merely. jigsinst 
^tfhtfnge'iit iou, biU ff^ivt the expense And mischief oi li^ 
t^atida. It may be hoped that landlords, or the substantial 
farmers, or tradesmen, may become securities, and in each 
instance it will be adviseahl'e to apprize the serurlties, that 
on failure of fulfilling their engagemeuts, proceedings will 
inentr^j be taken; itbat tke (r»stees are the infiexible 
agents of other parfjes, ^nd fa«T« po dj^retion on the subject. 
The regulations of the I^ndon Committee point out the 
rmpde is wbic]i relief is to be aSordied- ^e add the cpi)di- 
tiw th^tno repayment be taken in iitifl by any Conmiltee, 
ip jjjj ease whatever. It "ihM be ufMforjaly in otowpj. Tfce 
Commitjbees will be held respomibU for tlie4a»lity of the im- 
plemeiits which they sMl distribvte. Aci-ouots to bf kept 
iit G^/fHf^t^e iio<ike \a_ tie strictest qia^uer, apd ab8lfw4)=) 
certified, to be furnished to the trustees, once ever/ 4|in:c 
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modthi, in order to the arrsngeioiient of tlie geaemraccoiinl 
for the satisfaction of the Loodon Committee* 

The Trustees think k right to apprize the CJommittee of 
the district) that however confident the j are of the zeatoni 
co-operation which they reclLon on from the cluuracter of the 
gentlemen they ha?e selected, yet it is their firm determin- 
ation (in performance of their imperatlTe duty) in any case 
of irregulaiity or deviatian from the rules laid down, to 
check, suspend, oraltogetlieririthhold from any Committee 
io acting, any farther aid, and to report such case^ and the 
reasons on which such decision is founded, to the liondoa 
Committee. 

The Trustees beg to urge to the Committee, the essential 
consideration, that the careful execution of their important 
duties, should not be hazarded by any precipitancy tnat^ 
tempting to give effect to their purposes. 



From A. B. Rowan, Esq. Trake, County of Kerry f 

June 28ihy 1823. 

The quantity of flax-seed distributed upon loan by the 
Committees, may be taken at 450 hogsheads, or £1550 
worth, and we have the satisfaction to know, tiiat'tBIs dls^ 
tribution has caused the sowing of this year io exceed' that 6t 
last and former years very lai^ely. , A plan and estimate for 
a Linen Hall at Tralee has been furnished, for which the 
Grand Jury at next assizes will present, and thb building 
commenced immediately afterwards ; and w.e hope to haVe it 
opened for the sale of the growing crop of flax-seed. 



From the Rev. Charles Hanrahan^ Limerieky 
. SaA September^ 1822. 

The heads of a plan for promoting industry in Ireland, by 
the encouragement of the growth of fliEuc, and the manufac- 
ture of yarn, linen, &c. appear to me admirably arranged ; 
and being zealously carried into effect by the Trustees and 
local Committees, must proye a source of incalculable per- 
manent advantage to the poor of the distressed coonties in 
Ireland. 



CNCOUitX&Elfr&lirT OF INSVSTRT. MS 

Ikid(9t>«ildiefit)y of the shame necessarily attaclitd t6 a re(«i# 
Sal to second, by every means in my power, the benevo* 
lent exertions of the London CommUtee, I farther f^l it a 
duty, which I owe to the poor of my country, cheerfaliy 
and cordially to eo-^erate to the utmost of my abilities, io 
giving efficacy to a me^isnre so obviously calculated to supply 
their wants and promote their moral improvement. I there- 
fore willingly accept the honour of being one of the Trustees 
of the Institution in the county of Limerick. By patience, 
perseverance, and vigorous exertions, the most sanguine 
hopes are entertained of soon beholding a moral revolution iu 
the habits of our poor, and thousands of them raised from 
their present misei^ably debased condition. Eternal thanks 
to the humanity and benevolence of onr English fellow-sub- 
jectsi 



From William tiowlj/^ Esq, Limerick^ 
IstOciobery 18)22. 

- The pldn which seems to have met the concurrence of the 
London Committee, occurred some months back to myself, 
as one most likely to be attended with the most favourable 
results for encouragmg industry in Ireland. Many, how-^ 
ever, doubted its practicability in detail, as better suited for 
cities and towns, where the vicinage of the borrower and bis] 
securities rendered deceptions more difficult, than for an ex- 
tensive county, where s^ wide spread population makes it im- 
possible, to judge accurately of the solvency of persons ten- 
dering themselves as securities. There is a society called 
the Jubilee Loan Society, long established in tbb city, 
which lends out money to poor individuals on two securities;' 
but the association is founded on a particular Act of Parlia- 
ment, by >which the trustees are enabled to recover from de- 
faulters by summons before a magistrate; perhaps some 
measure of this kind would be preferable to a constant ap- 
plication to the quarter sessions. Also there is a porter at- 
tached to our establishment, who is witness to every note 
passed by a borrower and his securities, and this is found to 
defeaj; much fraud which would otherwise inevitably take 
place. 

• Having thrown out these few. observations as to the detail 
of the plan, I shall reserve myself for a' future occasion to 
sugg)^ any other alteration, which may occur on a noiore ma- 
ture consideration. I 'cannot, however, conclude without 
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(Mpfffsaing, «i belialf of aU classes ioi mfomntxyBm^ ilift 
da« ohligatioa they feel to josr Comaiittee for joor idisterUig 
care and {Mrotectioa dartng a period of the most awful djs* 
tress ; and they caonot but value, with equally gratefiil feal- 
kigSy this furtberproof of your regard ^4husseekiog to ob- 
liate the recurrence of future calamity. 



From Townsend M. ITeUl, Esq. Erinay County ofClarCj 

hi October. 19&2. '^ 

. J beg to assure you that I shall Audertakp thiii.o$^ wjth 
pleasure, being conyinced that the object of your Comm.iUee 
is of Tital consequence to the welfare of this imporerished 
country, which amidst the greatest plenty of food I ever 
remember to have seen in this part of Ireland, wears the 
aspect of misery and privation of every thing desirable among 
the lower order. The great c^us^ of atl this evil is, no 
doubt, the want of employment ; and I regret to say, that 
the uncommon depreciation in the value of agricuUnral pro- 
ceeds is daily lessening the call for labour. The al!tem)>t to 
lay the foundation of the Linen manufacture in tke South of 
mland will, I am confident, be attended with the happiest 
consequences, and the loan system is in my opinioa -best 
calculated to produce this result. 



From Major General J^ottrke^ Umfirick^ 

UihJuij^, 1823^ 

'- In reply to your letter of the SOth uko. I am directed by 
the Committee of the County of Limerick Agi§cuUund Asso- 
ciation to enclose an account of implements, flax, yam, iftx4 
seed, and money (the latter to local Committees,) issued on 
loap between the 19th November 189^, and 90tb Jmie 18^3, 
in conformity to the ^ Heads of a Plan" transmitted to tb«i 
Trustees of this county for their guidance by the Loudon 
Committee. 

The funds placed at the disposal of the Trustees amovnied 
to J^6831 : 5s. 5d., of which £lbSi : i9s. 6d. has been issued 
to the public in the way of loan during t-fae last- sai months. 
The balance, after deducting salaries and oxpenses, and a 



firCOUAAOBMRNT OF INDUSTRY. 305 

ffnuli snm in the Treasurer's: bands/ is Jp4god in the 3| per/ 
Cent* itisli Stock ; it is iu tended, to trwfer it to the Savings 
Bank of this city under the authority of the late Act of Par* 
llament*' ,. /. '• ; . . . , 

The sum of £^&0 returned in the ^cqounts, has ib^en 
issued to local Comn^Htees on th^ joint iSe^pcities of three 
persons j payable at the expiration^, of one year. with. 5 per 
Cent, interest ; the parties ftt the Jjii|ie of jeceifing the 
grant signing an engagement. to expend the. money in the 
manner pointed but by the plan of the l^pndpQ^.Gommitt^^.;, 

Three several loai^s of this natiyre have been made^— two 
o.f One' Hundred Pounds each, apd Vn^ of Fifty Ppunds* 
Tbis Committee hoped by such arrangements to extend the. 
be^^fit of the plan generally through the county by .engaging, 
the resident gentiy in their different districts to promote the. 
Linen manu^cture by,k>9ns of; iniplements.and:indtjQrialS(;to 
the industrious poor of theur vicinity, over wh0m thef^inight 
from local cfircumstances be enabled to ^erci^e: a»- vsii^Iiii 
c^ntroul) and to whom, it U their ^ty.to extend their fdi^ 
tering care* As much has not beeP done in ttds; wayas the 
Committee expected ; but the Trustees Act, now offering a- 
cheap and expeditious proce^^ss for the recovery .of the amount 
of smaU loans made upon their fund^^' it is hojpedy that Local 
Committees will be formed and avail themselves of the op^' 
port^ipity of obtaining sums of money to^ be nsefaUy expended 
aoKmgsl th^ ppov of the district |iit#fnail loans oflsipfeDdentB^ 
or materials for the manufacture oif ihienyrthe repoyftiento^cil' 
which can be enforced at the next petty sessions without 
difficulty or expense. 

The implements and materials returned as a loan in the 
accompanying account, have been issued chiefly to persons 
residing within a short distance of the city of Limerick. 

Much encouragement to the Linen manufacture has-been 
afforded by the distribution, and no great' irregularity has as 
yet occurred in the periodical repayments* Whether even- 
tually ^re will be any censiderible loss^ is yet to be fiscer- 
tained*. -« . . ... > •• '' '\ "• ' 

The Committee hav^ stopped their i^esieirthepresi^^' 
as well on account of flax being scarce at this season, as that^ 
thciy wish to ti^.t^ effects of the grants already made, aod^ 
whether the repayments of their advancements may generally - 
be reckoned upon ^ i ' 

One hundred and eighty^lght hogshead of fla»-seed have 
been lent out to about one thousand persons, chiefly in qiiaiw 
titles of from ten to twenty pottles : payment for these is to 
be made on the 1st of October next, either in cash, flax, or 

u 
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well saved seed. This qasntity of seed shoold sow n^arlj 
fkie hundred^ Irish acres of land, and in its maimfactare 
(isopposing it all to be wrought into linen,) give daily em- 
ployment to about two thousand persons for one year, making 
due allowance for Sundays and holidays, if wrought only ini 
yam to about sixteen hundred and eighteen persons. 

There have been also 254 hogsheads of flax-seed more 
than in the last year, sold by the ftierchants in this city in 
the present ; amounting, in all to 9006 hogsheads lent and 
sold. In the neighbouring counties there has also been a 
greater sale than usual. 

Upon the whole the Committee are of opinion that a very 
considerable impulse hais been given to the Linen manufac- 
ture of this county within the last tweif<& iboOths^ and there 
appears to be a growing inclination' in the'jy^tlsatitryto'ci!!- 
tlvateit. 

For this the county is principally indebted to the munifi- 
cent donation from the London Committee. 

The resident gentry of some districts have likewise exerted 
ttoeraselves to promote it, and the Linen Board has been 
more liberal in grants of implements to this county than was 
heretofore the case. If the price of Linen shall be en- 
couraging, there is every reason to expect a considerable 
share of employment will be afforded to otir peasantry in 
this manufacture during the ensuing year. The Committee 
. have not attempted anything in the woollen manafaclnre. 
It is in thb county confined to domestic purposes only, and 
there did not upon examination appear any prospect of ex- 
tending it with advantage. 



Counljf of Limerick AgricuUtiral Asso^atUm., . 

Tlie Committee of the Agricultural Association d^em' it 
their duty to lay before the County and City of Limerick, a ' 
brief statement of what they have hitherto been enabled to 
effect for the encouragement of the Linen mannfactnre, and 
to point out the means by whichj in their opinion, it may be 
still further promoted in this, district* 

Associated by the Trustees named by the London Com- 
mittee, in the administration of the inunificent donation of 
that body, the Limerick Committee have, in the period be- 
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tween tW 19th November of the last* and 30ih June of the 
pres^Qt year^ issued upoa loan to the industrious poor, 

22 Looms, 

240 Wheels 

25 Reels, 

9404 lbs. of Flax, 

1818 lbs, of Tow, 

2026 lbs. of Thread, 
4800| hanks of Yarn, 

188 hogsheads of Flax-seed. 

They have granted free of charge, to Spinning Schools, 
District Committees, and other charitable societies, 56 
wheels, 15 reels; and eight sets of hackles to individuals 
following the business of hackling flax. These implements 
for gratuitous distribution, with others not yet issued, were* 
placed at the disposal of the Committee by the Linen Board 
of Ireland. The Committee bave also lent to the Cahircon- 
iish Committee, J^IOO — to the Pallas Kenry Committee, 
j^lOO — to the Bruree Committee, £50, to be repaid wit^ 
interest at 5 per cent, at the expiratipp of twelve months ; 
the borrowers engaging to expend the money in tlie encou- 
ragement of the Linen manufacture, in the manner suggested 
by the London, and now practiced by the Limerick Com* 
mittee. To render the funds at the disposal of the jAmefidk 
Committee more extensiyely useful, they beg most earnestly 
to recommend the formation qf District Associations gene- 
rally throughout the county. When a respectable society is 
formed, and such security as thi^ Committee may approve of 
shall be offered, a loan, from Ten to One Hundred Pounds, 
will be made to three of its members, payable in twelve 
months, with 5 per cent, interest ; the borrowers enga^in^ 
to expend the money in the encouragement pf the Linen 
or Woollen manufacture, by small loans pf implements • 
or materials to the industripus poor in their neighbour- 
hood. The articles thus issued to be charged to 1h^ bor- 
rowers at prime cost, and the amount payable with 5 per 
cent, interest^ By the Charitable Loan Society Act, 4 Geo. 
III. c. 32. notes may be passed fo^ the repayment of such 
loans without stamps, and the sum, when under Ten Pounds, 
may be recovered before Justices of the Peace at petty 
sessions. 

A small capital is thus offered to any district association 
that may choose to apply for it on the foregoing conditions, 

u 2 
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and a prompt and easy method of recoTjering aay advances 
it may make to the poor is ensured by the Qiaritable Loaa 
Society Act. Within the year the whole or nearly the 
whole of the small loans made by the association may be 
called in, probably without loss, and if upon accounting for 
the first loan to the satisfaction of the Limerick Committee, 
a second should be applied for by the District Association, 
there is no reason to suppose it will be withheld. In this 
way, at little or no expense to the District Societies, tlie 
benefits of the charitable loan system for the encourage- 
ment of industry may be extended throughout the county. 

An cncrcascd quantity of flax-seed having been sown tliis 
season, the ensuing autumn will probablr be a very advan- 
tageous period for forming, associations for the promotion cf 
the Linen manufacture. Flax will probably be oheap an4 
abundant. Thread yarn has been in such demmid in Eng- 
land this year, that.no loss a quantity than 2113 tons ha^ 
|>een imported from foreign cowitries — a demand which i^ 
not likely to diminish, and whi(^ Ireland ought to be capt^ 
ble of supplying. 
^ It is needless in this place to dilate on the great advantage 
of establishing manufacture in these Southern counjtiefi^ The 
improYcd condition of the peasantry of the Northern part9 
pf our island, is a sufficient proof of the inestiiiiable Ueuefitf 
which a flourishing manufacture produces. 

The Committee hope that these few observations, whicji 
they have thought it their duty to offer to the resident 
Nobility, Gentry and Clergy of this coantyi may have the 
effect of producing encreased exertion, and extending the 
encouragement of the Linen manufacture beyond the neigh<p 
bonrhood of this city, to which, with few exceptiona, it ha^ 
hitherto been confined. The Committee are anxious for the 
diffusion pf their funds to the remotest parts of the GoufUy, 
and will gladly afford every assistance in their power to au]f 
District Association formed for the i^ncouragement of indo&v 
try, and disposed to act upon their system* 

The printed regulations of th^ ComnpHeeinajr (ne I|a4 ail 
the Linen Hall, Limericli;. 



lim^rkfc^ July 21, 1823^ 
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Js a ptoof of whai niay be done by exertion and Judgment 
on the part of District Associations^ the County of 
Limerick Committee have great pleasure in laying 
before the public the following valuable commufucation 
from the Rev. William Waller^ Treasurer of the Chapel 
Russell Committee : — 

Pallas Kenryj 23d July^ 1823. 

Sir, 

Iq pursttahee of your letter of 17th inst. I herevrith 
enclose you an account of the manner in which the sum of ^ 
One Hundred Pounds granted to the Chapel Russell Com-* 
mittee in the months of November and March last, has been ' 
disposed of up to the^ 1st July instant, which I hope will 
appear suiiicicntly explicit to the County of Limerick Ass^^ 
elation Conkmittce. 

Ir consequence of your desire that I should report* to' 
your Committee any information as to practical results that- 
I may deem interesting, I beg leave to offer the foUow'ing 
remarks : — 

Having now for seven of 'the most discouraging months of 
the year been engaged in conducting the loan granted by 
yottf Committee to the parish of Chapel llusscli, it is very 
satisfactory to be able to state tlmt there has not been a 
failure in the payment of a single instalment, and therefore 
I have i)o< doubt whatsoever as to tlie beneficial results which 
will arise to the poorer orders of this parish, without the 
least apprehension of a diminution of capital ; nor do* I think' 
it^ssiblc in a confined report like the present to give ah' 
adequate idea of the benefits already arising to the poor pea<« 
santry who have availed themselves of the advantages of tMs 
charity. , 

Many, difllculties however presented themselves to the ope-'. 
rations of our Committee, which might not be easily removed* 
in places, which in local ciscnmstances differ materially from 
the parish of Chapel Russell. The difliculty of ^tting ade- 
quate security, and sufficiently near the committee-room to 
be immediately called upon in default of payment, has been 
the greatest obstacle to the extension of this charity ; this 
has been less felt in our parish from its confined extent, than 
I am inclined to think it would be in a larger parish ; nof 
do I think It would be practicable in an extensive pari^tl,' 
unless branch Committees were appointed, who, from th^* 
local knowledge of the security offered, as well as contiguity 
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in case of application to the security on omission of pay- 
ments, would be enabled to act with sufficient circumspection 
and decision. 

That Tcry satisfactory results have already been expierien- 
ced is acknowledged by every member of the Chapel Russell 
Committee, who from their situation in life, are best enabled 
to judge, and there can be no doubt, but that if this loan 
should be persevered in, with the attention which it requires, 
it will in a yery short period of time manifest to a common 
observer ah evident amelioration in the condition of those 
for whose benefit it was intended. 

To enumerate cases would now perhaps be tedious, but I 
cannot avoid stating that of one industrious individual, 
which, whilst it reflects the highest credit upon the person 
named, speaks volumes as to the beneficial results attendant 
on the exertions now. making for bettering the condition of 
the peasantry of this county. A woman of the name of 
Sbeehy, wife of a labourer, and having five helpless chil- 
dren, was amongst the first to obtain a portion of the loan in 
wool and flax; not only were her children in a state of 
nakedness, but also both herself and her husband were in a 
like condition ; this woman by her own industry, aided by- 
the Chapel Russell Cbmmittee, has not only clothed the 
whole of her family in the short space of seven months, from 
her own earnings, but has now flannel for sale. I could 
enumerate other striking instances of the success of our ex- 
ertions, which, though perhaps pleasing to me, might be 
deemed an encroachment upon your precious time, I shall 
therefore take leave of this part of the subject by staging, 
that those whom I before had witnessed, as being without a 
covering to their backs, have attended on our Committee in 
a few months after receiving aid, to return thanks, and to 
exhibit the fruits arising from this loan. 

With respect to the article of Wool, I beg leave to call 
your attention to this item in the account furnished, as our 
Committee have not distributed to the extent that appears 
by the return, without having duly considered this branch 
of relief, and indeed I think we may chiefly aLttribate our 
success in the management of the Loan Committee to our 
care, to the system adopted in the distribution of this article^ 
Upon maturely weighing the arguments in favour of the 
distribution of wool by loan, it appeared, that it woald act 
as the greatest possible stimulus fn exciting a spirit of indus- 
try amongst our wretched peasantry, nor have our exf^ta* 
i\on% been ill founded. Upon first entering on the m'anage- 
inent of this loan, one great obstacle which tli&Xbajpel 
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Rossell Committ^ bad to oTercome^ was the total neglect, 
nay I may add contempt for small earnings ; nor would the 
punctual payment of a fair price for spinning have induced 
. those persons who afterwards applied for assistance, to have 
taken adyantage of the benefits offered to them. Thus cir- 
cumstanced, we were obliged to seek such measures as 
would induce the peasantry to make some exertion for their 
own relief, and upon consideriug the subject, it was found 
that by a grant of one stone of wool and two stone of flax to 
a family, the price of the fla:^ when spun into two^hank 
yam, would not only pay for itself, but also for the wool, 
within a couple of shillings, as for exampte :-« 

One stone Wool £0 14 

Two ditto hadded Flax, at 7s. per st 14 

£i 8 
28 lbs. of two-hank Yarn, at lid. per lb. •• 1 5 8 

£0 2 4 



And it should be recollected that the prices here taken for 
both wool and flax are higher than can be expected in the 
ensuing year, and if this calculation was taken at the pre- 
sent price of wool, the return from the yarn would balance 
the charge of one pound eight shillings. In all exertions 
towards bettering the condition of the lower orders, I rather 
think the most effectiTe step will be in affording them some 
of the comforts of life, and when we are acquainted with 
the scenes of wretchedniess which their cabins exhibit, we 
will find that the article of wool, is that which holds out 
the greatest inducements towards industry ; influenced by 
this conviction, the Chapel Russell Committee haye invari- 
ably attended to every application for wool ; and from the 
moment this bonus was held out, the peasantry began to 
perceive their own advantage in spinning flax. 

Our Committee have deviated in a slight degree from the 
general instructions of the Trustees, but as they have been 
influenced in this change by no other motives than from a 
wish "to striengthen the security of paypi^nt, and at the 
same time to^make the payments as convenient as possible, 
I trost thai ybiir Committee will not think that we have 
acted irregularly. ,0n referenc^.to the enclosed return you 
will oEfServe that the repayments by instalments are made 
weekly, whereas I believe the instructions requhre monthly, 
or every tlurd month, but as the payments came lighter by 
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weekly instalments, than by an accamulation of weeks, and 
as more satisfactory security colild be obtained for a weekly 
payihent wMch woald not be allowed to get in ^rear, the 
Committee under the circumstances adopted this method of 
-repayment. 

I cannot conclude these remarks* which I find unaToid- 
*ably spun out to a greater length than I at first expected, 
without mentioning the Tery greiat want of proper reels, 
which has obliged us to retain all our thread, as u we sent 
'It to market, it would be seized ; this want can ueyer. be 
relieved but by donations, and I am of opinion, that it 
would be prudent to confine donations to reels until the 
want of them is removed, as wheelj can be supplied by 
other means, which are not applicable to the dbtribution of 
reels. ' •..;.*•.. 

I remain. Sir, your humble Servant, 

WILLIAM WALLER. 

Xq Jos^h Harvey y jun. Esq. 
Honorary Secretary to the 
County ofLimerickTrustees. 



[Enclosed Account.] 

Particulars of Loans made by the Chapel Russell C^mmitifief 
from 7th December 1822, to 30th June 1823, y^om the 
sum of £100 lent to them by the Limerick Central Com- 
mittee. 



No. of Persons 
assisted direct- 
ly from this 
Committee 


% 

8 


Pounds of Flax 


Pounds 

of 
Wool 


Hanks 

of 
Tfiread 


Pottles 
of ' 
Flax-seed 


Hackled 


Raw 


«S1 


1848 


231 


1696 


9S4 

V 


501 



ToUl 

Amount, 

Interest 

included. 



108 5 8 



Repayments by 
Weekly Instalments 



Cash 



£. 9. d. 
48 9 



Thread vaL 



£ 8. d. 



Arrears 

to 

dOthJune, 

1828 



ig? ». d. 



21 S ^ a 



WILUAM WALLER, Traasarer. 



Pattat Ktnryy 2?dJfjly^ 1^23. 



-..« , 1 



Frcm J. E. Strickland^ Esq. Loughglyny County of 
Roscommon^ September ^th^ 1823. 

I have perused in^iih attention your enclosure, entitle 
^^ Heads of a Plan, !Sz;c." and I consnder it well adapted ta 
promote habits of indastry/ I have had an opportufnity of 
seeing the effect of assistance given in a nanner soniev^hitf 
similar, and am confident that very great good has been de«' 
rived from it. ~ 



Ffom theJiev* William Urwiclcj SlfgOj 
4prUMt/h 1823. 

liespectiag our Trustee a£fairs one barony has drawn about) 
^590 to be expended in looms, wheels, and fla^-seed, ao 
cording to the prescribed regulations* Major O'Hara has. 
devoted himself to forward the plan in his neighbourhood. 
The landed proprietors seem to become aware of the advaut*. 
age, and I understand the other baronial Committees are. 
about to m^e applications to our Trustees for grants of mo^. 
ney : the poor seem most anxious to avail themselve$.of thli^i 
plan of relief, 

Mrs. Urwick is vigorously prosecuting^ her Dorx^as^mauun. 
factory ; she has 25 spinners constantly at work in flax for 
linen, and in wool for flannel ; they earn on an average about 
Is. per weiek ; insignificant as this remuneration^ is (for a wo- 
man's hard labour for six days, you would be surprised 
at the eagerness and anxiety manifested by the poor to ob- 
tain the employment. Six or eight applicants are generalLyj 
rejected from our want of means, on the days when tlie yam* 
18 taken in. There is, therefore, no disinclination to work 
tot subsistence when work can be obtained* 



At a Meeting of the Trustees for the Countj/ of 
Tipperar^j 11th November , 1822. 

The proposal of Lord Viscount Lismore, on behalf of the 
Clogheen Committee, for a loan of ^00, to be repaid with 
5 per cent interest, being now considered : 
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Resolved — 

That this board do agree to said loan, upon the proper 
certificate of the Treasurer of theCIogheeu Committee being 
produced, that he has receiTed J^IOO to be applied together 
with the said loan in the promotipn of/ industry according to 
the plan of the London Committee, and that three sufficient 
securities are named to and approved of, bj the board at the 
next meeting. 

The proposal of the Earl of plengall, on behalf of the 
Caher Committee for a loan of ^J^OO, to be repaid with 5 
per cent, interest, being now considered : 

Resolved, That this board do agree to said loan, upon the 
proper certificate of the Treasurer of the Caher Committee 
being produced, that he has received ^100 to be applied 
together with the said loan in the promotion of industry ac- 
cording to the plan of the London Committee, and that 
three sufficient securities are named to and approved of, hf 
the board at the next meeting. 

Resolved, That the proposal of James Roe, Esq. on be- 
half of the Tipperarj Committee, for a loan of £i^ to be 
repaid with 5 per cent, interest, as required by the instruc- 
tions of the J^ndon Committee, and an engagement to add a 
further sum of j^ 100 from local subscriptions to be employed 
for the purpose, and in the manner as directed, betaken 
into consideration at our next meeting. 

IBthMarch^ 1823. 
Resolved — 

That the Reverend John Pennefather be requested to ptir- 
chase fifty hogsheads of flax-seed at Limerick, on the best 
terms it can be procured. 

That two hogsheards of flax-seed be granted to the Clan- 
William association on their present application, and should 
any future application be necessary, this board will be ready 
to give it their favourable attention. 



. i . . . . < , 

"4. «i^--» 
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CAP. XXXIX. 



An Act for the amendment of the laws respect^ 
ing Cnaritable Loan Societies in Ireland^ 

[30th May, 1823.] 

Whereas certain institutions for charitable 
loans have been and may be established in Ire- 
land, as well as for providing implements of in- 
dustry for the labouring classes of His Majesty's 
subjects there ; and it is expedient to amend the 
laws concerning the same, and to give protection, 
to the funds of such institutions, and to afford 
encouragement to the formation of other insti- 
tutions of a like kind ; be it therefore enacted by 
the King's most excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and 
temporal, and Commons, in this present parlia- 
ment assembled, and by the authority of the same. 
That if any number of persons who have formed PenoM forming 
or shall form any society in any part of Ireland, fng S thVpXll 
for the purpose of establishing a society for a cha- "®?* i«"'". f *: 
ritable loan, or for providing implements of la- to the i>eneiit of 
bour by way of loan, for the industrious classes in*^**-^*** 
Ireland, or for providing implements of lal>our, 
and receiving back payment for the same by in- 
stalments, with the legal interest due thereon, re- 
investing the capital of the said societies, and the 
interest thereof, for the like purposes, and only 
deducting therefrom so much as shall be required 
to be retained for the payment of the necessary 
expences attending the management of such insti- 
tutions, according to such rules, orders, and re- 
gulations as shall have been or shall be agreed to 
for such purpose, but deriving no benefit whatever 
from such capital, or the interest thereof, shall be 
dearous of having the benefit of this act, such 
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persons shall cause the rales, orders, and regu- 
lations established or to be established for the ma^ 
nagement of such institutions, to be entered, de- 
posited, and filed in manner herein-after direct* 
ed, and thereupon shallbe*deeniodto>be enttded 
to, and shall Jiave the benefit of the provisions 
contained in this act. 
Roict oftheite. II. Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
^L^IidTin^ That no such institution as aforesaid shall have the 
JjjJj-J^J^^J^y benefit of Ibis Act, unless the rules, orders, and 
Che Clerk of the regulations for the managemonix thcreedt sh^Lbe 
'•**^** entered in a book or books, to bekept bjr an ofS- 

cer of such institution to l>e appointed for that 
purpose,, and which book or books shall J)e open 
at all seasonable times for tlie inspection of the 
persons receJYing assistance from such institutions, 
and unless such rules and regulations shall be 
fnirly transcribed on parchment ;. and such tran- 
script shall be deposited with the Clerk of t|ie 
Peace for the county, county of a city, or county 
of a town or place. wherein such institution shall 
be established ; whicli transcript shall be filed 
by such Clerk of the Peace with' the rolls of the 
sessions of the peace in his custody, without fee 
or reward to be paid in respect thereof; but ne- 
vertheless, nothing herein contained shall exteed 
to prevent any alterations in or amendment of 
any such rules, orders, or regulations so entered, 
deposited, and filed as aforesaid, or repealing or 
annulh'n:; the same, or any of. them, either in 
whole or id part, or making any new rules, or- 
ders, or regulations for the management of any 
such institution, in such manner as by the rules, 
orders, and regulations, of such institatiooi ^hall 
from time to time be provided: but such new, 
rules, orders, and regulations, or such alterations 
or amendments of former rules, orders, and re- 
gulations, or any order annulling or repealing 
any former rules, orders, or regi|lations, in the 
whole or in part, shall not be in force until the 
same respectively shall be entered in snch book 
or books as aforesaid, and a transcript or .tran- 
scripts thereof shall be. deposited with such Clerk 
of the Peace ^ aforesaid, who shall file the 
same without fee or reward as aforeBaio* 



IIL Provided dso, mid be ft fuvther etifect^ j w M?b^!.e& 
That DO such institution as aforesaid shall haye intheiasutation, 
the benefit of €his Act, nniess It shall he expressly h^U^ J^ 
provided by the rales and reirtilatioiw fol* thfe mi* »jH*««<*» 
nagemenl: theredf, that 410 person or persons, 
beihg treasurer, dhreetor, trustee, or nuiiia^r tot 
such "institation, or having any <;ontroul in the 
maDagement thereof, shall derive any benefit 
from any loan ioriade in such institution, save only 
and except sudi salaries and allowances, or other 
necessary expences, as shall according to such 
' mles^ orders, and 'regulations be provided for the 
charges of managing sucli institutions, and for re« 
muneration to ofilcers employed in the manage* 
meut thereof, exclusive of the treasurer or trea- 
surers, director or directors, or other persons 
having the manageiheut and direction of such in- 
stitation, ^vho shall not, directly or indirectly, 
have any salary, allowance, profit, or benefit 
whatsoever therefrom. 

IV. And 1)0 it further enacted. That all rules, Roicttobe 
orders, atul regulations from time to time made ***"*'*"*• 
and in force for the management of any such in- 
slitutton as aforesaid, and chily entejred in sudh 
book or books as aforesaid, and deixysited with 
such Clerk of the Peace as aforesnid, Khali be 
binding on the several members and officers of 
such institution, and the several persons receiving 
relief from the same., and their representatives, 
all of whom shall be deemed and taken to hav0 
foil iiotice thereof by such estry And depdstt as 
afcuresaid ; and the entry of such rules, orders, 
smd r^ulatlons in such book or book» as afore<« 
si»d, or the transcript thereof, deposited wifft 
wch Ckv}£ ol tkhc Peace, as afbresftrtl, of a ittf 
copy of such transcript, examined -with tire origf<» 
Bal and proved to be a true copy, shall be rcceiv* 
ed as evidence of svlch rules, orders^ aiitl regvla^o 
tioDE^ veespecirrehf in all cases i aifd no- certiorari 
shall be brought #r allowed to remove any stLch 
vules^ oddcisi, ov regulatiofMi, ictto- any of Bit 
Mq«3fyVCj0«irtis ol Record; and etery cop^^ of 
any sucb ^rahssripf deposited w#i^ awy CFerk of 
th» Peace as afbvesaild, sIm^ be made without fee 
00 rew4ir(j^ except t^he actual expence t>f maft:H)g . 
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«uch copy ; ' aod Sttch copj shall noi be subject to 
any stamp doty. 

JlS^mr^bT*" ^' -^"^ ^^ ** farther enacted, That all nates 
n!!dep?abtotoand securities entered into for the payment at 
ciCTk"**"*' **' *"^^ loans, or for the payment by iaetalBociits^of 
the price of such implemests of industry by Instid- 
ments, which price shall nc^ ecceed the first cost 
of any such implements, may be made payable 
to the treasurer or clerk of the ssud societies, and 
H«wtebe may be sued for and recoTcred in his pame for 
r«c«fered. ^j^^ benefit of the said societies, by ciTii biH, 
before the assistant barrister at the Quarter S^ 
sions to be held for the coanty, city, town, or 
place wherein such society is or may be establish- 
ed, or before the Justices assembled at any Petty 
Sessions for such county, county of a city, or 
county of a town, ten days notice at the least first 
being given to the person sued for the amonat of 
such notes and securities, provided the TaJneof 
such notes and securities so ^ued for at such Petty 
Sessions do not in any case eiLceed ten pounds* 
Noiottitoaii ^^' Provided always, and be it enacted, That 
indivWa^fo it shall not be lawful to and for any such society 
My7s moiitlu. to make any loan to any one indiridual within 
twelve months, or to provide any implements of 
industry for any one person within twelve months, 
exceeding in amount or value the sum of ten 
pounds. 
SfySmtdi"^'. VIL Provided always, and be it enacted, That 
Committees con. it shall aud may be lawful to and for any such so- 
wTo'e'^MM, c^^^y ^ make a loaA or loans to any committee or 
Soht£ wluT *** committees, CQnsi^ting of three or more solvent 
Uttrcrt. persons, upon their joint and several securities, 

of any sum not exceeding one hundred pounds, 
payable, with interest, at the expiration «f twelve 
months, such committee or committees engaging 
to expend the amount of the said sum, and ouly 
to account for the same, for the purposes and ob« 
jects, &nd according to the rules, regulations, 
and orders of the society so advancing Uiesame: 
provided always, that no greater sum than one 
hundred pounds shall be lent to any such com- 
mittee within twelve months; and that at the 
expiration of that period the amount of such loan, 
together with the interest due thereon^ shall be 
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called In ^i^d paid before anj new loaii shall be 
tdside to any such committee. 

VIII. And be it further enacted, That if any !?"•"•'• jj*?. 
treasarer or treasurers, or other omcer or officers, vcquired by go. 
br other person whatsoever, who shall be entrust- '**'** '■^•^ 

ifed with the. receipt or custody of any sum or sums 
of moncfy, subscribed or deposited for the purpose 
6f such institution, or any interest or dividend 
arising from time to time thereby, shall be re- 
quired by the rules or regulations, of such institu- 
lidtis to Decome bound with sureties for the just 
and faithfuji ^xe^cution of siich office or trust, in 
such sum or sums of money as shall be required 
by the rules^ orders, and regulations of such in* 
srtit'ution^ such seci^rity $hall and may be given by 
bond or bonds to the Clerk of the Peace for the 
cbudty, county of a city, county of a town, or 
place where such institution shall be established 
for the time being, without fee or reward ; and 
ih case of forfeiture, it shall be lawful for the 
pkrties authorized for that purpose by the rules, 
regulations^ and orders of such institution, to sue 
upon such bond or bonds in the name of the 
Clerk of the Peace for the time being, and to 
carry on such suit at the cost and charges and for 
the use of the said institution, fully indemnifying 
and saving harmless such Clerk of the Peace from 
ail costs and charges of such suit or suits, or in 
respect thereof ; and no bond or security so to be 
given, shall be subject to or chargeable with any 
^tamp duty whatever. 

IX. And be it further enacted. That no note ?® •*?*^*J ^^' 

1 • i«t 1 1 • f loaa« &c. charges 

or other security which may be entered into for able with stamp 
the repayment of any loan made under this Act, ^^^' 
or for the payment of the price of implements of 
industry in manner herein-before provided, shall 
be subject to or chargeable with any stamp duty 
whatever. 

X. And be it further enacted, That/all looms, i-o*"'. ^^^J*. 

. . 1. I 1 i_ i_i 1 J ' *™ implement* 

spinnmg wheels, reels^ hackles^ calendars, presses, given under thi* 
or other implements of industry^ which shall be diSe^w fw rimT 
provided by the said societies, shall, before they 
be delivered out by them, be sealed or stamped 
with such mark or marks as by the said societies 
piay be directed ; and that lo such looms or 
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otiier Implements as afpresauT, so sealed or mark- 
ed, shall be distrained for rent, or on any other 
account wfaateTer, or shall be seized hr Tirtad 
of any jprocess or execution'by any sheriff, sene- 
schal, or bailiff, or other person whatsoerer, un- 
less in cases when such .seizure or sale i& at the 
suit or on the belialf i^f the soc^ieties established 
under this act, whensi^y^ the psutles receiving 
such implements shall fail in periTorming tlieir 
contract or enjg^einent for the payment of the 
price of the same* ^ - : . 

Xi* Aiid be ii furi;her enacte^ Tlmt it shall 
and n^ay be lawful to and for any Qiaritable Loan 
Society established uiider this Act, from time to 
time to subcribe or deposit such part of the funds 
of Uie said societies as they shall Uiink fit to diiept, 
tfirough their treasurer or otWr officer, into the 
funds of any Savings Bank established in Irelanq 
under an Act passed in the fifty-seventh year of 
fi7G.8.cio5. His late Majesty's reign, intituled An Jet to 
encourage the EstabUshment of Banks for Sao^ 
pigs m Jirelandj in like manner as by ihe said Act 
is provided with regard to the funds of Friendly 
^cieties* . , / 



Vottdt of S«ck- 
ti es may be de* 
posited in Sav- 
Inp Banks* 
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Extracts 

PROBf THE 

LADIES CORRESPONDENCE 

OH. 

THE CLOTHING SENT TO IRELAND. 



From the Parish ofKiUaloe^ County of Clare. 

Much of the ground on which we sought information, is 
amongst some ' of the highest mountains in the county of 
Ciaref and inhabited by poor creatui^s who scarcely know 
the common comforts of civilized life. They are without 
decent covering by day, and almost totally without night 
covering. Many of the little children are absolutely naked* 
In this part of the parish they have been able to save Ti^ry 
little of their turf. 



From DjfsaHy County of ClarCy Sept. 22, 1822. 

The joy of the poor at the prospect of getting clothes for 
the winter, words can hardly express, and which they seem 
truly gratefiil for. 



From the County of Clare, 23d Sept. 1822. 

No one who has not witnessed it, can conceive the distress 
of the people for clothing of every kind, and even imm*e- 
diately afound us, where there is more employini^nt provided 

X 
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for tbem than in any other part of the county. My daugh* 
ter was quite shocked on making a close search into their 
houses; the want of blankets, even amongst those who 
would not allow their names to be entered on the schedules, 
is quite dreadful, and our dispensary physician says, that 
great as are their sufferings for want. of clothing, they are 
not to be compared with what they l^our under from want 
of night cohering. 



From the Parish of Feakte^ Counitf of Clarcj 
S8ih September J 1828. 

Their wearing apparel is in a very wretched state, and the 
bed dothes usnally in the possession of persons of moderate 
independence, are hardly known in the neighbourhood. 
The people cover themsehes at night with their great coats 
and cloaks, which are often damp, and never sufficient for 
warmth. They are wholly destitute of shoes, and the men 
and boys who must work out of doois, feel this mdf^tierj 
severely. 



«*■.« 



From the County of Clarey 2d Odober^ 1822. 

In many instances their blankets (such as they wfere) have 
been sold for provisions ; indeed want of comfortable blao<^ 
kets have been, I do believe, to the poor of this coaiitry jipt 
only a source of misery but of disease ; I thei^fore beg td 
impress upon your Committee the great advantage and com- 
fort which would result from substituting blankets in a great 
meamre for clothing* 



From Kilrushy County ofClare^ 4tth OcfoberjiBgB. 

I have been but exactly two years resident in this Barony, 
and 1 am^firee tp '.declare, that sncb. wretchedness, in the 
article of day and night clothes (especially the latter) I 
neAcer ys^w, jaor imagined could, prevail among th^ poor peo- 
ple of anycivilisted part of the world. Thousands are obliged 
•to lie do^n onabundle of o)d.s(ra^ Vfi.the .SAiooitalt^lf^d 
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garments they wore in the daj, with all their perspiration 
upon them, if the wenther be fine, and with all the wet and 
rain of the daj, when the weather is otherwise. 



From the County ofClare^ %th October^ 1822. 

The Ladies of the Central Committee also desire to ex* 
press the pleasure they feel at being permitted to apply the 
funds intrusted to them in distributing clothing through the 
medium of employment, and they^ hope that by gifing out 
the raw material, they will be able to meet the views of your 
Society at less expense than by purchasing in the market. 



From the County of Clare, 80th January y 1823. 

It is now the duty of our Association to state, that the 
dothing so humanely provided for this county, has been 
distributed according to the enclosed scale, and that the 
Committees formed for its distribution are to be considered 
as dissolved. 

In giving this inforn^ation, we should consider ourselves 
unpandonable if w^ did not express the strong sense of gra* 
titude^ we feel for the great and noble exertions of England 
in making this contribution for the necessities of our poor^ 
and although on the sub*division the proportion to each 
parish may seem small, and not at all commensurate to the 
wants of the people, we are well aware what an arduous 
undertaking it was, to provide the supply which has been 
sent to the numerous parishes of ten counties, and we 'must 
again express the deep sense of gratitude we feel, not only 
to those who have contributed this clothing, but also to those 
who undertook the laborious office of collecting, arranging, 
and apportioning these contributions. 

We have the pleasure to infonn your Committee, that 15 
permanent district Associations have grown out of the 
Clothing Committees, 9iid that two Ladies re^idipg in parts 
of the country, where they have been uni^ble to fprm asso- 
ciations, have offered their services in the cause of bene- 
Tolence. 



xS 
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jProm <Ae County ofClare^ Ist April, 18S3. 

I beg to inform you that I have relieved upwards of fi?e 
hundred persons in the parishes of Rilmanakeen, Kilshanny, 
and Rillilagh, with the charity clothing ; a few were able to 
gi?e half price which I took^ to extend the charity as much 
as possible, for I bought and gave to them that could not pay 
any thing ; but so miserable were they in Rilshannj that not 
one could give me even half price. 



Extract of a Letter from Cork. 

Our Committee met ou the sixth day, and was well at- 
tended ; many enquired for thee, and regretted thy depar- 
ture, particularly on one account ; forty-one poor creatures 
walked into Cork from near Bantry, about 24 miles, to see 
thee, and to request thy forwarding their grateful thanks to 
the Ladies Society in London, for the great comfort they 
have experienced by the bed clothes and wearing apparel ; 
the latter they were dressed in, and headed by their Parish 
Priest ; it was very grateful to us to see such a disposition 
prevalent, and has induced us to hope, that much benefit 
will arise to our poor disconsolate peasantry. We are about 
purchasing blankets and straw, and although our means will 
fall short of the claims, yet some will feel the comforting 
effects^ 



From the County of Cork. 

In this and the neighbouring parishes, the greatest degree 
of distress known in the county of Cork, has I think been 
felt. During the last summer numbers of poor women came 
f;rom time to time to the Glebe, to beg the sacks in wl^ich 
the biscuits came, to make petticoats ; an old Woman filing 
near the Glebe got one, dyed it a dark colour, and constantly 
Wore it going 'to church, till, the clothing arrived^ when she 
got a mor6 comfortable garment. 
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From the County of Cork. 

The general clothing has arrived and been distributed ; 
revy many indeed were the applicants who were ^^ seat 
etnpty away," yet I have no hesitation in saying, that by far 
the greatest part of the urgent distress for clothing, according 
totheideaof an Irish woman, has been relieved, and though 
soD^e have been unavoidably disappointed, many are truly 
grateful ; one venerable old roan, who had seen better days^ 
received a coat, and the next morning walked two miles 
through severe snow to thank the Ladies Committee for it, 
after which he reverently took off his hat and kneeling down 
implored the blessing of God on the benevolent English 
Ladies, who had sent it. 



From Dunmanway, County of Corky 
lith Septembery 1822. 

The people of this neighbourhood, though tbey have suf- 
fered less from want of food than in other parts of Ireland^ 
arq yet reduced by a variety of circumstances to an extreme 
and alarming degree of indigence* There are many families, 
the females of which cannot go abroad from want of cloth- 
ing ; and when this is the case with the Irish peasant, thefr 
want must be extreme. The peasantry have now food, that 
is potatoes, but the pressure of an extreme pbverty not only 
continues but increases. Under these circumstances, and at 
this season of the year, the' supply of clothing furnished hj 
the considerate benevolence of the Ladies of England, is a 
tiihely and fortunate relief. 



From Crookhaveny County of Corky . 

I6/A Septembery 1823. > 

I assure you, Ladies, I am at a loss for words to give you 
and your charitable Committee, a just idea of the naked and 
truly pitiable state of at least one thousand of our poor 
country women, some of them near and others over one hun- 
dred years of age, and not as many old rags as would shelter 
an infant. 1 do not believe that there are in any part of 
Ireland, so many poor naked females as in this part of the 
county of Cork. 
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From the Ladies ComnUiiee^ Imnisearra^ Couniy of 

Corky 1th October^ 1822. 

The Ladies Committee of this parish beg to ai^oowkdge 
the receipt oi £\0 transmitted to them bj deaive of the 
Xadiea Committee ia I^Ddon, wbicb thej will eiqpend iathe 
purchase of wool, to be given out to suck of the poof aa are 
able to spia, and are most in wasnt of such assistance* They 
4re confident that such a system would be peoductwe of the 
best effect, and is infinitely preferable to .any gratuit»iis disr 
tribution of clothings because by such assistance the greater 
part of the females of the parish would be enabled by their 
own industry to provide articles for their clothing, aAd that 
of their children and families. 



From Castle Towrisendj County of Cor k, 
I2th October, 1822. 

The nnmber of females, in absolute want of clothing^ and 
of which the Committee have taken a li^t, amounts to fifteen 
hundred and thirty-seven, many of whom are confined to 
their wretched hovels for want of tlie smallest covering, and 
also several families in feyer. 



From Weston, County of Cork, 18/A Ottober, 1822* 

Having heard of your kind intentions, I feel I should not 
be doing my duty either to you or the poor of this parish, 
did I not bring to your notice their still existing wants in 
the article of clothes. I know several in want of wearing 
apparel, and seme without the necessary covering of bed 
clothes, having bAen obliged to sell einery thing they pos* 
sessed to procure food before they received the assistance 
from yx)ur country, so humanely extismli^' upoA the know* 
ledge of their wretched situation. A case has come w^lhin 
my immediate notice of a poor woman who has been, and 
still continues in the extremity of sickness, not having a 
lljianket to cover her. 
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ffMi ike Union qf Tracton^ County of Corkj 
29th October J 1829; 

The dtffieiiltf of proeuriiig saMstenee last flummery 
oWtged many td dispose of etery saleable* article they pos- 
sessed ; Bot only their wearing apparel, hot aho their bed 
clalhes, whcck must be considered a gmat prinrtton* in any 
part of the country, but especially here, where fuel is so 
scarce that the poor find it impossible to procure sufficient 
to supply their wants. 



From the County ofCorJc^ S3d January, 1823. 

In replying through you to the queries of the London 
Committee, I take the sarae opportunity of requesting you 
to forward my iihost unfeigned thanks to our munificent Eng- 
lish friends for the comfortable and timely supply of cloth- 
ing, which came hete during the last snowy week, and was 
distributed among many of their desolate shiyering, but very 
grateful fellow creatures* 



From Ballyshannon, County of Cork, 
23d January, 1823. 

I have the pleasure of announcing the arrival of a bale of 
clothing. 'As we have proved our plan of requiring as many 
as are able to pay for whatever they are most in need of, at- 
tended with the greatest advantages to the poor people 
themselves, I shall strenuously urge on my friends the ex- 
pediency of disposing of your donation in the same way, and 
with the amount of what they produce, form a fund for the 
purchase of blankets, to be paid for silso by faistalments. 



From the Co^tAy of Corjcy ^ March^ 182^ 

The Kilnagross aod Temple Brfftn CSotilmittee bare much 
pleasure in returning thanks in the name of the poor of their 
paiisli^s, fof the ciotbing <listrlbnted amongst them* • 

NothUlg. could equal the wUliogness of the 'poortojfnir* 
diase ithe qlothei^ a^d those "^ho had not the mettnftof doing 
io^offejned to work for tbem^ and in some instancesiUdsD* 



From Tentrim^ County of Galway. 

The clothing arrived in perfect order; jou mentioned to 
hare a small price affixed to each article, but you nf ill excuse 
me I hope for not complying in this instance, for the poverty 
<of this country is such, that those ivho wanted liAen, ^c. a 
tattered petticoat being their only coTering, I an^ convinced 
could not offer me 5d. or lOd. to purchase both th^ arti- 
cles; therefore the consequence would be, that those w1^ 
were in abject distress could procure Ho relief, and those 
who wanted least would get the clothing. On these grounds 
alone I have used my influence to ^ve them gratuitously ; 
it would have been a grateful sight to your benevolentCom- 
mittee to witness the extacy of the poor creatures when 
dressed in their first comfortable ^nd civilized apparel. I 
divided the articles singly to widows and mothers, in order 
to make the relief more«xtensive« 



From Renvuk^ County of Oalwayj 
I3th January^ 1823* 

. J^iQiie I had the pleasure of sending you the accoont of 
«6^6 givcQ to me by tl^e Archbishop of Tuam, and -distri* 
buted in clothing to the poor people of.tlus neighbourh|H>d) 
I have received an additional ^^50, which has beeii partly 
made up and given out to the poor people of the Killeries; 
and J^IO. 15s. from the Indies Committee, I laid out in 
flannel, to be sold at a reduced, price to those poor women 
whom I knew to have earned the money by their personal 
industry, whether by needle work or spinning. Tbe^^ ftrtfttei 
has been eagerly bought at eight-pence per yard. The spin* 
ning- wheels sent to me I likewise lend or sell at a low price^ 
but never give. 



.^*^- 



r^^nM m^mitlm ^teftr rttiK%tkinv^''-^illil^ 



JFrfin\ His Chrace th& Afckhishop ofTuam^ doled 

^tk February y lias. 

The whole of the clothing s^ot here hj your Ladies Cbm<» 
mittee has been divided among the Ladies in joar list. 
; It is with much satisfaction I ? ecei?e all comi|in4iication8 
frqm yon and your beneyolent t^oBiQiittee^ my hearty desire 
is to co-operate with you in the arduous and ..blessed. work 
you have undertaken. I wish I may appear to you a faith* 
ful agent. 



^ From Shantalla^ near Galway^ 6(h February^ 1823- 

'; The Ladies of the Gatway Dorcas Society present their 
most sincere and grateful thanks to the benevolent Ladies of 
the London Committee, for the large and excellent supply of 
useful clothing, which has been forwarded, to them by his 
Gr^ce the Archbishop of Tuam. 



FromiheCquhtj/ofGalwayf3dMarch,l8S3^ .. 

: My regret that indifiposition should so long have hindered 
me from offering you my sincere thanks for the clothing con* 
signed by your, benevolent Committee to me, for the benefit 
of the poor of this district, can only be equalled by my in- 
ability to express those. thanks in terms adequate to the feel- 
ings which dictate them. The Ladies of my Committee and 
myself expected but a very small proportion of clothing, from 
the modesty with which you were always pleased to speak 
pf your very munificent donation, but that which we re- 
ceived very much exceeded our expectations, and enabled 
us to be your agents in relieving one huudred families, 
whose prayers for your welfare are as- sincere as they are un* 
ceasing. 

I cannot conclude without saying, for myself and the 
liadies of my Com^oittee, that it is our sincere hope and 
fervent wish, that the bonds of gratitude and affection which 
have, during the last year, so closely united us to our fellow 
subjects of England, may ever continue as strong and sis 
vigorous ^s they are at present. 



§B0 sxjHMLO^ ?A»>ir1^B %4f>|9ft,<f9UJ^Mir]»woc 



Prom Ai B. liowanf Es^; Trtdei^ Cobnty of Kerry ^ 

'9id Jonkoftfy I8SK 

-' I te«« Miiftetttti« since ghPAi thef ^M&in'g' to the Lffdiei 
Commttti^y wik« m noHr la pti^fp^f of dftidHig It ;<*^4lr Is 
Hforelw qnaiilitf tlum waiB expected, and far svperior in 
q«aUtj to whail tl^e p^r here tfie in the habit of providiiig 
for tfaeaifielf e». 



From Traleey County of Kerry ^ \Wi February y I82S. 

* I harii the pleatute ijb iiffdnn yo'ii that the clothing trans- 
mitted by jour Committee to this county^ has been distri- 
1)ttted by tiie Liidies Association here, in strict confonnity 
to the rule fetoAim^ded in your letter, each Barony haying 
recenre<{ a share proportioned fo its population. The ^00 
tent to Mr. Rowan, and by him divided among the Gentle- 
men's Committees^ has been in many cases handed over to 
the Ladies. 

Our Association stron'gly recommended to the Ladies of 
the Baronies to sell the clothes, and attempt the establish- 
meirt of somer permanent relief of the poor of the^eonifty. 

I am sure you will be pleased to learn that in some of the 
>lMindpal towns of tltfe oonnty, measmres hav« beesi'adepted 
-fotthe purpose of contkraing the relitef so gen««>«lly ^Hmf- 
inenced on your side of the water^ In this town a repMitory 
'has b^en opened for the sale of the share of elolhiffg allotted 
*to this parish, and our portion of the j£600 has been ei* 
pended for the pwpose of encouraging industry, and keefung 
up the sale of articles of dress. 



From the County of Leitriinj 9th September^ 1829. 

It is, I presume, unnecessary to inform your Committee 
of the great distress that for some months past pervaded 
every part of this country, and which, though relieved to a 
>ery considerable extent by the abundant crop now con^i^ 
in, yet is still very severely felt, particularly by sfngle fe- 
males and widows, w^o have no ' other resource than their 
labour for support ; these ure not only in want of clothing, 



iMit nuHij tFovld also be at tkis moiB^nt in actual -wast of 
l^od in the-vudfit of {^b^odtemcf} (frow tkediftcQliy of pio- 
curing employment) Were it .aot Chat oar Ltocal Comimttee 
are enabled to employ about 900 of them in spinning linen 
yam, and for which they, appear most unfeignedly grateful, 
though only enabled to earn about twopence farthing per 
diem* 



From the County ofLekrimy . 
SOihJuly^ 18^2* 

' I do not hesitate to say^ that the good likely to resoH 
from the .proposed plan of spinning wool and weaving coarse 
.articles for winter CQ?ering for our poor, is of the first ui* 
::portance^ and is a further proof of the provide^nt care and 
iiadefatigable attention, of your Committee to o^r real wants. 



r 

From the Central Committee of the County ofLeitrim^ 

blh August, ISiS. 

The attention of this Committee has been particularly 
engaged in ascertaining the situation of the claimants, and 
the result of their enquiry is so far satisfactory as to find, 
that but in few instances it can be said there has been much 
exaggeration, and that it appears ia every parish there is a 
great want of clothing and lilankets \ in several of them it 
approaches to absolute nudity. 



At a Meeting of the Ladies ofMohill and Us Vicinity y 
County of Leitrimy 7th September y 18SS, 

Resolved, 

That our Treasurer and (he several' roemhers of 
our Committee, be requested to solicit subscriptions, to 
enablB us to make some addition, to whatever gfknt of 
cltfthing may be received from the Ladies Committee in 
London. 

That we cannot avoid our highest admiration of, and gra- 
titude for, the great and unparalleled exertions of pur British 



feilow'sobjiBcts'of alltaoks and denominations^ fof rdiefdf 
"Oill* distressed poor, without - which aid we are coBvinced 
nmltitades must biire perisl^* 



^— ■i*^" 



From the County o/ Limerick* 

On the 11th of November this. Committee commenced the 
dbtribution of clothing. The instalments paid in for these 
articles amount to ^1. 4s. 3^d« In order to enable the 
poor to pay tlie instalments^ the Committee giVe oat flax to 
be spun once a week. One woftian has etlr^tfdy ^rned 
enovj^h to pay for a petticoat, which she guft dft'the llth 
K6Tember, and on the ^ of December she was giren ano^ 
ther article, being owed fcmrpence mc^ than- the TmKie of 
the petticoat. Another woman, who was at first employed 
in spinning wool, has been paid since the 7th of October 
5s. 8d. in money ; she has worked out the price of a woollen 
wheel, and on Monday being owed six-pence, she was given 
a petticoat. 

The Committee have now in employ about fifty spinners, 
and they expect the number will encrease. 



■* ■» f 



From KilmaUoek, County of Limerick, 

23dJuly, 18«2. 

Persons of this description are (as is naturally to be sup- 
posed) without bed clothes, without body clothes, except a 
parcel of old rags calculated to spread infection ; commonly 
also they have not sufficient covering from the inclemency of 
the weather; the light of day is to be seen through every part 
of their huts^ and the rain pouring in tohHsnts on their very 
bed (if a sop of straw may be denominated such) and the 
almost total want of fuel in the very depth of winter. I beg 
likjewise to call your attention to another matter. There 
ave several poor children, both male and fen^ale, alpiost in a 
state of perfect nudity* 



cOp.VHft OX.OTB.IlfG i&ITT TO »KI«iLim« . ^S9t 



From the County of Limerickj 
3d October^ 1822. 

' The Ladies of the Limerick Association, haTing completed 
their enquiry into the «tate of the poor in that city, beg leate • 
to communicate the result to the Committee of Ladies in 
London. That so great a number should be in a state of 
absolute poverty, and totally destitute either of clothes or 
bedding, and in many instances of both, is a statement the 
Ladies of the Limerick Association would not venture to 
make, had not they examined every house in a manner that 
rendered deception nearly impossible. In most cases it ap- . 
peared that the poor had pawned their clothes daring tfie 
summer to buy food, and had not been able to redeem ^heia* 
in consequence of the want, of employment. 



From Castlebar,, CoutAy of Mayo^ 
aOlhJuly^ 1822. 

«I beg to inform the Comfaiittee, that in consequence of the 
•very severe distress which has • generally prevailed in this 
district, the females are peculiarly deserving of protection ; 
a great portion of them have been discharged from employ- 
ment, without means to procure the common necessaries of 
life, and have been actually under the painful necessity of 
selling their clothes to procure sustenance, and a great por- 
tion, of them are at this present time almost in a state of 
nudity- . I much fear, if clothing 19 not provided for them^ 
m^ny i^iay be sacrificed by th^ inclemency of the weiM;hei;* 



From tie County of^MayOy , -■.': 

3d September, 1822. 

I beg leave to return my thanks for the honour you ha^e 
done me in desiring my assistance towards promoting one of 
the many charities which h^ve been so generously bestowed 
by our friends in England on the wretched inhabitants of 
this country, and to assure you that we are all deeply im- 
pressed with gratitude for the relief which has been so 
seasonably- given, ^ and which I ani perspaded has. been thie 



MI^«Mft&4w Mom TH« iri^^MV ««« »mI>oMi8iiob 

means of saving the lives of thottsands, I tmst we shall iM' 
able to distribute the s«|»ply oi cliodiing, whldi the ladies of 
England so liberallj bestpv^y to the beft advantage, among 
the nnmerons females who are almost naked in this distressed 
ptft of 4he eo«Bti79 add whoae ipratitiilde is mnboiyided to 
thefiontlimed afectionite and liberal care arhlch joiihave 
stiewa towards iheptt* . < 



From Foxfordy Coutdy ofMcyo^ 
Ociober d/A, 18%2. 

I bid the honour of receiving your letter, and should feel 
BM$t haf>py were it in my power to give any assistance, or io« 
fimnation, that would be of service towards forwarding yii^ 
traly benevolent and charitable intentions, respecting my 
poor destitute country-women, who I lament to say are in a 
ndiserable state for want of warm clothing, or covering, either 
by night or day, to protect them from the severity of the 
whiter, now fast approachingf I hfUfi seen some instances in 
this miserable village and its neighbourhood, where the poor 
nfferers have lost the use of their limbs after a fever, for want 
of warm clothing or covering. 



From Castiebar^ County of Mayo^ 
January 2dy 1823. 

' Many famiites are at this inclement season "withoot any co« 
vering for their beds, except from such scraps of clothing or 
old worn-out sacks as they can collect in their cabins. The 
poor who l^ave been assisted with dothihg are unceasing in 
their prayers and thanks to those who, though strangers to 
them, have been so mindful el their necessitiet. 



From Boylcj County of Rqscommmy 
February 10/A, 1823. 

I should ere this have answered your last obliging letter, 
but waited to receive my share of the clothing for the poor 
Irish. I have got io articles fit>m the Bojrfe 'nrocfalal Cool- 



mtitee, some of them roost comlbftable^ tad ali of great use ; 
I have distributed them faitfafally to^thetestof my jadgmeat 
without partialit J, and hate made aretu^o to the Secretaiy^ 
of the article, uamey and place of abode.; I hare ajiso got mj, 
share of flaa; spoD, and given to the weaver, and ha?e a, se-. 
cond in hand* ^ I shall be happy at all tiroes to co-operatfi' 
and do all in my power to coipply with your letter* 



. From the Rev. William Urwick, Sligo^ 
February 19r*, 1823, 

Mrs. U. requests I will state, that the clothfng was distr!-' 
buted on Tuesday last, and the Ladies of our Dorcas Society . 
feel highly gratified and honoured In being made the almon* 
ers of your liheratity. It could haVe been coromitted to the 
care of none whose acquaintance with the wants of the pooV 
in respect of clothing, qualifies them better for ascertaining 
the most necessitous objects^ or whose conduct in the admi« 
nistration of xeUef-giTes more general satisfaction. 



From Nenagh, County cf Tipper ary^ 
22d January, 1823. 

I .have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 94 articles 
of wearing apparel, forwarded by the Committee at Tippe- 
rary^.for tihe poor peasantry of the Barony of Tower Ormond*. 

Jt would be impossible for me adequately to express the. 
iIUQgled feelings of admiration and gratitude, which fill the 
hearts of those who have been so humanely considered bj 
their generous English friends at this inclement season : after 
snch unbounded liberality it is with pain I am. forced to com- 
municate, that the wants of pur peasantry, as to clothing, are 
Tory severe indeed. 



. i 



^906 :BXrftAOTt VftOif^TtlB |.AB<||i OOa^UPi^MBEITM 



From Clogheem^ County of Tipperanj/y 

' We beg to acknowledge baring receiTedfrOm the Centnl 
' Committee in Tipperarj 62 articles of clothing, transmitted 
from th^ London Committee, being the portion allotted for 
five parishes of the Bftronj of Ifia and Oiia West. Th^se 
we have dfstributed, and endeavoured to doit with as much 
discrimination as possible, amongst the numeroas objects which 
came under our notice, together with about 140 additional 
articles obtained by means of local subscriptions. 

We cannot forbear expressing our admiration of the bene- 
Tolent feelings evinced towards the wretched sSffering pea- 
santry of the sister kingdom^ and though we are aware that 
any thing done in ibis way amongst such a mass of popula- 
tien must fail short of effectiye relief, we trust the exertions 
that have been made^ and the interest that has been excited, 
'may prove a medium of introducing that spirit of improvement 
amongst them which may eventually be productive of greater 
benefits. 



From Cashely County of Tipperar^y 
99th May, 1823. 

You will recollect that on the 28th September, 1822, the 
sum of ten pounds was forwarded to me by desife of the La- 
dies' Committee, associated for the purpose of procuring 
clothing for poor females in this neighbourhood by means of 
their own industry, and as the moiley has now been applied 
according to the intentibns of the donors, I beg leave to in- 
form you of that circumstance, and to say that the Ladies' 
Committee in this place purchased with a portion of that mo- 
ney, — stone of wool; that the wool was spun by the poor 
themselves, who were duly paid for their labour ; ' that it Was 
then wove into blanketting, and after tucking and cleansing, 
ihe costs of which operation was defrayed out of the re- 
mainder of the money, that thirteen lai^e substantiall)lank- 
ets, such as are found the most useful coveringfor the poor, 
whose 6ther bedding is generally sca;nty and ill-prepai^d, 
Were distributed by the ladies to the most necessittons. 1 
should also add that I received from Doctor Armstrbng,' of 
Tipperary, 75 articles of clothing, to be distributed in nine 
parishes in this neighbourhood. That a communication was 
opened with the clergy of these parishes, and that such a 
distribution was made as appeared most judicious^ According 
to the population and circumstanc^es of each. 



•*f 
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From Belturbeiy County of Cavan^ 
October IQ/A, 1822. 

A penny a week society has existed among us for a few 
years past, the annual amount of which, averaging about 
£\^^ has been expended in the purchase of blankets and 
cloaks* Our income being small, the relief we have been 
able to afford has consequently been very limited, by no 
means sufficient to meet the pressing demands made upon us. 
The want of clothing presents a complete bar to the educa- 
tion of our poor. We have schools, but a considerable num« 
her of our p«or children cannot attend for want of covering* 
and for the same reason many of onr peasantry cannot attend 
divine service. 



From Killesandroy County ofCavan^ 
January 9ikj 1823. 

We can with truth state that numbers are in the utmost 
want of covering, and that the blankets and flannels we have 
'^ti^eady distributed, are totally inadequate to the misery that 
prevails among them, particularly the sick, some of whom 
liiy son has been afraid would literally die for want of cover- 
i^hg, if he did not send them some immediately on his retu|ii 
f^om visiting them. ^ 



From DrumholmCj County of Donegal^ 
September 21^f, 182^. 

We acknowledge most gratefully yx)ur kind communication 
Respecting the Ladies' Association in London. Their bene- 
volent pla^ of clothing the poor reduced and destitute femaVe 
peasantry of this country, will contritute more to the relief 
p^^^jjstres^, th^n any other mode of chfirity whatever. Tliey 
are .so totally unprovided with any warm covering, that the 
approach of winter already fills them with apprehension, 
indeed, some relief is absolutely necessary to the existence 
df many, who must otherwise perish from their consumptive 

Y 
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and rheamatic habits, indaced b j their exposure to cold and 
damps, living in hats which afford little protection from the 
wind or rains, and lying on a scanty portion of straw, da 
damp earthen flooi^, with (in many cases) but one blanket ta 
shelter a whole famiiy. 



:Vi> 



From BaUvshannony County ofD(megaly 
February 2^thy 1823. 

I have great satisfaction in acquainting joo, tiiatyonr do- 
nation of clothing has been appropriated to the very purpose 
for which it was given — the promotion of industry. A value 
, was put on each article, and nothing given away, except in 
a few extreme cases, where a poor woman was not able to 
work, or pay for what she required. 

I have the assurance of the most respectable and humane 
people in this town, that the applications for relief from what 
are here called poor housekeepers are considerably. decreased, 
and that there is no doubt, if our spinning fund can be kept 
up, but that the habit of seeking assistance from other sources 
than their own industry will be completely changed in the 
poor of this place. We can, I am hjippj to say, cpntra4ict 
a reproach that is often made to the popr, ^^ that they would 
rather beg than work^" fpr so great is the willingness t^ey 
shew here to work, that we have among our spinners, a blind 
man and blind woman, both spinning for clothing, which 
they had no means of obtaining before, but by begging. 

Our spinners have increased to an hundred and twelve, and 
erery week brings some new applications, at least as many 
have been relieved by comfortable clothing. Miss C. and I 
give up one day in the week to take in yarn, pay for spin- 
ning, and distribute flax and clothing ; when the weather per- 
mits we go ^'ith some more of our ybun^ friends to the housed 
of the poor, for two or three miles about town, to see how 
they are getting on, to prevail on them to send their children 
to school, and to examine into any new case of distress that 
has been recommended to our attention. Th^^ mi]^.uiii^- 
▼bidably be many cases in which we can be of little service;, 
we meet with many things to disgust and discourage us, but 
endeavouring in our bumble way to promote the glory of hio^ 
who redeemed us ; knowing the duty of visiting the wjUiow 
and fatherless in their affliction, and reflecting, on the high 
privilege conferred on us, through ypuf j^stfumentaUj^^ wt 
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go OQ courageoasl J, and eyery day have cause to bless ihe 
names of oar kind benefactors who have made us the agentisr' 
of their beneficence where it was so much required ; the con- 
cluding remark in Archdeacon Jebb's letter, speaks, I am' 
sure, the general feeling, that the people of this country 
overflow with gratitude to their English friends. 



From the Counti/ of Fermanaghy 
3lst January y 1825. 

tn a parish circumstanced as this is, with scarcely a resi- 
dent gentleman and covered with poor, uneducated, and in 
a great measure unemployed, the parcel you sent proved a 
most acceptable donation. I cannot express my feelings of 
gratitude to Providence and you for the relief. I wish we 
may haVe judgment to distribute them^ so as not only to re- 
lieve but promote industry. 



From King^s County ^ February Sth^ 1823. 

I h^ve the pleasure of informing you that I yesterday re- 
ceived in good order a bale of clothing from your Couimittee.' 

We have to return your society our warmest thanks for this 
Tery ses^onable supply of clpthing during this inplemeiit sea^ 
son. 



From King's County , July 10/A, 1823. 

The donation which your Committee were kind enough to' 
send, has, I trust, (though small) been the means of laying 
the foundation of an eminently usejful and permanent fund for 
clothing the poor, and has given rise to a considerable manu- 
facture of linen and woollen cloth, fit for the wear of the 
peasantry, and all of which has been spun and wove by the 
poorest class, and given to them in exchange at the lowest 
valuation, made up in our school into shifts, shiits, petti- 
c6Mt^' &c. and the people are most happy and delighted to 
be thus employed and enabled to be clothed, and their chiU 
dren who were literally many of them without covering fron^ 
th^ want of proTisions last year. 
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. Our ches^p shop is managed by a Serjeant of the reduced 
staff of the King's County Sfilitia and his wife, too much ad- 
vanced in life to be able to earn a subsistence by labour^ or 
work. 



From the County of Westmeathy 
November mhy 1822. 

We can truly state^ that in a small circuit near Kinnegad, 
where the Counties of Meath and West meat h meet, there 
may be found nearly two hundred women, and three times 
that number of children, in a most deplorable want of clotb- 
iug, many of the latter in a perfect state of nudity. 



From Kilbeggatij County of WeUmeath^ 
3lst December, 1822. 

We have again to assure those truly benevolent personages 
that many of those for whom we are now soliciting, parted 
with their cohering, particularly blanketing, previous to the 
relief afforded them last summer, and that it was only when 
disease made its formidable appearance, that this was disco- 
vered in its fullest extent by the medical attendants, and is 
but too general among the working classes. To this source of 
want, is owing the fevers and other incidental complaints of 
the poor to which they are so prevalent ; for, after standing 
out all day in the wet and rain, whjen returning to their ca- 
bins at night, the clothes they wear, soaked and often wring- 
ing wet, serve tiiem for covering in the night, the conse- 
quences may well be imagined that must ensue to those truly 
unfortunate people. 



REPORT 
MEMBER OF THE LADIES COMMITTEE, 

CONTAINING SOME 

OBSERVATION ON THE 

STAT^ OF THE 

PEASANTRY IN THE SOUTH OF IRELAND. 



ju 



To the Central Committee of the British and Irish 

Ladies Society, 

In acknowledging your kind proposal, that I should con- 
Tey, in writing, some account of my Jate Tisit to the South 
and West of Irelanrd, I feel aware that I aro solely indebted 
to your candour and indulgence, in so far uniting with a 
proceeding merely Toluntary ; and which had nothing offi* 
cial in its character, by wUch it might b^ recommended to 
yoittr notice. 

Haying earnestly desired the oj^portunity of failing a 
jtidgment of the state of the Irish peasantry from actual ob<- 
serration, and well assured that my friends in Ireland, wdutd 
kindly aid my inquiries, on a subject on which they had' 
(I knew) felt long and deeply interested, I concluded to 
pass a few months of the winter in and near the province 
of Munster, ^nd to visit some of the abodes of the pea- 
santry, both in the cities, and in the more thinly peopled 
districts. 



^ . 
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The time thus engoge»d was, from about the end of ifti^ 
year until the fifth month (May), during nbich I visited 
t>arts of each of the counties in Mnnster^ excepting Kerry, 
and a few places in Leinster. A little time was spent in 
' Dublin, both on landing, and preTlons to mj return to Eifg;- 
land. - . w;^ 

In the citj and county of Limerick; in the city of Water- 
ford ; In Mountmelick, Portarlington and Maryborough, I 
was kindly invited to unite in the formation of District or 
County Associations, from which, reports of the regulatioiM 
adopted have been conveyed to the Central Committee. ' In 
the City of Cork, and in the counties of Clare and Tippe- 
rary, I had the satisfaction of attending Committees already 
formed ; and in several places had the opportunity of visit- 
ing the peasantry in their cabins, and in their miserable 
rooms in the' old parts of cities. 

I do not conceive it possible for any language or picture 
of destitution, to have con?eyed to my mind the impressions 
received from the actual sight of the peasantry, as they at 
present exist. The wretched cabin, built by the hard 
strained efforts of extreme poverty^ is destitute of alm^t 
every thing that could mark any attainment of civilized life* > 
The yet more miserable room, in a lane of the city, each 
comer of which is, in many cases, occupied by a separate 
family, lodging four, five or six together, on one monlderibg 
portion of straw, insufficient for the iiightly ac^eommodatibn 
of a single animal^ and with little or no covering, but the 
tattered garments of the day ; here they breathe, night and 
^day, a tainted sickly atmosphere, and in such abodes dhe 
frequent prevalence of fever is indeed no matter of surprise. 
Numbers of families of this description are supporting life^.' 
by means the most distressingly precarioos ; seekfng em- 
ployment, and earnestly soliciting it, at even the lowest 
rate, yet compelled to spend the chief portion of their tinie, 
however reluctantly, in idleness, and in consequent destitu- 
tion and misery. Yet, there is a feeling of generous kind- 
ness in the Irish peasant, that shines and is beautiful, amidst 
all the depressing circumstances with which he is surrounded. 
The peasant out of his poverty, is the supporter of the desti- 
tute, so long as he has a single morsel to share! with him ; 
and thus it is that life has been preserved, and many kept 
from day to day from perishing for want. . 

That employment is the great resource to be conteni^^* 
plated, for the improvement of the people, is generally: 
acknowledged ; and let it not be supposed, that the ^ttaihr 
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nkeat of this, great object will be impossible, even tliongh 
loan/ difficulties may appear. Could the mothers of families 
]b,e furnished with the oieans of putting their industry into 
action, how great is the demand (or the occupation of that 
industry, in providing clothing for themselves and their now 
destitute families; and in the progress of suppl^'ing this de- 
mand, how many bands, io addition to their own, would soor 
be furnished with the benefits and advantages of occupation I 
It is in the consumption of the labouring classes, who form, 
a$ to numbers, the great mass of society, that the best re« 
source must be found for the exercise of healthful and salu- 
tary industry. In propoition as these are brought into a 
state to support a regular demand for clothing, and for the 
pimple accommodations of civilized life, the supply of this 
deqiand, will necessarily induce that general action of in- 
dustry and commerce, which will convey riches and strength 
to every department of society. 

It is truly grateful to observe, that in the course of iiw 
qqiries into the state of families visited, by the Local Asso- 
ciations, as suggested by the rules of the British and Irisli 
Ladies Society, female education and the occupation of 
juvenile industry, are likely to he much promoted wherever 
the Local Associations are formed. The existing liisii- 
tut.ions for education will give much facility to the establish- 
ment of Schools, where they are found to be wanting, and 
there i&no doubt, that when the peasantry can obtain a sutii- 
ciency of employment, they will gladly contribute their own 
part toward the support of the Schools. 

: The kind solicitude with which the upper classes of society 
in Ireland, are directing their attention to the' improvement 
and well-being of the peasantry ; the communication opened 
with them by the visiting Committees,* and the good effects 

,♦ It is very desirable that difficulties which may sometimes arise, 
from the apparent listlessness in the peasantry, shoula not cause visitors 
hastily to relinquish their attempt as hopeless. A little perseverance ia 
pointing oot the sources of advantage and improvement, may often 
cause the difficulty that first presented to subside and give way. Two 
visitors wishing to try in one instance, how the proposals of the Com- 
mitee would be received, for renovating the forlorn rooms by white- 
washing, and introducing employment for the females, called at a very 
poor desolate habitation in the old town of Limerick, to enquire into 
the situation of one of the families who dwelt there. The walls of the 
room, into Which they entered, were dyed with smoke, and hung with 
spider's webs, and the colour of the floor itself had evidently not been 
seen for a long time past. After teaming something of the occupation, 
of the father, who had hut little and uncertain employment, and of the 
number of children^ &c. one of the visitors remarked, that the wafU 
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already seen to resalt from this commutiicatloii, $pTe ground 
to hope for great good from the Associations, if supported, 
as we cannot doubt that they will be. The different classes 
of professing Christians uniting together, in the prosecution 
of a widely extended work of benerolence, in which all are 
interested, will become better known to each other, and 
disposed to acknowledge and to meet with that which is good 
In aU. 

Although the grants conveyed to this Society, in its pre- 
sent early stage, have been generous and Jiberai, yet the 
object of the Institution is too comprehensive to t)e carried 
Into full effect, without continued and powerfol aid from the 
British public, in conjunction with the efforts of your corres- 
pondents in Ireland, to obtain local funds. Unless means 
can foe provided, for furnishing general occupation to the 
mothers of families, the office of visitor will be a very pain- 
ful engagement. . It is well known that the Associations do 
not offer gratuitous assistance, and all that the poor women 
solicit from the Committees is employment. The great de- 
ficiency is the want of wheels, and a little flax or wool to 
llegin the occupation of each; could these l>e provided for 
all, there are resources for employment to an undefined ex- 
tent, in the demand for linen yarn of a common quality, 
iirhich the female peasantry would gladly supply, although 



of the room were very much in want of white-washing, and enquired 
whether the mother could not do it for herself, if the white-lime were 
given, and a brush for the purpose lebt to her. She languidly replied, 
** Ah, if you*ll give me the price of the lime, Td rather use it for tKe 
potatoes, and put the bit in my mouth ; I can think of nothing else.** 
The visitor answered, that It was very unhealthy to live in a room so 
dirty, and might cause a fever; and that the white-washing would coi»t 
nothing, if materials were gfiven. The poor woman had a sickly dis- 
pirited countenance, and her lit»tlessne$s might arise in -part from want. 
Qhe was asked if she could spin, she answered that none could excel 
her in spinning, but she had not a wheel,** — *' could she not bprrcyw 
one ?*' — ** none of the neighbours had one to lend.** /* But suppose the 
ladies were to lend her' one, could she not then spin and earu some- 
thing for herself ?*' On this her countenance brightened up in a mo- 
ment, and she earnestly replied, ** Ah 4 if you'll lend me a wheel, and 
Ut me shirty ril white-wash or do any thing you please!** The next day, 
one of the visitors again calling at the liouse, found that the poor 
woman had been so aroused, by the hope of employment, that she had 
without delay applie«l to the Board of Health, and ootained materials for 
white-washinj^ her room, saying that she wanted to make it quite clean 
before the Ladies called again, and had already begun her work. It 
was agreed that the loan of a wheel fbould be immediately idlowed 
to her. 
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on terjns so low, as not usaallj to afford more than twopence 
a day iu payment. The manufacture of coarse clothing, into 
which »om« of the Associations have entered, will alsofumish 
fiuother f ajuable source of occupation. 

I. have remarked on the present miserable form of the 
cabins, as attribsrtable to the extreme poverty of the jtenanfB 
by whom they are built; and the peasantry being accus* 
tomed to this wretched kind of dwelling, has no doubt a 
great influence on their general habits. On some estates the 
tenants are assisted in building their cabins by gifts of 
timber from the landlord, which, though easily given by the 
proprietor from his estate, afford material assistance to the 
poor tenant. 

1 was informed of a number of people in some of the 
mountain districts, whom I had not the opportunity to visit, 
who driven from their little holdings by inability to pay 
their rent, had cast up very slight huts on the uncultivated 
ground, and were living there in great misery. The object 
in resorting to such stations is, to recover a piece of land for 
the cultivation of potatoes, and to dwell in these places, as 
they are allowed to do for a time, without the payment of 
rent. The forlorn state of the habitations thus described, 
could not, I think, surpass that of some I saw on the bog 
lands. In one which I entered the bog sunk under my feet 
even within the dwelling, as well as on the way to it from 
the open road. On a single stone in this hut was laid a 
small turf fire, over which sat, bent with weakness, a sickly 
female who had been confined eight weeks before, and was 
not yet recovered. Her infant was near, which, with two 
other children, an aged father, mother, and sister, formed a 
family of eight in this one miserable room, and in times of 
rain and snow, the water was draining upon them in many 
courses through the roof. My heart sunk within me to see 
humau nature in such a state of pitiable suffering and degra- 
dation ^ and I was only consoled in the belief, that some 
generous measures for the effectual relief and improvement 
of the state of the peasantry would certainly be adopted, 
and that a state so wretched, so unworthy of civilizea 
society, would not much longer continue to exist in the Bri- 
tish Empire. 

May our hope and trust be directed to the great Parent of 
the Universe, and in acknowledging the claims of the lowest, 
as children of the same family, may the deep responsibility 
be felt which attaches to every situation in which power is 
given to help and serve one another. 

z 
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In the retrospect of my late visit, I feel thankfal to Di?ine 
Goodness, in permitting what was felt to be so greatly de- 
sirable. An interest toward Ireland, long alive io my mind, 
18 now more deeply fixed than ever, and will not, I believe, 
be effaced by time or distance. The affectionate coartesy 
of every class in society towards one who was hitherto a 
stranger among them, will still live in my grateful remem- 
bran^t. 
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